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THE DEERSLAYER 



CHAPTER I. 

*' There is a plenore in Qie patUesB woods, 

Thoo 18 a nature on tihe Ibiiel j shores 

There is sodetj- irikue none intivdes, 

Br the deep see sad anisic in its roar; 

I love not msn the less, bat nature more^ 

From these our interriews, in whidi I stesl. 

From all I msj be, or haTs been before^ 

To min^ with the nniTene, and feel 
What I can ne'er express, yet cannot all coneesl."— CUUe Sanid. 

On the human imaginatioii, events prodnoe the effects of time. 
Thus, he who has travelled far and seen much, is apt to fancy that 
he has lived long ; and the history that most abounds in important 
incidents, soonest assnmes the aspect of antiquity. In no other 
way oan we account for the venerable air that is alSready gathering 
around American annals. When the mind reverts to the earliest 
days of colonial history, the^ period seems remote and obscure^ the 
thousand changes that thicken alon^ the links of recollections, 
throwiag bock the origin of the nation to a day so distant as 
ieemingly to reach the mists of time ; and yet foor lives of ordi- 
nary duration would suffice to transmit, from mouth to mouth, in 
the form of tradition, all that civilized man has achieved within 
tilie limits of the renubUc. Although New York, alone, possesses a 
population materially exceeding that of either of the four smallest 
Idngdoms of Europe, or materially exceeding that of the entire 
Bwiss Confederation, it is little more than two centuries since the 
Datch commenoed their settlement, rescuing the region from the 
savage state. Thus, what seems venerable by an accumulation of 
diang^ is reduced to familiarity when we come seriously to oon- 
fider it solely in connexion with time. 

This glance into the perspective of the past, will prcnaro the 
reader to look at the pictures wo are about to sketch, with less sur* 
linae than he mifht otherwise feel ; and a few additional explana- 
tions may eaarj nim back in imagination to the precise condition 
•f socieiv that we desire to delineate. It is matter of history that 
the settlements on the eastern shores of the Hudson, such as 
Olaverack, Einderhook, and even Poughkeepsie, were not regarded 
as saib frcnn Indian incursions a century since ; and there is still 
Btanding on l^e banks of the same river, and within muaket-shot 
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of the wharves of Albany, a residence of a younger br(incli of the 
Van Eensselaers, that has loop-holes constructed for defence 
against the same craftv enemj, although it dates from a period 
scarcely so distant. Other similar memorials of the infancy of the 
country are to be found, scattered through what is now deemed the 
very centre of American civilization, affording the plainest nrooft 
that all we possess of security from invasion and hostile violence^ 
is the growtn of but little more than the time that is frequently 
filled bj a single human life. 

The incidents of this tale occurred between the years 1740 and 
1745, when the settled portions of the colony of New York were 
confined to the four Atlantic counties, a narrow belt of country oa 
each side of tho Hudson, extending from its mouth to the falls 
near its head, and to a few advaneed ** neighbourhoods" on the 
Mohawk and the 8choharie. Broad belts of the virgin wildcmesi 
not only reached the shores of the first river, but they even crossea 
it, stretching away into New England, and affording forest ooveri 
to the nois3ess moccasin of the native warrior, as he trod the 
secret and bloody war-path. A bird's-eye view of the wholfi 
region east of the Mississippi, must then have offered one vast 
expanse of woods, relieved by a comparatively narrow fringe of 
cultivation along the sea, dotted by the glittering surfaces 6f 
lakes, and intersected by the waving lines of rivers. In such a 
vast picture of solemn solitude, the district of country we design 
to. paint flinks into insignificance, thon^ we feel encourage^ to 
procectt by £he conviction that, with slight and ixnmateria} dis- 
tinctions, he who succeeds in giving an accurate idea ox spf 
portion of this wild region, must necessarily convey a tolerably 
correct notion of the wnole. 

Whatever may be the chaliges produced by man, the eternal 
round of the seasons is unbroken. Summer and winter, seed- 
time and harvest, return in their stated order, with a sublimp 

Erecision« affording to man one of the noblest of aU the occasio&i 
e enjoys of proving the high powers of his far-reaching mind, Ui 
compassing the laws that control their exact uniformi^, and iti 
calculating their never-ending revolutions. Centuries of summ^ 
suns had wanned the tops of the same noble oaks and pines, send^ 
ing their heats even to the tenacious roots, when voices were heafi 
caJling to each other, in the d^ths of a forest, of which the lea 
surface lay bathed in the brilhant light of a cloudless day in Jui 
while the trunks of the trees rose in gloomy grandeur in the shad , 
beneath. The calls were in different tones, evidentivproceeclifl» 
- from two men who had lost their wiHT, and were searcnfijg in dif- 
ferent directions for their path. At length a shout proclaimed 
success, and presently a man broke out of the. tangled labyiinih of 
a small swamp, emerging into an opening that appeared!^ to hav€ 
been formed partly by the ravages of the wind, ana partiy by those 
of fire. This little area, which afforded a good view of the sky, 
although it was prettv well filled with dead ^ trees, lay. on the side 
of one of the high hills, or low mountains, into which nearly tJlc 
whole snr&ce of the adji^eent country was.brdktm* 



'* Here is room fo breatihe in l" exclaimed the liberated forester, 
as soon as lie fonnd himself under a clear skv, shaking his huge 
frame like a mastiff that has just escaped irom a snow-bank ; 
** Hurrah ! Deerslayer ; here is daylight, at last, and yonder is the 
lake." 

These words were scarcely tittered when the second forester 
dashed aside the bushes of the swamp, and appeared iu the area. 
After making a hurried adjustment of his arms and disordered 
dresSy he joined his companion who had already begun his disposi- 
tions for a halt. 

^ ** Do you know this spot?" demanded the one called Deerslayer, 
* or do you shout at the sight of the sun ?" 
f •* Both, lad, both ; I know the spot, and am not sorry to see so 
^seful a friend as the sun. Now we have got the p*ints of the 
compass in our minds, once more, and 't will oe our own faults if 
tre let anything turn them topsy-turvy a^'in, as has just hap- 
pened. My name is not Hurry Haxry, if this be not the very snot 
wher^ tii$ land-hunters ^camped the last summer, and passed a 
Vreek. See, yonder are the dead bushes of their bower, and hero 

^the spring. . Much as I like the sun, boy, I've no occasion for it 
tiell me it is noon ; this stomach of mine is as good a time-piece 
t)5 is to be found in the colony, and it already pHnts to half past 
twelve. So open the 'vr^et, and let us wind up for another six 
jhpQrs' run.*' 




hi appeardnee of the men, both of whom are destined to 
ejc^ct no msi^iiicant parts in our legend. It would not have been 
easy to M& a mor^ noble specimen of vigorous manhood, than was 
pffered in the pef^ou of him who called himself Hurrv Harry. His 
j*eal name v^as Henry March ; hut the frontier ■:men naving caught 
tjiepractice of giving sobrig^^eHs frohi the Indians, the appellation 
d Harry was far oftoner applied to him than his proper designa- 
tion, and not unfrequently he was termed Hurry Skurry, a nick- 
name he had obtained from a dashing, reckless, ofF-hand manner, 
and a pliysical restlessness that kept him so constantly on the 
jnove, 9S to causie him to .be known along the wliole line of scat- 
tered habitations that liav between the'proyince and the Canadas. 
'^he Mature of Hurry Harry exceeded six feet four, and being 
ttnusually weU proportioned, hb strength fully realized the idea 
created by his gigantic frame. The.fece did no discredit to the 
rest of the .man, for it was, both good-humoured and handsome. 
His air T^as free, a^id though his manned necessarily partook of the 
rudeness of a bord0r life, the grandeur that pervaded so noble a 
physique prevented it from becoming alto^ther vulgar. 

Deerslayer, as Hurry callea his companion was a very different 
person in appearance, as well as in character. In stature, he stood 
about six feet in his moccasins, but his frame was comparatively 
light and slender, showing muscles, however, that promised un . 
mioal agility, if not unusual strength. His face would have haiA 
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litde to recomaend it exoept youth, were it not for an expression 
tliat seldom faUed to win upon those who had leisure to eicamine 
it, ai^d to yield to the feeling of confidence it created. This express 
sion was simply that of guileless truth, sustained by an earnest* 
ness of purpose, and a sincerity of feeling, that rendered it 
remarkable. At times this air of integrity seemed to be so simple 
as to awaken the suspicion of a want of the usual means to dis- 
criminate between artifice and truth ; but few came in serious con- 
tact with the man, without losing this distrust in respect for his 
opinions and motives. 

Both these frontier-men were still young, Hurry having reached 
the age of six or eight and twenty, while Deerslayer was several 
years his junior. Their attire needs no particular description* 
though it may be well to add that it waa composed in no small 
degree of dressed deer-skins, and had the usual si^s of belonging 
to those who passed their time between the skirts of oiviluea 
society and the boundless forests. There was, notwithstandingy 
some attention to smartness and the picturesque in the arrange- 
ments of Deerslayer's dress, more particularly in the part connected 
with his arms and accoutrements. His nfLe was in perfect condi- 
tion, the handle of his hunting- knife was neatly carved, his powder* 
horn was ornamented with suitable devices, lightly cut into the 
material, and his shot-pouch was decorated with wampum. On 
the other hand. Hurry Harry^ either from constitutional reckless- 
Bess, or from a secret consciousness how little his appearance 
required artificial aids, wore everything in a careless, slovenly 
manner, as if he felt a noble scorn for the trifiing accessories of 
dress and ornaments. Perhaps the peculiar effect of his fine form 
and pfreat stature was increased, rather than lessened, by this im- 
itudied and disdainful air of indifference. 

" Come, pcerslayer, fall too, and prove that you have a Delaware 
stomach, as you say you have had a Delaware edication," cried 
Hurry, setting the example by opening his mouth to receive a slice 
~f cold venison steak that would have made an entire meal for a 
European peasant ; " Ml to, lad, and prove your manhood on thia 
poor devil of a doe, with your teeth, as you ve already done with 
your rifle." 

'* Nay, nay, Hurry, there's little manhood in killing a doe, and 
that, too, out of season ; though there might be some in bringing 
down a painter, or a catamount," returned the other, disposing 
himself to comply. ** The Delawares have given me my name, 
not so much on account of a bold heart, as on account of a quidc 
eye, and an actyve foot. There may not be any cowardice in. 
overcoming a deer, but sartain it is, there 's no great valour. 

" The Delawares, themselves, are no heroes, muttered Hnary. 
through his teeth, the mouth being too full to permit it to be furly 
opened, *' or they would never have allowed them loping Ya^abonds 
the Mingos, to make them women." 

, " That matter is not rightly understood— has never been rightly 

explained." said Deerslayer earnestly, for he was as zealous ft 

nd, ai nis oompanion was dangerous as an enemy $ /* the Hengwe 
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mi the woods with their lies, and misconceive words and treaties. 
I have now lived ten years with the Delawares, and know them to 
be as manful as any other nation, when the proper time to strike 
ooraes?' 

*' Harkee, Master Deerslayer, since we are on the subject, we 
may as well open our minds to each other in a man-to-man way ; 
answer me one question ; you have had so much luck among the 
game as to have gotten a title, it would seem, but did you ever hit 
anything human or intelligible : did you ever pull trigger on an 
inim3r that was capable of pulling one upon you ?" 

This question produced a singular collision between mortifica- 
tion and correct feeling in the bosom of the youth, that was easily 
to be traced in the workings of his ingenuous countenance. The 
straggle was short, however ; uprightness of heart soon getting the 
better of false* pride and frontier boastfulness. 

** To own the truth, I never did," answered Deerslayer ; " seeing 
tJiat a fitting occasion never ofiered. The Delawares have been 
pieaceable sinoe my sojourn with ^em, and I hold it to be onlawful 
to take the life of man, except in open and ginerous warfare." 

•• What ! did you never find a fellow thieving among your trapa 
and skins, and do the law on him with your own hands, by way 
of saving the magistrates trouble, in the settlements, and the rogue 
himself the costs <)f the suit?" 

"1 am no trapper. Hurry," returned the youpg man proudly : 
•* I lire by the nne, a we'pon at which I will not turn my l^ck on 
any man of my years, atween the Hudson and the St. Lawrence. 
Inever ofier a skin that has not a hole in its head besides them 
which natur* made to see with, or to breathe through." 

••Ay, ay, this is all very weU, in the animal way, though it 
makes but a poor figure alongside of scalps and and-bushes. 
Bhoofing an Indian from an and-bush is acting up to his own 
principles, and now we have what you call a lawful war on our 
hands, the sooner you wipe that disgrace off your conscience, the 
sounder will be your sleep ; if it only come from knowing there 
is one inimy the less prowling in the woods. I shall not frequent 
yoxa society long, friend Natty^ unless you look higher than four- 
&oted beasts to practise your nfle on." 

•• Our journey is nealrly ended, you say. Master March, and we 
oan part tO-niAt, if you see occasion. I have a fri'nd waiting for 
me, who will think it no disgrace to consort with a fellow-creatur' 
that has never yet slain his kind." 

•• I wi A I knew what has brought that skulking Delaware into 
this part of the country so early in the season," muttered HurrJ 
to himself, in a way to show equally distrust and a recklessness of 
its betrayal. •* Where did you say the young chief was to give 
you the meeting ?" 

** At a small, round rock, near the foot of the lake, where, they. 
tell me, the tribes are given to resorting to make their treaties, qxlo, 
to bury their hatchets. This rock have I often heard the Dela*. 
wares mention, though lake and rock are equally strangers to me. 
T^e country is claimed by both Mingos and Mohicans, and is a 



cort of common territory to fifih and hunt throogliA m tme f f 
peace, tliough what it may become in war-time, the lord only : 
knows !" 

"Common territory!*' exclaimed Hurry, laughing aloud. **I' 
should like to know what Floating Tom Hutter woula say to that ^ 
He claims the lake as his own propertjTt in rartue of fifteen years* 
possession, and will not be likelv to give it up to either Mingo oi* , 
Delaware, without a battle for it. 

"And what wiU the colony say to such a guarrel? All this 
country must haye some owner, the gentry uushing their cravings 
into the wilderness, even where they never aare to ventur*, in their 
own persons, to look at *€m. 

*• That may do in other quartew of the colony, Deerslayer, hut" 
it will not do here. Not a human being, the LcSrd excepted, own$ ; 




to maintain 



" By what I 're heard you say, Hurry, this Floating Tom must \ 
be^ an oneommon mortal ; neither Mingo, Ddaware, nor Pale-faC9^^ 
His possession, too, has been long, by your teU, and altogifettier 
beyond frontier endurance. What s the man's history nnd'f 
natur'r . . - 

'^Vfhy, airtoold'Tom'e Imman natnr', it is not mu<^h like other ^ 
nien^s niitnan natuv', but mbr^ like a musk-rat's hinhim natur» ; 
seeing that he takes moite (x> the -ways of thdt anima! tha*n to i^e'r 
ways of any other Mlow-oreatui^. 6ome think he was afr^ jiVer'* 
on the salt-water, in his youth, and a companion of a sartain Ktdd, "; 
Vftio was hanged for piracy, kn^ afore you and I were bom, or, 
acquainted, and that he came up into these regions, thinkinor that* 
the king^s eniis^s oonld never cross the mountain^^, and l^at h^, 
might enjoy the plunder peaceably in the woods.'' 

"Then he was wrong, Hurry; Teiy wrong. A man can erjoy " 
pLxmdei peaceably novrhete." ' ' 

"That '4 much as his tarn of mind may happen to be. I've, 
known them l^at never could enjoy it at all, unless it was in tho 
midst of a jollification, and them ag'in that enjoyed it best in a 
comer. Some men have no peace if they don^ find plunder, and,; 
some if they do. Human natur* is crooked in these matters. Old 
Tom seems to belong to neither set, as he enjoys his, if plunder he . 
has really ^ot, with his darters, in a very quiet and comfortable* 
way, and wishes for no more.** 

"Ay, he has darters, too; IVe heard the Delawares who've; 
Knntea this->a-way, toll their hii^ories of these young women. ' lar 
there no mother, flurry }*' 

"There was oitea, as m reason ; tat die has now been dead and ^ 
sunk these two ffood years.** 

" Anan?" said Defeklayor, looking up at his companion in alittlo 
iuxprise. 

'^Dead and sunk* I toy, and I hope tiiat's good English. Ihs 



_ Lliisikfeiiitotlielake, by wajof seeing.thelast 

of her, tA 1 can testify, being an eye-\vitnes8 of ihe ceremony ; but 
nether Tomjdld it to save digging, wUsih ia-no easy job among 
T^ts^iC>r out of a consalt that water washes away sin eooner than 
*«rtb, is "more than I can say," 

** Wua the poor woman onc(Mnmon wicked^ that her husband 
should take so much pains with her body i" 
. "Net.onreasonable; though she had her faults. I consider 
Judith Hntter to haye been as graceful, and abeu.4) as likelv to 
make a good ind, as any woman who had lived so loaff beyond the 
sound 01 church bells ; and I conclude old T<Mn sunk daer aa much 
by. way of savinf pains, as by way (^ tuking it. Th^re wa» a little 
8&el in her tempicr, it s true, and, as old Hiztter is "pretty much 
fmU th<^y struck out sparks once^and-a'^wlule^ .hut> on the whole, 
ih^ mignt be said to uve amicable li^e* Wb^n-.the^ /dsAkindle, 
the ustmers got some such insio^ts into thqiir past li^ioa* ^as one 
gets ii^to the darker parts of thewo<^f» wheii 0* ^nty.«ka«i of 
ednshlhefinds its way down to the roots of the trees. ' j^^^iidith 
I«baU ^ways fifi|te6m»a&it'ft«e^nuneQd,eniMi«^° tc^o&e.iKomati to 
bi^tbe inol^r of such a. efeatur' as her darter^ 4\idiiyb. Matter.!" 
;/' Ay, JudUh was ^ name^ the. JDjeUwares ^en^oof^f though it 
fiM pronounced after a fashion of :(jiieir owi». f re^i ^fiUt dlscOune, 
I*do not think the girl would much please my fancy." 

^•* Jhy %Qy r*. oxclaiiwedjytarelwjateig:ii;?^.q<lWd^^ 
f^noe ana pA the^pr^sumpUozi afrnis oo^pa|ii.(^r ''* whajbihfi deyil 
'* *" i* - — » -^1 - ' r Qonfiernitir <*tt&-hke 

hee a^Hrce got root. 

_-., , ^ .„ -^ „ tiaceAawJwAfteen; 

idiichis now near fiye^yeara^ and w|ll uiiA be -fipt even to east a 
kMok ni^nji halt grown creator* like yo» l .... i 
. '- It IS June, and thej^e is not a eK>nd> citrareea ma mmL the. sun. 
Hurry, so all this< heat i9 not wanted,** aa^sw^red tb^T <ither» alto* 
g^th^ imdistusbed ; ** any (xae ^ay haye a faney, aad a Kiuirrel 
has a right to make up his mind touching.fi oatamoobt." 

**'AY^t but it might not be wi&e, alwa^Fs,- to tot tbe oataaiQunt 
knew it,** growled HarcK */^ut you'i:e> Koung luadk thoughtless, 
and. I*Il oyerlook your igYLoranoe^ Ck>n^ i)eersky0r«*' he added, 
^th a £ooa-natare4 lavigh, .^iter pausing, a. mement ter reflect, 
"oome, Jpeerslayer* we are sworn friWsi and. will not quarrel 
ahoiU a light-^mindedr lilting jade» Just beeause ehe happens to be 
hanoaome; xn^re.especiaUy.a&you h^yen^yeif seen^ev*-., Juditii is 
only for a man whose teeth show the fuU.mafkSk- imd it'afedish to 
be ufe^ of -ahoj. What ^M^tb^J)^lawarea sajf^iol the huBSY; for 
1^1^^ Indian, after aQ, Jba^thui notiOA9 lot wpman-kindraa nKell as a 
white man?* /;-.={.•..< 

« V. J]|^y said 9he,was pi^ ^4^ ^^>' ^' v^aaajat of epeedi ; but 
oirer-giyen to* admirers, and light-minded.* . • '• 

. ** 3Qiey,are dev}!^ ij^c^atf ,1 ^ftw ^» iwlvkt^schodmaafeer is a 
matbntbf an Indian, in looking into natur' ? Some people think 
%Pr^"SOT^iflWi<»j»*twul» <?K ithefwartpathi htttil«iy that they 
are philosophers, and understand a man as well as they under- 



Bland ^ beaver, and a woman as well as ikey imdentaikd dtiier. 
Kow thit's Judith's ekaraoter to a riband ! To own the ti^th te 
^ou, Deerslayer, I should have married the gal two years sinoe, if 
it had not been for two particular things, one of which was iMs 
very lightmindedness." 

" And what may have been the other }" demanded £he himter, 
who continued to eat like one that took very little interest in iht 
fubjeot. 

" T'other was an nnaartaioty about her having ma. The hussy 
is handsome, and she knows it. Boy, not a tree that is growing in 
these hills is straighter, or waves in the wind with an easier bend, 
nor did you ev\er see the doe tiiat bounded with a ooore nafral 
motion. If that was all, every tongue would sound her praises i 
but she has such failings that I find it hard to overlook them, and 
fiemetupQies I swear I'll never visit the lake ag'in.'^ 

" Which is l^e reason that ^ou always come back ? Nothing k 
•ver made more sure by swearing about it." 

** Ah, Beerslayer, you are a novelty in these partic'lars j keepinpf 
9A true to edication as if you had never left the settlements. With 
me the oa^e is different, and I never want to clinch an idee, that I 
io not feel a wi^ to swear about it If you know'd all that I 
know consarning Judith, you'd fbd a justihoation for a little-* 
cursing. Now, the officers sometimes stray over to the lake, from 
the forts en the Mohawk, to £sh and hunt, and then the creatur' 
seems beside herself ! You can see it in the manner in which i^e 
wears her ikery, and the airs she gives herself with the gallants." 

** That is unseemly in a poor man's darter," returned Deerslayer 
gravely, '*the officers are all gentry, and can only look on such as 
ludith with evU intentions." 

** There's the unsartainty, and the damper! I have my mis- 
givings about a particular captain, and Jude has no one to blame 
but her own folly, if I'm wrong. On the whole, I wish to look 
upon her as modest and becoming, and yet the clouds that drive 
among these hills are not more unsartain. Not a dozen white 
men have ever laid eyes upon her, since she was a child, and yet 
her ms, with twp or three of these officers, ore extinguishers !" 

''I would think no more of such a woman, but turn my mind 
al|«gether to tibe t&test ; thtft will never deceive you, being ordered 
and ruled by a hand that never wavers.'* 

• ' If you know'd Judith, you would see how much easier it Is to 
Bay this than it would be to do it. Could I bring my mind to be 
easy about the oifficers, I would carry the gal off to the Mohawk by 
force, make her marry me in spite <2 her whiffling, and leave old 
Tom to the oare of Hetty, his other child, who, if she be not as 
handsome, or bb quick witted as her sister, is much the most 
dutiful." 

" Is there another bird in the same nest ?" asked Deerslayei; 
raising his eyes with a species of half-awakened ouriodty — " the 
Delawaxes spoke to me only of one." 

" That's nat'ralenough, when Judith Hutter and Hetty Hutter 
~^ m question. Hetty is osly comely^ while her sister, I tell thee. 
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iM^iM 9mik «i0l]iar aa is not to be fmind atweea tkia •»! the sea t 
Judith is OS full of wit» and talk, and cuBiiing, as an old Indian 
Ojratoir, wMle j>oor Hetty is at the best but ' eonix>as8 meant us/ " 

" Anan?" inquired, again, the Deerslayer. 
. " Why, what the officers call * compass meant us,' whieh I under- 
Mtand to sigrnif y that she means always to go in the right direction 
bat sometimes doesn't know how. ' Compass' f(Hr the p'int, and 
'meant us* for the intention. No, poor Hetty is what I call on the 
wge of ignorance, and sometimes she stumbles on one side of the 
fine, and sometimes on t' other." 

" Thsm. are beings that the Lord has in his 'spe<nal care," said 
I>eer9layer, solemnly ; **£Qr he looks carefully to ail who fall short 
^f tbeiir j^spe^et ahaf& of reason. The fiedskins honour and respect 
Hbsm. -woo are so gifted, knowing that the EyH Spirit delights 
more to dwell in an artM body than in one that has no ouxming to 
work upon*" 

" I'll answer for it, then, that he will not remain long with poor 
Het^y — ^for the ^uld is just ' compass meant us,' as I haye told 
you^ Old Tom has a feehn^ for the gal, and so has Judith, quick-*' 
wittod and glorious as she is herself; else would I not answer fof 
her bieiag afiog^her safe among the sort of men that eometimos 
i^i^ot on the lake shore." 

'* I thought this water an onknown and Ixttle-firequented dieet,'^ 
oliscrved toe Deerslayer, evidently uneasy at tiie idea of hmtg toe^ 
near the world. 

'* It's all that, lad, the eyes of twenty white men nearer havings 
been laid on it ; still, twenty true-bred frontier men— hunters, and 
ti^^kppefs, and scouts^ and the Uke^ — can do a deal of misehicf if 
they try. 'Twould be an awful thingr to me, Deerslayer, did I find* 
Judith mended, after an absenoe of ax months t" 

" HaYO you the gal's faith to incourage you to hope otherwise ?'* 
*' Not cU; all. I know not how it ie— I'm good-looking, boy; that 
iQjiioh I oan see in any spring on which the sun shines-^and yet I 
could never get the hussy to a promise, or even a cordial willing 
smile, thojigh she will laugh by the hour. If she has dared to 
marry in my absence, she'll be like to knew the pleasures of widow-* 
hood, afore she is twenty 1" 

'* You would not hann tibye man she had chosen, Hurry, simply 
because she found him more to her liking than yourself }** 

** Why not ^ If an enemy orosses my path, will I not beat him 
oiift of it ! Look at me— am I a man like to let any sneaking, 
cgrawUng akin-trader get the better of me in a matter that touches 
me as near as the kindness el Judith Hutter*? Besides, when we 
live beyond law, we must be our own judges and executioners. 
Aftd if a man ihouid be found dettd in the wooda, who is th^re to 
■ay who slew him, even admitting that the colony took the matter 
inliand, and made a stir about it?" 

f li that man should be Judith Hutter's husband, after what 
lias passed, I might tell enough, at least, to put ihe colony on the 
trail." ^ J * 

f'Yiml^'-half^grawiiv vwiaoa-hva^&ag bantling 1 ¥oa dare to 
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tbink <tf iatemfar i^iwt Horvy Harry in 801]|tu& ^fLtoMii 
touching: a mink, or a woodchuck !" 

" I would dare to Bpesik truth, Bunry, ooiisaniittg you, or any 
man that oyer fi^ed." 

Mar<^ looked at his ^mpaaioii, for a ttome&t, in dlent aniazei> 
ment ; then seizing him bv l^e tbfoat, with both hands, ho shook 
his eemjiaratETely sMght framo with avioleiico that menaoed tho 
dislocation of some- of tho bones. Nor was this d^mo joeulatly, fdr 
anger flashod from tho giant's oye^ and there wef6 oortom si^s 
thatseomedto threaten muck more earnestness than t^e occaftotit 
trDnldaTO>earto oallior. Whatever might be ibe real itttentioft 
of March, and it is probable diere was none settled in his mind, it 
is eerttin thatiie was tmusaally aroused } and most mto Who foimi. 
themselviea throttled by one of a mbidd so ftigpntic, in such a mood 
and in a solitude so deep and hdi>Ios9, would mtteielt inftimidated^ 
and tempted to yield even the- right. Not so^ however, with 
Jl^eerilayerv His countennneo remained tiAmOtod; his hand did 
not shaico. and his answer was given in a voiee that did not resort 
iotbe artmoe ef hmder tones, evenr by-way of pt<^ag its owners 
resolution. 

-. r ^^ "pA may Adk^ fionyy ^til you hriil|r down the motratun,'* 
fha said, qnieiir, ^'but nothing beside trdth tv^ yon ^ake mih 
<mev It is promle thdt Judith- Hnttet' has ne^hus^lLndtoslay. 
"tcud yotf moif noTcr hsr^ a chance to waylay on^, eke^weuld I tdl 
(ii^t* of yoiir tbreat, $n the first ^^eftatiin I held iHl(h tjbe gal." : 
-i' Marshiekased his.gfipe^ ioA sat^ regtod^Rg' the^'Olh^- iiit- fiUBii 
astonishment. .. ■•• 

i ^ I thought we had bee& friends,^ he at length^ addldf ; " but 
^yeti've got the last Mciet of mine that will ever enter yourears^ 
-^ *' I want none, if l^y areto be l&ethis. I know we liv« in the 
>^%ioods, Hurry, and are thought? to be beyond -htunaa iaWs-^cmd 
>^*perhaps wo are so, in fact, whatetei^it riiay be in rig^^tMbut tbtffQ 
•h a Itfw, and a law maker/ thai) rule aeroiss -the whole centi&ent. 
. He that flies in ihe' face of either,- need Aot^ call me fi4*nd:" ^ ''^ 
Ix: it«patnme, Deerskiyer, if I do net beMeve you ate, ut heart, a 
t^lcnuvian, and no fair •^minded, ^oin-^dealing hunter, as ydu'te 
T|jrfitehdediober 

" Fair-minded or not, Htirrv, yon will find m&aeplftilb>dei^g 
in deeds as I am in words. But this giving way to sudden anger 
is foolish, and proves how little you ^ve sojourned with the red 
men. Judith Mutter no doubtis still «ngle, and you spoke but as 
the tongue ran, and not as the heart felt. There's my hand, and 
we will say and thhxk no more about it." 

Hurry seemed more surprised -than ever ; then he burst fprth^in 
tt'hmd good«>]iaiu{ad laugby t^ich brought teoi^ to his e^s. 
After tki% <he ooeepied the o&&^ hand, and th# pArtlee became 
friends. ..»•.• •. • 

'^'Tweuld hove 'been foolish to Qtiarrel 'ubout an idee,"*Mai«h 

cried, tu he rsBUtned- his meal, *' aud more like hiwyers m ihe 

towns than like sCniadble men in tho woods. They tell me, Deir- 

'"tyer, muoh iU blood gxowa out of ideee, among the people in tlie 
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k«i9f ^omlicib 9Si^ tltiftt thej msm^tmn fet to extnmitileB upcA 

•. ** lliat ^ tb^—tihat do tkey; «nd about other matters that 
might better be left to take care of themselves. I hare heard the 
MifrvfidpB say; that th«re are landfl iitwluoh men quarvel eren 
(KKasamin^ their reliitioii ; (unL if they oan get tiieir tempers up on 
aiteh a awbjecl^ Hurry, ike Lord have mnrcy on 'em. ilowsever 
there ia no oeoastou for oiur following* their example, ami mxan 
especiaUy about a husband that this Judith flutter may never see* 
or nav«r vfislk to eee. For my part, I feel more eur'osity aboat the 
feebJe-witted sister than about your beauty. There's something 
that eomes dode to a man's feelin's, when he meets inrithaMloir 
ereatur* that haa all the outvard show of an aeoonntable mofiaL 
fffkd Mfh> MIb of being ivhat he seoma, only thtmigh a.laok dk 
]te«^an4 This: is ba^ enough in a man; but when it<iome» to. a 
jiremanf and she: a^ ^^ung* and i^ay-be a winning eveatar', it 
touches ^ the pitifuA thoughts hie natur' has. Godiknixwi, Hnrry, 
jthat'SuqhpOortyngB are defenoeleas enough ^Wifehiall their wile 
^kbo# !ek : 3a^ it'sia Qiru^l f^rfej^n' ^hen^at gveat pmteotor anil 
guide JTails *em/' i 

' .i*;JftHrfeietl)ie€a»teyei^yonkn$^wh»tthehnatett,andtran^^ 
:aaft peitiey-rmeniib/ genQ9aL.be;: and their ..best friends wulnift 
.d^Dty. tbipt they are bf^dstrong? and ^iven:t9 having thisir 01^ wag, 
;^Wlw<mtnmeh bethinluitg 'em of Qth&r;peoplt'f r^te.or IseUn'fhr- 
aiaiS^t J d^i^'t'thiii^ ibe;4nA% is to.be,d7und,m aQ 4hia tegioA, 
^*lrtfe]JftTiR:Af«RijS»lity^u*t»« Jf;bQ Q0uld5.no> not even afted- 

'^ f^'Ti^tfi^ ^'^d Hun^, you do tha Del^warei^ at leaat, and all 
their 'allied tmbesr onls^Justioe* for a red-eddn laaka upon a being 
thu4 st^ok by God*s power aa espeeiaUy under hia oare. I rejoioe 

. to liear T^hat jou say, howsev^r^ I r^oiee to heai^it.; butisatiie 
fW is be^piuung to turn tQwa«ds.the aftemeon's sky, hadw^nft 
fmi^T atrMte the trail ag'in, imd nxake foswacd, that wo may get 
an opportunity ol seeing these, wonderful sistera }" 

iQlurry iMar^ giving a oheerful asaent, tha remnants of tiie meal 
Wf^ra^ soon -colleotcd $ then the . tmy^liejs shouldered their, pw^ 
resumed fheir arms, and, quitting the little areoi at lights thfj 

, i^gig«l,e}¥m^iQto.th9 de^ ehadowa Of tho ferealfc. 

: :"';; . cHAPTBRiL ••■ ^ ' ' ' ;:; 

^i '. ^' > *Mli6io'rtpMrfngfKMa<ke]»k»*8 green sidd, 

, ^,, : J. Aodthekuntcr'fheiMilkswaf; ■ . - .:; 

For the time of .flowess, for the snmiMf^e pi&d^ , . f^ 

Davghterl tbou cai^l not Bt^ "— ^«cor4^ (jf Trc^maiU , 

^ 063a iifno a^vmtwrera had not faf to go* Hunry knew tbe diiraetien 
...M' s^n^a'b^bed- I6un(lthe'opei).4potand th^aprinii, wA he tMW 
led on with the confident step of a man assured of his objeetw TtL9 
Ifirwt waH' d9rk5 ae:a;mattcff of eodlnei batiit wat no longer ob- 
" i by, undnnr-binish, and the footing* was ton and dry. < After 
Lg ne^ a, mil^ Uarob stopped, and began to east about 
I iflL i9%,iuring leeb eKanunmg.tht diffcMut obi^ta-ieitia 



«fe» afid ooeano&ally taming: liis eyes on the tnmks of the fallen 
trees, with which the ground was well sprinkled, as is usually the 
ease in an American wood, especiaUv in those parts of the country 
where timber has not yet become valuable. 

" Thif must be the place, Deerslayer," March at length observed ; 
** here is a beech by the side of a hemlock, with three pines at 
hand, and yonder is a white birch with a broken top ; and yet I 
see no rook, nor any of the branches bent down, as I told you would 
be the ease." 

''Broken bran<^ed are onskilfal landmarks, as the least-ex* 
per^enced know that branches don't often break of themselves," 
TCiumed the other; *'and they also lead to suspicion and dis- 
MTeries. The Delawares never trust to broken branches, unless it 
is in friendly times, and on an open trail. As for the beeches, and 
pines, and hemlocks, why, they are to be seen on all sides of us, not 
flttlv by twos and threes, but by forties, and fifties, and hundreds.** 

**^Ywy true, Deerslayer ; but you never oalculate on position. 
Here is a beech and a hemlock " 

'* Tes, and tiiere is another beech and a hemlock, as loving as 
two brothers, or, for that matter, more loving than some brothers; 
aaid yonder are others, for neither tree is a rarity in these woods. 
I fear me. Hurry, vou are better at trapping beaver and shooting 
bears, tiian at leading on a blindish sort of a trail. Ha ! there^i 
what you wish to find, after all !*' 

•* Now, Deerslayer, this is one of your Delaware pretensions, for. 
hang me if I see any thing but these trees, which do seem to start 
up around us, in a most onaccoimtable and perplexing manner." 

" Look this-a-way, Hurry—here, in a line with the black oak^ 
don't you see the crooked sapling that is hooked up in the branches 
of tlie bass-wood, near it? Now, that sapling was once snow- 
ridd«i) and got the bend by its weight ; but it never straightened 
itself, and fastened itself in among the bass-wood branches in the 
miyyoa see. The hand of man did that act of kindness for it." 

"That hand was mine!" exclained Hurry: "I found the 
, young thing) bent to the airth, like an unfortunate creatur' 



borne down by misrortnne, and stuck it uj) where you see it. After 
aU, Deerslayer, I must allow, you're gettmg to have an oncommon 
good eye for the woods !" 

"'Tis improving. Hurry— 'tis improving, I will acknowledge; 
but 'tis still only a child's eye, compared to some I know. There's 
Tamenund, now, though a man so old that few remember when he 
was in his prime, Tamenund lets nothing escape his look, which is 
more like the scent of a hound than the sight of an e:^e. Then 
Uncas, the fatiier of Chingachgook, and the lawfid chief of th« 
Mofadaans, is another that it is ahnost hopeless, to pass unseen. Tm 
impTOfiag, I will allow— I'm improving, but fat from being perw 
lect, as yet." 

"And who is this Chingachgook, of whom you talk so much, 
Deerslayer?" asked Hurry, as he moved off in the direction of the 
lighted aat^gt "a loping red-skin, at the best I make oo 
questioii," 
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**Eg^ flo» Hw^, Imirtlie best of loping nd-sldas, m yon call 
em. If he Had liis rights, he would be a great chief; but, as it is, 
OB is only a braye and just-minded Delaware ; respeoted, and eyen 
obeyed in some things, 'tis true, but of a fallen race, and belonging 
to a fallen people. Ah I Harry Marcb, 'twould warm the heart 
within you to sit in their lodges of a winter's night, and Usten to 
tbe tractions of the ancient greatness and power of the Mohicans I" 

"Harkee, M'nd Nathaniel," said Hurry, stop^g short to face 
Ins companion, in order that his words might carry greater weight 
with them, **if a man believed all that other people (^oose to say 
in their own favour, he might get an oversized opinion o| them» 
and an undersized opinion of himself. These red-skins are notable 
hoasteta, and I set down more than half of their traditions as Buie 
talk." 

" There is truth in what you say. Hurry, I'U not deny it, for I've 
seen it, and believe it. They do boast, but then that is a i^t froiiK 
natnr' ; and it's sinful to withstand nat'ral gifts. See ; this is the 
spot yon oome to find !" 

This remark cut i^ort the discourse, and both the men now gave 
aE their attention to the object immediately before them. Deer« 
slayer pointed out to his companion the trunk of a huge linden, ot 
bass-wood, as it is termed in the language of the country, whidli 
had filled its time, and fallen by its own weight. This tree, like 
so many millions of its brethren, lay where it had fallen, and was 
mouldering under the slow, but oeoiiain infiuence of the seasons* 
The decay, however, had attacked its centre, even while it stood 
ereety in the pride of vegetation, hollowing out its heart, as 
disease sometimes destroys the vitals of animal life, even whil^ tt 
fair exterior is presented to the observer. As the trunk lay stretched 
for near a hundred feet along the earth, the quick eye of tiie 
hunter detected this peculiarity, and, from this and other ciroani<k 
stanees, he knew it to be the tree of which March was in aeareh. 

** Ay, here we have what we want," cried Hurry, lookbg in at 
the larger end of the linden; ** eterything is as snuff as if it bad 
been left in an old woman's cupboard. Come, lena me a haod^ 
Deerslayer, and we'll be afloat in half an hour." 

At this call the hunter joined his companion, and the two went 
to W(»k deliberately, and regularly, like men accustomed to the 
sort of thing in which they were employed. In the first pkce, 
HniTy removed some nieces of bark that lay before the large open- 
. ing in the tree, and which the other declared to be disposed m a 
way that would have been more likely to attract attention, than to 
conceal the cover, had any straggler xjassed that way. The two* 
then, drew out a back canoe, containing its seats, paddles, ana 
other api^iances, even to fishing lines and rods. This vessel wai 
by BO means small ; but such was its comparative lightness, etod 
so gigantic was the strength of Hurry, that the latter ^o^erej 
it with seeming ease, declining all assistance, evenin the act of raising 
it to the awkward portion in which he was obliged to hold it. 

" Lead ahead, Deerslayer," said March, " and open the bwhes; 
the rest I can do fov myself." 
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The oilier obeyed, and the men left the spotj Deerslayeir clearing 
the way for his companion, and inclining to the right, or to tmi 
left, as the latter directed. In about ten minutes, they both broke 
suddenly into the brilliant light of the sun, on a low gravelly poinl^ 
that was washed by water on quite half its outline. 

An exclamation of surprise broke from the Kps of Deerslayer, aa 
exclamation that was low and guardedly made, however, for his 
habits were much more thoughtful and regulated than those of the 
reckless Hurry, when, on reaching the margin of the lake, he 
beheld the view that unexi)ectedly met his gaze. It was, in truUi, 
sufficiently striking to merit a brief description. On a level with 
the point lay a broad sheet of water, so placid and limpid, that it 
resembled a bed of the pure mountain atmosphere, compressed into 
a setting of hills and woods. Its length was about three leagues, 
while ite breadth was irregular, expanding to half a league, or even 
more, opposite to the point, and contracting to loss than half that 
distance, more to the southward. Of course, its margin was irre- 
gular, being indented by bays, and broken by many projecting, low 
points. At its northern, or nearest end, it was bounded by an 
isolated mountain, lower land falling off, east and west, gracerally 
relieving the sweep of the outline. Still the character of the coun- 
try was mountainous ; high hills, or low mountains, rising abruptly 
from the water, on quite nine-tenths of its circuit. The exceptions, . 
indeed, only served a little to vary the scene ; and even beyond the 
parts of the shore that were comparatively low, the back-ground 
was high,, though more distant. 

But the most striking peculiarities of this scene were its solemn , 
BoHtude, and sweet repose. On all sides, wherever the eye tume^ 
nothing met it but the mirror-like surface of the lake, the placid 
view of heaven, and the dense setting of woods. So rich and deeoy 
were the outlines of the forest that scarce an opening could be seen, 
the whole visible earth, from the rounded moxmtain-topi to the 
water's edge, presenting one unvaried line of unbroken verdure, 
As if vegetation were not satisfied with a triumph so complete, the 
trees overhung the lake itself, shooting out towards ^e lig^t ; and 
there were miles along its eastern shore, where a boat might have 
pulled beneath the branches of dark Rembrandt-looking hemlocks, 
"quivering aspend,*' and melancholy pines. In a word, the hand 
of man had never yet defaced or deformed any part of iMs native 
scene, which lay bathed in the sun-light, a glorious picture of 
affluent forest-grandeur, softened by the balminess of Jnne, and 
relieved by the beautiful variety afforded by the presence of so 
broad an expanse of water. 

" This is grand !— 'tis solemn !— 'tis an edication of itseL^ to look 
npon !*' exclaimed Deerslayer, as he stood leaning on his rifle, and 

ring to the ri^ht and left, north and soutii, above and beneath, 
whichever direction his eye conld wander ; "not a tree dis- 
turbed even by red-skin hand, as I can discover, but everytiiing 
left in the ordering of the Lord, to live and die aoeoiding to his 
own designs and laws ! Hurry, your Jndith ought to be a moral 
and well-disposed young woman, if she has passed half the time 
you mention in the centre of a spot so favourea." 
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' ^Tbafs a naked truth ; and yet the gal has the vagaries. AU 
aer tiiu^ \ ds not been passed here, howsever, old Tom having the 
eostomt afore I know'd him, of going to spend the winters in the 
neighbofurhood of the settlers, or under the guns of the forts. No, 
no, Jude has caught more than is for her good from the settlers* 
■ad eapecudJly from the gallontifyin^ o£icers." 

'' If she ha«r~ if she has, Hurry, this is a school to set her mind 
right a^'iii. But what is this I see off here, abreast of us, %hat 
see ma too small for an island, and too large for a boat, though it 
stands in the> midst of the water." 

" Why, that is what these gallanting gentry, from the forts, call 
Muskrat Castle; and old Tom himself will grin at the name, 
though it bears so hard on his own natur' and character. 'Tis the - 
stationary house, tliere being two; this, which never moves, and 
the other, that floats, heing sometimes in one part of the lake, and 
sometimes in another. The last goes by the name of the ark, 
thougli what may be the meaning of the word is more than I can 
tell you." 

. ••It must come from the missionaries, Hurry, whom 1 have 
heard ftpeak and read of such a thing. They say that the 'arth 
wa« onee covered with water, and that Noah, with his children, 
vese saved from drowning by building a vessel called an ark, m 
which he embarked in season. Some of the Delawares believe this 
tmdition, and some denj it ; but it behoves you and me, as white 
men bornu to put our f^th in its truth*. Do you &ee anythin^^ of 
this ark?' 

*"Tii down aoatb, no .doubt,, or anchored in some of the bays. 
•Butthecanoeis ready, and mteen minutes will carry two such 
paddles as your'n and mine, to the castle." 

At this suggestion, Deerslayer helped his companion to place the 
different articles in the canoe, which was already afloat. This 
was no sooner done, than the two frontier-men embarked, and, by 
a vi^raroos push, sent the light bark some eight or ten rods from 
the shore. Hurry now took the seat in the stern, while Deerslayer 
placed himself forward, and, by leisurely but steady strokes of the 
paddles, the canoe glided across the placid sheet, towards the extra- 
ordinary-looking structure that the former had styled Muskrat 
Castle. Sevt^al times the men ceased paddling, and looked about 
. tbam at the scene, as new glimpses opened from behind points 
* enabling: them to see further down the lake, or to get broader 
•views of the wooded mountains. The only changes, however, were 
in the new forms of the hills, the varyiQg curvature of the bays, 
and the wider reaches of the valley-south ; the whole earth, appa- 
.. venftr* being clothed in a gala-dress of leaves. 

•*:This..tt a si^ht to warm the heart!" exclaimed Deerslayer, 
when they had thus stopped for the fourth or flfth time ; ** the 
lake^aeema made to let us get an insight into the noble forests ; and 
land and water, alikc^ i^tand in the oeauty of God's providence I 
Bo you say. Hur;ry, that there i^ no man who calls himself lawful 
owner of all these g^oiiea ?** . . 

** Kone but the kmg, lad. He may pretend to some right of that 
natDv' but he is 10 fax away, that his claim wUl never trouble oltf 
B 
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Tom Hutter, "who has ^ot possession, and is like to keep it as long 
as his life lasts. Tom is no squatter, not being on land ; but I caU 
nim a floater." 

"I invy that man !— I know it*s wrong, and I strive ag'in the 
feelin', but I invy that man ! Don't think, Hurry, that I*m oon- 
sarting any plan to put myself in his moccasins, for such a thought 
doesn't harbour in my mind ; but I can't help a little invy ! 'Tis 
a nat'ral feeling', and the best of us are but nat'ral, after all, and 
give way to such feelin' s, at times."^ 

" You ve only to marry Hetty to inherit half the estate," cried 
Hurr^, laughing ; ** the gal is comely ; nay, if it wasn't for her 
sister s beauty, she would be even handsome ; and then her wits 
are so small, that you may easily convart her into one of your own 
way of thinking, in all things. Do you take Hett^ off the old fel- 
low's hands, and Til engage he *11 give you an interest in every 
deer you can knock over within five miles of his lake." 

" Does game abound !" suddenly demanded the other, who paid 
but little attention to March's raillery. 

" It has the country to itself. Scarce a trigger is pulled on it ; 
and as for the trappers, this is not a region they greatly frequent. 
I ought not to be so much here, myself, but Juae pulls one way, 
while the beaver pulls anotiber, More than a hundred Spanish 
dollars has that creatur' cost me, the two last seasons ; and yet I 
oould not forego the wish to look upon her face once more." 

" Do the red-men often visit this lake. Hurry ?" cosntinaed Deer- 
slayer, pursuing his o^vn train of thought. 

"Why, they come and go ; sometimes in parties, and sometimes 
singly. The country seems to belong to no native tribe in par- 
ticular ; and so it has fallen into the hands of the Hutter tnbe. 
The old man teUs me that some sharp ones have been wheedling the 
Mohawks for an Indian deed, in order to get a title out of the 
colony ; but nothing has come of it, seeing that no one, heavy 
enough for such a trade, has yet meddled with th^ matter. The 
hunters have a good life-lease, still, of this wilderness." 

** So much the better — so much the better, Hurry. If I was £ing 
of England, the man that felled one of these trees without good 
occasion for the timber, should be banished to a desarted and for- 
lorn region, in which no four footed animal ever trod. Ei^ht glad . 
am I that Chingachgook app'inted our meeting on this lake^ 
for, hitherto, eye of mine never looked on sueh a gloriotM 
spectacle !" 

" That's because you've kept so much among the Delawares. in 
whose countrj there are no lakes. Now, farther north, and farther 
west, these bits of water aboimd ; and you're young, and may yet 
live to see 'em. But, though there be other lakes, Deeridayer, there's 
no other Judith Hutter. 

At this remark his companion ssuledy and then he dropped his 
raddle into the water, as if in consideration of a lover s haste* 
Both now pulled vigorously until they got within a hundred yards 
of the " castle," as Hurry familiarly called the house of Hutter^ 
when they again ceased paddling } the admirer of Jadith reiitraining 
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Ms fect^attence tlie more readily, as he perceived tliat tlie "btiildini* 
tras untenanted, at the moment. This new pause was to enable 
Deerslayer to survey the singular edifice, which was of a construc- 
tion so novel as to merit a particular description. ^ 

Muskrat Castle, as the house had he'en facetiously named by 
some waggish officer, stood in the open lake, at a distance of fully 
a quarter of a mile from the nearest shore. On every other side the 
water extended much farther, the precise position being distant 
about two miles from the northern end of the sheet, and near, if 
not quite, a mile from its eastern shore. As there was not the 
smallest appearance of any island, but the house stood on piles, 
with the water flowing beneath it, and Deerslayer had already dis- 
corered that the lake was of a great depth, he was fain to ask an 
explanation of this sinmlar circumstance. Hurry solved the diffi- 
ernty by telling him that on this spot alone, a long narrow shoal, 
which extended for a few hundred yards in a north and south 
direction, rose 'Within six or eight feet of the surface of the lake, and 
tiiat Hutter had driven piles into it, and placed his habitation on 
Uiem, for the purpose of security. 

*• The old fellow was burnt out three times, atween the Indians 
aad the hunters ; and in one affray with the redskins he lost his 
only son, since which time he has taken to the water for safety. 
No one can attack him here without coming in a boat, and the 
plunder and scalps Would scarce b6 worth the trouble of digging 
out canoes. Then it's by no means sartain which would whip, in 
such a skrimmage, for old Tom is well sni)plied with arms and 
ammunitiGn, and the castle, as you may see, is a tight breast- work, 
ag'in light shot." 

Deerslayer had some theoretical knowledge of frontier warfare, 
though he had never been called on to raise his hand, in anger, 
against a fellow -creature.^ He saw that Hurry did not overrate the 
strength of this position, in a military point of view, since it would 
not be easy to attack it, without exposing: the assailants to the fire 
of the besieg^ed. A good deal of art haa also been manifested in 
tBe disposition of the timber, of which the building was constructed, 
fuad which afforded a protection much greater than was usual to 
the ordinary log-cabins of the frontier. The sides and ends were 
composed of the trunks of large fines, cut about nine feet long, 
and placed upright, instead of being laid horizontally, as was the 
practice of the conntrjr. These logs were squared on three sides, 
and had larfe tenons on each end. Massive sills were secured on 
thd heads of the piles, with suitable grooves dug out of their upper 
BTttfaces, which had been squared for the purpose, and the lower 
tenons of the upright pieces were placed in these grooves, giving 
them a seotife fastening below. Plates had been laid on the upper 
ends of the npright logs, and were kept in their places by a similar 
doiitriVBnee ; the several comers of the structure being well fastened 
by scarfing and pinning the sills and plates. The floors ivere made 
•f smaller logs, similarly squared, and the roof was composed of 
fiffht poles, firmly united, and well covered with bark. The effect 
of tral t&ge&ious atnmgement was to give its owner a bouse that 
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could be appfoaehed only bv water, the sides of lAdetx were m|« 
posed of logs, closely wedgea to^etber, which were two feet tbi3c 
m their tmnncst parts, and which could be separated only by a 
deliberate and laborious use of human hands, or by the slow opera- 
tion of time. The outer surface of the building was rude and 
nneven, the logs being of unequal sizes ; but the squared surfaces 
\7ithin £[aYe both the sides and floor as uniform an appearance as 
was desired, either for use or show. The chimney was not the 
least singular portion of the castle, as Hurry made nis companion 
observe, while ne explained the process by which it bad been made. 
The material was a stiff cUy, properly worked, which had been 
put together in a mould of sticks, and suffered to harden* a foot or 
two at a time, commencing at the bottom. When the entire chim- 
ney had tnus been raised, and had been properly bound in with 
outward props, a brisk. fixe was kindled, and kept going untilit 
was burned to somethinp^ like a brick-red. This had not been an 
easy operation, nor had it succeeded entirely ; but by dint of iiUing 
the cracks witn fresh clay, a safe fireplace and chimney had been 
obtained in the end. This part of the work stood on the log<fioor, 
.secured beneath by an extra jale. There were a few other peculi- 
arities about this dwelling, wmcli will better appear in the course 
' of the narratiye. 

, '* Old Tom is full of contrivances,'* added Hurry, " and he set 

Ha heart on the success of his chimney, wnich tmreatened, more 

; tban once, to give out altogether ; but parseverance wiU even 

^ overcome smoke ; and now he has a comfortable cabin of 'it» though 

it did promise, at one time, to/ber a chinlf^yeortof aflt^etocarry 

Barnes and fire." 

'' You seem to laww the wbple* history^ of the^ castlej Hurry, 
chimney and fiides»" said Deerslayer* smiling ; /* is love so over- 
eoming that it causes a man to study the story pf his sweethear.t*s 
habitation?" 

"ParUjr that, lad, and -partly eyesiglit,** rettlrned the good- 
natured giant, laughing X " there was a large gang of us, in at the 
; lake, the summer the old fellow built, and we helped him along 
' with the job. I raised no small part of the weight of them uprights, 
, with my own shoulders, and tlie axes fbw* I can inform you. Master 
. Katty^ while we w^re bee-ing it among ,the trees ashore. The ol^d 
devil 1^ no ways stingy about food, and as we had often cat at his 



the ^vij of wits, has a wonderful particular way about a &ying-pan 
or Bjradiron l" 

while the parties were thus discoursing, the canoe had been 

gradually drawing nearer to tlie *' castle," and was now so close, as 

to require but a single stroke of a paddle to reach the landisg. 

U)his was at a fioored platform in firont of the entrance, that might 

.have been some twenty feet square. 

'*01d Tom calls this sort of a wharf his door-yard, obserYod 
Bunrj^as ho fastened U19 eanoe, fdj^^ he ^n^lus companion had 
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S8f6 ^i "kad the grftUauts from the f^M have named it iSke * oasde 
' eottrt/ though what a * court' can have to do here, is more than I 
' can tell you, seeing that there is no law. 'Tis as I supi^osed; not 
a iMitxl %ithtn, but the wh<de family is off on a vVge of discovery." 
• While Horry was bustling about the " door-yard/'^ examining 
the fishing-spears, rods, nets, and other inmilar appliances of a 

• toiitie*^ cabin, Beerslayer, whose manner was altogether more 
rcbtdtfedand quiet, entered the building, with a curiosity that was 
'not usualiy exhibited by one so long trained in Indian habits. The 

• interior or the •* castle" was as faidtlessly neat, as its exterior was 
•norvel; The entiffe space, «ome twenty feet by forty, was subdivided 
'into several small sleeping-rooms; the apartment into which he 

' iirst entered, serving equally for the ordmary uses of its ininates, 

• anil for ti Mtchen. The furniture was of the strange mixture that 
-it is not uncommon to find in the remotely situated long-tenements 

of the interior. Most of it was rude, and, to the last degree, rustic'; 
'Hut there was a clock, with a handsome case of dark wood, in a 

cornei^.and two or three chairs, with a table and bureau, that had 

evidently come from some dwelling of more than usual pretension. 

The clock was industriouslr ticking, but its leaden-looking hands 
'did no discredit to -their dnll aspect, for they pointed to the hour of 
. eleven^ though the sun plainly showed it was Bome time past the 

turn of the day. There was also a dark, massive chest. The 

• kitchen utensils were of the simplest kind, and far from nnmertnw, 
' but every article was in its place, and tSiowed theniijest care in its 
' coiidition.. ■ • ■- '■■''•'■■ 

"< ' ^ffcdr'Beerslttyef hid caist k look abotit*Mtt in the outet room, he 
raise4 a wooden la^h, and entered a narrow passage ^^t divided 
'thtemnerendof thehoujse into twb egual' parts. Frontier usages 
; being iio Way scrupulous, and hifl curiosity being stronglv excited, 
' €te fvfftQ^ main now opened a door, and found himself in a Bed-room. 
/L single glance sufficed to show that the apartment belonged to 
females.' The oed was of the feathers of vmd geese, and filled 

• nearly' to overflowing j but it lay in a rude bunk, raised only a foot 
^from the floor. On one side of it wete arranged, on peps, variods 
■^dre^sjes, of a quality much' i^uperior to what one' would expect to 
^ineet in &iXih a place, with ribands, and o13ier simllajr articles,^ 
- cortesjpond. Prftty shoes, with: handsome silver buckle*, such as 
^ were pien worn by femaleis in easfj' cirtmm^aiices, wer^f not wantinj:; 
^^cofiitd kfes than isix fens, '6f gay'colonrs, were ]^aced half open, m 
^'t, VdiV -ib tJatch the eye by their conceits and hues.' Bve«i tfte 
^afow, tax this side of the bed, was covered with finer linen than its 
' ■ t topknion, anditiwas ornamented With a small ruflle. A eap, 

coqu^ttishly decorated with ribands, ^ung above it, and a pair ei 

'^ohg i&ves, such as wete rardty used in those days by persons of 

Haitmhdur^g closes, were pinned ost^ntsition^y to it, its if wltti 

imwtSntion to exhibit tJiMnthiBre, if they conli not be shoWn <^ 

tacbwuer's arms. 

I thi4 Deerslayer saw, and noted with a degree of minuteness 

' " ' '.' have done credit to the habitual observation of his 

^BdftWttres. 'Notdidhe'failtb^roeive tbedist^otkn 
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that existed beiwe^ the appearances on the difSsrent sides of &10 
bed, the head of which stood against the wall. On that opposite to 
the one just described, everything vas homely, and uninviting 
exoei)t through its perfect neatness. The few garments that were 
hanging from the pe^s, were of the coarsest materials, and of the 
commonest forms, wmle nothing seemed made for show. Of ribands 
there was not one ; nor was tnere either cap or kerchief, beyond 
those which Butter's daughters mi^t be fairly entitled to wear. 

It was now several years since Deerslaver had been in a spot 
especially devoted to the uses of females of nis own colour and race. 
The sight brought back to his mind a rush of childish recollections ; 
and he lingered in the room with a tenderness of feeling to which 
he had long, been a stranger. He bethought him of his mother, 
whose homely vestments he remembered to have seen hanging on 

gegs, like those which he felt must belong to Hetty Hutter ; and 
e bethought himself of a sister, whose incipient and native taste 
• tuv finery had exhibited itself somewhat in the manner of that of 
Judith, though necessarily in a less degree. These little resem- 
blances opened a long-hidden vein of sensations ; and as he quitted 
the room, it was with a saddened, mien. He looked no further, but 
returned slowly and thoughtfully towards the " door-yard." 

*' Old Tom has taken to a new calling, and has been trjdng his 
hand at the traps," cried Hurry, who had been coolly examining 
the borderer's implements ; " if that is hia humour, and you're dis- 
posed to remain in these parts, we can make an oncommp)! com- 
fortable season of it; for, while the old man and I out-knowledffe 
the beaver, you can fish, and knock down the deer, to keep body 
and spul together. We always give the poorest hunters naif a 
share, but one as actyve and sartain as yourself, might expect a 
full one." 

. ** Thank'ee, Hurry ; thank'ee, with all my heart— but I do a little 
beavering for myself, as occasions ofifer. 'Tis true, the Belawares 
oall me Deerslayer, but it's not so much because J'm pretty fatal 
with the venison, as because that while I kill so many bucks and 
does, I've never yet taken the life of a fellow- creatur* I They say 
their traditions 0.0 not tell of another who had shed so much plood 
of animals, that had not shed the blood of man." 

** I hope they don t account you chicken-hearted, lad? A fei»t- 
^earted man is like a no-tailed beaver." 

"I don't believe, Hurry, that they account me as out-of-t3ie-way 
timorsome, even though they may not account me as out-of-the- 
yay brave. But I'm not quarrelsome; and that goes a great way 
k>wards keeping blood off the hands, among the hunters and red- 
i^Kins ; apd then, Harry March, it keeps blood off the conscience 
too," 

** Well, for my part, I account game, a red-skin, and a Frenchman 
^ pretty much the same thing; though I'm as onquari^lsome a 
man, too, as there is in all the Colonies. I despise a quarreller, ftfl 
X do a ci4r-dog ; but one has no need to be oyer-scrupulsome, when 
it's the right time to show the flipt." 

"I looi: upon him as the mM c( ^ W^ who s^ia uearest thfli. 
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right. Hurry. But this is a glorious spot, and my eyes never 
»- weary looking: at it !" 

*• 'Tis your nrst acquaintance with a lake ; and these idees come 
over us all, at such times. Lakes have a general character, as I 
Bay, being pretty much water and land, and points and bays.* ' 

As this definition hv no means met the feelings that were up^r- 
most in the mind of the young hunter, he made no immediate 
answer, but stood gazing at the dark lulls and the glassy water ia 
silent enjoyment. 

*• Have the Governor's, or the King's people given this lake a 
name?" he suddenly asked, as if struck with a new idea. "If 
they've not begun to blaze their trees, and set up their compasses, 
and line off their maps, it's likely they've not bethought them to 
disturb natur' with a name." 

" They've not got to that, yet ; and the last time I went in with 
flikins, one of the King's surveyors was questioning me consarnin^ 
all the region hereabouts. He had heard that there was a lake in 
this quarter, and had f:ot some general notions about it, such as that 
tihere was water and hills; but how much of either, he know'd no 
more than you know of the Mohawk tongue. I didn't open the trap 
any wider than was necessary, giving him but poor encouragement 
in the way of farms and clearings. In short, I left on his mind 
some such opinion of this country as a man gets of a spring of dirty 
water, with a path to it that is so muddy that one mires afore ho 
sets out. He told me they hadn't got the spot down, yet, on their 
maps ; though I conclude that is a mistake, for he showed me his 
parchment, and there is a lake down on it where there is no lake, 
in fact, and which is about fifty miles from the place where it ought 
to be, if they meant it for this. I don't thiuK my account will 
encourage him to mark down another by way of improvement." 

Here Blurry laughed heartily, such tricks being particularly 
grateful to a set of men who dreaded the approaches of civilization 
as a curtailment of their Qwn lawless empire. The egregious errors 
that existed in the maps of the day, all of which were made in 
Europe, was, moreover, a standing topic of ridicule among them ; 
for, if uiey had not science enough to make any better themselves, 
they had su^oient local information to detect the gross blunders 
contained in those that existed. Any one, who will take the trouble 
to compare these unanswerable evidences of the topographical skill 
of our fathers a century since, with the more accurate sketches of . 
our own time, will at once perceive that the men of the woods had* 
sufficient justification for all their criticism on this branch of the 
skill of the colonial governments, which did not at all hesitate to 
place a river, or a lake, a degree or two out of the way, even 
though they lay within a day's march of the inhabited parts of the 
tountry. 

"I'm glad it has no name," resumed Bcerslayer, "or, at least 
no pale-lace name ; for their christenings always foretell waste and 
destruction. No doubt, bowse ver, the red- skins have their modes 
of knowing it, and the hunters and trappers, too ; they are likely 
to oali the pl^ce by something reasonable and resembling.' 
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•* As for the tribesi each, has its own tongue, and its own way of 
calling things ; and they treat this part of the world just as they 
treat all others. Among ourselves, we've got to calling the place 
the 'Glimmerglass,' seeing that its whole basin is so often fringed 
with pines, cast upward from its face ; as if it would throw back 
the hills that hang over it.*' 

" There is an outlet, I know, for all lakes have outlets, and the 
rock at which I am to meet Chingaohgook stands near an outlet. 
Has that no Colony-name, yet ?" . 

" In that particular they've got the advantage of us, haying one 
end, and that the biggest, in their own keeping ; they've given it a 
name which has found its way up to its source ; names nat'rally 
working up stream. No doubt, Deerslayer, you've seen the Susquc- 
hiinnah, down in the Delaware country ?" 

" That have I, and hunted alc^ig its banks a hundred times.** . 

'* That and this are the same, in fact, and, I suppose, .the same in 
/sound. I am glad they've been compelled to keep the red-men'n 
name, for it would be too hard to rob them of both land and 
flstme !" 

Deerslayer made bo answer ; but he stood leajung on "his riflA, 
gazing at the view which so much delighted him. The reader is 
.net to suppose, however, that it was the picturesque alone which so 
strongly attraeted his attention. I'he spot was very lovely, of. A 
truth, and it was then seen in one of its most fiavourable moment^; 
the suifaoe of tJie lake b^ing as smooth as glass, and as limpid as 
pureair, throwing ba«ck the mountains, clothed in dark pines, alon^ 
the whole of its eastern boundary, tide points thrusting forward 
their trees even to nearly horizontal lines, while the bays were seen 
glittering through an occasional arch beneath, left by a vault fretted 
with branches and leaves. It was the air of deep repose — the soli- 
tudes, that spoke of scenes and forests untouched by the liands.of 
.ipan— the reign of aatuve, in a word, that gave so much pure de- 
light to one of his habits and turn of mind. Still, he felt, though 
it was unconsciously, like a poet also. If he found a pleasure m 
studying this large, and, to him, unusual opening into the myii- 
teries and forms of thue woods, as one is gratified in getting broaoer 
tiews of any subject that has long occupied his thoughts, he was 
not insensible to the ii^nate loveliness of such a landscape neithea*, 
out felt a i)ortion of that soothing of the spirit which is a common 
attendant of a scene so thoroughly pervaded by the Wy calm of 
nature* 

CEAPTBRm. 

** Come, Bbafl we go and IdU tu TeBisoB f 
And yet it irks me, the poor d»ppled fools,— 
Bein/j native burghers of thfs desert city,— 
Should^ m their own oonfiaee, with forked heads 
Have twir zonad haunehee gored." BiuxsriABa. 

TTiTRBT Habet thought moire of the beauties of Judith Hutter 
than of those of the OUmmergloss and it* accompanying scenery. 
As soon as he had taken a sufficiently intimate survey of floating 
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Xpin*8 i]»plementfi« therefore, he summoned his companion to fhe 
canoe, that they might go down the lake in qnest olf the family. 
Frevionsly to embarking, however, Hurry carefully examined the 
whole of the northern end of the water, with an indifferent ship's 
glass, that formed a part of Hutter's effects. In this scrutiny, no 
part of the shore was overiooked ; the bays and points, in parti- 
cular, being subjected to a closer inquiry than the rest of the wooded 
boundary 

"'Tis as 1 thought,** said Hurry, laying aside the rfass 5 "the 
old fellow is drifting about the soutn ena, this Ihie weather, and has 
left the castle to defend itself. Well, now We know that he is not 
Up thi3-a-way j 'twill be but a small matter to paddle down, and 
hunt him up in Iris hiding-place." 

** Does Master Hutter think it necessary to biuTow on this lake?* 
inquired Deerslayer, as he followed his comnanion into the canoe; 
" to my eye, it is such a solitude as one might open his whole soul 
in, and fear no one to disarrange his thoughts or his worship." 
'- " You forget your friends, the Miny os, and all the f^i«n^ 
-savages, is there a spot on *arth, Deerslayer, to which tiiem dis- 
quiet rogues don't go ? Where is the lake, or even the deer-liek, 
fhat lihe blackguards don't find out ; and, having found out* don't, 
fiboner or late, discolour its water with blood Y*^ 
- '• I hear no good character of them, sartainly, friemd Hurrj^ 
*Hou«h I've never been called on, as yet, to meet them, or any 
other mortal, on the war-path. I dare to say that sueh a lovely 



:that I've pretty much set 'em down, in my owti mitidj as thorough 
miscreants." 

•* You may do ttiat with a safe conscience, or, for that matter, any 
other savage yon may happen to meet.'* 

Here Deerslayer protested, and, as they weiit paddling down thj» 
lake, a hot di^ussion was maintained concerning the respectiye 
merits of the pale-faces and the red-skins. Hurry had all the pre- 
judices and antipathies of a white hunter, who generally regard 
;the Indian as a sort of natural competitor, and, not unfrequently; 

Ss a natural enemy. As a matter of course, he was loud, clamorous, 
ogmatical; and not rery argumentative. Deerslayer, on the other 
-handj manifested a very different temper; proving, by the mode- 
Tation of his language, the fairness of his views, and the simplicity 
of his distinctions, that he possessed every disposition to heair 
reason, a strong, innate dmre to do justice, and an ingenuousness 
that was singularly indisposed to have recourse to sophisms to 
maintain an argument, or to defend a prejudice. StOl, he was not 
altogether free from the influence of the latter feeling. This tjrrant 
of the human mind, which rushes on its prey through a thousand 
avenit#^,''A)Btost^as soon as men begin to think and feel, and which 
.leldopi relio^uishes his iron sway until they cease to do either, had 
*i)aade' some impression on eveii the just pi-opensltles of this indU 
,.lrx49^ wiio probably offered^ in these paHiculaxs, a fair speoimQn 
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of wkal ftlMeiiM from bad example, the want of temptation to go 
WTOoff, and natiye good feelinfc» can render youth. 

"You will allow, Deerslayer, that a Mingo is more than half 
devil," cried Hurrr, following^ up the discussion with an animation 
that touched doselv on ferocity, " though you want to over-per- 
suade me that the Delaware tribe is pretty much made up of angels. 
Kow, I gainsay that proposal, consaming white men, even. All 
white men are not faultless, and therefore all Indians can't be 
faultless. And so your argument is but at the elbow, in the start. 
But, this is what I call reason. Here's three colours on 'arth ; 
white, black, and red. White is the highest colour, and therefore 
the best man; black comes next, and is put to live in the neigh- 
bourhood of ike white man, as tolerable, and fit to be made use of; 
and red comes last, which shows that those that made 'em never 
•expected an Indian to be accounted as more than half human.'* 

•* God made all three alike. Hurry." 

'* Alike ! Do you call a nigger like a white man, or me like an 
Indian?" 

*' You go off at half*oock, and don't hear me out. God made lu 
,all, white, black, and red ; and, no doubt, had his own wise inten- 
tions in colouring us differently.' Still, he made us, in the main, 
much the same in feelin's; though, I'U not deny that he ^ave each 
race its gifts. A white man's gifts are christianized, whue a rcd- 
•kin's avo more for the wilderness. Thus, it would be a ^rcat 
offence for a white man to scalp the dead; whereas, it's a signal 
vartue in an Indian. Then agin a white man cannot amboosh 
women and children in war, while a red-skin may. 'T is a cruel 
work, rU allow; but for them it's hwfiil work; while for««/it 
would be grievous work.'' 

"That depends on your inlmy. As for scalping, or even 
ftkinning a savage, I look upon thorn pretty much the same as 
cutting off the ears of wolves, for the bounty, or stripping a bear of 
^ hide. And then you're out significantly, as to taking the poll 
of a red-skin in hand, seeing that the very Colony has offered a 
bounty for the job; aU the same as it pays for wolves' ears, and 
crews heads." 

" Ay, and a bad bnsiniess it is. Hurry. Even the Indians, them- 
sdvest cry shame on it, seeing it's ag'in a white man's gifts. I do 
not pretend that all the white men do, is properly christianized^ 
«nd according to the lights given them, for then they would be 
what they ought to be; which we know they are not; but I will 
maintain that tradition, and use, and colour, and laws, make such 
a diff^noe in races as to amount to gifts. I do not deny that 
there w» tribes among the Indians that are nat'rally pervarse and 
wicked, as there are nations among the whites. Sow, I account 
^ iiukgos as belonging to the first, and the Frenchers, in the 
Ganadas, to the last, m a state of lawful warfare, such as we 
have lately got into, it is a duty to keep down all compassionate 
foslin's, so far as Ufo goes, ag'in either ; but when it comes to 
Malps, it's a. very diffetent matter," 

" Just hewken to jneasoni if you please, Peerslayw, and tell si# 



U ib» Colony can make oa onlawM law } Isa'i an oniawM law 

more ag'in natur' than scalpin' a sayage ? A law can no more be 
onlawfal, than truth be a lie/' 

" Tha.t Mounds reasonable ; but it has a most onreasonable bear- 
ing. Hurry. Laws don't all come from the same quarter. God 
has given us his'n» and some come from the Colony, aad others 
oome from the king and pofUament. When the Cokmy's laws, or 
even the JEing's laws, run agin tlie laws of Cod, they pet to be 
I ought not to be obeyed. I hold to a white man's 



oniawful, and . 

respecting white laws, so long as they do not cross the traxdL of a 
law comin' from a higher authority ; and for a rod- man to obey his 
own red-skin usages,, under the same privileges. But 'tis iiseless 
talking, as each man will think for nimself. and have his say 
a^eeable to his thoughts. Let us keep a good look«out for your 
friend, Floating Tom, lest we pass him, as he lies hidden undar 
this bushy shore." 

Deeralaj[er had not yet named the borders of the lake amiss. 
Along their whole length, the smaller trees overhung the water, 
with their branches oiten dipping in the transparent el^nent. The 
banks were steep, even from the narrow strand ; and, as vegetation 
invariably struggles towards the light, the ^eot was precisely that 
at which the lover of the picturesque would have aimed, hod the 
ordering of this glorious setting of forest been anbmitted to his 
control. The points and bays, too, were sufGlciently numerous to 
render the outUne broken and di versified. As the canoe kept close 
along the western eide of the lake, with a view, as Hoirnr had 
explained to his companion, of reconnoitring for enemies, before 
be trusted himself too <^enly in sight, the expectations of the two 
adventurers were kept constantly on the streteh, as neither could 
foretell what the next turning of a point might reveal. Their 
progress was swift, the gigantic strength of Hurry enabling him to 
pla:[ with the light bark as if it had been a feather, while the skill 
of ms companion almost equalized their usefulness^ notwithstandiBg 
the disparity in natural means. 

Eaqh time ih^ canoe passed a point, Hurry turned to look 
behind him, expecting to see the "ark" anchored, or beached in 
the bay. He was f atid to be disappointed, howe v^ ; and they got 
within a mile of the southern end of the lake, or a disfajnoe ol 
quite two leagues from the "castle," which was now hidden from view 
py half a dozen interyening projections of the land, when he suddenly 
feascd paddling, as if imoertsan in what direction next to steer. 
. "It is possible that the old chap has dropped into the river,'* 
uid Hurry, after looking carefully along the whole of the eastern . 
enore, which was about a mile distant, and open to his scrutiny for 
more than half its length t ** for he has taken to trapping ca&si-> 
derable, of late, and, barring flood-wood, he might drop down it,- 
% nule or so ; though h.e would have a most scratching time in 
gettm: bac^ aeatn 1 

" where is this outiat^" asked Deerslairer ; " I see no opening in 
the banks, or the trees, that looks aa if it would let a nver nke 
(^ ^^m^ebWLiA run through it." 
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"Ay, Deenlftyer^ rivers are like human nKnrtak; havmsr flntM 

begruuuQgra, and ending with broad shoulders, and wide BiouthA. 
You don't see the outlet, because it passes atween high, steep 
6anks; and the pines, and hemlocks, and bass-woods hang OY&t i^ 
as a roof hangs over a house. If old Tom is not in the ' Bat's 
Cove/ he must have burrowed in the river ; we'll look for him 
£rst in the Cove, and Hien we'll cross to the outlet." 

As they proceeded, Hurry explained that there was a ehaUeir 
bay, formedf bv a lone, low point, that had gotten the name of the 
*' Bat's Cove/ from the circumstance of its being a favourite hau&t 
-of the mu&lu'atj and which offered so complete a eov^ for the 
" ark," that its owner was fond of lying in it* whenever he found 
it convenient. 

" As a man never knows who may be his visitors, in this part of 
the country," continued Hurry, "it's a -great advantage to get a 
good look at 'em, before they come too near, j^^ow it's war, such 
caution is more th^ commonly useful, since a Canadian, or a 
. Mingo, might get into his hut alore he invited 'em. But Butter is 
a fir8t*rate locSk-outer. and caa pretty much scent dangeiv 9» a 
hound soents the deer. ' 

" I abould think the castle so open, that it would be sartain to 
draw luimies, if any hap^sened to find the lake ; a thing enlikely 
enough, I will allow, as it's off the trail of the forts and settla- 
. ments." 

" Why, peerslayer, I've got to believe that a man meets with 

. inimies easier than he mee& witt fri'n^s. It'sskearful to thinjc 

. for hew many causes oae^ets to be your inimy, and for how few 

your fri'nd. Some take up the hatchet because you don't tkUdc 

just as they think; other some because you run ahead of 'em m. 

the same idees; and I once know'd a va^bond that quanrellad 

n^ith a fri'nd because he didn't think him handsome. KoWi you're 

' no monument^ in the way of beauty, yoursdf, Deecslayer, and yet 

you wouldn't be so onreasoaable aa to become my inimy for ju^t 

<«aying so*" 

" I'm as the Lord made me ; and I wish to be accounted no heiUf, 
nor any worse. Good lodes I may not have; &at is te sav, to a 
: degree that the light-minded and vain crave ; but I hope 1 m net 
^ altogether without some ricommend in the way of good eondnct. 
'^ There's few nobler looking men to be seen than yoorsel^Hu^rf S 
,and I know that I am opt to expect any to turn thear eyes on me, 
whcA sueh a one as you can be gajeed on; but I do 3aot know that 
..a hunter is less expart with the riiie, or less to be relied oslI^b food, 
i because he doesn't wish to stop at every shining spnn^ ha mc^ 
imeet, to study hi^ own countenance in the water. 

Here Harry burst into a fit of loud laughter ; for, while he was tec 
, reckless to care pauoh about his owu manifest physical su^riority* 
' he was well aware of it, and, like most men who derive aa]^ ad vantaga 
Irom the accidents of birth, or nature, he was apb to think^ acaa^ 
. placently on the subject, whenever it happened to cross hisinind. i 
" No, no, BeerslAy^r* you're no beauty, as you will own yourself, 
if JOh'U lopk over ^e.side of the.ofUM^'/.h^ (mAi ** JiidSL-irUl«li7 



THB ]»EE9«LA7£B« ^7 

'<a«rt^ yrytftfad^, If y<ra stert her, for a porter tongrae isn't to ho 
found In any gal's head, in or ontof the settlements, if you provoke 

iM^ixxmseit. My advice to you, is never to aggravate Judith; 
thotq^ yontaay tell anything to Hetty, and she'll take it as meek 

'Bs a lamb. No, Jude inll be just as like as not to tell you her 
opinion eonsaming yenr looks.'* 

*' And if she does, Hurry, she will tell me no more than you 
iwive ^xSA already " 

*' ' '"Tou're not thiek'ning up about a small remark, I hope, Deer- 
slayer) when no harm is meant. You are rmt a beauty, as vou must 

' know; and why shouldn't firi'nde tell eaoh other these little trifles? 
If ydu f0a9 handsomei o* met like to be, I'd be one of the first to 
tell you of it ; and that ought to content you. Now, it Jude was to 

•tell nfe that I'm as ugly as a ainn^, I'd take it as a sort of obliga- 

•tito^ and trf not to beheve her." 

•, •'It'fe easy for tikem that natur' has favoured to jest about suA 

^mattersj Hturry, though it is sometimes hard for others. I'll not 

-deny but I've had my cravings towards good looks; yes, I hare; 

*h^ tti^A Fve^ -always been able to ^ettheto down by oonsidering 
how many I've known with fair outsides, who have had nothing to 

• b<5lM^ efinwardly. I'H notdeny, Hurry,»that I often wish I'd been 

^tn^ated more comely to the eye, and more like such a one as your- 

-fl^f-'in them ^arkculars; but then 1 pet the feelin* nnder by re- 
membering how mi^ch better off I am, m a great ma;iy respeol^L 

"^ah sodi^ fellow-mortals. I -might have be^ bom lame, and 

^^imdt, eyen ftwr a s<iuirrel hunt ; er, blind, which would have made 



eutSes^toe times. Yes, yes; if s not pleasant, I will allow, to see 
fUxW- thtktTB more eomely» and more sought after, and honoured than 
?y6ua^selft but ft may ail bebotne, if a man looks the evil in the 
' wier^ahd don't mistake his ^fts and his obligations.'* 

Higrryt.in the main» was a good-hearted, as well as good-natured 
"t^^ki iind the self-abasement of his companion completely got 
Hh^ hMet of the pasrang feeling of personal vanity. He regretted 
-the mhisidn h^ had made to the other's appearance, and endeavoured 
• to ex^^ss ft» muob, though it was done in the uncouth manner that 
i IdleiigoA to'the hftbifs and opinions of the frontier. 
«' **I meant bo harm, Deerslayer," he answered, in a deprecating 
•"jawmner, •* and hope you'll forget what I said. If you're not do^- 
»yi|»ht handsome, you ye a stotain look that says, plainer than any 
"m^m^ that all's right within. Then you set no valie by looks, and 
will the sooner forgive any little slight to your appearance. I wtU 
-^t-sfty-uiat Jude wMl greatly admits you, for that might raise 
'liopes t}Mct would only breed disappointment; but there s Hetty, 
-Mow^ VouJd be jtisl as likely to finu satisfaction in looking at t/ou, 
WIft.in looking at any other man. Then you're altogether too grave 
juM edtnidaratie-like, to care much about Judith; for, though the 
■ gdl ^cbeofomoit she is so general in her admiration, that a man 
'Moi'fiol^be'exmdr b<»oaitse she happens to smile» I mwietmite 
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thiftk the hnssy loyes herself better than she does an^hin^ elstf 
breathin' !'* 
** If she did, Hurry, she*d do no more, I'm afeard, than most 

Saeens on their thrones, and ladies in the towns,", answered Deer- 
ayer, smiling:, and turning back towards his companloa with 
every trace of feeling banished from his honest-looking' and frank 
countenance. " I never yet know'd even a Delaware of whom you 
might not say that much. But here is the end of the long p*in^ 
you mentioned, and the * llat*s Cove' can't be far off." 

This point, instead of thrusting itself forward, like alhthe others, 
ran in a line with the main shore of the lake, which here swept 
within it, in a deep and retired bay, circling round south a«ain, at 
the distance of a quarter of a mile, and crossed the valley, forming 
the southern termination of the water. In this bay Hurry feft 
almost certain of finding the ark, since, anchored behind the trees 
that covered the narrow strip of the point, it might have lain con- 
cealed from prying ejres an entire summer. So complete, indeed, 
was the cover, in this spot, that a boat hauled close to the beach, 
within the point, and near the bottom of the bAy, could by possi- . 
bility be seen from only one direction ; and thAt was from a densely- 
wooded shore, within the sweep of the Water, where strangers would 
be little apt to go. 

" We shall soon see the ark," said Hurry, as Uie eanoe glided 
round the extremity of the point, where the water was so deep as 
actually to appear black ; ** ne loves to burrow up among the rushes, 
and we shall be in his nest in iive minutes, although the old fellow 
lliay be off among the traps, himself." 

March proved a false prophet. The eanoe completely doubled' 
the point, so as to enable the two travellers to command a view of 
the whole cove, or bay, for it was more properly the last, and no 
object, but those that nature had placed there, beeame visible/ 
The placid water swept round in a graceful curve, the rushes bent 
gently towards its surface, and the trees overhung it as usual; But 
all lay in the soothing and sublime solitude of a wilderness. The 
scene was such as a poet, or an artist would have delighted in, but 
it had no charm for Huiiy Harry, who was burning with im* 
patience to get a sight of his light-minded beauty. 

The motion of the cahoe had been attended with little or no noise, 
the frontier-men, habitually, getting aoonstomed to oaution, in 
inost of their movements, and. it now lay on the glassy water ap- 
pearing to float in air, partaking of the breathing stillness tlat 
seemed to pervade tiie entire scene. At this instant a dry stick 
was heard cracking on the narrow strip of land, that concealed tho 
bay from the open lake. Both the adventurers started, and eacll 
extended a hand towards his rifle, the weapon never being out of 
reach of the arm. 

"'Ttras too heavy for any li^ht creator^," whispered Hurryr 
* and it sounded like the tread ot a man l" 

"Not so— not so," returned Deerslayer} " 'twas, a» yon say, to^ 
heavy for one, but it was too light for the other. Put your paddle 
itt^emttenutdeeftdtheeaxtoeiiitOtiMl tegt ri^kiiid^ and talk 
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off tbe areahtr's re^at ap the p'int, be it a Miiigo> <»r id it only a 

muskrat." 

A& Horry complied, Deerslaycr was soon on the shore, advancinff 
into the tbieket with a moccasined foot, and a caution that preTentea 
the least noise. In a minute he was in the centre of the narrow 
strip of land, and moving slowly down towards its end, the bushes 
Tendering extreme watchfulness necessary. Just as he reached the 
eentre of the thiokct> the dried twigs cracked again, and the noise 
was repeated, at short intervals, as if some creature having life, 
walked slowly towards the point. Hurry heard these sounds also, 
and, pushing the canoe off into the bay, he seized his rifle to watch 
the result. A breathless minute succeeded, after which a noble buck 
Walked out of the thicket, nroceeded with a stately step to the sandy 
extremity of the point, and beffan to slake his thirst tfom the water 
of the lake. Hurry hesitated an instant; then raising his ride 
hastily to his shoulder, he took sight and lii*ed. The eifeot of this 
sadden interruption of ike solemn stillness of such a scene, was not 
its least striking peculiarity. The report of the weapon had the 
usual sharp, short sound ot the rifle ; out when a few moments of 
silence had succeeded the sudden crack, during which the noise 
was floating in air aeross the water, it reached the rocks of the 
opnosite mountain, where the vibrations accumulated, and were 
roUed from cavity to (Javity for miles along the hills, seeming to 
awaken the sleeping thunders of the woods. The buck merely slM>ok 
his head at the report of the rifle, and the whistling of the bullet, 
for neTer before had he come in contact with man ; but the echoes 
of the hills liwakened his distrust, and, leaping forward, with his 
^ou!^ lega drawn under his body, he fell at once into deep water, 
and be^an to swim towards the foot of the lake. Hurry shouted, 
and daahed forward in c^ase, and for one or two minutes the water 
foamed around the pursuer and the pursued. The former was 
dashing past the point, when Deerslayer appeared on the sand, and 
signed to him to return. 

" 'Twas inconsiderate to pull a trigger afore we had reconn'itred 
the ahore, and made sartain that no inimies harboured near it," 
said the latter, as his companion slowly and reluctantly complied. 
"ThisnpLuoh I have rurned from the Delawares, in the way of 
schooling and traditions, even though I've never yet been on a war- 
path. • And, moreover, venison canliardly be called in season, now, 
and we do not want for food. They eaU me Deerslayer, 111 own ; 
and perhaps I desarve the name, in the way of understanding the 
creatuar's habits, as well as for sartainty in the aim { but they can't 
accuse me of killing an animal when there is no occasion for the 
meati or the skin. I may be a slayer, it's -true, but I'm no slaugh- 
terer." 

" 'Twas an awful mistake to miss that buck !" exclaimed Hurry, 
doffing his cap and running his Angers throufi^h his handsome, but 
matted curls, as if he would loosen his tangled ideas by the pro- 
cess ) *' ry« aot- done so onhandy a thing since I was fifteen." ^ 

*' Ifdver lamenb it ; the creatur's death could have done neither 
of un. any good, and might have done a» hariA. Xhem eohoea aro 
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■more awfid, in my ears, than your mistake, Horry ; fol*t 
like the voice of natur* calling out ag'in a wasteful and ontl 
action.*' 

" You'll hear plenty of such calls, if you tarry long: in this 
quarter of the world, lad," returned the other laughing. '^The 
echoes repeat pretty much all that is said or done on ike Olinuo^- 
^lass, in this calm summer weather. If a f>addle falls, you heai- of 
it, sometimes, ag'in and ag'in ; as if the hills were mocking yonr 
clumsiness ; ana a laugh, or a whistle, comes out of them pioes* 
when they're in the humour to speak, in a way to make you be- 
lieve they can r'ally convarse." 

** So much the more reason for being prudent and silent. I do 
not think the inimy can have immd their way into these hilh yet, 
for I don't know what they are to gain by it ; but all the -Dela- 
wares tell me, that as courage is a warrior's first vartue, so is pru- 
dence his second. One such call from the mountains is emmgn to 
let a whole tribe into the secret of our arrival." 

** If it does no other good, it wiU warn old Tom to put the pot 
over, and let him -know visitors are at hand. Come, lad } get into 
the canoe, and we will hunt the ark up, while there is yet day," 

Deerslayer complied, and the canoe left the spot. Its head was 
turned diagonally across the lake, pointing towards the soutii- 
«astern curvnture of the sheet. In that direclion ihe distance to 
the shore, or to the termination of the lake on the course the two 
arere now steering, was not quite a mile, and their progress being 
Always Awift, it was i^t lessening, under the skilful, but easfy 
sweeps of the paddies. When about halfway aerbss, a slight 
noise drew the eyes of the men towards the nearest land, and they 
saw that the budc was just emerging hom the lake, and wading 
towards the beach. In a minute the noble animal shook the water 
from Ms flanks, gsaed imward at^e covering of trees, and, bound- 
ing against the bank, plunged into the forest* 

*• That oreatiyr' goes off with gratitude in his heart," said Deer- 
lilayer, ** for natur teUs him helias escaped a great danger. You 
l)ught to have sgedlo of the same feeUn s, Hurry, to tnink your 
«ye wasn't tmep— that your band was onsteady, when no good 
eouid come of a i^ot that was intended onmeaningly, rather than 
tn reason." 

. ^* I deny tiie eye and the hand*" cried March, widi some heat. 
*' You've got a httle character, down among the Delawares, there, 
for quickness and sartaint^, at a deer; but I should like to see 
you behind one of them pines, and a full i>ainted Mingo behind 
another, each with a cock'd rille, and a-striving for ihe chance' 
Them's the situations, Nathaniel, to try the sight and the hand, 
for they begin wit^ trying the narves. I never look upon killing 
a creatur' as an explite ; but killing a savage is. , The time wiQ 
eome to try your hand, now weVe got to blows ag'in, and we shaU 
•oon know what a ven'eon repitation can do in Qie field. I deny 
that either hand or eye was onsteady; it was all a miscalculation 
Af the buck, which stood still when he ought to have kept in mo- 
tion, and so I i^taiuNid of him." 
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^Ha^Myonr own way, Hurry; all I (SQUtend Ibr ii^ tbatit's 
buky. I daxa say I aoaUnot pull upon a human mortal aa steadily 
or with as ligrht a heart, as I pull upon a deer." 

" Who's talking of mortals, or of human beings at alL Deer- 
riayer ? I put the matter to you on the supposition of an Indian. 
I Sue say any man would have his feelin's when it got to be life, 
4Mrd!^th, ag'in another human mortal; but there would be no 
saeh sermples in r^rsrd to an Indian ; nothing but tiio ohanee of 
his hitting you,, or me ehanoe of your hitting him*" 

'* 1 look upon the red-men to be quite as human as we are onr- 
selves. Hurry. They have their gifts and their religion, it's true ; 
but that maKOS no di&renee in the end, when each will be judged 
aoeocding to his deeds, and net according to his skin." 

'* That's downright misaonary, and will find little fiEiTOiir up in 
this part of the country^ where the Itloravians don't congregate. 
jN^ow, skin makes the maa^ This is reason; else how are people 
to judge of each other. The skin is put on, OTer all, in order that 
.when a ereator' mr a mortol ia fairly seen* you may know at once 
what te make of him. You know a bear from a hog, by his skin^ 
and a giey sqidrcel from a black." 

*' True, Hurry," said the other, looking baek and smiling ; " ne- 
Tertheless, they are be^ 8quirrel&" 

" Who denies its But you'll not say that a red^man and a 
wiiite man are both Indians!" 

"1^04 butl<i9 say they are. both men* Men of different raeea 
and ocdofurBi and hafvkit diff(»cint gifts and traditions, but in the 
.main, witb the same natar'k Both hate souls ; and both will be 
Iieldiaseountftble lor their deeds in this life.'' 

Huxry was one of those theorists who belieyed in the inferiority 
of allot the human race, who were not white. His notions on the 
sulneot were not rery dear, nor were his definitions at all woE 
settled ; but his opinions were none the less dogmatical, or fierce. 
His conscienee aceosed him of sundry lawless acts against the 
Indians, and he had found it an exceedingly easy mode of quieting 
it, by putting the whole family of red*men, incontinently, withoijb 
the categQ]^ of human rights. Nothing angered him sooner than 
to de»y his proposition* m;»re especiaUy if tne denial were aocom* 
panied by a show of plausible argument; and he did not listen to 
hia oomjani <vn'a remaata 9f)^ much eomposure» of either manner or 
feeling. 

** You're a boy, Peerslayer, misled and misconsaited by Dela* 
warn arts* and missionary ignc^ance," he exclaimed, with his usual 
indifference to the forms of speech, when excited. " You may 
account yourself as a red-skin's brother, but / hold 'em all to be 
animals ; with nothing human about 'em, but cunning. That they 
have, I'll allow ; but so has.a fox, or eyen a bear. I m older than 

ou, and have lived longer iu the woodsr-or, for that matter, have 
Jved always there, and am not to be told what an -Indian is, at 
whi^ he is not. If you wish to be considered a savage, vou'va 
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only to say so» andvl'll nam0 you as such to Judith, and 
man* and then we'll see how you'll like your wehxMne.*' 
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Here IIixiTy*8 imagination did Ms temper Bom» semoe^ liiiioe, by 
conjuring up the reoeption his semi-aqnatio aeqnaintanee would ba 
likely to bestow on one thus introdueed, he burst into a hearty Hi 
of laughter. Deerslayer too well knew the uselesneas of attempt- 
ing to convince such a being of anything againrt hia pr^udieeB, 
to feel a desire to attempt the task ; and he was not sovry that ihe 
approach of the canoe to the south-eastern eorve of the laJce, gaT« 
a new direction to his idea?. They were now, indeed, quite near 
the place that March hadpoiated out^or the position of the outlet, 
and both began to look for it with a curiosity that was increased 
by the expectation of finding the ark. 

It may strike the reader as a little singular, that ike plaoe whetm 
a stream of any size passed through banks that had aa deTatioa 
of some twenty feet, should be a matter of doul^ with men who 
could not now have been more than two hundred yards distant 
from the precise i^t. It will be recollected, however, tkat the 
trees and bushes here, as elsewhere, fairly OTca^img tie water, 
milking such a fringe to the lake as to conom any little TaiiatioiiB 
from its general outline. 

" I*ve not been down at this end of the lak« these two sumineis," 
said Flurry, standing up in the canoe, the better to look about him. 
**Ay, there's the rock, showiug its ohift abcnre the water, and I 
know that the river begins in its neighbourhood.'* 

The men now plied the paddles again, and they were pnesently 
within a few yards of the rock, floating towards it, though their 
e£forls were suspended. This rock was not large, being laerely some 
five or six feet nigh, only half of which elevation rose aborve the 
lake. The incessant washing of the water, for centofies had bo 
rounded its summit that it resembled a large bee-hive in ehape, its 
form being more than usually regular and even. Hurry remarked. 
as they floated slowly past, that this rock was well known to all 
the Indians in that part of the country, and that they were in the 
practice of using it as a mark to designate the plaoe of meeting, 
when separated by their hunts and marches. 

" And here is the river, Deerslayer," he continued, ** though ap 
shut in by trees and bushes, as to look more like an and-bush, than 
the outlet of such a sheet as the Glimmerglass." 

Hurry had not badly described the place, which did truly aecm 
to be a stream lying in ambush. The high banks might have iieen 
a hundred feet asunder ; but» on the western side, a small bit of 
low land extended so far forward, as to diminish the brc^idth of the 
stream to half that width. As the bushes hung in the water 
beneath* and pines that had the stature of church-e^eples, voae in 
tall columns above, all inclining towards the light, until their 
branches intermingled, the eye, at a little distance, could noteasilgr 
detect any opening in the shore, to mark the egress of the water. 
In the forest above, no traces of this outlet were to be seen frwa. 
€he lake, the whole presenting the same oonneoted, and 'seeming^ 
interminable, carpet of leaves. As the oaiioe slowly advanced, 
ancked in by the current, it entered beseatii an ardi of trees, tiirough 
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vkielitiie H^t hoagk,ih& heaveiis struggled byoasual openings, 
luatly Telieving the gloom beneath.. 

" This is a nat'ral and-bush/' half whi&pered Hurry, as if he felt 
that the pitaoe «»s devoted to seoreoy and watchfulness ; ** depend 
on it> old Tom has burrowed with the ark somewhere in tMs quarter. 
We will drop down with tk» current, a short distance, and ferret 
him out." 

" This seems no place ios a vessel of any size," returned the other ; 
* ik appears to me, that we ^laU. ha^e hardly room enough for thd 



Hurry laughed at this suggestion, and. as it soon appeared, with 
leaaon; for, the fringe of hashes immediately on the shore of the 
lake was ntt sooBer passed, than the adventurers found themselves 
in a naapBow stream, of a «afficiei^t diepth of limpid water, with a 
JtfOBg dincnt, and a <ian<^y of leaves, upheld by arches composed 
of the limbs o£ hoary tvees. Bushes lined the shores, as usual, but 
ihey left suffioient space between them to admit the passage of any- 
thing that did not exceed twenty feet in width, and to allow of a 
perspective ahead of eight or ten times that distance. 

Neither of our two adventurers used his paddle, except to keep 
the light bark in the eeatre of the current, but both watched each 
turning of the stream, of which there were two or three within the 
first hundred yards, with jealous vigilance. Turn after turn, how- 
^er^ was nassed, and the oanoe had dropped down with the cur- 
Bent s<»ia little dlstanee, wh^n Hurrv caught a bush, and arrested 
ita marecoeDt, so suddeiiJy andsUentl^, as to denote some unusual 
motifva for tiiei act. Beerslayer laid Mb hand on the stock of his 
nfle^as aoen as he noted this prooeedin^ ; but it was quite as much 
with a haiit»*s habit, as from any feeling of alarm. 

" There tha old leUow isl" whisnered Hurry, pointing with a 
fingor^ and laaglnng heartily, thou^ he carefully avoided making 
a nose, *' ratting it away, just aa I supposed ; up to his knees in 
tiie maid and wateTi loo^Lng to the traps and Ike bait. But, for 
the life of me, I can see nothing of the ark ; though I'll bet every 
skin I take thb season, Jude isn't trusting her pretty little feet 
in the neichbourhood of that black mud. The gal's more likely 
to be braiding her hair by the side of some spring, where she 
ean see her own good looks, and collect scornful feelings ag'in us 
men." 

" You over-judge yooni^ women— yes you do. Hurry—who as often 
bethink them of their failings as they do of their perfections. I 
dara to say, this Judith, now, is no such admirer of herself, and no 
such scixmer of your sex, as yoru seem to think ; and that she is 
■^iiite as likdly to be sarviagher father in the house, wherever that 
may" be, as he is to be sarring her among the traps." 

'^ it's a pleasure to hear truth from a man's tongue, if it be only 
onoB in a girl's life," cried a pleasant, rich, and yet soft femaU 
Toioe, so hear the oanoe, as to make both the listeners start. " As 
for you. Master Hurry, Mr words are so apt to choke you, that I 
. no hai^r axfeet to hear them from, your mouth ; the last you uttered 
a^iylring ia your throat, and oondn^ near to death. But Tro ghfid 
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to see yoiz keep better society tlian tamealy^ aftd tiist ^Utf^tAo 
know how to esteem and treat wumen, are not aahamed tojomnRf 
in your cwnpan^r/* 

A9 this was said« a singrularly handsome and ^outhM female fam 
was thrust through an opening in the leaves, inthia reaoh of Deei?* 
slaver's paddle. Its owner smiled graoiouslir on the yotmg miaiit; 
and the frown that she east on Hurry, though simulated and pet^ 
tish, had the effeot to reader her beauty more striking, hy exhim- 
in^ the play of an expressive, but eapneieas countenimoe ; one tibot 
seemed to ohange from the soft to the severe, the mirtiifal totko 
reproving, with iadJitj and indifferenee. 

A second look explained the nature of the surprise. Unwifctingliyy 
the men had dropped alongside of the atk» wmch had been pur- 
posely concealed in bushes, cut and arranged for the purpose; and 
tTudiUi Hutter had mecely pushed aside tiie leaves i£aii {ay. befene 
a windovr, in order to show her &ce, and speak to thenuL 

CHAPTER IV^ 

** And tfaftt timid fttwn ^rts no(: with fbar. 
When I steal to her secret boiwer; 
And that ^oqht Hay violet tome is den; 
And I visit the silent streamlet near, 
To look on the lovely flower."— BbyiSI. 

Ths ajk, as the floating habitation of the Hatters vaa geneiBl^ 
called, was a very eimple contrivaoee. A lar^ £at, or iseow*- oom- 
posed the buoyant port of the vessel ; and, in its centre, oooiiprpfiBg 
the whole of its breadth, and about two- thirds of its iengtii, stood 
a low fabric, resembling the castle in construction, thouf^ made of 
materials so light as hardy to be bullet-proof. As the sides of the 
3C0W were a little higher {faan usual, and the interior of the cabin 
liad no more elevation than was necessary for ecmrfort, this mmsiial 
addition had neither a very clumsy, nor a very obtrusive appear- 
ance. It was, in short, httle more than a modem eanai^XKit, 
though more rudely canstructed, of greater breadth thou comuicm, 
md bearing about it the signs of the wilderness, in its bark-covered 
posts and roof. .The scow, however, had been put together with 
B9me skill, being comparatively light, for its strength, and suffi- 
ciently mcuiageAble. The cabin was divided into two apartments, 
one 01 which served for a parlour, and the deeping-room of die 
father, Oiid the other was appropriated to the useff of the daughter. 
A very simpb aarrangement sufficed for the kitchen, which was in 
one end of me scow, and removed from the cabin, standing in ^e 
open air ; the ark being altogether a summer habitatian. 

The "and-bush," as Hurry in his ig^ranoe ,of Emr^sh termed 
it, is quite as easily explained. In many parts of toe lake and 
river, where the banks wore steep and high, the smalltf trees, 3|id 
larger bushes, as has been already mentioned, fairly overhung Ae 
stream, t^eir branches not unfrequentiy dipping into the water. 
In some instances they grew out in nearly noxizontal lines, for 
thirty or [orty feet. Tne water being uniformly deeoeit near, the 
sboresy wh^re the ba«k« mem highest apdt^Le unmlo apeq^cn* 
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dioiiltfv Hidier kad* found no difficulty in letting t1i6 ark drop 
IDidsf one of tiieae covers, wbere it had oeen anchored with a view 
to conceal its position ; security requiring^ some such precaulions, 
inhia view of the case. Onee beneath the trees and bushes, a few 
fitniAs foAtened to the ends of the branches had caused them to bend 
suffieiend^ to dip into the river; and a few severed bushes, pro- 
perly disposed, did the rest The reader has tieta that this coyer 
v«s so complete, as to deceive two men accustomed to the woods, 
and who were aotuaUjF in search of those it concealed ; a oircum- 
BtaniGfe that will be easily understood by those who are familiar with 
the matted and wild luxuriance of a virgin American forest, more 
.sipeeialiy in a noh soiL 

' The discovery of the ark jirodaoed very different efibcts on our 

two iidv«sntfirei8. As soon as the canoe oould be ^t round to the 

proper •Qpesiing', Hurry leaped on board, and in a minute was doselv 

engaged ia.a fi:ay,. and a sort of a recrimisatin|P discourse with 

Judith, apparently forgetful of the existence of ail the rest of the 

world. ]Not so with Deerslayer. He entered the ark with a slow, 

cautious step, examiqing every arrangement of the cover with 

curious and scrutinizing eyes* It is &ue, he cast one admiring 

glance at Judith, irhioh was extorted by her brilliant and singular 

beauty ; but even this could detain him but a smgle instant from 

the indulgence of his interest in flutter's contrivances. Step by 

7itep:,did ha look into the construction of the singula^ abode, invee- 

ikgat^r/its fasteningis and strength, aseertain its means of deience, 

;«ad make. every intquirf that wodid be likdy to' occur to ohe whose 

; thougiits: dwelt prinozpally on such expediiefnts. Nor was the cover 

: neglected. Of tivis he 'examined the whole minutely, his oommen- 

^dation esoapitur him more than onoe, in audible comments. Fron- 

iiec usages aoTnittiny of this familiarity, he passed through the 

noomaas he had i»eviously done at the castle ; and, opening a door, 

issaed into the end of the scow opposite to that where ho had left 

. Hiirry and Judith. Here he found the. olheo: sister, employed on 

..some coarse needlework, seated beneath the leafy canopy of the 

eoYeir. 

•As Deerslayer's examinatioii was by this time ended, he dropped 

1ii0 butt of his rifle» and, leaning on the barrel, with both h^nds, 

. he turned towards the girl with an intereet the singular beauty of 

Iiersiafeer had not awakened. He had gathered from Hurry's re- 

•madb3 that Hetty .was considered to have less intellect than ordi- 

: nax^ fiaills to the share of human beings t and his education among 

Indiana had taught him to treat those who were thus afflicted by 

Providence, with more tdum common tenderness. Nor was there 

' anything in. Hetty Hutter's appearance, as so often happens, to 

. weakeli the interest her ntuation excited. An idiot she could iiot 

properbr fa^ termed, her mind being just enough enfeebled to lose 

most or tbose traits that are conneoted with the more aitfal quali* 

.Ttiea« and to setain its ingenuousness and love of truth. It had 

7 /Oftxai' been -remarked of tms girl, by the few who had seen her, and 

&.!w}MipD8Befli|ed^6i;i£&cient.knowkdge tO' discriminate, that her per- 

iiOifAifm «f tbuights^em«d almost inMtii^ while hor aversion to 
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the wrong formed so distiiictiye a featcyre el lier mind, as to snr* 
round her with an atmosphere of pure morality ; peculiarities that' 
are not unfrequent with persons who are termed feeble-minded ; 
as if Godhad forbidden the evil spirits to invade a precinct so 
defenceless, with the benign purpjose of extending a direct protec- 
tion to those who had been left without the usual aids of humanity 
Her person, too, was agreeable, having a strong resemblance to 
that of her sister, of which it was a subdued and humble copy. 
If it had none of the brilliancy of Judith's, the calm, quiet, ahnosft 
holy expression of her meek countenance, seldom failed to win on 
the observer ; and few noted it long, that did not begin to feel a 
deep and lasting interest in the girl. She had no eolour, in oommon, 
nor was her simple mind apt to present images l^at caused hex 
cheek to bri|:hten ; though she retained a moaesty so innate, that 
it almost raised her to the unsuspecting purity of a being superior 
to human infirmities. Guileless, innocent, and without distrust, 
equally by nature and firom her mode of life, i^videnoe had; 
nevertheless, shielded her £rom harm by a halo of moral hgtA as it 
is said " to temper the wind to the shorn lamb.** 

** You are Hetty Hutter," said Deerslayer, in the way one nuts a 
question unconsciously to himself, assuming a Idndness of t(ma 
and manner that were singularly adapted to win the confidence of 
her he addressed. ** Hurry Hiairy has told me of you, and I know 
you must be the child ?' ' 

"Yes, I'm Hetty Hutter," returned the girl, in a low, sweet 
voice, which nature, aided by some education, had preserved fronL 
vulgarity of tone and utterance ; " I'm Hetty ; Judith Hutter's 
sister ; and Thomas Hutter's youngest daughter." 

** I know your history, then, for Hurry Harry talks considerable, 
and he is free of speech, when he can find other people's consams 
to dwell on. You pass most of your life on the Luce, Hetty." 

"Certainly. Mother is dead; father is gone a-trapping, and' 
Judith and! stay at home. What's your name ?" 

'* That's a question more easily asked than it is answered, young 
woman ; seeing that I'm so young, and yet have borne more names 
than some of t^e greatest cmefe in all Ajnerica." 

•* But you've got a name— you don't throw away one name beforer 
you come honestly by another?" 

" I hope not, gal— I hope not. My names have come nafrally ; 
and I suppose t£e one I bear now will be of no great lasting, since 
the Delawares seldom settle on a man's ra'al tiUe, until such time 
as he has an opportunity of showing his true natur', in the council^ 
or on the war-path; which has never behappened me; seeing, 



firstly, because I'm not bom a red>skin, and have no right to sit. 
in their councillings, and am much too humble to be called on for 
opinions from the great of mv own colour ; and, secondly, because 
this is the first war that has befallen in my time, and no inimy has. 
yet inroaded far enough into the colony, to be reached by an arm 
even longer than mine." 

** Tell me your names," added Hetty, looking up at him artlesaly>. 
" and» maybe, I'll tell you yorr character." 
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" There is some truth in that» I'll not deny, thoog-h it often fsils. 
Men are deoeiTed in other men's characters, and frequently give 
*em names they by no means desarve. You can see the truth of 
this in the Mingo names, which, in their own tongue, signify the 
same things as the Delaware names — at least, so they tell me, for I 
know little of that tribe, unless it be by report.~-and no one can 
say they are as honest, or as upright a nation. I put no great 
dependence, therefore, on names/' 

" Tell me ali your names," repeated the girl» earnestly^ for her 
mind was too simple, to separate things from professions, and she 
did attach imp(nrtiina£i to a name ; '* I want to know what to tbink 
of yow." r ;- ' 

" Well, soptabi J 5-"Fe no objection, and you shall hear them all. 
in the first ^i^ th«B, I'm Christian, and white-born^ like your- 
self, and my pcnpeoarts had a name that eame down from father to 
son« aa is a par^ Of their gifts. My father was called Bumppo ; 
and I was named affe him, of course, the given name being Ka- 
thani^ or Nat^^ as inost people saw £.t to tarm it." 

" Yesi- jes— Iwitty-rffnd Hetty—" interrupted the girl (|uickly, 
and looking up from ier work again, with a smile ; *' you are ]$atty« 
end I'm Hetty— thouigh you are Bumppo, and I' m Hutter. Bun^po 
isn't as pretty as Hutter, is it ?" 

** Why,that'fras people faaiey. Bumppo has no lofty sound, I 
admit ^ and yet men have bumped through the world with it. I 
did not go by thist name, howsever, very long ; for the Delawares 
sooB foofid outi or thought they found out, ^at I was not given to 
lying, and Ihey oalled me firstly. Straight- tongue/* 

"That's a jww? name," interrupted Hetty, earnestly and in a 
positive manner ; ** don't tell me there's no virtue in names I" 

" I do bjH* say <Ao^, for perhaps I desarved to be m called^ lies 
being no ^fM^burites with me, as they are with some. After a while 
they fottiif out that I was quick of foot, and then they called me 
'The Pigeon;' which, you know, has a swift wing, and flies in a 
durect line." 

*• That was a preUv name!" e3:;claimed Hetty; "pigeons aro 
psstlybirdal" 

'* Most things that 6k)d has created are pretty, in their way, my 
gooi. galy thoQgh they get to be deformed by mankind, so as to 
Shange their aatur's, as well as their appearance. From carrying 
messages, and striking blind trails, I got, at last, to following the 
hoattrsi when it was thought I was quicker and surer at ilndinf 
the ffatoe than most lads» and then they called me the ' Lap-ear ; 
as, tiey said, I partook of the sagacity of a hound." 

"That is not so pretty," answered Hetty; "I hope you didn't 
keep tkiU name bng." 



keep a wigwam 

aHi» ia tiise, I got the name of ' Deerslayer/. which is that I now 
bear i homely aa some will think it, who set more valie on the 
9Q^9i ftiiflbwittoital^thajLonihehomsol abuck." 
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""■Well, Deerslayer, I'm not one of them," ansTvered Hetjj-. 
smt>1y ; ** Judith likes soldiers, and flary coats, and fine' feathers | 
httt they're all naught to ine. 8he says the officers are sreat. aria' 
gay, and of soft speech ; but they make me shudder, for uieir ousi- 
fiess is to kill their fellow-creatures. I like your calling better : 
and your last name is a very good one — ^better than Natty Bumppo. 

" This is nat'ral, in one of your turn of mind, Hetty, and much' 
at I flhotdd hare expected. They tell me your sister is handsome 
--<onoommon, for a mortal ; and beauty is apt to seek admiration.'^ 

•*Did you never see Judith?" demanded the girl, with quick. 
garnestneBs ; '* if you never have, go, at once, and look at her« 
Even Hurry Harry isn't more pleasant to look at; though she is a; 
woman, and he is a man." 

Deerslaver regarded the girl, for a moment, with concem. He? 
pale fiaoe nad flushed a little, and her eye, usually so mild an4^ 
ierene, brightened as i^e spoke, in the way to betray the inwdr^ 



•Ay, Hurry Harry," he muttered to himself as he walked 
through the cabin, towards the other end of the boat; ** this comes 
6t good looks, if a light tongue has had no consam in it. It's easy 
to see which way that poor creatur's feelin's are leanin', whatevetf 
May be the case with your Jude*s." 

But an interruption was put to the gaDantry of Hurry— the 
^oquetay ef his mistress — ^the Noughts of Deerslayeri and thd 
^ntle fe^ngs of Hetty, by the sudden appearance of the canoe of 
file ark's owner, in the narrow opening among the bushes, that 
aerved as a sort of moat to his position. It wouM seem that 
Hutter, or Floating Tom, as he was femiliarly called by all th^ 
hunters who knew nis habits, recognized the canoe of Hurry, for 
he expressed no surprise at iinding him in the scow. On the con<« 
trary, his reception was such as to denote not only gratification^ 
but a pleasure, mingled with a little disappointment, at his nof 
having made his appearance some days sooner. 

" I look'd for you last week," he said, in a half-gmmblin|:, half- 
welcoming manner; '' and was disappointed uncommonly that yoi; 
didn't arrive. There came a runner through, to warn all the trap- 
pers and htmters that the Colony and the Canadas were again in 
trouble; and I felt lonesome, up in these mountains, witn thred 
scalps to see to, and only one pair of hands to protect them.** 

** That's reasonable," returned March ; " and 'twas feetm* like a 
parent. No doubt, if I had two such darters as Judith and Hettyj 
*iy exper'ence would tell the same story, though, in gin*ral, I anji 
Just as well satisfied with having the nearest neighbour fifty miles 
eflf, as when he is within call.' ' ^ 

- ** Notwithstanding, you didn't choose to come into the wfldcmefiB 
ilorie, now you knew that the Canada savages are likely to j^ 
stirring,'* returned Hutter, giving a sort of distrustful, and, A 
the same time, inquiring glance at Dcerslayer. 

" Why should I ? They say a bad companion, on a journey, helps 
tb shorteir the path : and this young mto I account to be a reason^ 
4b]j good one, XhisiBpe^rs&yer^cadTomiauote^lnmterfmont 
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iSsd I>^L£Wa]*e0, and CSuristiaii-boni, and Christiaa-edieatecl, too, 
Bke you and me. The lad is not parfect, perha^ but thne's worae 
men in the country that he came from, and. it's likely^ he'll iind 
BOjne tkat's no better, in this part of the world. Shonld we haye 
occasion to defend our traps, and the territory, he'U be tiaefal in 
feeding: us all ; for he's a reg'lar dealer in yen'son." 

•• Young man» you are welcome," growled Tom, thrusting a hard, 
bony liana towards the youth, as a pledge of his sine^nty; "in 
8uoh times, a white face is a friend s, and I count on yon as a 
support. Children, sometimes, make a stout heart feeUe, and 
these two daughters of mine giye me more ooncem than all my 
traps, and skins, and rig[hts in the country." 

•'That's nat'wdr* cned Hurry, "Yes, Deeralayer, you and I 
aon't know it. yet, by experience; but, (m the whole, I oonsider 
I9xat as nat'ral. If we had darter^ it's more tiian probable we 
diould have some such feelin's; and I honour the man thatowna 
*em» As for Judith, old man, I enUst, at once, as her soldier, and 
bere is Deerslayer to help you to take care of Hetty." 

** Many thanks to yoii, Master March," returned the beauty, in 
a full, rich yoice, and with an accuracy of intonation and utterance 
tliat sbe shared ha common with her sist^ and which showed that 
^e had been better taught than their father's li£& and appearance 
would give reason to expect; "many thanks to you; but Judith 
Butter naa the spirit and the exnerience that willmakeher depend 
more on herself, than on good-looking rovers like you. . Slu)uld 
there be need to face ike savages, do you land, with my father, 
instead of btirrowing in the huts, imder the show of defending ua 

females, and 

"Oiri—girl," interrupted the father, " quiet that glib tongue of 
thine, andlkcar the truth. There are savages on the lake shore, 
already, and no man can say how near to us they may be at this 
very moment, or when we may hear more from them ! * 

" If this be true, Master Hutter," said Hurry, whose change of 

countenance denoted how serious he deemed the informationi 

though it did not denote any immauly alarm; "if this b^ true, 

your ark is in a most misfortunate position, for, though the cover 

did deceive Deerslayer and myself, it would hardly be overlodced 

by a full-blooded Indiaih who was out seriously in s'arohof scalps l" 

. " I think as you do. Hurry, and wish, with all my heajrt, we lay 

aa^rnrhere else, at thid mom&at, than in this narrow, crooked stream. 

which has many advantages to hide in, but which is almost fatal 

to tl^em that are discovered. The savages are near us, moreover, 

and the difficulty is, to get out of the rivev without beiag shot 

dogrn like deer sianding at a lick 1 " 

**Aie you sartaia.' master Hutter, that the red-skins you dread 
are ra'al Canadas? asked Deerslayer, in a modest, but earnest 
maimer. " Have you seen anjf ; and can you describe their paint V 

a have fallen in tnth the signs of their being in the neiffhbour- 
DUt have seen none of 'em. I was down stream, a lyiile or sow 
« lookiAg to my traps, when I struck a fresh trail, crossing the 
Wm of a swamp, and moving morU^waxd. The man had not 
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passed an liotir ; a(&d I know'd it for an Indian fiiotsiep by the mxt 
of the foot» and the in-toe, even before I fonnd a worn moccasizL 
which its owner had dbropped as useless. For that matter, I found 
the spot where he lialted to make a new one, which was only a few 
yards from the place where he had dropped the old one." 

"That doesnt look much like a red-skin on the war-path!" 
returned the other, shaking his head. ** An exi)er'enced warrior, 
«fi least, woidd have burned, or buried, or sunk in the river, such 
ng^is of his passage ; and your trail is, quite likely, a neaceable 
trail. But the moccasin may greatly relieve my mind, if you 
bethought tou of bringing it off. I've eom« her& to meet a young 
chief, myself; and his course would be much in the direction you've 
mentioned. The trail may have been his'n.'* 

'* Hurry Hanry, you're well acquainted with this jronng man. I 
hope, wfta has meetings with savages in a psot of Ihe country 
where he has never been before } " demanded Mutter, in a tone and 
in a manner that suffieientiv indicated the motive of the Question ; 
these rude beings seldom nesitatin^ on the score of delicacy, to 
betray their feelings. '''Treachery s ui Indian virtue; and the 
iHiites, thsfc Hvamuch in their tnbes, aeon eatch their ways and 
practices." 

** Tru6-H;m8 as the CkMpel, old Tom ; but not personable to 
Deesslayer, who's a youn^ man of truth, if he has no oth^ ricom« 
m»Bd. m answer for his honeHj/t, wnatever I may do for his 
viikwr in battle.** 

** I should like to knoir his ernoid in this stnuage goarter of the 
•ountryr 

** That is soon told, master Hutter," said the younff^maa, with 
the eomposnre of one who kept a clean oonseience ; " I tnink, more- 
over, you've a right to ask it. The father of two sui^ darters, who 
eceupies a lake, after your &shioa, has just the same right to 
inquire after ft stranger^s business in his neighbourhood, as the 
Colony woidd have to demand the reason why the Frenohers put 
more rijiments than common alimg tiie lines. Ifo, no, I'll not deny 
your right to know why a stranger comes into your habitation^ or 
country, in times as senous as these." 

^ If such is your way of thinking^ friend, let me hear your story, 
without more words." 

" 'Tis soon tddr as I said afore ; and shall be honestly told. I'm 
» young man, and, as yet, have never been on a war-path ; but, no 
•ooner did the news ceme among the Delawares, that wampum and 
a hatobet were about to be sent in to the tribe, than they wished 
me tto go out imoTkg the people of my own colour, and ^t the 
exact state of thino^s for 'em. This I did ; and, alter delivering 
my t»lk to the chieis^ on my return, I met an officer of tiie crown» 
en t^e Schoharie, who had monies to send to some of the M'ndly 
tribes, that live farther west. This was thought a good occasion 
fix Chingachgook, » young diief who has never struck a foe, aiid 
myself, to go on our first war-path in company; and an app'int- 
»ent was mode Ibr us, by an old Dehtware, to meet at the rock 
Bear tho feet e£ this lake-. I'll lot deny that Chingachgook bos 
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agwth^ ^jeet m view, bat it hoa i»> eoBSura. wkb a^y Imm* vmd k 
his secret, and not mine ; therefore I'll say no more aoout it" 

" 'Tia something about a young woman/' interrupted Judith» 
hastily ; then laughing at her own impetuosity, and erea having 
the grace to colour a little at the manner in^hich she had betrayed 
her readiness to impute such a motive. ** If 'tis neither war, nor a 
hunt, it must be loye." 

" Ay» it comes ^easy for the young and handsome, who hear &• 
much of them feelin s, to suppose that they lie at the bottom of 
most proceedin's ; but, on that head, I say nothin'. Ciungachg[ook 
is to meet me at the rock, an hour alore sunset to-morrow evening* 
after which we shall go our way togetber, molesting none but the 
king's inimies, who are lawfully our own. Knowing Hurrjr of old« 
wbo once trailed in our hunting-grounds, and falling in with hian 
on the Scboaarie, just as he waa on the p'int of starting for his 
summer k'ants, we agreed to journey in company ; not so mndi 
from fear of the Minffos as from good foUowship, and» as he says, to 
shorten a long road/ 

** Ajad you think tbe trail I saw may have been that of josa 
friend, ahead of his tune }" said Hutter. 

*' That's my idee ; which may be wrong, but which may be iright. 
If J saw the moccasin, however, I eouid tell, in a mimitey. wheuiev 
it is made in the Delaware fashion or not/' 

"Here it is, then/' said the ^ck-witted Judith, whe had 
already gone to the canoe in quest of it ; '* tell us what it says i 
friend or enemy* You look honest; aiid I beMeve all you say, 
whatever father may think/ '^ 

" That's the way with you« Jude ; for ever ftadisg ouit iriendt, 
where I distrust foes," grumbled Tom: "but, speak out, young 
man. and tell us what you think of the moccasin,' 

" That's not Delaware-made," returned Deerslayer^ examining 
tbe worn and rejected covering for the foot with a cautious eye ; 
"I'm too young on a war-path to be positive, but, I should say, 
that moccasui has a northern look, ajxd. comes from beyond the 
great lakes," 

'^ If such is the case^ we ought not to lis here a minute longer 
than is neoessarr." said Hntter, glancing through the leaves of his 
cover, as if he already distrusted the presence of an enemy, on the ? 
opposite shore of the. narrow and sinuous stream. *' It wants but 
an hour, or so, of night, and to move in the dark will be impossLble^ . 
without making a noise that would betray us. Did yo« hear the 
echo of a piece, in the moxmtains, half an hour since } ' 

** Yes, old man, and heard the piece itself." answered Curry, 
who now felt the indiscretion of which he haa been guilty; "for 
the last was fired from my own shoulder/' 

'* I feared it came from the French Indtans*; stilly It may vat 
them on the look-out, and be a means of discovering us. You did 
wrong to lire, in war-time, unless there was good occasion." 

*' So I begin to think, myself, uncle Tom ; and yet, if a man can't 
trust himself to let oS his ri£e in a wilderness that is a thousand 



miles square, lest some inimy should hear it, where's the use in cax- 

tyihgon^!" 
. Hutter uow held a long: consultation with his two guests, in 

irhich the parties came to a true understanding of their situatioa. 
; He explained the difficulty that would exist in attempting to get 
' ihe ark out of so ffvvift and narrow a stream, in the dark, without 
'making a noise that could not fail to attract Indian ears. Any 
' strollers in their vicinity would keep near th^ nver, or th^ lake ; 

but the former had swanfpjr shores in many places, and was both 

1^ crooked and so fringed with bushes, that it was quite possible to 
-move by daylight without incurring much danger of being seen. 

More was to be apprehended, perhaps, from the ear than from the 

«ye, especially as long as they were in the short, steaitened, arid 

canopied reaches of the stream. 
** I never drop down into this cover, which is handy to my trapfe, 

and safer than the lake from curious eyes, without providing the 
'means of getting out ag'in," continued this singular being ; ^* and 

- that is easier done by a pull than a push. My anchor is now lying 
^*bove the suction, in the open lake ; and here is a line, you see, to 
jhaul us up to it. Without some such help, a single pair of hands 
'would make heavy work in forcing a scow, like this, up stream, I 
' have a sort of a crab, too, that lightens the pull, on occasion, Ju4e 
: can use the oar, astam, as well as myself; and, when we fear no 
*eiiemy, to get out of the river gives us but little trouble.** 

^ " What shoidd we gain. Master Hutter, by changing the pod- 
^ tion }*' as^ed Deerslayer, with a good deal of eameslSLess ; '* this is 

^ safe cover ; and a stout defence might be made from the inside of 

.this cabin. I've never fou*t, unless in the way of tradition ; but, it 
" seems to me, we might heat off twenty Mingos, with paliBaaes like 

them afore us." 
w ** Ay, ay ; you've never fought, except in traditions, that's plain 

enough, young man ! Did you ever see as broad a sheet of water as 

this above us, before you came in upon it, with Hurry ?*^ 
" I can't say that 1 ever did," Deerslayer answered, modestly. 

•* Youth is the time to Tarn ; and I'm far from wishing to raise my 

voice in council, afore it is justified by exper'ence." 
' " Wdl, then, I'll teach you the disadvantage of fighting m tWs 

position, and the advantage of taking to the open lake, fiere, you 
•^inay see, the savagnes will know where to aim every shot; and 

it would be too much to hope that some would not find their way 
*= throus^h the crevices of the logs. Now, on the other hind, Xi-e 
' fihould have nothing but a forest to aim at. Then we are not safe 

from fire, here ; the bark of this roof being little better than so 
<"much kindling-wood. The castle, too, might be entered and ^^n* 

- eacked in my absence, and all my possessions overrun and destroyed* 
'S'Once in the lake, we can be attacked only in boats; or on rafts — 
6 «hall have a fair chance with the enemy-^and can protect the casjle 
"^-with the ark, Do you understanc this reasoning, youngster f* ' 
{' **.It soundd well— yes, it has a rational sound ; and rll not gam- 
l^^yit/' - - ' r ^' 
^-^ •* Welljoia Tom," cried Hurry, ** if we are to n«>Te, the gooner 



we ma&e a beginning^ the sooner we shall know whether we axe \o 
have oiu^ scalps lor night-oaps, or not.** 

As this proposition was self-evident, no one denied its justioe. 
The three men. after a short preliminary explanatiojo, now^ aet 
about their preparations to move the ark, in earnest. The slight 
fastenings were ouickly loosened ; and, by hauling on the line* the 
heavy qwt slowly emerged from the cover. It was no sooner free 
irom the incumbrance of the brajaches, than it swung into the 
stream, sheering quite close to the western shore, by the^fcrceof the 
current. Kot a soul on board heard the rustling of thfe branches, 
Ef? the cabin came against the bushes and trees of the western bank, 
^vithout a feeling of uneasiness i for no one knew at what momeni, 
or in what place, a secret and murderous enemy mifi:ht unma^ 
himself. Perhaps the gloomy light, that still struggled through 
the impending canopy of leaves, or found its way through t]^e 
jx&acfw^ jiband-like opening, which seemed to mark, in the a^ 
ab9ve« the course of the river that flowed beneath) aided in aug- 
menting tJie appearance of the danger; for it was little more thaa 
'sufficient to render objects visible, without giving up (dl their out- 
lines at a glance. Althou&rh the sun had not absolutely set, it had 
withdrawn its direct rays trom the valley ; and the hues of evenii|g 
w^re beginniaf to gather around objects that stood uncovered, reu- 
dering those within the shadows of the woods still more sombre aivd 

XV) interruption followed th^ movement, however, and, as t^e 
mei^ Qontinued to haul on the line, the ark passed steadily ahea4, 
the gteat breadth of the seow preventing its sinking into the water, 
and from offering much resistance to the progress of the swift 
element beneath its bottom. Hutter, too, had adopted a precaution, 
suggested by experience, which might have done credit to a seaman, 
ana which completely' prevented any of the annoyances and ob- 
stacles which, otherwise, would have attended the short turns of 
^e nver. As the ark descended, heavy stones, attached to the 
line, were dropped in the centre of the stream, forming loeal 
anchors, each of which was kept &om dra|fging by the assistanoeof 
those, above i 



^. above it, until the uppermost of aLiwas reached, which got 
its ** baeking " from the ancnor, or ^apnel, that lay well out in the 
lake.. In consequence of this expedient, the ark £oated clear of the 
incumbrances of the shore, against which it would otherwise have 
been unavoidably hauled at everv turUr producing embarrassments 
that Hutter, single^'handed, would have found it very difficult to 
overcome. 

Favoured bv this foredght, and stimulated by the apprehensioxi 
of discova*y. Floating Tom and his two athletic companions hauled 
the ark ahead, with quite as much rapidity as comported with Ijie 
strength of. the line. At every turn in the stream, a stone was 
raised 'from the bottom, when the direction of the scow changed to 
one that pointed towards the stone that lay above. In this manner^ 
with the channel buoyed out for him, as a sailor miffht term it, did 
. Hotter move %ward, ocoaatcnally urging his frie^ias, in a low and 
gnaided yoioe, to increase i^eir exeruons, and then, as oooasioos 
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offered, warning: them agrainst efforts that might, at particular 
moments, endanger all by too much zeal. In spite of their Ions 
familiarity with the woods, the gloomy charact<3r of the shaded 
river added to the uneasiness that eacli felt; and when the ark 
reached the first bend in the Susquehannah, and the eye caught a 
glimpse of the. broader expanse of the lake, all felt a relief, that 
perhaps neither would have been willing to confess. Here the last 
stone was raised from the bottom, and the line led directly towards 
the grapnel, whieh, as Huttcr had explained, was dropped above 
the suction of the current. 

"Thank Qodr* ejaculated Rnrry, ** there is day-light, and wo 
Aall soon have a chance of seeing our inimies, if we are to feel *em." 

** That is more than you, or anv man can say," growled Hutter, 
•* There is no snot so likely to harbour a party, as tiie shore arouml 
Hie outlet; ana the moment we clear these trees* and get into open 
water, wUl be the most trying time, since it will leave tiie enemy a 
eover, wliile it pnts us out of one. Judith, girl ; do you and Hetty 
leave the oar to take care of itself, and go within the cabin ; and b« 
mindM not to show your faces at a ^vindow; for they who will 
look at them w<m*t stop to praise their beauty. And now, Hurry^ 
we'll step into this outer room, ourselves, and haul throu^ the 
ioor, where we shall all be safe, from a surprise, at least. Friend 
Deerslayer, as the current is lighter, and the line has all the straia 
on it that is prudent, do you keep moving from window to window, 
taking care not to let your head be seen, if you set any value on 
fife. No one knows when, or where, we shall hear from our 
neigfabours.*' 

Deerdayer complied, with a sensation lliat had nothing in com- 
mon with fear, but which had all the interest of a perfectly novel» 
and a most exciting situation. For the first time in his life, he was 
in the vicinity of enemies, or had good reason to think so; and 
that, too, under all the thrilling circumstances of Indian surpiisei^ 
and Indian artifices. As he took his stand at a window, the ark 
was just passing through the narrowest part of the stream, a i)oinJt 
where the water first entered what was properly termed the rivei; 
and where the trees fairly interlocked over-head, eausing the our* 
rent to rush into an arch of verdure ; a feature as appropriate and 
peculiar to the country, perhaps, as that of Switzerland, where the 
rivers come rushing literally from chambers of ice. . 

The ark was in the act of passing the last curve of this leafy 
entranoe, as Deerslaver, having examined all that could be seen oi 
the eastern bank of the river, crossed the room to look from the 
opposite window, at the western. His airival at this aperture was 
most opportune, for he had so sooner placed Ms eye at a crack, than 
a sight met his gaze that might well have alarmed a sentinel so vouug 
and inexperienced. A sapling overhung the water, in nearly naif a 
circle, having first grown towards the light, and then been pressed 
down into this form by the weight of the snows; a circumstance of 
common occurrence in the American woods. On this tree no leas 
than six Indians had already appeared, others standing ready to 
'MUaw them, as tiiey left room; eaoh eviaentiy bent on running out 



on t1i8 tmnk, and dropping on the roof of tlie srk, as itpassed 
beneath. This would naye been an exploit of no great dimculty, 
^e inclination of the tree admitting of an easy passage, the adjoin- 
ing l)ranches offering ample support for the hands, and the fall 
bemg too trifling to be apprehended. "When Deerslayer first saw 
this party, it was just unmasking itself, by ascending the part of 
the taree nearest to the earth, oif that which was much the most 
difficult to overcome; and his knowledge of Indian habits told him, 
at once, that they were all in their war-paint, and belonged to a 
hostile tribe. 

"Pull, Hurry," he cried; **pnll for your life, and as you love 
Judith Hutter ! Pull, man, puU !*' 

This call was made to one that the young man knew had the 
strengtii of a giant. It was so earnest and solemn, that both 
Hatter and March felt it was not idly given, and thej applied all 
their force to the line simultaneously, and at a most critical moment. 
The scow redoubled its motion, ana seemed to glide from under the 
tree as if conscious of the daiiger that was impending overhead. 
Perceiving that they were discovered, the Indians uttered tha 
fearfal war-whoop, and runninp^ forward on Hie tree, leaped despe? 
rately towards their fancied prize. There were six on the tree, and 
each made the effort. All but their leader fell into the river, more 
or less distant irom the ark, as they came, sooner or later, to the 
Icaping-place. The chief, who had taken the dangerous post in 
advance, having an earlier opportunity than the others, fitruck the 
scow just within the stern. The fall proving so much greater thaa 
he had anticipated, he was slightly stunned, and, for a moment, he 
remained half bent and unconscious of Ms situation. At this instant 
Judith rushed from the cabin, her beauty heightened by the excite* 
ment that produced the bold act, which flushed her cheek to 
erimson, and, throwing all her strength into the effort, she pushed 
the intruder over the edge of the scow, headlong into the river. 
This decided feat was no sooner acQomplished than the woman 
resumed her sway ; Judith looked over the stem to ascertain what 
had become of the man, and the expression of her eyes softened to 
concern; next, her cheek crimsoned between shame and surprise, 
at her own temerity ; and then she laughed, in her own merry and 
awe^ manner. All this occupied less than a minute, when the arm 
of Deer^yer was thrown around her waist, and she was dragged 
swiftly witbin the protection of the cabin. This retreat was not effected 
too soon. Scarcely were the two in safety, when the forest wa* 
filled with yellsy and bullets began to patter against Hie logs. 

The ark being in swift motion all this while, it was beyond the 
danger of pursuit by the time these little events had occurred; and 
the savages, as soon as the first burst of their anger had subsided, 
ceased firing, with the consciousness that they were expending theiy 
ammunition in vain. When the scow came up above the grapnel, 
Hntter tripped the latter, in a way not to impede the motion; wad. 
being now oeyond the infiuence of the current, the vessel continued 
to dmt ahead, until fairly in the open lake, though still near enough 
to the land to render exposure to a rifie-bullet dangerous. Hutter 



and tfarcli got out two small sweeps, and, eovered by tins edMn* 
they soon mged the ark far enough &om the shore, to kave na 
indnoement t > their enemies to make any further attempt to ugm^ 
^em. 

CHAPTER V. 

M Why, let flM stricken deer go weep, 
Tbe hart miKalled play : 
Wot Bome mQel w«toB. while soiim moat ileep ; 
Thus nuu the world alway." BxujuraAn. 

Akotheb consultation took place, in the forward part of the 
scow, at which both Judith and Hetty were present As no danger 
could now approach unseen, immediate uneasiness had ^iven plAca 
to the concern which attended the conyiotion that enemies were, in 
oonsiderable force, on the shores of the lake, and that they mijjrht 
6a sure no practicable means of accomplishing their own destruoUoa 
vould be neglected. As a matter of course, Hutter felt these truth* 
the deepest, his daughters having an habitual reliance on his 
resources, and knowing too little to appreciate fully all the risk* 
they ran; while his male conipanions were at liberty to quit ban 
at any moment they saw fit. His first remark showed that he had 
an eye to the latter circumstance, and might have betrayed, to a 
keen observer, the apprehension that was, just then, uppermost. 

"We've a great advantage over the Iroquois, or the enemy, 
whoever they are, in being afloat," he said. * There's not a cano^ * 
on the lake, that I don't know where it's hid ; and now yours is 
here. Hurry, there are but three more on the land, and they're sa 
snug in hoUow logs, that I don't believe the Indians oould dad 
them, let them try ever so long." 

" There's no telling that— no one can say that," put in Deerslayer; 
** a hound is not more sartain on the scent than a red-skin, when he 
expects to get anything by it. Let this party see scalps afore 'eni» 
or plunder, or honour, according to their idees of what honour is» 
and 'twill be a tight log that hides a canoe from their eyes." 

•• You're right, Deerslayer," cried Harry March; " you're down" 
right Gospel, in this matter, and I rej'ice that my bunch of bark is 
safe enough, here, within reach of my arm. I calcilate they'll be 
at all the rest of the canoes, afore ta morrow night, if they are in 
raal 'amest to smoke you out, old Tom, and we may as well over- 
haul our paddles, for a pull." 

Hutter made no immediate reply. He looked about him in 
silence for quite a minute ; examining the sky, the lake, and the 
belt of forest which enclosed it, as it mi^ht be hermetically, like 
one consulting their signs. Nor did he find any alarming symp- 
toms. The boundless woods were sleepin&r in tne deep repose of 
nature, the heavens were placid, but still luminous witn. the light 
of the retreating sun, while the lake looked more lovely and otum 
than it had before done that day. It was a scene altogether sooth- 
ing, and of a character to loll the passions into a species of holy 
calm. How far tiiis effect was produced, however, on the party in 
ike ark, must appear in. the progress of our ^arratiy^v 



^ticHtft,'* called out the father, when he had taken thi? close^ 
but short survey, of the omens, " night is at hand ; find our friends 
food ; a long march gives a sharpappetite.*' 

"We're not starving, Master nutter," March observed, " for we 
filled np just as we reached the lake, and, for one, I prefar the com- 
pany of Jude, even to her supper. This quiet evening is very 
agreeable to sit by her side/' 

•• Natur' is natur'," objected Hutter, " and must be fed. Judith, 
see to tlwmefti, and take your sister to help jrou. I've a little dis- 
course to hold with you, friends," he continued, as soou as his 
daughters were out of hearing, " and wish the girls away You 
see my situation ; and I should like to hear your opinions concern- 
ing what is best to be done. Three times have I^ been burnt out 
already, but that was on the shore ; and I've considered myself aa 
pretty safe, ever since I got the castle built and the ark afloat. My 
other accidents, however, happened in peaceable times,, being 
]«>tliiBg more than such flurries as a man must meet wiUi in the 
woods J but this matter looks serious, and your ideasi would greatly 
ii^evemy mind." 

*• ItTs my notion, old Tom, that you, and your huts, and your 
traps, and your whole possessions, hereaway, are in desperate jip- 
paroy,** returned the matter-of-fact Hurry, who saw no use in eon* 
cealment. " Accordin' to my idees of valie, they're altogether not 
worth half as much to-day as they was yesterday, nor would I git* 
more for 'em, taking the pay in skins." 

-••Hien I've children !" continued the father, making the allusion 
iff a way^that it might have puzzled even an indiflerent observer to 
sky-was intended as a bait, or as an exclamatiou of paternal con- 
cern; ** daughters, as you know, Hurry; and good girls, too, 1 may 
say, '^ough I am iheir father." 

"A man may say anything, Master Hutter, particularly when 
pressed by time and circumstances. You've darters, as you say, 
and erne of tiiem' hasn't her equal on the frontiers for good looks,- 
whatever She may have for good behaviour. As for poor Hetty, 
slie's Hetty Hutter, and thar s as much as one can say about tne 
poor tiling. Give me Jude, if her conduct was only equal to her 
leoKB • ' 

•* I see, Harry March, I can only count on 3[ou as a fair-weather 
friend ; and I suppose that your companion will be of the same way 
of thinking," returned the other, with a sliffht show of pride, that 
vfm not altogether without dignity; "well; I must depend .on 
Providence, which will not turn a deaf ear, perhaps, to a father'* 
prayers." 

*• If you've understood Hurry, here, to mean that he intends to 
deiart yen," said Deerslayer, with an earnest simplicity tiiat gave 
deaMe assurance of its truth, " I think you do him injustice ; as I 
kmtw ytm do me, in supposing I would follow him, was he so 




be wiUbe at w^Wiel to-mortow, when you'd have another ri2e to 
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aid yon ; an inexper'eaced one, Til allow, like my own, bat «Le that 
has proved true so often ag'in the game, big and little, that Til 
answer for its sarvice ag'in mortals." 

'^May I depend on you to stand by me and my daughters, then^ 
Deerslayer ?" demanded the old man, with a father's anxiety ia his 
countenance. 

*' That may you, Floating Tom, if that's your name; and as a 
brother would stand by a sister — a husband his wife — or a suitor 
his sweetheart. In this strait you may count on me through all 
ad varsities; and, I think. Hurry does discredit to his natur* and 
wishes, if you can't count on him." 

'*!N^ot he," cried Judith, thrusting her handsome face out of the 
door ; "his nature is hurrjr as weU as his name, and he'll hurry 
ofp as soon as he thinks his fine figure in danger. Neither 'old 
Tom ' nor his * gals' will denend much on Master March, now they 
know him, but i/ou they will rely on, Deerslayer; for your honert 
face and honest heart teU us that what you promise you will per- 
form." 

^ This was said as much, perhans, in affected scorn for Hurry as in 
smcerity. StiU, it was not said, without feeling. The fine face of 
Judith sufficiently proved the latter circumstance ; and if the con- 
scious March fancied that he had never seen in it a stronger displajr 
of contempt — a feeling in which the beauty was apt to indulge — 
than while she was looking at him, it certainly seldom exhibited 
more of womanly softness and sensibility, than when her speaking 
blue eyes were turned on his travelling: companion. 

"Leave us, Judith," Hutter ordered sternly, before either of the 
young men could reply ; " leave us ; and do not return until you 
oome with the venison and fish. The girl has been spoilt by the 
flattery of the officers, who sometimes find their way up here, Master 
March, and you'll not think any harm of her siUy words." 

" You never said truer syllable, old Tom," retorted Hurry, who 
ttnartednnder Judith's observations ; * * the devil-tongued youngsters 
of the garrison have proved her undoing ! I scarceknow Jude any 
longer, and shall soon take to admiring ner sister, who is getting to 
be much more to my fancy." 

" I'm glad to hear this, Harry, and look upon it as a sign that 
you're coming to your right senses. Het^ would make a much 
safer and more rational companion than Jude, and would be much 
the most likelv to listen to your suit, as the officers have» J greatly 
fear, unsettlea her sister's mind." 

** No man need a safer wife than Hetty," said Hurry, laughing, 
** though I'll not answer for her being of the most rational. But, 

fo matter; Deerslayer has not misconceived me, when he told ^u 
should be found at my post. I'll not quit i/ou, imcle Tom» just 
now, whatever may be my feelin's and intenuons respecting your 
eldest darter." 

Hurry had a respectable reputation for prowess among his assiO- 
dates, and Hutter heard this pledge with a satisfaction that was 
not concealed. Even the ^eat personal strength of such an ^d 
^lecame of mouient in moving the ark, as well i^ in the iiyeci^ «f 



Iwnd^to-kaitd otmivsU that were not unfrequeut in the woods ; and 
no commander who was hard pressed, could feel more joy at hear- 
ing of the arrival of reinforcements than the borderer experienced 
atoeiiig told this important auxiliary was not about to (ivdi him. 
A minute before, Hulter would ^have been well content to coinpro- 
mise his danger by entering into a oompact to act only on the de- 
&iudYe; bnt no sooner did he feel some security on this point, than 
tiie resdesaness of man induced him to think of the meana of oavry* 
iig the war into the enemy's country. i 

" Hi^b pnoes are offered for scalps on both ades," he observed* ^ 
with a grim smile, as if he felt the force of the inducement £^t the 
Tery taane 1^ wished to affect a superiority to earning money by 
Ijiieans thf^ the ordinary feelings ol those who aspire to be oivili^q 
men repudiated, even while they were adopted. ** It isn't righ^ 
mIu^, to take gold for human blood ; and yet, when mankind is 
Dusy in killing one another, there can be no great harm in adding a 
hm& hit of skin to the plunder. What's your sentiment^, nurry, 
touching these points ^" 

'* That you've made a vast mistake, old man, in calling savage 
blood human blood at aU. I think no more of a red-skin's scalp, 
tban I do of a pair of wolfs ears; and would just as lief finger 
money £or one as for the other. With white neople 'tis different, 
for they've a nat'ral avarsion to being scalped; whereas your 
Indian shaves his head in readiness for the knite, and leaves a lock 
of hair, by way of braggadocio, that one can lay hold of, in the 
bargain." 

"That's manly, however, and I felt, &>om the ilrst, that we had 
only to g>et you on our side, to have you heart and hand," returned 
Tom, losing all his reserve, as he gained a renewed confidence in 
tbe ai&pK)siuon of his companion. ^ ** Something niore may turn up 
£rom this inroad of the red-skins than they bargained for. Deer- 
dayer, I oonolude vou're of Hurry's way of thinking, and look upon 
noney 'amed in this way as being as likely to pass ^s money 'arned 
ia trapping or hunting ? ' 

" I've no suchfeelin , nor any wish to harbour it, not I," returned 
the other. '* My gifts are not scalpers' gifts, but such as belong to 
my religion and colour. I'll stand by you, old man, in the ark, or 
in the ci^sti^ the canoe, or the woods, but I'll not unhumanize my 
natar' by lulinff into ways that God intended for another race. If 
you and Hurry nave got any thoughts that lean towards the Colony's 
gold, go by yourselves in s arch of it, and leave the females to my 
eare. Mueh as I must differ &om you both, on all gifts that do not 
prop^ly belong to a white man, we shall agree that it is the duty 
ol ^ strong to take care of the weak, especially when the last 
belong to ^em that natur' intended man to protect and console b) 
his gentleness and strength." 

" Murry Harry, that is a lesson you might learn and practise on 
to some advantage," said the sweet but spirited voice of Judith. 
from the cabin; a proof that she had overheard all that had 
hitJhiirtfl boen said. 
' *i«S(# aittre q£ this, Jade," called oujt the father angrily. '* M<^V9 
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fortlieroffi we are abont to talk of liiattentmfit fi>r a iiH>niaa W 
Ksten to." '- 

Hutter did not taike any steps, lioweyer, to ascertain whether ktf 
was obeyed or not, bnt, dropping his yoice a little, he pnrsoed tli# 
disoonrse. ^ 

" The young man is ri^ht, Hnrry/' he said; "and wet»En leavte 
ihe children in his care. Now, my idea is Just this ; and I iMiile 
you'll agree that it is rational ana correct. There's a lar^ party 
of these savages on the shore ; and, though I didn't tell it oefoi^e 
the girls, for they're womanish, and apt to be troublesome when 
anyming like real work is to be done, there's women among 'em. 
This I know from moccasin prints ; and 'tis likely they are hmiterdl 
after all, who have been out so long that they know nothings of Hii 
war, or of the bounties." 

" In which case, old Tom, why was their flrst sahite an hiftem^ 
rot all our throats?" a 

" We don't know that their design was so Woody. It^s natdrat 
and easy for an Indian to fall into ambushes and surprises ; aiid* 
no doubt, they wished to get on board the ark first, and isQ malS 
their conditions afterwards. That a disapp'inted savage shdtil^ 
fire at us, is in rule ; and I think nothing of that. Beddes, hew 
often have they burned me out, and robbed my traps'-^ay, «&€ 
pulled trigger on me in the most peaceful times?" "^ 

** The blackguards will do such things, I must allow, and we p!^% 
*6m off pretty muc^i in their own c'ine. Women would not be <m 
the war-path, sartainly; and, so far there's reason in your idoe." ' 

" Nor would a hunter he in his war-paint," i*etumea Deerslayet. 
" I saw the Mingos, and know ihat they are out on the trail <^ 
mortal men; and iiot for beaver or deer.' . .; 

** There you have it ag'in, old fellow," said Hnrry. **In 1^ 
way of an eye, now, I'd as soon 'trust this young man, as trust tlie 
oldest settler in the Colony; if he says paint, why paint it was." - 

"Then a huntinflr-party and a war-party have met, for Wom^ 
must have been with em. It's only a few days sinoe tiie runn#t 
went through with the tidings of the troubles j and, it may be, thait 
Warriors have come out to call in their women and children, fufd 
to get an early blow." 

"4hat would stand the courts, and is just the tsni4^," cried 
Hurry; " you've got it now, old Tom, and I should like to bear 
what you mean to make out of it ?" 

"The bounty;" returned the other, looking np at hi» attentive 
eompanion, in a cool, sullen manner, in which, however, heartleas 
eupidity, and indifierence to the means, were far more eensinenoiis 
than any feelings of animosity or revenge. " If there'a wonie^ 
there^s cnildrett; and Mg and little have sealps; the Oolony payi 
for all alike.'* 

" More shame to it, that it should do so," interrupted Deerslayer $ 
^more shame to it, that it don't understand its gifts, and pay 
gi^eater attention to the will of God." 

" Hearken to reason, lad, and don't ory out atoe you imdj^ittaiid 
.a oase^** tetunied the unmoTed Humri "tbe w^agH Mtii^ your 



Cei'9^ ibe Ddamr^^ or Mohicans, whickeyer they may be^ 
avioiiflr the rest; and why shoiildn*t we scalp? I will own, I^ 
'fronld be ag'in zight for you and me^ now, to go into the settle- 
ments and bring ont scalps, but it's a very different matter as con- 
Barns Indians. A man shouldn't take scalps, if he isn'^t ready to 
|^.6qalped,.lum8elf« on fitting occasi<ms. One good .turn desarves 
fnotoer. ^U the world* over. That's reason, and I believe it to bQ 
food Tafi|ion." 

. " Ay» master Hurry," again interrupted the rich voice of Judith', 
*' ifl it religion to say that one ha4 turn deserves another." 

" I'll never reason iig'inyou. Judy, for you beat me with beauty, 
U you oan't with senso. Here s the Canadas paying their Indiana 
£or scalps* and why not we pay " 

** Our Indians! exclaimed the girl, laughing with a sort of 
H^daaoboly mensm^ntk ''Father^ father! think no more of this, 
and listen to the advice of Beerslayer, who has a conscience ; which 
{s m«re than I can aay, or think* of Harry March." 

Butter no^ rpse, and, entering the cabin, he compelled his 
flaaghters to go into the adjoining room, when he secured both the 
aoora[,.ana returned. Then he. and Hurry pursued the subject: 
^aty aathevTurportofaU that was material m this discourse will 
Mpieai in the narrative, it need not be related here, in detail. The 
reader, however, can have no difiB-culty in comprehending the 
«OiraUt]r that presided, over their conference. It was, ip truth, 
jhat whicK Vi some Ibrm or other, rules most of the acts of men« 
and in which the controlling principle is, that one wrong will 
justify anpt^. Tbein enemies paid for scalps ; and this was aufft- 
j^&at tp justify tho Colony for retaliating. It is true, the French 
used the same argument, a circumstance, as Hurry took occasioii 
^observe, in apswer to one of Deerslayer's objections, that proved 
.W truth, as mortal enemies would not be Hkely to have recourse 
to the same reason, unless it were a good one. But, neither Hutter 
:iu»r Hurry waa a man likej^ to stick at trifles, in matters connected 
-with the rights of the aborigines, since it is one of the consequences 
t«f ag^easion, that it hardens the conscience, as the only means of 
fqmetmg it. In the most peaceable state of the country, a species 
of warfare was carried on between the Indians, especially those of 
'^the Canadiw, and men of their .oa&te; and, the moment aiTtitual 
•xMid recognised wariare existed, it was resrarded as the means of 
lawfully revenging a thousand wrongs, real and imaginary. Then, 
-Again, th^re wa&«omo truth, and a good deal of expediency, in tbe 
pnnoipie of retaliation, of which they both availed themselves, iu 
rpartiojular, to answer the objections of their juster-minded and 
^jnotre scrupulous companion. 

c/ **you must fight a man with his own we'pons, Deerslayer," 
cried Hurry, in his imcouth dialect, and in his dogmatical mannjer 
. ^ disposing of all moral propositions; ** if he's force, you must bo 
■,|!ereerj it Ws stout of heart, you must be stouter.. This is 1*e 
way to get the better of Christian or ravage : by keeping up to this 
f)lraikst<m'U< g*t soonest to the iud of your journey." ^^ - - ...,,^ 

r* ■• ►*. ' A' 

vJK *^v>-* 
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judged according to their talents, or Tarning ; the Indian, likfe all 
Indian; and the white man, like a white man. Some of theif 
teachers sajr, that if you're struck on the cheek, it's a duty to turn 
the other side of the face, and take another blow, instead of seek- 
ing revenge, whereby I understand " 

" That's enough !'^ shouted Hurry; " that'll all I want, to i>rove 
a tnan's doctrine ! How long would it take to kick a man through 
tiie Colony— in at one ind, and out at the other, on that principle r" 

" Don't mistake me, March," returned the yoilng hunter, witb^ 
dignity: " I don't imderstand by this, any more, than that it's 
best to do this, if possible. Revenge is an Indian gift, and for^v«« 
ness a white man s. Thafs all. Overlook all you ean^ is wnat'» 
meant; and not revenge all you can. As for kicking, Masteif 
Hurry," and Deerslayer's sunburnt cheek flushed, as he contiliued, 
" into the Colony, or out of the Colony, that's neith^ here nor 
there, seeing that no one proposes it, and no one trould be likely to 

Sut u^ with it. What I wish to say is, that a red-skin's scal^gr 
on't justify a pale-face's scalping. 

"Do as you're done by, Deerslayer; that's evet the Christlail 
parson's doctrine." 

" No, Huriy, I've asked the Moravians consaming that, and it'll 
altogether different. *Do as you ujould be done by, they tell me, 
IS the true saying, while men practj((se the false. They think all 
the Colonies wrong, that offer bounties for scalns, and believe no 
blessing will follow the measures. Above all tnjiigs, they forbid 
revenge." 

" That for your Moravians!" cried March, snapping his fingew; 
•* they're the next thing to Quakers; and if you'd believe all they 
tell you, not even a rat would be skinned, out of marcy. Who 
ever heard of marcy on a muskrat !" 

The disdainful manner of Hurry prevented a reply, and he aird 
the old man resumed the discussion of their plans m a more quiet 
and confidential manner. This conference lasted until Judith ap- 
peared, bearing the simple but savoury supj^er. Maroh observed, 
with a little surprise, that she placed the choicest bits before Deer- 
slayer, and that in the little nameless attentions it was in her 
powei to bestow, she quite obviously manifested a desire to let it 
oe seen that she deemed him the honoured guest. Accustomed, 
however, to the waywardness and coquetry of the beauty, this 
discovery gave him fittle concern, and he ate with an appetite that 
was in no degree disturbed hj any moral causes. The easily- 
digested food of the forests offering tne fewest possible obstacles to 
the gratification of this great animal indulgence, Deerslayer, not- 
withstanding the hearty meal both had taken in the woods, was in 
no manner l^hind his companion, in doing justice to the viands. 

An hour later, the scene had greatlv changed. The lake was 
BtiU placid and glassy, but the gloom ot the hour had succeeded to 
the soft twilight of a summer evening, and all within the dark 
Betting of the woods lay in the quiet repose of night. The forests 
gave up no song, or cry, or even murmur, but looked down from 
tbe hills on ^6 lovdy basin they endided, in solemii atilbLess; 
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aad the only sotind that was audible was the regrnlar dip of the 
sweeps, at which Hurry and Deerslayer lazily pushed, impelling' 
the ark towards the castle. Hutter had withdrawn to the stem of 
the acow, in order to steer, hut, finding that the young men kept 
even strokes, and held the desired course by their own skill, he had 
permitted the oar to drap: in the water, taken a seat on the end of 
the vessel, and lighted*hispipe. ^ He had not been thus placed many 
minutes, ere Hetty came stealthily out of the cabin, or house, as 
they usually termed that part of the ark, and placed herself at his 
leet<, on a little bench that she brought with her. As this move? 
meat was by no means unusual in his feeble-minded child, the old 
man paid no other attention to it, than to lay his hand kindly on 
lier head« in an affectionate and approying manner ; an act of grac^ 
that the girl received in meek silence. 

After a pause of several minutes, Hetty be«ui to sing. Her voice 
was low and tremulous, but it was earnest and solemn. The words 
and the time weire of the simplest form, the first being a hymn that 
she liad been taught by her mother, and the last one of those 
natural melodies that find favour with all classes, in every age, 
coming from, and being addressed to, the feelings. Hutter never 
IlBtened to this simj^le strain without finding his neart and manner 
softened ; facts that his daughter well knew, and by which she had 
often profited, through the sort of holy instinct that enlightens the 
weak of mind, more especially in their aims toward good. 

Heftty's low, sweet tones nad not been raised many moments, 
when the dip of the oars ceased, and the holy strain arose singly on 
tiie breathing silence of the wilderness. As if she gathered courage 
with the theme, her powers appeared to increase as she proceeded ; 
and, though nothing vulgar or noisy mingled in l^r melody, its 
strength and melancholy tenderness grew on the ear, %itil the air 
Iras filled with this simple homage of a soul that seemed almost 
spotless. That the men torward were not indifierent to this touch- 
ing interruption, was proved by their inaction; nor did their oars 
again dip, imtil the last of the s\v^eet sounds had actually died 
among the remarkable shores, which, at that witching hour, would 
waft, even the lowest modulations of the human voices more than 
a mile. Hutter himself was aflfected ; for, rude as he was by early 
habits, and even ruthless as he had got to be by longrexposurer 
to the practices of the wilderness, his nature was of that'Tearful 
mixture of good ft&d evil, that so generally enters into the moral, 
oomppsition of man. 

" Yea are sad to-night, child," said the father, whose manner 
and Isnguage usually assumed some of the gentleness and elevation 
of the ciyiiized life lie had led in youth, when he thus communed 
with this particular child; ''we have just escaped &om enemies, 
and ought tather to rpjoioe." 

" You can never do it, father V* said Heiij, in a low remon- 

stratini^ manner, taking his hard knotty hand into both her own ; 

** you have talked long with Harry March ; but neither of you will 

hove the heart to do itl" 

*' This is going beyond your means, foolish child ; yon must hava 
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been nan^Kty enongh to have listened, or you could know nothing 
ofourtalV^ 

" Why should you and Hurry kill people— especially women and 
children r** 

"Peace, girl, peace; we are at war, and must do to our enemies 
as our enemies would do to us." 

" That's not it, father ! I heard De^slayer say how it was* 
You must do to your enemies as you ivisk your enemies would do 
to yoa. No man wishes his enemies to kill him." 

" We kilt uiir enemies in war, girl, lest they should kill Us. ' One'* 
side or the other must b^n; and them that begin first are most- 
ant to get' the Tictory. Tou know noising about these things, poor 
Hetty, and had best say nothing." 

*' Judith says it is wrong, father; and Judith has sense, theugh I 
have none." ' 

*' Jude imderstands better than to talk to me of tl^ese ibatters ; ' 
for. she haa senae, as you say, and knows FU not bear it. Wliicn- 
would you prefer, Hetty; to have your own soalp taken, and sold ^ 
totihe Fveneh, or that we should MI our enemies, and keep thiem 
from harming us?** "-- 

'* That's not it, father! Don't kill «iiem, nm* let ikem kill iu. 
Sell your skins, and get more, if you can; but don't sell blood.*' 

" Come, eome, child ; let us talk of matters you understand. Ar^ ' 
you glad to see our old friend, March, back again? Tou like Hurryi 
and must know that one day he may be your brother— if dot some- 
thing nearer." 

" That can't be, father," returned the girl^ affcer a coni^erable 
pause; ** Hurry has had one fiather, and one mother; and people 
never have two." ' ' 

" So much for your weak mind, Hetty. When Jude marries, 
her htisbond's father will be her father, and her husband's sister, 
her sister. If she should marry Hurry, then he wiU be your 
brotiher.'* 

" Judith will never have Hurry," returned the girl, nuldly, but. 
posdtiveiy; " Judith don't like Hurry." 

" Thars more than you can know, Hetty* Harry March is the 
handsomest, and the strongest, and the boldest young man that 
ever visits the lake: and, as Jude is the greatest benuty, I don't 
see why they shouldn't come together. He has as much as pro- 
mised that he will enter into this job with me, on condition thai 
I'll consent." 

Hetty began to move her body back and forth, and otherwise to 
express mental agitation ; but she made no answer for more than a 
minute. Her father, accustomed to her manner, and suspecting no 
immediate cause of concern, continued to smoke with the apparent 
phlegm which would seem to belong to that particular species of 
enjo^nent. 

'* Hurry is handsome, ialJier," said Hetty, with a sim^e emphasis, 
that she might have hesitated about using, had her mind been more 
alive to the inferences of others. 

**l tdtdjwa sO| ehiM«'r !Bmtteied ol4 Hutter. without reftoving 
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the pipe from between His teeth ; " he's the likeliest youth in tliese 
pfU!t6; a»d Judo is the likeliest youngr woman I'ye met with sinee 
ner poor mother was in her best days." 

" Is it wieked to be ugly, father? ' 

" One might be guilty of worse thingsr-but yoa'ie by no means 
^y^ thpu|^ not so comely as Jude." 

. •*& Judith any happier for being so handsome?'* 

''She may be, cluld} and she may not be. But talk of othc-r 
mutterSf now ; for jOn hardly understand these, poor Hetty. How 
d9 you like our new acquaintanee, Deeralajrer?' 

'* He isa't handsome, father. Hurry xs fEu: handsomer tb&n 
Deerslayer." 

** That's tru^ ; but they say he is a noted kunter I His fame had 
reached me before I ever saw liim ; and I did hope he would prove 
to* b^ as stout a warrior as he is dexterous with tne deer. All men 
am not alikfii W>wse¥er, child ; and it takes time, as I know by ex- 
penenoe> to give a man a true wilderness heart." 

"Have I got a wilderness Jbeart, father— and, Hurry, is Am heart 
true wilderness ?*' 

VYou sometimeB ask quj^&c Questions, Hetty I Yonr heart is 
good, child, and fitter for the settlements than for the woods ; while 
your reafion is fitter for the woods than for the settlementa." 

" Why has Judith more reason than I, faUier ?" 

*' Heaven VU> thee, child 1— this U more than I can answer. God 

S'ves sense, and appearance, and all these things ; and he grant? 
igm a^Nt seeth nt. JDost thou wi^h for mpre ^eaitsei^*' 

.^Bfo^;!!, ..The littiU J haye. tjouble* mo; fiwf when I think the 
liaraest,* then I feel the unhappiest. I don't believe thinking is 
good for ine>.th<nigh I do wish T was as handsome as Judith." 

"Why sp^ poor child? Thy aster's beautv may cause hex 
trouble, as it caused her mother, before her. It's no advantage, 
Hetty, to be so marked for anything as to become an object of envy, 
or to be sought after move than others." 

'^ Mother was good, if she toaa handsome," returned the girl, the 
tears starting to her eyes, as usually happened when aha adverted 
to ber deceased parent. 

Old Hutter^ if not eoually affected, was moody and silent at this 
allusion to his wife. He continued smoking, without appearing 
disposed to make an;^ answer* u^til his aimple*mindad daughter 
repeated her remark, in a way to show that she felt iiueasiness. lest 
lie might. be inclined to deny her assertion. Then he knocked the 
aahes out of bis pipe, and laying his hand in a sort of rough kind- 
ness on the girl's head, he made a reply. 

" Thy mother was too good for this world/' he said ; " though 
others' might not think so. Her good looks did not befriend her ; 
and you have no occasion to mourn that you are not as much like 
ker^as your sister. Think less a£ beautjr, child, and more of your 
dut^T; and you'U be as happy on this lake as you could be in the 
king s palace." 

'*akB$W>(;, fatitoc } but ^Tvcrsr a^a beauty ia everything in a 
young woman." 
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Huttft made an ejacnlation expressive of dissatisfaction, and 
went forward ; passing through the house in order to do so. Hetty's 
simple betrayal of her weakness in behalf of March, gave him 
uneasiness on a subiect concerning which he had never felt before ; 
and he determinea to come to an explanation at once with his 
visitor ; for directness of si)eech, and decision in conduct, were two 
of the best qualities of this rude being, in whom the seeds of a 
better education seemed to be constantly struggling upward, to Im 
choked by the fruits of a life, in which his hard struggles for sub- 
sistence and security, had steeled his feelings and indurated his 
nature. When he reached the forward end of the scow, he mani- 
fested an intention to relieve Deerslayer at the oar, directing tlife 
latter to take his own place aft. By these changes, the old man 
and Hnrry were again left alone, while the young Hunter wd« 
transfei-red to the other end of the ark. 

Hetty had disappeared when Beerslayer reached his new post, 
and for some little time he directed the course of the slow moving 
craft by himself. It was not lonff, however, before Judi& came 
out of the cabin, as if disposed to do the honours of the nlace to ^ 
Btranjrer engaged in the service of her family. The starlight was 
sufficient to permit objects to be plainly distinguished, when near 
at hand, and the bright eyes of the girl had an expression of kind< 
ness in them, when they met those of the youth, that the latter 
was easily enabled to discover. Her rich hair shaded her spirited 
and yet soft countenance, even at that tour rendering it the mote 
beautiful — ^as the rose is loveliest when reposing amid the shadows 
and contrasts of its native fbliage. Little ceremony is used in the 
intercourse of the woods; and Judith had acquired a readiness of 
address, by the admiration that she so generally excited, which, 
if it did not dmount to forwardness, certainly in no degree lent to 
her charms the aid of that retiring modesty on which poets lote U 
dwell. 

" I thought I should have killed myself with laughing, DdeK 
slayer," the beauty abruptiy but coquettishly commenced, " when 
I saw that. Indian dive into the river ! He .'was a good-lookiiiff 
savage, too," the girl always^ dwelt on personal beauty as a sort of 
merit, *' and yet one couldn't stop to consider whether his paint 
would stand water !" 

'* And I thought thejr would have kiUed yon with their weapons, 
Judith," returned Beerslayer ; "it was an awful risk for a female 
to run, in the face of a dozen Mingos I" 

" Did that make t/bu come out of the cabin, in spite of theiir 
rifles, too?" asked the girl, with more real interest than she would 
have cared to betray, though with an indifference of manner that 
was the result of H good deal of practice, united to native readi- 
ness. 

" Metl at*n't apt to see females in danger, tind not com6 ib their 
assistance. Even a Mingo knows that." 

This sentiment was uttered with as much sim])licity of manner 
as of feelhig, and Judith rewarded it with a smile so sweet, that 
eyen Deerslayer, whp had imbibed a prejudice against the girl, in 
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tLsetqnence of Hurry's suspicions of her levity, felt its charm» 
otwithstanding half its winning influence was lost in the feeble 
Aight. It at once created a sort of confidence between them, and 
the discourse was continued on the part of the hunter without the 
lively consciousness of the character of this coquette of the wilder- 
ness, with which it had certainly commenced. 

" You are a man of deeds and not of Words, I see plainly, Deer- 
alayer,", continued the beauty, taking her seat near tne snot where 
the other stood, " and I foresee we shall be very good friends. 
Hurry Harry has a tongue, and, giant as he is, he talka more than 
he performs. 

•^ March is your fri'nd. Judith ; and M'niA should be t^det of 
each othet. When apart. 

**We an know what Hurry's friendship comes to! tet him 
have his own way in everything, and he's the best fellow in the 
Colony ; but, • head him oft' as you say of the deer, and he is 
master of everything near him, but himself. Hurry is no favourite 
of mine, Deerslayer ; and I dare say, if the truth was known, and 
his conversation about me repeated, it would be found that he 
thinks no better of me than I own I do of him." 

The latter part of this speech was not uttered without uneasiness. 
Had the girl s compaoion been more sophisticated, he might have 
doserved the^ averted face, the manner in Which the pretty little 
foot was agitated, and other signs that, for some unexplained 
reason, the opinions of March were not quite as much matter of 
indifference to her as she thought fit to pretend. Whether this 
was no more than the ordinary working of female vanity, feeling 
keenly even when it a^cted liot to feel at all, or whether it pro- 
ceeded from that deeply-seated consciousness of right and wrong, 
which God has implanted in our breasts that we may know good 
from evil, will be made more apparent to the reader as we proceed 
in the tale. Deerslayer felt embarrassed. He well remembered 
the cruel imputations left by March's distrust; and, while he did 
not wish to injure his associate's suit by exciting resentment 
against him, his ton^e was one that literally knew no guile. To 
answer without saying more or less than he wished, was conse- 
quently a delicate duty. 

** March has his say of all thlnga in natur', whether df fri'nd 6r 
foe," slowly and cautiously rejoined the hunter. "He*s one of 
them that speak ^s they feel, while tho tongue's a-going, andthafa 
sometimes different from what they'd speak if they took time to 
consider. Give me a Delaware, Judith, for one that reflects and 
ruminates on his idees! Inmity has made 'em thoughtful, and a 
loose tongue is no rioommend at their council flres." 

" I dare say March's tongue goes free enough, when tt gets on 
the subject of Judith Hutter and her sister," said the girl, rousing 
herself as if in careless disdain. " Toung women's good namea 
are a pleasant matter of discourse with some that wouldn t dare to be 
fo open-mouthed, if tJiere was a brother in the way. Master Maroh 
may find it pleasant to traduce us, but, sooner or later, he 11 r^)ent 1 

•^Nay, Judith, this is taking the matter tip too much in 'arnei^ 
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Hurry has never whispered a syllahle ag'in the good naiii^«f 
Hetty, to begin with — " 

"I see how it ie— I see how it is^-^impeiuoafdy interrupted 
Judith. *• Jam the one he sees fit to scorch with his withering 
tongue !— Hetty, indeed!— Poor Hetty l" — ^she oontinued« her ^oice 
sinking into low husky tones, that seemed nearly to stifle her in ilia 
Utterance — *' she is beyond and above his slanderous malice ! Poor 
Hetty I If God has created her feeble-minded, the weakness Ilea 
altogether on the side of errors of which she seems to know nothing. 
The earth never held a purer being than Hetty Hutter, Beerslayer/*. 

•* I can believe it— yes, I can believe that, Judith, and I hope> 
earnestly that the same can be said of her handsome sister." 

There was a soothing^ sincerity in the voice of Deerslayer 
which touched the^rl's leelings; nor did the allusion to her beauty 
lessen the effect with one who only knew too well the power of Im- 
personal charms. Nevertheless, the still small voice of conscieaoe 
was not hushed, and it prompted the answer which she made* a£ber 
giving herself time to reflect. 

" I dare say Hurrv had some of his vHe hints about tiie people 
6t the garrisons," she added. " He knows they are gentlemen, 
and can never foi^ve any one for being what he leels he can never' 
become himself." 

*' Not in the sense of a king's officer, Judith, sartainly, for ]5Iarch 
has no turn that- a- way ; but in the sense of reality, why may not 
4 beaver-hunter be as respectable as a governor.. Since you speak 
<tf it, youi^elf, III not deny that he (^MTcomplain of one as humble 
as you, being so much in the company of scarlet coats and eilkeix 
sashes. But 'twas jealousy that brought it out of him, and I do. 
think that he mourned over his own thoughts, as a mother would' 
have mourned over her child." 

* Perhaps Deerslayer was not aware of the full meaning thathia 
earnest language conveyed. It is certain that he did not see the 
colour that crimsoned the whole of Judith's fine face, nor detect the 
uncontrollable distress that, immediately after, changed its hue to 
a deadly paleness. A minute or two elapsed in profound stillness, 
the splash of the water seeming to occupv all the avenues of sound ; 
and then Judith arose, and grasped the nand of the hunter, almost 
convulsively, with one of her own. 

*• Deerslayer," she said, hurriedly, " Pm ^lad the ice is broke 
between us. They say that sudden friendships lead to long en- 
mities, but I do not believe it will turn out so with us. I know not 
how it is — ^but, you are the first man I ever met, who did not seem 
to wish to flatter — to wish my ruin — ^to be an enemy in disguise — 
n^ver mind^ sav nothing to Hurry, and another time we'll talk 
t(^ether again.' 

':As the pii released her grasp, she vanished in the house, leaving 
tiie €istonished young man standing at the steerinfi[-oar, as motion- 
less as one of the pines on the hills. So abstracteo, indeed, had his 
thoughts become, that he was hailed by Hutter to keep the scow'i ■ 
head in the zi^ht direction, before ne rememberea his aotoal 
iitu&tiolu 
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CHAPTER VI. 



* flk> spdce IJiff Apostate Angdl, thoagh in pii]i« 
y«aiiting aload, but zaekS mtik deep detpair l"-«MtLVOy. 

BsoHTLT after the disappearance of JuditH, a li^ht southerly ait 
iro&e. and Hutter set a large square sail, that had once been the 
flying top-sail of an Albany sloop, but which, having become 
l£readbare in catching the breezes of Tappan, had been condemned 
and sold. He had a Rght tough spar of tamarack that he could 
raise on occasion, and with a little contrivance, his duck was spread 
tto 1^ wind in a suflB.ciently professional manner. The effect on tha 
ark was such as to supersede the necessity of rowin^r; and, in aboiit 
two hotirs, the castle was seen, in the darkness, nsin^ out of the 
vt^tetf at the distance of a hundred yards. The s^ was then 
Tdwered, and by slow degrees the scow drifted up to the building, 
and was secured. 

' IfFe 00^ had visited the house since Hurry and his companion left 
it. The place was found in the quiet of midnight, a sort of type of 
iSiie BoUtude of a wilderness. As aii enemy was known to be near^ 
Hutter directed his daughters to abstain from the use of lights^ 
Iftrotieft in which they seldom indulged during the warm months; 
lest tljiiey might prove beacons to direct their foes where they might 
be zoxixKi. ^ 7 

" Itt open daylight, I shouldn't fear a host of savages, behintf, 
ttiese* Btotit logs, and they without any cover to skulk into,'* adde^^ 
Httttfer, when he had explained to his guests the reasons why he 
farbideth* use of li^tsj "for I've three or four trusty weapons 
ajwatys loaded, and Killdeer, in particular, is a piece that never^ 
rnis^s; ' But it*u a diffijrent thing at night. A canoe might get: 
upon ua unseen in the dark ; and the savages have so many cunning 
ways of attacking, that I look upon it as 1)ad enough to deal with 
*em under a bright sun. I built this dwelling in order to have 'em . 
at arm's len^h, in case we should ever get to blows again. Some 
people think it's too open and exposed, but I'm for anchoring out 



here, clear of imderbrush and tnickets, as &e surest means of ^ 
making a safe berth." 

" You "^as once a sailor, they tell me, old Tom f" said Hrirry, in 
his abrupt manner, struck by one or two expressions that the other 
had just used ; ** and sbnie people believe you could give us strange 
aciJouht^ of.inimies and shipwrecks, if you'd a mind to come oiit 
with all you know ?" 

'*• There are people in this world. Hurry," returned the other, 
evasively, ** who live on other men's thoughts; and some such often 
find their way into the woods. What I've been, or what I've seen . 
in youth* is of less matter, now, than what the savages are. It's 
ofknore account to find out what will happen in the nestt twenty-four 
hours than to talk over what happenedt twenty -four years since." 

"** That's Jiidgment, Beerslayer; yes, tiiat's sound judgment,: 
Eire's Judith and Hetty to take care of, to say nothing of our own 
top^aoDOte^; audi fbt my pnrt. I ciem 8leet> as well in the dark as I 
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oonld under a noon-day mm. To me it's no great matter Aether 
there is light, or not, to see to shut my eyes by." 

As Deerslayer seldom thought it neoessary to answer his com- 
panion's pecidiar vein of humour, and Hutter was evidentl;i^ indis- 
posed to dwell longer on the subieot^ its diaouasion oeased with thia 
remark. The latter had something more on his mind, however, 
than recollections. His daughters had no sooner left them, witii an 
expressed intention of going to bed, than he inirited his two companiona 
to follow Mm again into the soow. Here the old man opened hia 
IjTOJeot, keeping back the portion that he had reserved lor execu- 
tion by Hurry and himself. 

'* The great object for people, posted like ourselves, is to command 
ike water," he oommenced. " So long as there is no other craft on 
tiie lake, a bark canoe is as good as a man-of-war, sinoe the castle 
will not be easily taken by 8wimming[. Now, there are but five 
canoes remaining in these parts, two ot which are mine, and one ia 
Hurry's. These three we have with us, here; one being fastened 
in the canoe-dock beneath the house, and the other two being 
alongside the scow. The other canoes are housed on the shore, in 
hollow logs; and the savages, who are such venomous enemies, will 
leave no ukely place unexamined, in the morning, if they're serious 
in s'arch of bounties " 

** Now, friend Hutter," interrupted Hurry, " the Indian don't 
live that can find a canoe that is suitably wintered. I've done 
something at this business before now, and Peerslayer, here, knows 
that I am one that can hide a craft in such a way that I can't find 
it myself." 

" Very tame. Hurry," put in the person to whom the appeal had 
been made, '* but you overlook the sarcumstanoe that if you couldn't, 
see the trail of the man who did the job, I could, 1 m of Master 
Hutter's mind, t^t it's fpir wiser to mistrust a savage's ingenuity, 
than to build any great expectations on his want of eye-sight. If 
these two canoes can be got off to the castle, therefore, the sooner 
it's done the better." 

** Will you be of the party that's t6 do it V* demanded Hutter, in 
a way to show that the proposal both surprised and pleased him. 

" Sartain. I'm ready to enlist in any enterprise liiat's not ag'in 
a white man's lawful gifts. Natur' orders us to defend our lives, 
and the lives of others, too, when there's occasion and opportuni^, 
I'll follow you, Floating Tom, into the Mingo camp, on such an 
arr'nd, and wiU strive to do my duty, ahould we come to blows s 
tiiough, never having been tried in battle, I don't like to nromisa 
minre than I may be aUe to perform. We all know our wishes, but 
none know their might, till put to the proof." 

" That's modest and suitable, lad," exclaimed Hurry. ** You've 
never yet heard the crack of an angry rifie : and, let me tell you^ 
'tis aa differen;^ from the persuasion of one of your venison speeches, 
as the laugh of Judith Hutter, in her beat humour, is from the 
Boelding of a Dutch housekeeper on the Mohawk. I don't expect 
you'll prove much of a warrior, Deerslayer, though your equal witib 
tie boaks and ti&e doM don't exist i|i all these parts, iks^tto 
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ia*ai sasvke, howeT», you'll turn out vtAhex rearwtod, aioeordiiig 
to my consait." 

" We'll see, Hurry, we'll see," returned the other, meekly; so far 
as human eye could discover, not at all disturbed by these expressed 
doubts conoeming his conduct on a point on which men are sensi- 
tire, precisely in the degree that they feel the consciousness of 
dement ; ** having never been tried, I'U wait to know, before I form 
any opinion mvself^ and then there'll be sartainty, instead of 
brag^g. I've heard of them that was valiant, afore the fight, who 
did little in it; and of them that waited toknow their own tempers, 
and found that they weren't as bad as some expected, when put to 
tbo proof." 

'* At any sate, we know you can use a paddle, young man," said 
Hutter, '* and tnat is all we shall ask of you, to-night. Let us waste 
no more time, but get into the canoe, and do^ in place of talking.'^ 

As Hutter led the way, in the execution of his project, the boat 
Tvas soon ready, with Hurry and Deerslayer at the paddles. Before 
the old man embarked himself, however, he held a oonference of 
several minutes with Judith, entering the house for that purpose ; 
then, returning, he took his place in the canoe, which left the side 
^f the €irk at the next instant. 

Had there been a temple reared to God, in that solitary wilder- 
ness, its clock wotdd have told the hour of midnight as the party 
set forth on their expedition- The darkness had increased, though 
the night was still clear, ana r&e light of the stars sufficed for all 
the purposes of the adventurers. Hutter alone knew the places 
where the two canoes were hid, and he directed the course, while 
\n» two athletic companions raised and dipped their paddles with 
proper caution, lest the sounds should be carried to the ears of their 
enemies, across that sheet of placid water^ in the stillness of deep 
night. But the bark was too light to require any extraordinary 
enorts, and skill supplying the place of strength, in about half an 
kour they w^e approaching the shore, at a point near a league from 
the c^tle. 

** liay on your paddles, men," said Hutter, in a low voice, ** and 
let us look about us for a moment. We must now be all eyes and, 
^ar^ for these vermin have noses like bloodhounds." 

The shores of the lake were examined closely, in order to discover 
fuiy glimmering of li^ht that might have been left in a camp ; and 
^e men strained thev* eyes, in the obscurity, to see if some thread 
of fisnoke was not still stealing along the mountain-side, as it arose 
from the dyin^ embers of a fire. Nothing unusual could be trdced ; 
and aa th^ position was at some distance from the outlet, or the spot 
where the ^^av^Aos liiid \h:lii uLCit, it was thought safe to land. The 
paddles were pjit'd fi|fain, and the bows of the. canoe ground upon 
the g^raveUj be#ch wit h a. gentle motion, and a sound barely audible. 
Hutter and Hiirry immediately Lmded, the former carrying his'own 
and his friend* ^ ritle, leaving Deerslnyer in charge of the canoe. 
The hollaw log lay a little distam-e up the side of the mountain, ud 
tht) old man led tlie way townrtU it, u^n(^ so much caution k& to 
fttop %% ev^sry third qt tourth step, to li^tea if any tread hetxftyed the 
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presence of a foe. The same death-like stUlness, however, reinied 
on the midnight scene, and the detdred place was reached without 
an occurrence to induce alarm. 

" This is it," whispered Hutter, laying a foot on the trunk of a 
fallen linden ; "hand me the paddles first, and draw the boat out 
with care, for the wretches may have left it for a bait, after all." 

" Keep my rifle handy, butt towards me, old fellow," answered 
March. ** If they attack me loaded, I shall want to unload the piece 
at 'em, at least. And feel if the pan is fulU" 

" All's right," muttered the other; ** move slow, when you get 
your load, and let me lead the way." 

The canoe was drawn out of the log with the utmost care, raised 
by Hurry to his shoulder, and the two began to return to the shore, 
movins: out a step at the time, lest they should tumble down ttte 
steep declivity. The distance was not great, but the descent was 
extremely difficult; and, towards the end of their little journey, 
Deerslayer was obliged to land and meet them, in order to aid in 
lifting me canoe through the bushes. With his assistance, t^e task 
was successfully accomplished, and the light craft soon floated by 
the side of the other canoe. This was no sooner done, than all three 
turned anxiously toward the forest and the mountain, expectina: an 
enemy to break out of the one, or to come rushing down the other. 
Btill the silence was unbroken, and they all embarked inth the 
caution that had been used in coming ashore. 

Hutter now steered broad off towards the centre of the lake. 
Having got % sufficient distance from the shore, he cast his priae 
loose, knowing that it wduld drift slowly up the lake, before the 
Kght southerly air, and intending to find it on his return. Thufl 
relieved of his tow, the old man held his way down the lake, steering 
towards the very noint where Hurry had made his fruitless attempt 
on the life of the deer. As the distance from this point to the outlet 
was less l^an a mUe, it was Hke entering an enemy's country ; and 
redoubled caution became necessary. They reached the extremity 
of the point, however, and landed in safety on the little gravelly 
beach already mentioned. Unlike the last place at which they had 
gone ashore, here was no acoHvity to ascend, the mountains looming 
up in the darkness quite a quarter of a mOe further west, leaving a 
margin of level ground between them and the strand. The point 
itself, though long, and covered with tall trees, was nearly flat, and, 
for some distance, only a few yards in width. Hutter and Hurry 
landed, as before, leaving their companion in charge of the boat. 

In this instance, the dead tree that contained the canoe of whksk 
they had come in quest, lay about half-way between the extremity 
of the narrow slip of land, and the place where it joined the maiii 
shore: and, knowing that there was water so near him on his 
left, the old man led the way alon? the eastern side of the belt, with 
some confidence, walking boldly, though still with caution. He had 
landed at the point expressly to get a glimpse into the bay, and to 
make certain that the coast was clear; otherwise he would have 
eome ashore directly alweast of the hdilow tree. There was no 
difficulty in finding the kttan from which the canoe was drawn, as 
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before, and, instead of carrying it down to tlie place where Beer- 
slayer lay, it was launched at the nearest favourable spot, Aa soon 
as It was in the water. Hurry entered it, and puddled round to the 
point, whitlier Hutter also proceeded, following the beach. As the 
three men had now in their possession all the boats on the lak»« 
their confidence was greatly increased, and iJxeie was no longer tho 
same feverish desire to quit the shore, or the same necessity for 
extreme caution. Their position on the extremity of the longr» 
narrow bit of land, added to the feeling of secmity, as it permitted 
an enemy to approach in only one direction, that in their front, and 
binder circumstancea that would render discovery, with their 
habitual vigilance, almost certain. The three now landed togetheft 
and stood grouped in consultation on the gravelly point. 

" We 've fairljr trce'd the scamj)s^" said Hurry, chuckling at 
their success ; " if they wish to visit the castle, let *em wade or 
swim ! Old Tom, that idee of your'n, in burrowing out in the lake. 
:wa$ high proof, and carries a ime head. There be men who would 
think the land safer than the water ; but, after all, reason shows it 
isn't ; the beaver, and rats, and other Tamed <ireatur's, taking to 
the last, when hard pressed. I call our position, now, entrenched* 
!Uid set the Canadas at defiance." 

** Let us paddle along this south sliore," said Hutter, ** and see if 
there's no sign of an encampment— but, first, let me have a better 
look into the bay, for no one has been far enough round the inner 
shore of the point, to make sure of that quarter, yet." 

As Hutter ceased speaking, all three moved in the* direction he 
had named. Scarce had they fairlj[ opened the bottom of the bay, 
ivhen a general start proved that their eyes had lighted on a commoa 
object at the same instant. It was no more than a dving brand* 
giving out its flickering and failing light ; but at that hour, and iu 
that place, it was at once as conspicuous as " a good deed in « 
Haughty world." There was not a shadow of doubt that this fire 
had been kindled at an encampment of the Indians. The situation, 
sheltered from observation on all sides but one, and even on tha<^ 
except for a very short distance, proved that more care had been 
taken to conceal the spot, than would be used for ordinary purposes, 
Stnd Hutter, who knew that a spring was near at hand, as well as 
one of the best fishing-stations on the lake, immediately iiiferred 
tiiat this encampment contained the women and children of the 



at's not a warrior's encampment,*' he growled to Hurry; 
? and. there's bounty enough sleeping round that fire to make a 
heavy division of head- money. Dena the lad to the oonocs, foi 
^re '11 come no good of him, in such an onset, and let us take the 
matter in hand at once, like men." 

"There's judgment in your notion, old Tom, and I like it to the 
back bone. Deerslayer, do you get into the canoe, lad, and paddle 
is into the lake, with tiie spore one, and set it adrift, as we did 
t^ith the other ; after which, you oon fioat idon^ shore, as near ae 
tOulc^ZLffet if> the head of the bay,'keepukg QUtside tiiie point, how- 
PY^r, ana outside the rushes, too. You can hear us when we want 
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you ; and, if there's any delay, I'll call like a loon— yes, that Tl do 
it — the call of a loon shall he the signal. If you hear rifles, and feel 
like soldering, why, you may close in, and see if you can make the 
same hand with the savages that you do with the deer/* 

" If my wishes could he followed, this matter would not he under- 
taken. Hurry " 

" Q,uite true — ^nohody denies it, hoy ; hut your wishes can't he 
followed ; and that inds the matter. So just canoe yourself off into 
the middle of the lake, and hy the time you get hack, there'll be 
movements in that camp !'* 

The young man set aoout complying with great reluctance and a 
heavy heart. He knew the prejudices of the frontier-men too well, 
however, to attempt a remonstrance. The latter, indeed, under the 
circumstances, might prove dangerous, as it would certainly prove 
useless. He paddled the canoe, therefore, silently, and witn the 
former caution, to a spot near the centre of the placid sheet of water, 
and set the boat just recovered adrift, to float towards the castle, 
before the light southerly air. This expedient had been adopted, 
in both cases, under the certainty that the drift could not cdrry the 
light borks more than a league or two, before the return of light, 
when they might easily be overtaken. In order to prevent any 
wandering savage from using them, by swimming off and getting 
possession, a possible but scarcely a probable event, all the paddles 
were retainetf. 

No sooner had he set the recovered canoe adrift, than Deerslayer 
turned the bows of his own towards the point on the shore that had 
been indicated by Hurry. So light was the movement of the little 
craft, and so steady the sweep of its master's arm, that ten minutes 
had not elapsed ere it was again approaching the land, having, in 
that brief time, passed over fully half a mile of distance. As soon 
as Deerslayer's eye caught a glimpse of the rushes, of which there 
were many growing in the water, a hundred feet from the shore, he 
aiTcsted the motion of the canoe, and anchored his boat by holding 
ftist to the delicate but tenacious stem of one of the drooping plants. 
Here he remained, awaiting with an intensity of suspense that can 
be easily imagined, the result of the hazardous enterprise. 

It would be difficult to convey to the minds of those who have 
never witnessed it, the sublimity that characterizes the silence of a 
Eolitude as deep as that which now reigned over the Glimmerglasa, 
In the present instance^ this sublimity was increased by the gloom 
of night, which threw its shadowy and fantastic forms around the 
lake, the forest, and the hills. It is not easy, indeed, to conceive 
of any place more favourable to heighten these natural impressions, 
than that Decrslayer now occupied. The size of the lake brought 
all within the reach of human senses, while it displayed so much of 
the imposing scene at a single view, giving up, as it might be, at a 

glance, a siimeiency to produce the deepest impressions. As has 
een said, this was the first lake Deerslayer had ever seen. 
Hitherto, his experience had been limits to the courses of rivers 
and smaller streams, and never before had he seen so much of thajt 
wilderness which he so well loTed« spread before his gaze. Aeons* 
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tomed to the forest, however, his mind was capable of portraying 
all its hidden mysteries, as he looked upon its leafy surface. Ihis 
was also the fir^ time he had been oi\ a trail where human lives 
depended on the issue. His ears had often drunk in the traditions 
#f freotiear warfare, but he had never yet been confronted with an 
enemy. 

The reader will readily understand, therefore, how intense must 
bave been the expectation of the youn? man, as he sat in his solitary 
oanoe, endeavouring to catch the smallest sound that mifrht denote 
the course of things on shore. His training had been perfect, so far 
as theory cotild go, and his self-possession, notwithstanding the 
high excitement, that was the fruit of novelty, would have done 
eredit to a veteran. The visible evidences of the existence of the 
, oamp, or of the tire, could not be detected from the spot where the 
oanoe lay, and he was compelled to depend on the sense of hearing 
alone. He did not feel impatient, for the lessons he had heard 
taught him the virtue of patience, and, most of all, inculcated the 
necessity of wariness, in conducting any covert assault on the 
Indians. Once he thought he heard the cracking of a dried twi^, 
but expectation was so intense it might mislead him. In this 
manner minute after minute passed, until the whole time since he 
left his companions was extended to quite an hour. Deerslayer. 
knew not whether to rejoice in or to mourn over this cautious de- 
lay, for, if it augured security to his associates, it foretold destruc- 
tion to the feeble and innocent. 

It might have been an hour and a half after his companions and 
he had parted, when Deerslayer was aroused by a sound that filled 
him equallv with concern and surprise. The quavering call of a 
loon arose mnn the opposite side oi the lake, evidently at no great 
distanoe from its outlet. There was no mistaking the note of this 
EHrd, which is so familiar to aU who know the sounds of the Ameri- 
can lakes. Shrill, tremulous, loud, and suificiently prolon^^ed, it 
Beems the very cry of warning. It is often raised, also, at night— 
an excMjrtion to the habits of most of the other feathered inmates of 
the wilderness ; a circumstance which had induced Hurry to select 
it as his own signal. There had been sufficient time, certainly, for 
the two adventurers to make their way by land, from the point 
where they had been left to that whence the call had come, but it 
was not probable that they would adopt such a course. Had the 
oamp been deserted, they would have summoned Deerslayer to the 
shore, and, did it prove to be peopled, there could be no sufficient 
motive for circling it, jn order to re-embark at so great a distance. 
Should he obey the signal, and be drawn away from the landing, 
the \\res of those who depended on him might be the forfeit— and, 
should he neglect the call, on the supposition that it had been really 
made, the consequences might be equally disastrous, though from a 
Afferent cause. In this indecision he waited, trusting that the 
call, whether feigned or natural, would be speedily renewed. Nor 
was he mistaken. A very few minutes elapsed hefore the same 
shrill, warning cry was repeated, and from the same part of the 
lake. This time, being on the alert, his senses were not deceived. 
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A.' !;liougli he liad ofteu heard admirable imitaticms of this bird, aai 
was DO mean adept, himself, in raising its notes, he felt satis&ed 
that Hurry, to whose efforts in that way he had attended, could 
never so completely and closely follow natore. He determinecL 
therefore, to disregard that ory, and to wait for one lew perfect, ana 
nearer at hand. 

Deerslayer had hardly come to this determination, when the 
profoimd stillness of night and solitude was broken by a cry s4 
startling, as to drive all recollection of the more melancholy call oz 
the loon, from the listener's mind. It waa a shriek of agony, th«| 
came either from one of the female sexi or from a boy so young m 
not yet to have attained a manly voice. This appeal couLi. not be 
mistaken. Heart-rending terror—if not writhing agony— waa ia 
the sounds, and the anguiah that had a.wakened them was assuddea 
as it was fearful. The young man released his hold of the rushi 
and dashed his jxaddle into the water; to do, he knew not what«-r 
to steer, he knew not whither. A verv few moments, however 
removed his indecision. The breaking of branches, the cracking oJ 
dried sticks, and the fall of feet, were all distinctly audible; the 
sounds appearing to approach the water, though in a direction that 
led diagonally towards the shore, and & little &ther north than the 
spot that Deerslayer had been ordered to .keep near. Following 
this clue, the young man urged the canoe ahead, paying but little 
attention to the manner in which he might be&ay its presence 
He had reached a part of the shore, where its immediate Dank was 
tolerably Jiigh and quite steep*. Men were evidently threshing 
through the bushes and trees on tJie summit of this baxik, foUowizi^ 
the line of the shore, as if those who fled sought a favourable place 
for descending. Just at this instant^ five or six rifles flashed, and 
the opposite hills gave back, as usual, the sharp reports in pro- 
longed, rolling echoes. One or two shrieks, like those which escape 
the bravest when suddenly overcome by unexpected anguish and 
alarm, followed; and then the threshing among the bushes was 



. ppainj:- 

greased ! I shan't grapple l-^-Take tM for 
your cunning V* 

The words were followed by the fall of some heavy object among 
the smaller trees that fringed the bank, appearing to Deerslayer as 
if his gigantic associate had hurled on enemy from him, in this iui« 
ceremonious manner. Again the flight and pursuit were renewed* 
and then the young man saw a human form^ break down the hill, 
and rush several yards into the water. At this critical moment the 
canoe was just near enough to the spot to allow this movement, 
which was accompanied^ by no little noise, to be seen ; and feeling 
that there he must take in ois companions, if anywhere, Deerslayer 
urged the canoe forward, to the rescue. His paddle had not been 
raised twice, when the voice of Hurry was heard filling the air with 
imprecations, and he rolled on the narrow beach, literally loaded 
down with enemies. While prostrate, and almost smothered wi& 
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ti ^s> tho athletio frontier-man gave His loon-call, in a manner 
rt? wonld have exoited lauglrter under circumstances less terrific, 
e figmre in the water seemed suddenly to repent his own flight 
1 riisbed to the shore to aid his companion, hut was met and 
^tamediately overpowered by half a dozen fresh pursuers, who, just 
4be% oame leaping down the hank. 

" Let up, you painted riptyles— let up !" cried Hurry, too hard 
oressed to be pamciilar about the terms he used ; ** isn't it enough 
feat I'm witned like a saw-log, that ye must choke, too }** 
I ©rfs speech satisfied Deerslayer that his friends were prisoners, 
inta that to land would be to share their fate. He was already 
Hitlixn a hundred feet of the shore, when a few timely strokes of 
the paddle not otily arrested his advance, but forced him off to six 
to eight times that distance from his enemies. Luckily for him, 
til ti tie Indians had dropped their rifles in the pursuit, or this 
i^kreat might not have been eflfected with impunity ; though no 
more had noted the canoe in the first confusion of the melee, 
. - ^ Keep off the land, lad," called out Hutter ; " the girls depend 
only ou you, now : you will want all your caution to escape these 
Ravages. Keep off, and Ood prosper you, as you aid my children !" 
• There was little sympathy, in general, between Hutter and the 
jroimg man, hut the bodily and mental anguish with which this 
ttpp^ail was made, served at the moment to conceal from the latter 
t£e former's faults. He saw only the father in his sufferings, and 
resolved at once to give a pledge of fidelity to his interests, and to 
'be faithful to his word. 

- ''Put your heart at ease. Master Hutter," he called out ; "the 
%kU( shall be looked to, as well as' the castle. The inimy has got 
Ihe shore, 'tis no use to deny, but he has n't got the water. Provi- 
dence has the char^ of all, and no one can say what will come of 
it; but, if good- will can sarve you and your'n, depend on that 
much. My exper'ence is small, but my will is ^ood. 
:...«« ^y_^y. J)eeralayer," returned Hurry, in his stentorian voice, 
^HfUeh was losing some of its heartiness, notwithstanding^" Ay. 
M", Deerslayer, you mean well enough, but what can you dot 
xou're no great matter in the best of times, and such a person is 
not' likely to turn out a miracle in the worst. If there 's one 
savage on this lake shor«, there 's forty, and that's an army you 
ar* nTt Ihe man to overcbme. The best way, in my judgment, will 
be-to make'a straight counto to the castle; get the gals into the 
canoe, with a few eatables : then strike off for the comer of the 
lake where we came in, ana take the best trail for the Mohawk. 
These devils won't know where to look for you for some hours, and 
if they did, and went off hot in the pursuit, they must turn either 
the foot or the head of the lake, to get at you. That 's my judg- 
ment in ihe matter j and if old Tom, here, wishes to make his last 
-will and testament in a manner favourable to his darters, he'll say 
'the same." 

** 'Twill never do, young man," rejoined Hutter. " The enemy 
'tes sooutB out at this moment, looking for canoes, and you '11 be 
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seen and taken. Trust to the castle, and, aboTd all thingrs, keep 
clear of the land. Hold out a week, and parties from the garrisons 
will drive the savages off." 

" 'Twon't be four-and-twenty hours, old fellow, afore these foxe« 
will be rafting off, to storm your castle," interrupted Hurry, with 
more of the heat of argument than might be expected from a man 
who was bound and a captive, and about whom nothing could be 
called free but his opinions and his tongue. ** Your advice bas a 
stout sound, but it will have a fatal tarmination. If you or I was 
in the house, we might hold out a few da^s, but remember that 
this lad has never seen an inimj afore to- night, and is what you 
yourself called settlement- consoienced ; though, for my part, I think 
the consciences in the settlements pretty much the same as they 
are out here in the woods. These savages are making signs. Deer- 
slayer, for me to encourage you to come ashore with the canoe ; but 
that I'U never do, as it's ag in reason and natur*. As for old Tom 
and myself, whether they U scalp us to-night, keep us for the tor- 
ture by fire, or carry us to Canada, is more than any one knows, 
but the devil that advises them how to act. I've such a big and 
bushy head, that its quite likely thej'U indivor to get two scalps 
off it, for the bounty is a tempting thmgj or old Tom and I wouldn't 
be in this scrape. Ay— there they go with their signs ag*in, but if 
I advise vou to land, may they eat me as well as roast me. No, 
no, Deerslayer— do you keep off where you are, and after day-light, 
on no account come within two hundred yards—" 

This injunction of Hurry's was stopp^ by a hand being rudely, 
slapped against his mouth, the certain sign that some (me in the 
party sufficiently understood English to have at length detected the 
drift of his discourse. Immediately after, the whole group entered 
the forest, Hutter and Hutry apparently making no xesistanoe to 
the movement. Just as the sounds of the cnokxag bushes wexe 
ceasing, however, the voice of the father was again heard. 

** As you're true to my children, God proe^r you, young man !" 
were the words that reached Deerslayer's eaars ; after which he 
found himself left to follow the dictates of his own discretion. 

Several minutes elapsed in death-like stillness, when the party 
on the shore had disappeared in the woods. Owing to the distance, 
rather mote than two hundred ^rards, and the obscurity. Deer- 
slayer had been able barely to distinguish the group, and to see it 
retiring ; but even this dim connexion with human forms, gave an 
animation to the scene that was strongly in contrast to the absolute 
solitude that remained. Although the young man leaned forward 
to listen, holding his breath and condensing everjr faculty in the 
single sense of hearing, not another sound reached his ears to denote 
the vicinity of human beings. It seemed as if a silence that had 
never been broken reigned on the spot again ; and, for an instant, 
even that piercing shriek which had so lately broken the stillness 
of the forest, or the execrations of March, would have been a relief 
to the feeling of desertion to which it gave rise. 

This paralysis of mind and body, however, could not last long in 
one constituted mentally and physically like Deersltiyer* Prop- 
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pingr his paddle into the water, he turned the head of the canoe, 
and proceeded slowly, as one walks who thinks intently, towards 
the centre of the lake. When he believed himself to have reached 
a point in a line with that where he had set the last canoe adrift, 
he changed his direction northward, keeping the light air as nearly 
on his back as possible. After paddling a quarter of a mile in this 
<}irection, a dark object became yisible on the lake, a little to the 
right ; and tuminsr on one side for the purpose, he had soon secured 
his lost prize to his own boat. Deersla^er now examined tho 
heavens, the course of the air, and the position of the two canoes. 
Finding nothing in either to induce a change of plan, he lay down 
and prepared to catch a few hours' sleep, that the morrow might 
find him equal to its exigencies. 

Although the hardy and the tired sleep profoundly, even in 
scenes of danger, it was some time before Deerslayer lost his recol- 
lection. His mind dwelt on what had passed, and his half-con- 
scious faculties kept iiguring the events of the night in a sort of 
waking dream* Suddenly he was up and alert, for he fancied ho 
heard the preconcerted signal of Hurry, summoning him to the 
shore. But all was still as the grave again. Tho canoes were 
slowly drifting northward, the thoughtful stars were glimmering 
in their mild glory over his head, and the forest-bound sheet of 
water lay embedded between its mountains, as calm and melancholy 
as if never troubled by the winds, or brightened by a noon-day 
sun. Once more the loon raised his tremulous cry, near the foot 
of the lake, and the mysterv of the alarm was explained. Deer- 
slayer adjusted his hard pillow, stretched his form in the bottom 
of the canoe, and slept, 

CHAPTEE VIL 

''OlMrfplMidLenianl Thy eontrasted lake # 

With tke wild world I dwelt in, is a thing 
Whioh warm me, with its itiUneas, to forsAk* 
Earth's troubled waters for a purer spring. 
This quiet 82^ is as a noiseless wing 
io wttft me from distraction ; once I loved 
Tom ooeau's toar. but thy soft murmuring 
Sounds sweet as ii a sister's yoioe reproTed, 
That I with stem delights should e'er have been so morod.*'-^B7AOy« 

Day had fairly dawned, before the young man, whom we have 
left in the situation described in the last chapter, again opened his 
eves. This was no sooner done, than he started up, and looked 
about him with the eagerness of one who suddenly felt the import- 
ance of accurately ascertaining his precise position. His rest had 
been deep and undisturbed ; and when he awoke, it was with a 
clearness of intellect, and a readiness of resources that were much 
needed at that particular moment. The sun had not risen, it is 
true, but the vaiilt of heaven was rich with the winning softness 
that 'brings and shuts the day,' while the whole air was Med with 
the carols of birds, the hymns of the feathered tribe. These sounds 
first told Deerslayer the risks he ran. The air, for wind it could 
tmm be called, wa# still light* it ia troe* but it had inoreased & 
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littlic in the oonrse of the nifirht, and as the canoed wefrc mere &af^ 
there on the water, they had drifted twice the expected distance j- 
andv what was still more dangerons, had approached so near th6 
base of the motntain that here rose precipitously from the eastern* 
shore, as to render the carols of the birds plainly audible. This wa» 
not the worst. The third canoe had taken the same direction, and 
was slowly drifting towards a point where it must inevitably touch, 
unless tmmed aside by a shift of wind, or human hands. In other 
respects^ nothing* presented itself to attract attention, or to awaken 
adarm. The castlo stood on its shoal, nearly abreast of the canoes, 
ior the drifts had amounted to miles in the course of the night, and^ 
liie ark lay fastened to its piles, as both had been left so many 
Lours before. ^ 

As a matter of course, De'eriSayei^B attention was first given to 
the canoe ahead. It was already quite' near the point; and a verjr 
fewstnikes <rf the paddle sufficed to tell him that tt must touch be-T 
fore he oould possibly <yveftake it. Just at this moment, too, the^ 
wind inopportunely freAcned, rendering the drift of the light eraft 
mudi more fupid and certain. Feeling th^ impossibility of pre-^ 
ventinff a contadfc with tho land, the young man wisely determined 
not to neat himself with unnecessary exertions ; but, first looking 
to the priming of his piece, he prooeedod slowly and warily towards 
tiie point, taking care to make a little circuit, that he might be 
exposed on only one eide, as he approached. 
■" The tanoe adrift^ being 4ii«ctcd by no sueh intelli|*enee, pursued 
its proper wayywnd grounded on a bmall sunken Tock, at the dis- 
tance of thcee or four yards l&bm the shoj*^. Just at thact moment, 
Deerskycr had got abreast of the point, and turned the bows of his 
own boat to the land; first casting loose his tow, that his move«^' 
ments might be nnencnmbered. The oanoe hun^ an instant on the 
xock ; then it rose a hair's^-breath on an almost imperceptible sWcll 
of the water, swxrag round, floated clear, and reached the strand. 
All this Ihe yousff man noted; but it neither quickened his pulses 
nor hustled his hand. If any one had been lying in wait kjt the 
arrival of the waif, he must be seen, and th^ utmost caution in 
approaching the shove became indispensable ; if no one was in 
am biDsh, hurry was unnecessary. The point being nearly diagon- 
ally opposite to the Indian encampment, he hoped the last, though 
tibe former w^as not only possible, but probable ; for the savasfca 
were prompt in adopting all the e2t>^dients of their particular 
modes of warfare, and ^uite likely haa many s(Jouts searching th^ 
shores for craft to eairy them off to the eaStle. As a glatice tS, th4 
lake from any heighir or projection, would expose the smallest 
object on its sarfaee^ there was little hope that either of the eanoesf 
^nld pass unseen ; and Indian sagacity needed no instruction to 
idl wnieh way a boat or a log would drift, when the direction ol 
ihe wind was known. As Deerslayer drew nearer and nearer to 
•he land, the stroke of his paddle grew slower, his e^e became mote 
Wntohful, and his ears and nostrils alino^ dilated with the effort to 
ieieot any lurking danger. 'Twas a trying moment for a noricel 
ni>r..vas l^iQiDeitheemM)Ui»8anettt whiohre^eBtke timi iometimes 



{^ wbea oon^eious of being obeerr ed and commended. He wm 
•n0seiyilone, thrown on his own re9ourees, and was cheered by no 
6ri^idly eye, emWdened by no enoouraginjf vcdce, Notwithstand- 
ing aQ tbese eiicumstances, the moat expenenoed veteran in forest 
warfare eould not hs^Te oondnoted better. Equally free from reek- 
les^ie^ and hesitation, his advanee waa marked by a sort of philo* 
sophibal pradenooi that appeared to render faim superior to all 
naoiiyes but those whiohwere best ealeulated to effect his purpose. 
Qaoh was -the commeBeement of a oareer in lorest exploits, 4hat 
aftanrards rendered tbjs. man, in. his way. and under the limits of 
bda habits .and opportunities, as renowned as many a hero whose 
i^me.has adorned the pages of works more eedebrated than legends 
£aple as ours can ever become. 

AVhen about a hundred yard» from the shore, Deerslayer rose in 

ue Qanoiep gave three ^r four vigoreuA strokea^th the paddle, suf** 

&ant of themselves to im^el the baxk to land, and then quieMy 

Uying aside the instrument of laboujf, he seized tiiat of war. Ho 

waainthe Terr «Lct<^ raising the in^, when a sharp report was foU 

I6\red by &.e. ouzzof a bjallet that passed eo near hid body, as to oanss 

IjiminYolontarily tast«rt< . Thene^ instant Beerslayer starred, 

aiid fellhis-'WhoJe length in the bottom of the canoe. A yell — ^it camo 

fiibm a.e^igle voioe-^foUowed* and an Indian leaped from the- 

bushes njpoii the open area ci the pioint, bounding towards the 

canoe. This was the mom^t the young man desired. He rose pa 

th^ infitfint» and leyelled his own riti^e ait ihis uaeoTBred foe ; but his 

Qp^er hesi.tated aboiit pnlUn^ the trigger /on one whomhe hcM afe 

s«,o!La,disi^^i^ai^tage4. This jittledelayrprobably, saved the life of 

(ha jj^di^Ai who bound^ back iixto* the cover as swiftly as he had 

brob:^ i^ut of it., , In the meantime, Deertlayer had been swiftly 

a^roaolus« the land, and his otm caaoe reaohed the point just as 

his enemy oasappearea* As its movements had no^been directed, it 

touched the shore a few yards fudia the other boat ; and though the 

rifle of his foe had to be loaded,' tbeiie was not time to seeure his 

pxize^and to.caxry it beyond danger^ baft)re he would be exposed 

to another, shoto Under the eiroumstaaoes, therefore, he did not 

pause an insl^atrbut.ds^ed into tlw woods and sou^t a oover* 

On the inunediate point theore wae a-smdii.open area, partly in 
palive gn^> and partly beaoh» buit a denee fringe of* btdoes hned 
^ts upper. side. This narrow- Wt of dwarf vegetation ijassed, ono 
usued iffMuediately into the high and gloomy vaults ox the forest. 
The lan4/^8s tolerably level for.^ a leW hundred feet, and then it 
ioee preoipitoiisly in a mountain^side* ' The trees were tall, large, 
' |Qd sAifree fronx under^bri^sh^.tiiat theysesetabled vast columns, 
\«:^«uar}y scattered, upholdilig! ft d<»ne oi^ Itoyes. Although' they 
stood jtoljerably do^ together^ lor their ages and size, the eye could 
penetrate to oo«Q9idecable di^tmoee] end bodies of' men, even, 
might hav^ engaged beneath their' cover/ with ooneert and Intel 

figWCOri.. • • 

^jQeeffsJtayer knew that hia adversary sirast' be employed into* 
Ipa^uigx unless he had fled^ • The Isrmer proved to; be the ease, for 
(jhe,ff^||Uf(§|^9^ irtaoftd^hlittBelf bfihiDdA^.tEeei than hi> 
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caught a glimpse of the arm of the Indian, his hody being eon- 
cealed by an oak, in the very act of forcing the leathered bulled 
home. Nothing would haye been easier than to spring forward, 
and decide the affair by a close assault on his unprepared foe ; but 
every feeling of Deeralayer revolted at such a step, although his 
own life had iust been attempted from a cover. He was yet un- 
practised in tne ruthless expedients of savage warfare, of which he 
Imew nothing except by tradition and theory, and it struck him as 
an unfair advantage to assail an unarmed foe. His colour had 
heightened, his eye frowned, his lips were compressed, and all his 
energies were collected and ready ; but, instead of advancing to 
iire, he dropped his ride to the usual position of a sportsman in 
readiness to catch his aim, and muttered to liimself, unconscious 
that he waa sneaking — 
^ ** No, no — ^tnat may be red-skin warfare, but it's not a Christian's 
gifts. Let the miscreant charge, and then we'U take it out like 
men; for the canoe he mmt not, and shall not have. No, no; let 
him have time to load, and God will take care of the right I" 

All this time the Inditm had been so intent on his own move- 
ments, that he was even ignorant that his enemy was in the wood. 
His only apprehension was, that the canoe would be recovered and 
carried away, before he might be in readiness to prevent it. He 
had sought the cover from habit, but was within a few feet of the 
fringe of bushes, and could be at the margin of the forest, in readi- 
ness to fire, in a moment. The distance between him and his 
enemy was about fifty yards, and the Ixees were so arranged by 
nature that the line of sight was not interrupted, except by the 
particular trees behind wmch each party stood. 

His rifie was no sooner loaded, than the savage glanced around 
him, and advanced incautiously as regarded the real, but stealthily 
as respected the fancied position of his enemy, until he was fairly 
exposed. Then Deerslayer stepped from behind his own cover, and 
hailed him. 

**Tliis-a- way, red-skin: this-a^way, if you're looking forme,' 
he called out. 'Tm young in war, but not so young as to stand 
on an open beach to be shot down like an owl, by day-light. It 
rests on yourself whether it's peace or war atween us ; for my gifts 
are white gifts, and I'm not one of them that thinks it valiant to 
slay human mortals singly in the woods." 

The savage was a good deal startled by this sudden diseovery of 
the danger he ran. He had a little kno^dge of English, however, 
and caught the drift of the other's meaning. He was also too well 
schooled to betray alarm, but, dropping the butt of his rifie to the 
earth, with an air of confidence, he made a gesture of lofty courtesy. 
AH this was done with the ease and self-possession of one accus- 
tomed to consider no man his superior. In the midst of this con- 
summate acting, however, the volcano that raged within caused 
his eyes to glare, and his nostrils to dilate, like those of some wild 
beast that is suddenly prevented from taking the fatal lea'p. 

*'Iwo canoe/' he saad* m the deep guttural tones of his raod^ 



holding up tlie number of fingers he mentiolied, by iray of prevent- 
ing mistates ; " one for you— one for me." 

^*No, no, Mingo, that will never do. You own neither; and 
neither shall you have, as long as I can prevent it. I know it*s 
war atween your people and mine, but that's no reason why human 
mortals should slay each other, like savage oreatur's that meet in 
the woods ; go your way, then, and leave me to go mine. The 
world is large enou&:h for us both ; and when we meet fairly in 
battle, why, the Lora will order the fate of eaoh of us." 

"Good! exclaimed the Indian; *'my brother missionary — 
great talk; all about Manitou." 

'* ITot so, not so, warrior. I'm not good enough for the Moravians, 
and am too good for most of the other vagabonds that preach about 
in the woods. No, no, I'm only a hunter, as yet, though afore the 
peace is made, 'tis like enough there'U be occasion to strike a 
blow at some of your people. Still, I wish it to be done in fair 
iight, and not in a quarrel about the ownership of a miserable 
canoe." 

** Good! My brother verv young:, but he very wise. Littie 
warrior— great talker. Chie^ sometimes, in council." 

'* I don t know this, nor do I say it, Indian," returned Deer- 
slayer, colouring a little at the ill-concealed sarcasm of the other's 
manner : ** I look forward to a life in the woods, and I only hope 
it may be a peaceable one. All young men must go on the war- 

fath, when there's occasion, but war isn't needfully massacre. 
've seen enough of the last, this very night, to know that Provi- 
dence frowns on it ; and I now invite you to go your own way, 
while I eo mine ; and hone that we may part fri'nds." 

'* Gooa ! My brother nas two soalp— grey hair imder t'other. 
Old wisdom— young tongue." 

Here the savage advanced with confidence, his hand extended« 
his fkoe smiluig, and his whole bearing denoting amity and respect. 
Deerslayer met his offered Mendship in a proper spirit, and they 
shook hsoids cordially, each endeavouring to assure the other of 
his sincerity and desire to be at peaee. 

'' All have his own," said the Indian ; ''my canoe, mine ; youf 
canoe, your'n. Go look ; if your'n, you keep ; if mine, I keep." 

'* That's just, red-skin ; tnoogh you must be wron^ in thinking 
the canoe your property. Howsever, seein' is believinS and we'U 
go down to l^e shore, where you may look with your own eyes ; 
for it's likely you'll object to trustin' Altogether to mine." 

tTho Indian uttered his favourite exclamation of *' good !" and 
then they walked* side by side, towards the shore. There was no 
apparent distrust in tiie manner of either, the Indian moving in 
advance, as if he wished to show his companion that he did not 
fear turning his back to him. As l^ey reached the open ground, 
the former p«nted towards Deerslayer s boat, and said, emphati- 
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^o minie-^pak face canoe. Thi9 red-man's. Ho want other 
ami's canoe — ^want his own." 
'' XQVk^ie wrong, red-skin ; you're altogether wrong. This oanoo 
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wfts left in old Hutter's keeping, and is his'n, according to all law, 
red or white, till its owner comes to claim it. Here's tno seats aoi 
the stitching of the hark to speak for themselves. No man OYer 
know'd an. Indian to turn off such work." 

" Good ! My hrother little old — hig wisdom. Indian no iiiai» 
1dm. White man's work." 

•* I'm glad you think so, for holding out to the contrary migKt 
;baye made ill hlood atween us ; everyone having a right to tsube 

Sossession of his own. I'll jnst shove the canoe out of reaoh. of 
iroute, at once, as the quickest way of /fettling difficulties." 
While Deerslayer was speaking, he put a foot against the end 
'i)f the light hoat, and, giving a vigorous shove, he sent it out into 
, the lake a hundred feet or more, where, taking the true current, 
;it would necessarily float past the point, and be in no :&irther daa- 
'^er of coming a^re. The savage started at this ready and decided 
expedient, and his oompanion saw that he cast a hurried and fierce 
glance at his own ca^oe. or that whi(^ oon^ained the paddles. 
The change of manner, however, was but momentary, and then 
.jih» Iroquois resmn^ his air of Mendliness^ and a am^e of satis- 
faction. . . • . 
1 ''Good!'' he repeated, with stronger empihasis than ever* 
V Young head, old mind. Sjiow how to settle quarrel. Farewel), 
^brother. He go to house in water^-muskrat house— Indian go to 
•oamp ; tell chiefis no jQnd canoe." 

.^ Beerslayer was not sorry to hear this proposal, for he felt anxious 
.to join, the females, and lie took the c^ered hand, of the Indian 
.yery willingly. The parting words were friendly ; a^id, while th^ 
, Ted-man walked calmly towards tl;e wood, with the rifle in the 
hollow of his arm, witnout once looking back in uneasiness or dii- 
trast, the white man moved towards the remaining canoe, carrying 
^liis piece in the same pacific manner, it is true, but keeping his 
•f yes fastened <m the movements of the other. Tnis distrust, how- 
ever, seemed to be altogether uncalled for, an4» as if ashamed to 
.bave entertained it, the young man averted his look, and stepped 
carelessly up to his boat. Here he began to push the canoe from 
iib^ shore, and to nuUcie his other preparations, for departing* fie 
^ight have been thus employed a minute, when, happemng to turn 
Jus face towards the land, his quick and certain eye told him, at a 
'jrlance, the imminent jeopardy in which his life was placed. The 
black, ferocious eyes of the savage were glancing on hun, like those 
of the crouclbiB^ ti^er, through a small caning in the bushes, and 
, the muzzsle qf his xifle seemea already to De opening in a line with 
liis owi| body. 

(. Then, indeed, the long practioe -of Deerslayer, as a hunter^ did 
him good service. Accustomed to fire with the deer on the bound, 
^and often when, the peeoise. position of the animal's bodf had in a 
manner to be guessed at* hie used the same expedi^o^ts nere. To 
,€pck and i)oise his rifle were the acts of a single, moment, 4ud a 
.single motion; then» aiming abnost without signting, he fired into 
^he bushes where he knew a body ought to be^ in order to sustau 
ibe appalling coiuitenanoe» which alone was visible* Thero was 
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not time to raise the piece any higher, or to talce a morfe deliberate 
aim. So rapid were his movements, that hoth parties discharged 
their pieces at the same instant, the concussions mingling in one 
rexwrt. The mountains, indeed, gave back but a single echo. 
Deerslaver dropped his piece, and stood, with head erect, steady as 
one of the pines in the calm of a Jnne morning, watching the 
result ; while the savage gave the yell that has become historical 
for its appalling influence, leaped through the bushes, and came 
bounding across the open ground, flourishing a tomahawk. Still 
Deeffftayer moved not, but stood with his unloaded rifle fallen 
agaiiKBt Ms shoulders, while, with a himter's habits, his handff wero 
^medhanieaHy feeKng for the powder-horn and charger. When 
about fcrty feet from his enemy, the ^avase hurled his keeh 
weapon 1 out it was with an eye so vacant, and a hand so unsteady 
and feeMe, that Hhe youu]^ man caught it hy the handle, as it was 
flring bast him. At that instant the Indian staggered and fell his 
wnble length on the ground. 

-^'Iknow^d it— I know'd itr* exclaimed- Deersliyer, who was 
already preparing to force a fresh bullet into his riflje ; " I know'H 
'It must'eome to this, ^ a£f soon as I had got the rane^e from the crea- 
tures 'eyes. A man sights suddenly, and flres quick, when his own 
'-Ufera' monger; yes, I know'd it would come to this. I was 
about the hundredth part of a second too quick for him, or it might 
•liaVfe^lJeen1>adforme1 The riptyle's bullet has Just graced my 
Mde^but, say wh^tyou will, for or agin 'em, a red-skin is by no 
means as sarfcain with powder and hall as a white man. Their 
gifta don't seein to lie tfiat-a-way. Etren Chingachgook, great ^s 
he is in other matters, isn't downright deadly with the rifle." 

Bf this time the piece was reloaded, and Deerslayer, after 
tossing the tomahavk into i^e canoe, advaneed to his victim, and 
stood over him, leaning on his rifle, in melancholy attention. It 
was the flrst instance in which he had seen a man fall in battle-4t 
was tile flrstlellow-ereatureagaiiist whom he had ever seriouslv 
raised his own hand. The sensations wqre novel ; and regret, witn 
^e freshness of oi«^ better feelings, mingled with his triumph. The 
Indian was noli dead, tiio^jh shot directly through the body. He 
lay on his baek motionless, tml his eyes, now fall of consciousness, 
watched eaeh a^on of his victor— ai *Se fallen bird regards the 
' fowler— jealous of every movement. The man probably expected 
the fatal blow, whidi was to precede the loss of his scalp; or, 
perhaps he anticipated that this latter act of eruelty Would ptecedb 
,ms death. Deerslayer rea4 his thoughts ; and he found a melan- 
-ekoly satisfaction m relieving the apprehensions of the helple^ 
savage. ' ■ '' 

"No^no, red«skin,'^he8aid: "you've nothing more to fear frbth 
me. I am of a Christian stock, and scalping is not of my gift*. 
'I'll Just make sartain of your rifle, and then come back and do 
'you what sarvice I can.* Though here I oan't stay much longer, as 
the craek of three rifles will be apt to bring some of your devils 
''♦down upon me." .; 

The (uose of this was said in a sort of a soliloquyi as the youn<^ 
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man went in quest of the fallen rifle. The piece was found wheiw 
its owner had dropped it, and was immediately put into the oajioei 
Laying his own nfle at its side, Beerslayer then returned cuad stood 
over the Indian again. 

** All inmity at ween you and me's at an ind, red-skin,** he said 7 
•• and you may set your heart at rest, on the score of the scalp, oat 
any further injury. My gifts are white, as I've told you ; and 1 
hope my conduct will he white also !*' 

Could looks have conveyed all they meant, it is probable Deer* 
slayer's innocent vanity, on the subject of colour, would have been 
rebuked a little ; but he comprehended the gratitude that waa 
expressed in the eyes of the dying savage, without in tho 
least detecting the bitter sarcasm that struggled with the better 
feeling. 

"Water!" ejaculated the thirsty and unfortunate ereaturei 
"give poor Indian water." 

•*>Ay, water you shall have, if you drink the lake dry. I'll jusb 
carry you down to it, that you may take your filL This is the 
way, tney tell me, with all wounded people— water is their greatest 
comfort and delight." 

So saying, Dcerslayer raised the Indian in his arms, and carried 
him to the lake. Here he first helped him to take an attitude itt 
which he could appease his burning thirst ; after which he seated 
himself on a stone, and took the head of his wounded adversary in 
his own lap, and endeavoured to soothe his angaisj^ in the htsk 
manner he could. 

" It would be sinful in me to tell you your time hadn't come, 
warrior," he commenced, "and therefore I'll not say it. You've 
passed the middle age, already, and, considerin' the sort of lives ye 
lead, your days have been pretty well filled. The principal thing, 
now, 13 to look forward to what comes next. Neither red-skin nor 
pale-face, on the whole, calculates much on sleepin* for ever ; but 
Doth expect to live in another world. Each has nis gifte, and will 
be judged by 'em, and, I suppose, you've thought these mattenr 
over enough, not to stand in need of sarmons, when the trial oomes. 
You'll find your happy hunting-grounds, if you've been a just 
Indian ; if an unjust, you'll meet your desartiB in another way* 
Tve my own ideas about these things; but you're too old and ex* 
I^er'enccd to need any explanations from one as young as I," 

" Good V ejaculated the Indian, whose voice retained its deptii 
even efe life ebbed away ; " young head— old wisdom I" 

** It's sometimes a consolation, when the ind comes, to know that 
them we've harmed, or tried to harm, forgive us. I suppose note' 
seeks this relief, by way of getting a pardon on 'arth ; as we never 
6an know whether He pardons, who is all in all, till jud^ent 
itself comes. It's soothing to know that anf/ pardon, at such tunes r 
and that, I conclude, is the secret. Now, as for myself, I overlook, 
altogether your designs ag'in my life ; first, because no harm eaftte. 
of 'em ; next, because it's your gifts, and natur', and trainin', sad 
I ought not to have trusted you at aU ; and, finally and cfaisfiy* 
teeaose I oanbear no iU-mil to adyingman, whether heathen or 



Christian. So put your heart at ease, so far as Tm consarned ; 
ybu know best what other matters ought to trouble you, or what 
ongrht to give you satisfaction, in so trying a moment." 

It is probable that the Indian had some of the fearful glimpses 
of the unknown state of being which God, in mercy, seems, at 
times, to afford to all the human race ; but they were necessarily 
in conformity with his habits and prejudices. like most of his 
people, and like too many of our own, he thought more of dying 
m a way to gain applause among those he left, than to secure a 
better state of existence hereafter. While Deerslayer was speak- 
ing, his mind was a little bewildered, though he felt that the 
intention was good ; and when he had done, a regret passed 
over his spirit that none of his own tribe were present to wit- 
ness his stoicism, under extreme bodily suffering, and the firm- 
ness with which he met his end. "With the high, innate eour- 
Xesy that so often distinguishes the Indian warrior, before he 
becomes corrupted by too much intercourse with the worst class 
of the white men, he endeavoured to express his thankfulness 
for the other's good intentions, and to let him understand that 
they were appreciated. 

"Good !" ne repeated, for this was an English word much used 
by the savages — ** good— young head ; young heart, too. Old heart 
tough ; no sued tear. Hear Indian when he die, and no want to 
lie— what he call him ?" 

" Deerslayer is the name I bear no^, though the Delawaxes have 
said that when I get back from this war-patn, I shall have a mora 
manly title, provided I can 'am one," ' 

** That good name for boy— poor name for warrior. He get bet- 
ter quick. No fear there'* — ^the savage had strength sufficient^ 
under the strong excitement he felt, to raise a hand and tap the 
young man on his breast— "eye sartain— finger lightning— aim> 
death— -great warrior, soon. No Deerslayer — ^Hawkeye — ^Hawkey^ 
— ^Hawkeye. Shake hand." 

Deersiayer— or Hawkeye, as the youth was then first named, foi 
in after years he bore the appellation throughout all that region— 
Deerslayer took the hand of the savage, whose last breatn wbb 
drawn in that attitude, gazing in admiration at the countenance of 
a stranger, who had shown so much readiness, skill, and firmnessi 
in a soene that was e(^ually trying and novel. When the read^ 
reiiiembers it is the highest gratihcation an Indian can receive to 
me hiB enemy betray weakness, he will be better able to appreciate 
the conduct which had extorted so great a concession, at such a 
moment. 

"His spirit has fted !" said Deerslayer, in a suppressed, melan- 
dioly -voice. " Ah's me ! — ^Well, to this we must all come, sooneu 
or later ; and he iis happiest, let his skin be of what colour it mayf 
who it best fitted to meet it. Here lies the body ot no doubt, . 
brave warrior, and the soul is already flying towards its heav en- 
or h«ll, whether that be a happy hunting-ground, a i)lace scant ol 
game ; regions of glory, according to Moravian doctrine, or flames 
of flf« I J5o it happens, too, as regards other matters I Here hay^ 
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old Hntter and Hurry Jlarry got themselves into difficulty, il ihcj 
Iiavn't got themselves into torment and death, and all for a hounty 
that luck offers to me in Tvhat many would think a lawful and 
suitable manner. But not a farthing of such money shall cross my 
hand. White I was born, and white will I die ; clinging to colour 
<o the last, even though the King's Majesty, his governors, and all 
his councils, both at home and in the oolonies, forget from what 
^ey come, and where they hope to go, and all for a little advan- 
tage in warfare. ISo, no — warrior, hand of mine shall never molest 
your scalp, and so your soul may rest in peace on the p'int of 
making a decent appearance, when the body comes to join it, ia 
3rour own land of spirits." 

! Deerslayer arose as soon as he had spoken. ^ Then he placed the 
body of tne dead man in a sitting posture, with its back ajp;ain8t 
the little rock, taking the necessaiy care to prevent it from falling 
or in any way settling into an attitude that might be thought un^ 
seemly oy the sensitive though wild notions of a savage. . When, 
this duty was performed, the young man stood gazing at the g^ixa 
countenance of his fallen foe m a sort of melancholy abstraction. 
As was his practice, however, a habit gained by living so much 
alone in the forest, he then began again, to give utterance to his 
thoughts and feelings aloud. 

"ididn'twish your life, red-skin/' he said, "but you left me 
no choice atween killing or being killed. Each party acted ac- 
cording to his gifts, I suppose, and blame can light on neither. 
Ton were treacherous, according to your natur' in war, and I wa« 
a little oYcr-sightful, as I*m apt to be in trusting Gathers. . WeU, 
niis is my first battle with a human mortal, thou^ it's not Ekelv 
t& be the last. I have fou't most of the creatur's of the forest, suet 
as bears, wolves, painters and catamounts, but this is the beginnisg- 
with the red-skins. If I was Indian born, now, I might tell ot 
this, or carry in the scalp, and boast of the exprite afore the whole 
firibe ; or, if my inimy had only been even a bear, 'twould have 
been nat'ral and proper to let everybody know what had happened ^ 
but I don't well see how I'm to let even Chingachgook iato this 
secret, so long as it can be done only by boasting with a white 
tongTie. And why sliould I wish to Tboast of it, after all? It's 
slaying a human, although he was a savage ; and how do I know^ 
that he was a just Indian ; and that he has not been taken away 
suddenly, to any thing but happy hunting-grounds. When it'* 
onsartain whether good or evil has Tbeen done, the wisest way is nofe 
to be boastful— still. I should like Chingachgook to know that t. 
haven't discredited the Delawares, or my training !" 

Part of this w&a uttered aloud, while part was naerely muttered 
between the speaker's teeth ; his more confident opiniqna enjoying 
the first advantage, while his doubts were expressed in the latter 
ihode. Soliloquy and reflection received a startling interruption^ 
however, by the sudden appearance of a second Indian on the lakM. 
fijiore, a few hundred yards from the point. This man» evidently 
another scout, who had probably been drawn to the place by thA; 
^orts of the rifies, broke out ox the forest with so little cautumy 



tkat Deeralayer caught a yiew of his person before he was himeelf 
fecoYcriHl. When the latter event did occnr, as was the ca&e a 
moment later, the savage gave a loud ^ell, which was answered by 
a dozen voices from different parts of the mountain- side. There 
was no longer aoj time for delay, and in another minute the boat 
was quitting the shore under long and steady sweeps of the 
paddle. 

As soon as Deerslayer believed himself to be at a safe distance ha 
ceased his efforts, permitting the little bark to drift, while he 
leisurely took a survey of the state of things. The canoe fii-st sent 
adrift was floating before the air, quite a quarter of a mile above 
him, and a little nearer to the shore than he wished, now that he 
knew more of the savages were near at hand. The canoe shoved 
from the point was within a few yards of him, he having directed 
his own course towards it on quitting the land. The dead Indiaa 
lay in jrrim quiet where he had left him, the warrior who had showa 
himself from the forest had already vanished, and the woods them- 
selves were as silent, and seemingly as desei-ted, as the day they 
dome fresh from the hands of their great Creator. This profound 
stillness, however, lasted but a moment. When time had beea 
g^ven to the scouts of the enemy to reconnoitre, they burst out of 
tli« thicket upon the naked point, filling the air with yells of fury, 
at discovering the death of their companion. These cries were 
immediately succeeded by shouts of delight, when they reached the 
body, and clustered eagerly around it. Deerslayer was a sufficient 
adept in the usages of the natives to understand the reason of the 
dmnye. The yell was the customary lamentation at the loss of a 
warrior, fhe shout a sign of rejoicing that the conqueror had not 
been able to secure the scalp ; the trophy, without which a victory 
Was never considered complete. The distance at which the canoes 
lay probably prevented any attempts to ioj^ure the conoueror, the 
American Indian, like the panther of his own woods, seldom 
making any effort against the foe, unless tolerably certain it is 
under circumstances Qiat may be expected to prove effective. 

As the young man had no longer any motive to remain near the 
point, he prepared to collect his canoes, in order to tow them off to 
the cattle. That nearest was soon in tow, when he proceeded ia 
duest of the other, which was all this time floating up the lake. 
The eye of peerslay;er was no sooner fastened on this last boat thaa 
it struck him that it was nearer to the shore than it would have 
been had it merely followed the course of the gentle current of air. 
fie began to suspect the influence of some unseen current in the 
Water, atid he quickened his exertions, in order to regain possessioa 
of it before it could drift in to a dangerous proximity to the woods. 
On ^retting nearer, he thought that the canoe had a perceptible 
motion through the water, and, a^ it lay broadside to the air, that 
lihis motion was taking it towards the land. A few vigoroua 
strokes of the paddle carried him still nearer, when the mystery 
was explained. Something was evidently in motion on the off-side 
of the canoe, or that which was furthest from himself, and closer 
fcnitiny showed tliat it was a naked human onn. An LuUan waa 
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lying m the bottom of the canoe, and waa propeUing it riowly, Ink 
certainly, to the shore, using his hand as a paddle. Deerslayer 
understood the whole artifice at a glance. A savage had swam off 
to the boat while he was occupied with his enemy on the point, 
got possession, and was using these means to urge it to the 
shore. 

Satisfied that the man in the canoe could have no arms. Beer- 
slayer did not hesitate to dash close alongside of the retiring boat, 
without deeming it necessary to raise his own rifie. As soon as 
the wash of the water, which he made in approaching, beeame 
audible to the prostrate savage, the latter siH'ang to his feet, and 
uttered an eiolamation that proved how coinpletely he was takeii 
by surprise. 

** If you've enj'yed yourself enough in that canoe, red-skin/* 
Deerslayer coolly observed, stopping his own career in sufficient 
time to prevent an absolute collision between the two boats^" if 
you've enj'yed yourself enough in that canoe, you'll do a prudent 
act bv taking to the lake ag'in. I'm reasonable in these matters, 
and aon't crave your blood, though there's them about that woukL 
look upon you more as a due>bill for the bounty than a human 
mortal. Take to the lake this minute, afore we get to hot words." 
. The savage was one of those who did not understand a word of 
English, and he was indebted to the gestures of Deerslayer, and to 
the expression of an eye that did not often deceive, for an impeirfeet 
comprehension of his meaning. Perhaps, too, the sight of the rifle 
that lay so near the hand of the white man quickened his decision. 
At all events, he crouched like a tiger about to take his leap, 
uttered a yeU, and the next instant his naked body had disappeared 
in the water. When he rose to take breath, it was at the distanoe 
of several yards from the canoe, and the hasty glance he threw 
loehind him, denoted how much he feared the arrival of a fatal 
messenger from the rifie of his foe. But the voung man made no 
indication of any hostile intention. Deliberately securing the canoe 
to the others, he began to paddle from the shore ; and by the time 
the Indian reached the land, and had shaken himself, like a spaniel 
en quitting the water, his dreaded enemy was already beyond rifle- 
shot, on his way to the castle. As was so much his practice. Deer- 
slayer did not fail to soliloquize on what had just occurred while 
steadily pursuing his course towards the point of destination. 

"Well, well" — ^he commenced — "'twould have been wrong to 
kill a human mortal without an object. Scalps are of no account 
with me, and life is sweet, and ought not to be taken mercilessly 
by them that have white gifts. The savage was a Minoo, it's 
true ; and I make no doubt he is, and will be, as long as he lives, a 
ra'al riptyle and vagabond ; but that's no reason I should for^t 
my g;iffes and colour. No, no— let him go ; if ever we meet ag'in, 
rifle in hand, why then 't will be seen which has the stoutest heart 
and the quickest eye. — Hawkeye ! That's not a bad name for a 
warrior, sounding much more manful and valiant than Deerslayei^! 
T wouldn't be a bad title to begin with, and it has been fairly 
'axaed** Jf 'twas Chingaehgook, now, he might go hoBM aaa 



%olMt of Ids decAsj and the chiefs wonld name him HaWleeT^ in a 
minute ; hut it don't become white blood to bragr, and 't isrt't easy 
to see how tlie matter can be known, unless I do. Well, well — 
everrthinj? is in the hands of Providence ; this affair as well as 
another ; 111 trust to that for getting my desarts in all things.** 

Having thus betrayed what might be termed his weak spot, the 
young man continued to paddle in silence, making his way dili- 
gently, and as fast as his tows would allow him, towards the 
castle. By this time the sun had not only risen, but it had appeared 
^orer the eastern mountains, and was shedding a flood of glorious 
light on this, as yet, unohristened sheet of water. The whole 
sc^ne was radiant with beauty ; and no one unaooustomed to the 
ordinary history of the woods, would fancy it had so lately 
witnessed incidents so ruthless and barbarous. As he approached 
the building of old Hutter, Deerslayer thought, or rather J%ft, that 
*iU appearance was in singular harmony with all the rest of the 
ficeiie. Although nothing had been consulted but strength and 
secttrity, the rude massive logs, covered with their rough bark, the 
projecting roof, and the form, would contribute to render the 
btmdinff picturesque in almost any situation,^ while its actsal posi- 
tlian added novelty and piquancy to its other points of interest. 

When Deerslayer drew nearer to the casUe, however, objects of 
interest presented themselves, that at once eeHpsed any beaxities 
that mi^ht hare di^inguished the scenery of the lake, and the site 
of the singular edifioe. Judith and Better stood on tbe platform, 
before the deor, Hurry's door-yard, awaiting his a|)proaeh with 

"ieat anxiety ; the former, from time to time, taking a survey 

3 pers<m and of the canoes, through the old ship's sp^^ glass 

has been already mentioned, l^ever probably aid this girl 

■I mdre brilliantly beautiful than at that moment : the flush of 

Jetv and alarm increasing her colour to its richest tints^ while 
the soitness of her eyes, a charm that even poor Hetty shared with 
her, was deepened by intense eoficem. Sueh, at least, without 
pausing, or pretending to analyze motives, or to draw any other 
very nice distinctions oetween cause and e^ct, were the opioioiis 
of the young man as his canoes reached the side of the ark, 
vhere he earerolly fastened all three b^ore he put his foot on 1^ 
platform* 

CHAPTER Vllt. 

'* Hit wov^ are bonds, his oaths tae omoloi} 
His love smoere, his thot^hts immaoulftte; 
His tears pure messengers sent from his heart; 
His heart as far &om frauds as heaven from earth."— Shiespsabb. 

Neither of the girls spoke, as Deerslayer stood before them alone, 
his eountenance betraymg all the apprehension he felt on aecouiit 
ef the two absent members of their party. 

"Father r* Judith at length exclaimed, succeeding in utterii^ 
the word* as it mieht be, by a desperate effort. 

** He's met witn misfortune, and there's no use in concealinflr 
U^" aoswered Deerslayer, in his direct and simple-ii^ded mai^Mib 
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*^ He and Hnrry are, in Mingo hands, and Heaven oxdy ho/^vn 
wbat'a to be the tarmination. I*Te got the canoes safe, aad that'a> 
a consolation, since the vagabonds wul have to swim for it, or ra£ 
Q& to oqme near this place. At sunset we'll be reinforced by 
Chingaehgook, if I can manage to get him into a canoe ; and thciL 
I thmk, we two can answer for the ark and the castle» 'till some of 

gie officers in the garrisons hear of this war-path, which sooner or. 
ter muat be the case, when we may look for succour from that 
quarter, if l7<»n no other." 

" The officers J" exclaimed Judith, impatiently, her colour deopn 
emng> and her eye expressing a lively but passing emotion. " Whcr 
thinks or speaks of the heajrtless gallants, now } — We are suffipleni 
ii ourselves to defend the oastle ;-r'but what of my father, and o| 
poor Huary Harry •'* S 

" 'Tis natural you should feel this ijonsarn for your own parent^ 
Judith, and I suppose it*s equally so that you should feel it f(» 
Hurry Harry, too. ^ r. 

Deerslayer then oommenoed a succinct but dear narrative of sjl 
that ooouxred during the night, in no manner oonoealing what ha(l 
befallen his two comi>anions» or his own opinion of what migM 
prove to be the oonsequenoes. The girls listened with profouna 
attention, but neither betraved that feminine apprehension an4 
oonoem, which would have followed such a, communication whei| 
made to those who were less accustomed to tha hazards and acci* 
dents of a frontier life. To the surprise of Deerslayer, Judith 
seemed the most distressed, Hetty listening eagerly, but app^uiiig 
to brood over the facts in melanoholy silence, rather than betr^^ 
any outward signs of feeling. The former's amtation, the % 
man did not fail to attribute to the interest she lelt in Hurry ijj 
as much as to her filial love, while Hettv's apparent indin^ 
was ascribed to that mental darkness whicn, in a measure, obei 
her intelleot, and which possibly prevented her from foieseein 



the consequences. Little was Sjaid, however, by either, Judith aa^ 
her sister Dusying themselves in making the preparations for ine 
motming meal, as they who habituaUy attend to such matters, toil 
0n mechanically even in the midst of suffering and sorrow. Th9 
plain but nutritious breakfast was taken by all three, in sombre 
colence. The girls ato little, but Deerslayer gave proof of possessing 
one material requisite of a good soldier, Qiat of preserving hip 
appetite in the midst of the most alarming and embarrassing ciri^ 
onmstancea. The meal was nearly ended before a syllable was 
ttttered; then, however, Judith spoke in theconvulsiveandiiTirried 
mannar in which feeling breaks through restraint, after the latt^ 
has become more painful than even the betrayal of (amotion. ^ 

** Father would have relished this fish !" she exclaimed ; " he says 
thd salmon of the lakes is^ almost as good as the salmon of the sea." 

" Your father has been acquainted with the sea, they tell m% 
Jijwlith," returned the youn^ man, who. could not forbear throwing 
a glance of inquiry at the ^rl; for. in common with all who knew 
Hutter he had some curiosity on tne subject of his early histor^. 

Hurry Harry tells he was once a sailor * 



'^yWBtfe flfflt looked* perplexed ; th^, inftuenoed ly feelings tibat 
%ere novel to her, in more ways than one, she beoame suddenly 
ebtiimunicative, and seemingly much interested in the discourse. 
^ *• If Hurry knows anything of father's history, I wonld he had 
Md -it tome !" she cried. . " Sometimes I think, too, he was once 
a' Sailor, and then again I think he was not. If that oheet werd 
|k)en, or if it could speak, it might let us into his whole history. 
But ite fastenings are too strong to be broken like pack-thread." ' 

B^rslayer turned to the chest in question, and for Hk^ iLr^ttimo 
e&a^iied it closely. Although discoloured, and bearino^ proofs of 
^ving receired jnuch ill-treatment, he saw that it was of materials 
Mid workmanship altogether superior to anything of the siame sort 
hb nad ever before beheld. The wood was danr, rich, and had 
once been ' highly polished, Jftough the treatment it had re4 
•avedJfeft little gloss on'it^surface, and vaarious seratehes and 
fedektations proved the rough cdlisions that it had enoountered 
wit^i substances still harder than itself. The corners were firmly 
p6uild with steel, elaborately and richly wrought, white tbe locks, 
«f which it had no less than three, and the hina^es, were of a 
Mtshion and workmanship that would have attracted, attention even 
in a warehouse of curious furniture. The ohest was large too ; and 
%hen Deerslayer arose, and endeavoured (^ raise an end by its 
fbasSlve handle, he fcu^d that the weight fully ceyrrespoiided witil 
^e external appe^tfl^e. 

' ' •* Did ^ou never see that ohest opened, Judith V ■ the young- matt 
Hfeniiin^M with .frontier freedom, for delicaeydn such Subjects was 
WQx! Mi among the people on the verge of civUizationi in that age; 
tJ8«ft*ifitbat^day. 

^' TJ^ej/et. ' Father has never opened it in my presence, if he ever 
b^fens It at all. No one here has ever seen its fid raised, unless it 
pe father; nor do I even know that he has ever seen it." 
'-' •• Now, you're wrong, Judith," Hetty quietly answered. " Father 
has raised the lid, and I've seen him do it.'* 

'A feeling of manliness kept the mouth of Deerslayer shut ; for» 
li^hile he would not have hesitated about f^ing far beyond what 
trould be thought the bounds of propriety, in questioning the elder 
tister, he had just scruples about taking what might be thought an 
Ifcdvanti^pe of the feeble fiitellect of the yomiger. Judith, being 
binder no siioh restraint, however, turned quickly to the lart 
leaker, and continued the discourse. 

* ** When and where did you ever see that ch^st opened, Hetty?" 
i- »• Herei and, a^ain and a^ain. Father often opens it, when yam 
Itt^ away, thougn he don't in the least mind my being byi and 
aeeine, m he does, as well as hearing all he says." 
f7"* And what is it that he does, ana what does he say ?" 

"TOat I cannot tell yow, Judith,*' returned the other, in a low 
yi/plt !resolute voice. ** Father's secrets are not my secrets." 
•"""Secrets! iMs is stranger still, Deerdayer; that father should 
%Ii,tlii^m to Hetty, and not tell them to me !*' 
^'**fii«^Vgood teasoa for that* Judith, though you're not to 



know it. Fath^'s not here to answer fu* himflelf, and Fit w$iy 
no mure alx»it it." 

Judith and Beerslayer looked enrprised, and, for a minute, the 
first seemed pained. But, suddenly recollecting herself, she turned 
away from her sister, as if in pity for her weakness, and addressed 
the young man. 

** You've told but half your story," she said, " breaking off at 
the plaee wh^re you went to sle^ in the canoe~or, ra^er, where 
Tou rose to listen to the cry of the loon. We heard the call of the 
hxms, too, and thought their cried might bring a storm, though 
we are little used to tempests on this lake, at this season of the 
year." 

*' The winds blow, and the tempests howl as God pleases ; some- 
times at one season, and sometimes at another," answered Beer- 
slayer; '*and the loons speak accordin' to their natur*. Better 
would it be if men were as honest and frank. After I rose to 
listen to the birds, finding it could not be Hurry's si^al, I lay down 
and slept. When the day dawned I was up and stirring as usual, 
and then I went in chase of the two canoes, lest the Mingoes ^ould 
lay hands on 'em." 

** You have not told us all, Beerslayer," said Judith, earnestly. 
'*We heard rafies under the eastern mountain; the echoes were 
fhn and long, and came so soon after the reports that the pieces 
must have been fired on, or quite near to the shore. Our eajns are 
used to these signs, and are not to be deceiyed." 

''They've dona their duty, gal, this time; yes, they've done 
their duty. Rifies have been sighted this morning, ay, and triggers 
pulled, too, though not as often as they might nave been. One 
warrior has gone to his happy hunting-grounds, and that's the 
whole of it. A man of white blood, and white gifts, is not to be 
expected to boast of his expl'ltes, and to flourish scalps." 
' Judith listened almost breathlessly; and when Beerslayer, in his 
quiet, modest manner, seemed disposed to quit the subject, she rose, 
and, crossing the room, took a seat by his side. The manner of the 
^1 had nothing forward about it, though it betrayed the quick 
instinct of fmnaie affection, and the sympathizing kindness of a 
woman's interest. She even took the hard hand of the hunter, 
and pressed it in both her own« unconsciously to herself, while 
she looked earnestly, and even reproachfully, into l^s sua« 
burned face. 

" You have been fighting the eavages, Beerslay^, singly and by 
yourself 1" she said. *' In your wish to take oare of us— of Hetty— 
of me, perhaps— you've fought the enemy bravelv, with no eye to 
encourage your deeds, or to witness vour £all« had it pleased Provi- 
dence to suffer 60 ^freat a calamity !'^ 

** I've fou't, Judith ; ves I have fou't the inimy, and that, too, 
for the first tune in my life. These things must be, and they briug 
iriih. 'em a mixed feeun' <^ sorrow and trium^. Human natur 
is a fightin' natur* I suppose, as all nations kill in battle, and we 
must he true to our rignts and gifts. What has yet been done 
M no great matto^ but ^uld Chingaohgook come to the cock 



at 

Mk evdniii^, as is agreed atween ns, and I gfet him off it, onbe» 
known to the savages, or, if known to them, a^'in their wishes 
and designs, then may we all look to something like warfare, afore 
1^6 Mingoes shall get possession of either the castle, or the ark, or 
yonrselyes." 

" Who is this Chingachgook— from what plaoe doesheoome— and 
why does he come here V* 

**!nie questions are nalfral, and right, I suppose, fhong^ tii0 
yontli has a great name already in his own part of the countr]r« 
Chin^chgook is a Mohican by blood, consorting with the Delaware^ 
by usage, as is the case with most of his tnbe ; which has long 
been broken up by the increase of our colour. He is of the family 
of' the great chiefs; Uncas, his father, haying been the consider- 
ablest warrior and counsellor of his people. Bven old Tamenund 
honours Chingachgook, thoucrh he is thought to be yet too young 
to lead in war ; and then the nation is so disparsed and dimi* 
nished, that chieftainship among 'em has got to be little more 
than a name. Well, this war hayinpr commenced in 'amest. the 
D^aware and I rendezyous'd an appointment to meet this ey^iingy 
at sunset, on the rendezTOus-rook, at the foot of this yery lake, , 
intending to come out on our first hostile expedition ag in fhe 
Mingoes. Why we come exactly this-a-way, is our own secret ; 
but thoughtful young men, on a war-path, as yon may suppose, do 
nothing without a calculation, and a desip^n. 

'* A Delaware can haye no unfriendly intentions towards us/* 
said Judith, after a moment's hesitation, ** and we know you to be 
iHendly." 

" Treachery is the last crime I hope to be accused of," returned 
Deerslayer, hurt at the gleam of distrust that had shot through 
Judith^s mind ; " and, least of aU, treaehery to my own colour." 

** No one suspects you, Deerslayer," the girl impetuously cried* 
**N6— no— your honest countenance woula be a sufficient surety 
for the truth of a thousand hearts ! If all men had as honest 
tongues, and no more promised what they did not mean to perform, 
fhere would be less wrong done in the worid, and fine feathers and 
scarlet cloaks would not be thought excuses for baseness and decep- 
tion." 

The girl spoke with strong, nay, eryen with oonvulsed feeling, 
and her ^q eyes, usually so soft and alluring, flashed fire as she 
concluded. Deerslayer could not but obserye this extraordinary 
•emotion ; but. with the tact of a courtier, he avoided not oi4y any 
allusion to the circumstance, but succeeded in concealing the 
eifect of his discovery on himself. Judith gradually grew calm 
again, and| as she was obviously anxious to appear to advantage 
in the eyes of the younsr man, she was soon able to renew the 
conversation as oomposediy as if nothing had occurred to disturb 
her. 

** I have no right to look into your secrets, or the secrets of your 
friend, Deerslayer," she continued, ** and am ready to take all you 
say on trust, if we can really get another male ally to join us ; 
at this toying moment, it will aid us much ; and I am not without 



hope that 'wk«n tho sayagcs find we are able to keep the^ hkef 
tiiiey will after to g:ive Up their prisoners in exchange i'or akin% or>t 
at least, for the keg of powder that we have in the house." 2 

The young man had the worda ** scalps," and *• bounty," on hi* lips, 
but a reluotanoe to alarm the feelings of the daughters prevented 
him from making the allusion he had intended to the probable 
fate of their father. Btill« so little was he practised in the aits ol 
deeeptioiL, that hi» expressive countenance was, of itself^ iindBr-i 
Btooa by the auick-witted Judith, whose inteiligenoe had iM«ii.> 
fibarpeaed by the risks and habits of her life. . a 

** I understand what you mean," she oontimied hurriedly, "and' 
what you would say, but for the fear of hurting me>-t/<, I mcatl; 
for Hetty lores her father outte as well as I do. Bat this is lists 
as we think of Indians.^ They Buever Ecalp an unhurt prisoner, 
but would rather take him away: ah ve ; unless, indeed^ the fieareei 
wish for torturing should ^et the mastery of them. I &ar nothin|;r 
for my father's scalp, ana lilUe for his life. Could Ih^ steal on 
us, in the nighty we sliould all probably suffer in this w&y ^ bat- 
men taken in open strife, are seldom injured ; not, at least, until: 
the time of torture oomes." 

"^{['hat's tradition, I'll allow, and it's according to praotio&*-* •: 
b«.t,- Judith, do you know the 'ar'nd on which your father maSL 
Butter went ag' in the savages?" 

**I do; cmd a cruel errand it wasl But what will you havoBbi 
Men will be men, and some even that £aunt in their gold and ' 
silver, and caity the king's oommiission in their pockets, are not :^ 
ffuiltless of equal cruelty." Judith's teyo again mshed, but^. Vy But 
aeftperate struggle^ she resumed her composure. **I get waritg 
wh^n I think of all the i^Tong that men do," she added, affbotini* t 
to smile^ an efiort in which she only succeeded indifferently weLL-: 
" All this is silly. What is done, is done, and it cannut be mended J 
by oom^ints. But the Indians think so little of the shedding ^ 
of blood, and value men so mufih for the boldness of their undeiw s 
takings, that, did they know the business on whioh their prisoners f 
came, they would be more likely to honour* than to iigure themd 
for it." > 

'* For a tjinate, Judith ; yes, I allow that, for a iune« But^ when., 
that feelin' dies away, then will come the love of revenge. W« . 
must indivour, Chingaohgook and I, we must indivour to see. what. 3 
we can do to get Hurry and vour father £*ee ; for the Miiigoar mik J 
no doubt, hover about this lake some d«iya» in ordeitosiakethB f 
most of their swoess." . • ; .t 

V You think this Bdiaware can be depended on^ D^^rslayerd** /i 
demaiaded the girl, thoughtfully. ' • ji 

'' As mmk o» I can myself. You say you do not suspect. nw^ s 
Judith?" . •" ' .1 

" You J*' taking his hand again, and pressing it between her owh^'It 
with a warmth that might have awakened the vanity of one less s 
simple-minded, and more disposed'to dweU on his own good qiiaJzio 'I 
tics, ** I would ik^ soon su&peot a brother ! I have koown, yon hut A 
a d^y, Pc^erslayer, bui^it hat awakimed the eohiidenoo/of «vy«ar. ^ 



'Sotir nfitte, liafnnerer is not unknowB to me ; for the ^^oHiintB of 
w gomsons freqnetntly speak of the lessons you have giyen th^m: 
in hunting, and all proclaim your honesty." 

"Iky they ever talk of the shooting, gal}" inquired the other 
€ttg]eriy» nfter, however, laughing in a silent but heart*felt manner. 
*^ Bo thsy ever talk of the shooting } I want to hcaar nothing about ! 
my own ; for^ if that isn't earti&ed to, bv this time, in all these. 
pcortB,: there's little use in being-skilful and sure ; but what do thei 
oi&oerai. sifv of their own—^es, what do they say of their own U 
Arms, as tney call it, is theicr trade, and yet there's soime among.^ 
'tntthat know veiy little how to use 'em ! 

^ Such, I h^pe,: will not be the case with your Mend Chii^aoh-^' 

gtM]k,fsa yen oatt him— ^what i» the. English of his Lidian name }* ' ' 

. " B^8afpant'-'-so called for his wisdom and ^cunning. XIncas ia^' 

has Tufalname — all Ms faamly being calkd Uncos, unm they get « < 

title thatiias been 'amed by deeds. 

" If he has ail this wisdom, we may expect a useful friend in him, < 
unless lus^wn business in this port of the country should prevent' 
him front serving UB." 

'' I see no great harm in telling y;ou his ar'n'd, after all, and, as ' 
you may find means to help us, I will let you and Hetty into^the 
ndiofe'raiatter,, trasting l^at yoo'E keep the secret es if it was your [ 
own. You must know that Chingach^ook is a comely Indian, and ^ 
. itf mnmh kok'd. upou and admired by tne young women of his tribe. , 
httth on aocount of his family^ and on aoeount of himself. Now. '*< 
there is a (diief that has a daughter called Wa(h«td ! ^Wah, whioh ii ^ 
inte|«|f»];0tedint6Hist»ohUHi8t,-in 4ihe< English, tonrue^ the rudest 4 
gal anroilg'the Delawaresi and the one most sought after and ora\i«M? -^ 
for a wills, by all the yo<iuig wartioirs of the nation. Well, Chin ^ 
gaohgoQ^t among others, took a fancy to Wah-ta !-Wah, and Wah« ; 
tol«»Waa took anmcv to him." Here Deerslayer pausedan instant ;'\ 
for/ as he got thus ut in his tale, Hetty Hutter arose, apnroached ^ 
and stood attemtive at his knee, as a child draws near to listen to > 
tfaa logeoi^ of its mother. '* Yes, he fancied her, and she fancied ^ 
hiai,''-<'r8sutacdDeerslayer» alter costing a friendly and £a>proving ^ 
glance at the innocent and interesting girl ; *' and when that is the • 
ease/'md^aU the elders are agreed, it does not oftisn happen that . 
the'^ouagcoople keep apart. Ghingaehgoek couldn't well carry -^ 
oft «ftelpa piiae wi^out making inimies amon^ them that wanted ■ 
her flff moohjas he 4idhims»ifi A sartain Bnarthorn, as we call ^ 
hiat-ltt^Baglash^ or Yocontment as he is tarmcd in Indian, took it ' 
most to hearty and we mistrust him of having a hand in all that ' 
foilewed*. Woh-Aa !*Wah went with her father and mother, two 
moons ago, to fish for salmon, on the wester streams, where, it is ^ 
agiwd'hrflU in these p^rtiSt that fish most abounds, and while . 
thus empi y'd the gal vanidied. For several weeks we could get *• 
iiortidi&gB of her ; out, here, tea days ^ce, a runner that came 
thresh, the Dehnrare ocu&try^ brought us a message, by whioh we ^ 
razBSiiiai Wah»ta!*Wah was stolen from her people--we think, « 
bull A> aot kiMnr it. by Briarthom's sarcumventions, — and that she ' 
wasiB(0ivvBithtbe4iuiii9ri'^ha hod^ ade^Hedherv and wanted her te '' 
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marry a ycmng^ Mixiffo. The messa^ said tliat the party hitended' 
to hunt and foragt? through this region, for a month or two, afore it 
went back into the Canadas, and tnat if we could contrive to get 
on a scent in this quarter, something might turn up that would 
lead to our getting the maiden off." 

•* And how does that concern yow, Deerslayer ?" demanded Judith, 
a little anxiously. 

*' It consams me, as all things that touches a fri*nd oonsams a 
fti'nd. I'm here as Chingachgook's aid and helper, and if we ean 
get the young maiden he likes hack ag'in, it will give me almost as 
much pleasure as if I had got back my own sweetheart." 

** And where, then, is your sweetheart, Deerslayer?" 

** She's in the forest, Judith — hanging from the boughs of tiie 
trees, in a soft rain— in the dew on the open grass— the clouds that 
float about in the blue heavens — ^the birds that sin^ in the woods— 
the sweet springs where I slake my thirst— and in all the other 
glorious gifts that come from God's Providence I" 

** You mean that, as yet, you've never loved one of my sex, but 
love best your haunts, and your own manner of life." 

" That's it— 4jhat's lust it. I am whit^— have a white heatt« 
and can't, in reason, love a red-skinned maiden, who mujst have 
a red-skin heart a^d feelin's. No, no, I'm sound enough in 
them particulars, and hope to remain so, at least till this war 
is over. I find mv time too much taken up with Chingachffook's 
affair, to wish to nare one of my own on my hands afore t£at is 
settled." 

•* The girl that finally wins you, Deerslayer, wiH at least win an 
honest heart ; one without treachery or guile ; and that will be a 
Tictory, that most of her sex ought to envy." 

As Judith uttered this, her beautiful face had a resentful frown 
on it ; while a bitter smile lingered around a mouth that no derange- 
ment of the muscles could render anything but handsome. Her 
companion observed the change, and, though little skilled in the 
workings of the female heart, he had sufficient native delicacy to 
understand that it might be well to drop the subject. 

As the hour, when Chingachgook was ex])ected still remained 
distant, Deerslayer had time enough to examine into the state of 
the defences, and to make such additional arrangements as were in 
Ids power, and the exipencjr of the moment seemed to require. The 
experience and foresight of Hntter had left little to be done in these 
particulars ; still several precautions suggested themselves to the 
young man, who may be said to have studied the art of frontier 
warfare, through the traditions and legends of the people amosff 
whom he had so long Hved. The distance between the castle ana 
the nearest point on the shore, prevented any apprehension on the 
Bubiect of rifle-bullets thrown from the land. The house was 
within musket-shot, in one sense, it was true, but aim was entxrdr 
out of the question, and even Judith professed a perfeet disregard 
of any danger from that source. So long, then, as the party re» 
maincd in possession of the fortress, they were safe ; unless their 
assailants xxfiM find the means to eome off and earry it by fire or 



.^r.^.^ . oVi br 9omB of tiie devices of Indkn en^DSSig oad ladian 
treacliery. Against the first source of danger, Hutter had rnade^ 
ample provision* and the building itself, the {)ark roof excepted^/ 
was not very combustible. The floor was scutfied in several pfaoesy 
and buckets, provided with ropes,, were in daily use, in readinesa 
for any such emergency. One of the girls could easily extinguish 
any Are that might be lighted, provided it had not time to majce 
muck headway. Judith, who appeared to un4erstand all her 
Other's schemes of defence, and who had the spirit to take no* 
unimportant share in the execution of them« explaine4 all theM 
details to the yQung man, who was atMS saved much time ancf. 
labour in making his investigations. 

litUe was to be apprehended during the day. In possession of 
the canoes and of the ark, no other vessel was to be lound on the^ 
kke. ISTevertheless, Deerslayer well knew that a raft was sooii 
made, and as dead trues were to be found in abundance ne^ thi^ 
water, did the savages seriously contemplate the risks of an assaults. 
it would nut be a very difficult matter to And the necessary means* 
The celebrated American axe, a tool that is quite unrivalled in its 
way, was thei^ not very extensively known, and the savag^es were 
fiur WOT^ expert in the use of its hatchet-like substitute ; stiU, they 
had sumcient practice in crossing streams bv this mode, to ren^cf 
it certain they would construct a raft, should they deem it es^pa* 
gient to expose themselves to the risks of an assault. The cUadi 
of their warrior might prove a sufficient incentive, or it n^ight acv 
a; a caution ; but Beerslayer thought it more than possible that 
tae succeeding night would bring matters to a crisis, and in this 
precise way. This impression caused him to wish ardently for the 
p.esenee and succour of his Mohican friend, and to look forward ta 
iie approach of sunset with an increasing anxiety. 

As tne dav advanced, the party in the castle matured their plaiu^ 
andmad^ their preparations. Judith was active, and seemed to 
&ad a pleasure in consulting and advising with her new acquaint- 
i^ace, whose indifference to danger, manly devotion to herself and 
sister, guilelessness of manner, and truth of feelinff, had woa 
rapidly on both her imagination and her affections. Although the 
Uours app0ared long in some resnects to Deerslayer, Judith did not 
find tjiem so, and when the sun oegan to descend towards the pine* 
olad summits of the western hills, she felt and expressed her sur- 
prise that the day should so soon be drawing to a dose. On thd 
other hand, Hetty was mroody and silent. She was never loqua- 
cious, or if she occasionally became communicative, it was under the 
ii^uence of some temporary excitement, that served to arouse her 
unsophisticated mind ; but, for hours at a time, in the course of 
this all-important day, she seemed to have absolutely lost the use 
iof her tongue. Kor did apprehension on account of her fathe* 
materially affect the manner of either sister. iKTeither appeaxea 
seriously to dread any evil greater than captivity^ and oncp or 
twice, when Hettv did speak, she intimated tha expectation that 
Hutter would find tlie means to liberate himseU. Altlvough Judith 
vvas less sanguine on this hcad« she too betrayed the hoj^ Hl^ pro* 
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positions for a ransom wonld come, when the Indians dlscoverea 
that the castle set their expedients ^^ artifices at defiance. ^ Deer- 
elayer, however, treated these passfcfii^ suggestions as the ill-digested 
ftincies of girls, making his own arrangements as steadily, and 
brooding over the future as seriously, as if they had never fallen 
from their lips. 

At length the hour arrived when it became necessary to proceed 
to the place of rendezvous appointed with the Mohican : or Dela- 
ware, as Chingachgook was more commonly called. As the plan 
bad Jbeen matured by Deerslayer, and fully communicated to hi^ 
eompanions, all three set about its execution, in concert, and intel- 
ligently. Hetty passed into the ark, and fastening two of the 
^noes together, she entered one, and paddled up to a sort q£ gate- 
way in the palisadoes that surrounded, the building, through which 
rile carried both ; seourinc: them beneath the house by cnains tnat 
were fastened within the building. These palisadoes were t^nka 
tf trees driven firmly into the mud, and served the double purpose 
of a small enclosure, that was intended to be used in this very 
manner, and to keep any enemy that might approach in bo^ts at 
ifam's-length. Canoes flius docked were, in a measure, hid from 
light, and as the gate was properly barred and fastened, it wotild 
not be an easy task to remove them, even in the event of theU 
being seen. Previously, however, to closing the gate, Judith also 
entered within the enclosure with the third canoe, leaving Deer* 
dayer busy in securing the door and windows inside the buffdingv 
over her head. As everything was massive and strong^ and small 
6apling^ were used as bars, it would have been the worE^of an hour 
cnr two to break into the building, when Deerslayer had ended hii 
task, even allowing the assailants the use of any tools but the Q,tQ^ 
and to be unresisted. This attention to security arose from Hut* 
" |r's having been robbed once or twice, by the lawless whites oi 

le frontiers, during some of his many absences from bome. 
' As soon as all was fast in the inside of the dwelling, Deerslayeif 
Appeared at a trap, from which he descended into the canoe] of 
Judith. When this was done, he fastened the door with a massive 
staple and stout padlock. Hetty was then received ia the canoe^ 
which was shoved outside of the palisadoes- The next precaiitioa 
2^as to fasten the gate, and the keys were carried into the ark. 
The three were now fastened out of the dwelling, which could only 
ie entered by violence, or by following the course taken by th« 
joung man in quitting it. 

The glass had been brought outside as a preliminary 'step, ftna 
Deerslayer next took a careful survey of the entire ^re oi the 



_ . :e, as far as his own position would allow. Not a Kving thin^ 
was visible, a few birds excepted, and even the last fluttereqT 
about in the shades of the trees, as if unwilling to encounter th^ 
teat of a Cultry afternoon. All the nearest points, in parti-, 
cjdar, were subjected to severe scrutiny, in order to make certain' 
that no raft was in preparation ; the result everywhere giving the 
aame picture of cabn solitude. A few words will explain the 
gireatest embarrassment belonging to the sittlatlcn of our pottf' 
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{Izpoecd themselTes to the obseryation of any watchful eye8» the 
movements of their enemies were concealed by the drapery of t 
dense forest. While the imagination would be very apt to people 
the latter with more warriors than it really contained, their owa 
weakness must be too apparent to all who might chance to cast a 
glance in their direction. 

** Nothing is stirring, bows'ever,'* exclaimed Deerslayer, as hd 
finally lowered the glass, and prepared to enter the ark ; ** if the 
vagabonds do harbour mischief in their minds, they are too cunning 
to let. it be seen ; it's true, a raft may be in preparation in the 
wopdsi but it has not yet been brought down to the lake. Thev 
can't guess that we are about to quit the castle, and, if they dia» 
they*ve no means of knowing where we intend to go." . 

•• Ibis is SQ true, Deerslayer," returned Judith, " that now m 
is ready, we may proceed, at once, boldly, and without the fear of 
being followed— else we shall be behind our time." 

**]No— no— the matter needs management— for, though the 
savages are in the dark as to Chingachgook and the rock, they've 
eyes and legs, and will see in what direction we steer, and will be 
sartain to follow us. I shall strive to baffle 'em, hows*ever, bv 
heading the scow in all manner of ways, first in one quarter, ana 
then in another, until they get to be a-leg-wcary, and tired of 
tramping after us." 

So far as it was in his power, Deerslayer was as good as his word;, 
Si loss than five minutes after this speech was made, the whole 
jartyAiras in the ark, and in motion. There was a gentle breeze 
from the north ; and boldly hoisting the sail, the young man laii 
ihe iiead of the unwieldy craft in such a direction aa, alter making 
d liberal but necessary allowance for lee-way, would have brou^hS 
it ashore a couple of miles down the lake, and on its eastern side. 
The sailing of the ark was never very swift, though, floating as it 
did on the surface, it was not difficult to get it in motion, or to 
nrfipe it along over the water, at the rate of somo three or four 
mues in the hour. The distance between the castle and the rock 
was a little more than two leagues. Knowing the punctuality of 
an Indian, Deerslayer had made his calculations closely, and haa[ 
given himself a little more time than was necessary to reach the 
{dace of rendezvous, witji a view to delay, or to press his arrival 
as might prove most expedient. When he hoisted the sail, the 
sun lay above the western hills, at an elevation that promise^ 
rather more llian two hours of day ; and a few minutes satistiea 
him that th^ progress of the scow was such as to equal his expect 
tat^ns. ' . ^ ^ - 

]^lt vas a glorious June afternoon, and never did that solitary 
sieet of. w(^ter seem less like an arena of strife and bloodshed 
The light air scarce descended as low as the bed of the lake, hover-, 
ing over it, as if unwilling: to disturb its deep tranquillity, or ta 
ruffle its mirror-like surface. Even the forests appeared to be 
Numbering in the* sun, and a few piles of fleecy clouds had laia 
for hours along the northern horizon, like fixtures in the atmo- 
Kl>b.ere, ;glace4 there purely to emb<aUish the scene. A few aquatic 



fowU oeotaaemtHStf skimmed alonff the watet, sad a onifle rvftHk 
was visible, sailing high aboye the trees, and keeping a watehful 
«^ 0n tiie ibreet beneath him, in order to detect anything having 
hie that the mj^sterious woods might offer as prey. 

The reader will probably have observed, that, amidst the frank- ■ 
ness and abruptness of manner, which marked the frontier habits of 
Judith, her language was superior to that used by her male com* 
panions, her own father included. This difference extended as 
well to pronunciation, as to the choice of words and phrases, 
l^erhaps nothing so soon betrays the education and association as 
the modes of speech ; and few accomplishments so much aid the 
charm of female beauty as a graceful and even ntterancejt whik 
nothing 80 soon produces the disenchantment that necessarily fel- 
lows a discrepancy between appearance and manner, as a mean 
intonation of voice, or a vulgar use of words. Judith and hex 
sister were marked exceptions to all the girls of their class, along 
that whole £contier; the officers of the nearest garrison having 
often flattered the former with the belief that few ladies of tfai 
towns acquitted themselves better than herself, in tlds important 
particular. This was far from being literally true, but it was 
sufficiently near the fact to give birth to the comi^iment. The 
girls were indebted to their mol^er for this advantage, having 
acquired from her, in childhood, an advantage that no subsequent 
atudy or labour can five without a drawback, if neglected beyond 
the earlier periods et life. Who that mother was, or, rather, had 
been, no one but Hutter knew. She had now been dead two snuif 
mers, and, as was stated by Hurry, she had been buried in the 
)ake ; whether in indulgence of a prejudice, or from a reluctanefe 
to take the trouble to dig her grave, had frequently been a matter 
of discussion between the rude beings of l^t region. Judith had 
never visited the spot, but Hetty was i^esent at the interment^ 
and aha often paddled a canoe, about sunset, or by the light of tkm 
mooD» to the place, and gazed down into the limpid water, in the 
hope of being able to catch a glimpse of a form that ^e had so 
tenderly loved, from infancy to the sad hour of their parting. 

** Must we reach the rock exactly at the moment the sun sets^*' 
Judith demanded of the young man, as they stood near each other, 
Deerslayer holding the steering-oar, and ske working with a needle 
at some ornament of dress, that much exceeded her station in lifoi 
and was altogetl:er a novelty in the woods. '* Will a few minutesi 
sooner or later, alter the matter? it will be very hazardous te 
remain lon^ near the shore at that rock ! " 

** That's it, Judith ; that's the very difficulty ! The rock's within 
pi'nt blank for a shot-gun, and 'twill never clo to hover about it too 
close and too long. When you have to deal with an Indian^-you 
must calculate and manage, for a red natur' dearly likes sarcuni» 
Tention. Now, you see, Judith, that I do not steer towards the 
seek at all, but here to the eastward of it, whereby the savages 
will be tramping off in that direction, and get their legs awearied, 
and all £or no aavantage." 

'* Tou thiflk« theD« they sec us. and watdiour moyement^ Dot^ 



glarer ? I vas in hopes they might have fallen baek into the broods, 
Ana left us to ourselves, for a few hours." 

•* ihat's altogether a woman's oonsait. There's no let-np in an 
Iiidian's watchfulness when he's on a war-path ; and eyes are (m 
•;is at this minute, 'though the lake presarves ns. We must draw 
near the rock on a caloulation, and indivour to get the miscreants 
<»i a false scent. The Mingos have good noses, they tell me ; but 
a white man's reason ought always to equalize their instinct." 

Judith now entered into a desultory discourse with Deerslayef^ 
in which the girl betrayed her growing intwest in the young man } 
an interest that his simplicity of mind, and her decision of cha- 
racter, sustained as it was by the consciousness awakened br the 
consideration her personal charms so universally |»roduoed, rendered 
her less anxious to conceal than might otherwise have been the 
ease. ^ She was scarcely forward in her manner, though there was 
sometimes a freedom in her glances, that it required all the aid of 
her exceeding beauty to prevent from awakening suspicions un- 
favourable to her discretion , if not to her morals. With Deerslayer, 
however, these glances were rendered less obnoxious to so un- 

Sleasant a construction; for she seldom looked at him, without 
fecovering much of the sincerity and nature that accompany the 
|>urest emotions of woman. It was a little remarkable that, as his 
cai^ivity lengthened, neither of the girls manifested any great 
ooncem for her father; but, as has been said alreadv, their habits 
pave them confidence, and they looked forward to his liberation. 
By means of a ransom, with a confidence that might, in a great 
degree, account for their apparent indiiferenoe. Onee before. 
Hutter had been in the hands of the Iroquois, and a few skins had 
readily effected his release. This event, however, unknown to the 
sisters, had occurred in a time of peace between England and 
JFranoe, and when the savages were restrained, instead of being 
encouraged to commit their excesses, by the policy of the differei£t 
Golonial governments. 

While Judith was loquacious and caressins: in her manner, Hetty 
remained thoughtful and silent. Once, indeed, she drew near to 
I)eer8layer, and questioned him a little closely as to his intentions, 
as well as concerning the mode of efTecting his purf>08e ; but her 
■wish to converse went no farther. As soon as her simple queriee 
were answered — and answered they all were, in the fullest and 
kindest manner — she withdrew to her seat, and continued to work 
en a coarse garment that she was making for her father, sometimes 
humming a low melancholy air, and frequently sighing. 
In this manner the time passed away; ana when the sun was 
. beginning to glow behind the fringe of pines that bounded the 
western hill, or about twenty minutes before it actually set, the 
ark was nearly as low as the point where Hutter and Hurry had 
been made pr isoners. By sheering first to one side of the lake, and 
Hhea. to tr.e other, Deerslayer hud managed to create an uncertainty 
•6 to ]ms object; and, douotless, the savages, who were unquestioit- 
ably watching his moveii ents, were led to believe that his aim was 
^ OMnmunioate wilk them« 9^ eir near this v}<At and weiold bastatt 
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in that direction, in order to be in readiness to profit by cirenm- 
stances. This artifice was well managed ; since the sweep of the 
bay, the curvature of the lake, and the low marshy Ijmd that 
intervened, would probably allow the ark to reach the rock, befcce 
its pursuers, if really collected near the point, could have time to 
make the circuit that woidd be required to get there by lanl. 
With a view to aid this deception, Deerslayer stood as near tbe 
western shore as was at all prudent ; and then, causing Judith and 
Hetty to enter the house, or cabin, and crouching himself so as lo 
cbnceal his person by the frame of the scow, he suddenly threw the 
head of the latter round, and began to make the best of Ma way 
towards the outlet. Favoured by an increase in the windftfie 
progress of the ark was sifch as to promise the complete sucecsa ef 
this plan, though the crab-like movement of the craft o(Hnp^ed 
the helmsman to keep its head looking in a direction very different 
from that in which it was actually moying. 

CHAPTER IX. 

•« Tct art thou prodigal of smiles— 
Smiles, sweeter than thy frowns arft stcnit 
£arth sends from all her thousand islea, 
A shout at ihy return. 
The gloij that comes down from thee. 
Bathes, in deep joy, the land and sea."— ITW 5Ka. 

It may assist the reader in understanding the events wo are aboHl 
to record, if he has a rapidly sketched picture of the scene placed 
•before his eyes at a single view. It will be remembered that the 
lake was an irregularly shaped basin, of an ontline that, in tbu 
main, was oval, but with bays and points to relievo its formalil^' 
and ornament its shores. The surface of this beautiful sheet A 
water was now glittering like a gem, in the last rays of the evening 
Bun, and the setting of the whole— hills clothed in the richest forest 
verdure— was lighted up with a sort of radiant smile, that is heA 
described in the beautiful lines we have placed at the head of this 
chapter. As the banks, with few exceptions, rose abruptly from 
the water, even where the mountain did not immediately bound 
the view, there was a nearly unbroken fringe of leaves overhanging 
the placid lake — ^the trees starting out of the acclivities, ineiining 
to the lig:ht, until in many instances they extended their longlimbi 
and straight trunks some forty or fifty feet beyond the line of the 
perpendicular. In these cases we allude only to the giants of the 
forest— pines of a hundred or a hundred aid fifty feet in height— 
for, of tne smaller growth, very many inclined so far as to stee^ 
their lower branches in the water. 

In the position in which the ark had now gpt, the oastle waft 
eoncealed from view by the projection of a iK>int, as indeed woi 
the northern extremity of the take itself. A respectable moantais« 
forest-dad, and rounded like all the rest, limited the view in that 
direction, stretching immediately across the whole of the fair scene« 
with the exception of a deep bay that passed its western enc^ 
lengthening the basin, for more than a mile. ThQ manner iQ wbich 
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the water flowed out of the lake, beneath the leafjr arches of the 
trees that lined the sides of the stream, has already been mentioned ; 
*and it has also been said that the rock, which was a favourite placo 
d rendezvous throughout all that region, and where Deerslaycp 
• Bffw expected to meet his friend, stood near this outlet, and at no 
•'l^eBt distenee from the shore. It was a large isolated stone, that 
ipested on the bottom of the lake, apparent! jr left there when tie 
-^watens tore away the earth from around it, in forcing for them- 
.'«dyes a passage down the river, and which had obtained its shape 
firoBi the action of the elements, during the slow progress of cen« 
"Juries; The height of this rook could scarcely equal six feet, and, 
'SS'has been said, its shape was not unlike that which is usually 
siveB to bee^hives, or to a haycock. The latter, indeed, gives the 
fiest idea not only of its form, but of its dimensions. It stood, and 
K061i stands, for we are writing of real scenes, within fifty feet of 
Itiw bank, and in water that was only two feet in depth, though 
there were seasons in Which its rounded apex, if such a term can 
properly be used, was covered by the lake. Many of the trees 
stretched so far forward as alinost to blend the rock with the shore, 
when seen from a little distance; and one toll pine in particular 
overhung it in a way to form a noble and apnropriate canopy to a 
seat that had held many a forest chieftain, auring the long suc- 
cession of unknown ages, h^ which America, and all it contained, 
had existed apart, in mysterious solitude, a world by itself ; equally 
without *a familiar history, and without an origin that the annai 
M man eaxr reach. 

When distant some two or three hundred feet from the shore 
*Beenlayer took in his sail, and he dropped his graijuel, as soon ^• 
te found the ark had drifted in a line that was directly to winCP 
ijravd of the rock. The motion of the scow was then checked, whafi 
'.ft was brought head to wind, hy the action of the breeze. As soon 
4S this was done, Deerslayer **^paid out line," and suffered the 
.veflsel to **6et down" upon the rock, as fast as the light air would 
forc&it t» leeward. Floating entirely on the surface, this was soon 
«ffecf»d^ and the young man checked the drift when he was told 
tfaali the stem of the scow was within fifteen or eighteen feet of the 
ilesmdspot. 

Ineiseentin^this manoetrvre, Deewlayer had proceeded promptly: 
for* while he did not in the least doubt that he was both watched 
And followed by the foe, he believed he had distracted their move- 
ments by the apparent uncertainty of his own, and he knew they 
o«uld have no means of ascertaining that the rock was his aim, 
unless, indeed, one of the prisoners had betrayed him ; a chance so 
knprobalde in itself, as to give him no concern. Notwithstanding 
■Qie celerity and decision of his movements, he did not, however, 
lymituir&fio near the shore without taking due precautions to effect 
jk retreat, in the event of its becoming necessary. He held the line 
in his hakd, and Judith was stationed at a loop, on the side of the 
eahin next the shore, where she could watch the beach and the 
eooka, and give timely notice of the approach of either friend or 
|oe. Hetty was also placed on watc]» but it was to keep the tree$ 
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overhead in view, lefjt some enemy mijrht ascend one, and, by com- 
pletely commanding the interior of the scow, render the defences of 
the hut, or eabin, useless. 

The sun bad disappeared from the lake and valley, when Deer- 
slayer checked the ark, in the manner mentioned. ^ Still it wanted 
a few minutes to the true sunset, and he knew Indian punctuality 
too well to anticipate any unmanly haste in his friend. The great 
question was, whether, surrounded by enemies, as he was known 
to be, he had escaped their toils. The occurrences of the last 
twenty-four hours must be a secret to him, and, like himself, Chi|i- 
gaehgook was yet young on a war-path. It was true, he came 
prepared to encounter the party that withheld his promised bride, 
but he had no means of ascertaining the extent of the danger he 
ran, or the precise positions occupied by either friends or foes lu 
a word, the trained sagacity and untiring caution of an Indian wero 
all he had to rely on, amid the critical nsks he unavoidably ran. 

** Is the rock empty, Judith ?" inquired Deerslayer, as soon as 
he had checked the drift of the ark, deeming it imprudent to ven- 
ture unnecessarily near the shore. '' Is anything to be seen of the 
Delaware chief?" 

" Nothing, Deerslayer. Neither rock, shore, tree, nor lake, seemg 
to have ever held a human form." 

"Keep close, Judith — ^keep close, Hetty— a rifle has a prying, eye. 
a nimble foot, and a desperate fatal tongue. Keep close, then, bat 
keep up act^e looks, and be on the alart. 'Twould grieve me to 
the lieart, did any harm befal either of yon." 

** And yoM, Deerslayer !" exclaimed Judith^ turning her hand* 
some face from the loop, to bestow a gracious and grateful look o|^ 
the young man ; ** do you * keep close,' and have a proper care that 
the savages do not catoh a glimpse of you ! A bullet might be as 
fatal to you as to one of us ; and the blow that you felt, would be 
felt bv all." 

** No fear of me, Judith— no fear of me, my good gal. Do not 
look this-a-way, although you look so pleasant and comely, but 
keep your eyes on the rock, and the shore, and the — —'* 

Deerslayer was interrupted by a slight exclamation from the 

S'rl, who, in obedience to his hurried gestures, as much as in obe- 
ence to his words, had immediately bent her looks again, in the 
opposite direction. 

^* What is't?— what is't, Judith?" he hastUy demanded. **Ill 
•nvthing to be seen ?" ^ ^ 

^* There is a man on the rock ! — an Indian warrior, in his pain% 
and armed !" 

** Where does he wear his hawk's feather?" eagerly added Deer- 
slayer, relaxing his hold of the line, in readiness to drift nearer tp 
the place of rendezvous. " Is it fast to the war-lock, or does he 
carrv it above the left ear ?" 

** Tis as you say, above the left ear ; he smiles, too, and mutters 
the word * Mohican.* " 

" God be praised, 'tis the Sarpent, at last !" exclaimed the yovaxg 
man, suffering the line to slip mrough his hands, until hearing a 
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light bound, in the other end of thie craft, he instantly checked the 
rope, and be<?an to haul it in again, under the assurance that his 
object wa*s effected. 

At that moment the door of the cabin was opened bas+ily. and a 
warrior, darting through the little room, stood at Deersla.ver's side, 
simplv uttering the exclamation " Hugh V At the next instant; 
Judith and Hetty shrieked, and the air was filled with the yell oi 
twenty savages, who came leaping through the branches, down the 
bank, some actually falling headlong into the water, in their haste. 

** Pull, Decrslayer," cried Judith, hastily barrinar the door, in 
order to prevent an inroad by the passage through which the Dela- 
ware had just entered ) ** pull, for life and death— the lake is full 
of savages, wading after us !" 

The young men — for Chingachgook immediately came to his 
!frieiid*8 assistance— needed no second bidding, but they applied 
themselves to their task in a way that showed how urgent they 
deemed the occasion. The great difficulty was in suddenly; over- 
coming the vis inertia of so lar^ d mass ; for, once in motion, it 
was^asy to cause the scow to s£m the water, with all the necessary 
speed. 

" Pull, Deerslayer, for Heaven's sake !" cried Judith again at the 
loop. " These wretches rush into the water like hounds following 
their prey ! Ah ! — ^the scow moves ! and, now, the water deepens 
to the arm-pits of the foremost^ still they rush forward, and will 
seize the art l" 

A slight scream, and then a joyous laugh followed from the girl ; 
the first produced by a desperate effort oi their pursuers, and tiie 
last by its failure ; the scow, which had now got fairly in motion, 
gliding ahead into deep water, with a velocity that set the designs 
if their enemies at nought. As the two men were prevented by the 
position of the cabia from seeing what passed astern, they were 
tomnelled to inquire of the girls, into the state of the chase. 

** What now, Judith ? — what next ? — ^Do the Mingos still follow, 
Vt are we quit of 'em, for the present?" demanded Deerslayer, 
when he feit the rope yieldingi as if the scow was going fast 
ahead, and heard the seieam and the laugh of the girl, almost in 
the same breath. 

** They have vanished !— one, the last, is just burning himself in 
the bushes of the bank— there, he has disappeared in the shadows 
(J the trees ! You have got your friend, and we are all safe !'* 

The two men now made another great effort, pulled £he ark up 
swiftly to the sxapnel, tripped it, and when the scow had shot some 
distance, and lost its way, they let the anchor drop again ; t^en^ 
fei the first time since their meeting, they ceased their efforts. As 
the floating house now lajr several hundred feet from the shore, and 
iffered a complete protection against bullets, there was no longer 
iny danger, or any motive for immediate exertion. 

The manner in which the two friends now recognised each othef 
tras highly characteristic. Chingachgook, a noble, tall, handsome. 
Mid athletic young Indian warrior, hrst examined his rifle, with 
care, opening the pan, to make sure the priming wah not wet ; and, 
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assuijed of tliis important fact, he next cast furtive but observant 
glances around him, at the strange habitation, and at the twogitlsf 
Btill he sDoke not, and most of all did he avoid the betrayal of » 
womanisn curiosity, by asking questions. 

•• Judith and Hetty, said Deerslayer, Tvith an. untaught, natural 
courtesy, " this is the Mohican chief of whom you've heard me 
speak ; Chingachgook, as he is called, which sijrnifies the Big 
Siarpent : so named for his wisdom, and prudence, and cunnings 
and my arliest and latest friend. I know'd it must be he, by th« 
hawk's feather over the left ear, most other warriors wearing *eni 
on the war-lock.** 

. As Deerslayer ceased speaking, he laughed heartily, excited inord 
perhaps by the delight of having got his friend safe at his ade» 
under circumstances so trying, than by any conceit that happened 
to cross his fancy, and exhibiting this outbreaking of feeling in x 
manner that was a little remarkable, since his merriment was not 
accompanied by anv noise. Although Chingachgook both undeiv 
stood and spoke English, he ^'as unwilling to oommunicttte his 
ihoujjhta in it, like most Indians ; and when he had met Judith'6 
cordial shake of the hand, and Hetty's milder salute, in the couf* 
teous manner that became a chief, he turned away, apparently te 
await the moment when it might suit his friend to enter into dtt 
explanation of his future intentions, and to give a narrativfe of 
what had passed since their separation. The other understood hfe 
leaning, and discovered his own mode of reasoning in the mnttei^ 
iy addressing the girls. 

- " This wind will soon die away altogether, now the sun is ^own,^ 
he said, " and there is no need of rowing ag^m it. In half an hour, 
4>T so, it wUl either be a flat calm, or the air ^ill come ofFlrom thte 
'south shore, when we will begin our joumejr back ag.*in to the 
castle ; in the meanwhile, the Delaware and I will talk over matters, 
and get correct ideas of each other's notions, consaming the course 
we ought to take." 

, No one opposed this proposition, and the girls withdrew ftifo'the 
cabin to prepare the evening meal, while the two young men took 
their seats on the head of the scow, and began to converse. The 
^alogue was in the language of the Delawares. As that dialect, 
^jowever, is but little understood, even by the learned, we shtill, not 
only on this, but on all subsequent occasions, render such parts as 
it may be necessary to give closely, into liberal English ; preserving, 
as far as possible, the idioms and peculiarities of the respective 
speakers, by way of presenting the pictures in the most g¥apfeio 
.forma to the minds of the readers. 

. It is unnecessary to enter into the details first related by "Deei^ 
slayer, who gave a brief narrative of the facts that are alr^dy 
familiar to those who have read our pages. In relating these events^ 
however^ it may be well to say that the speaker touched only «i 
the outlines, more particularly abstaining from saying anything 
about hia encQ^nter with, and victory over the Iroquois, as well as 
^to his own exertions in behalf of the deserted 3'oung women. When 
^'^eecslayer ended, the Delaware took up the narrative, in turns 
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ipeftkiag sententiously, and with great dignity. &is accotmli was 
boUi elear and short, nor was it embellished by any incidents that 
aid not directljr concern the history of his departure from the 
Tillages of his people, and his arrival in the valley of the Busq^ae- 
luuiBAn. On reacuing the latter, which was at a point only half a 
mile south of the outlet, he had soon struck a. trail, which gave him 
nptioe^f the probable vicinity of enemies. Being prepared for such 
an oi^urrenoe, the object of tho expedition calling him directly into 
yie neighbourhood of the party of Iroquois that was known to be 
out, he considered the discovery as fortunate, rather than the 
Mva^Tfo, and jtook the usual precautions to turn it to account. 
JQi^ following the river to its source, and ascertaining the position 
fit. the rock^ he ^met another trail, and had actually been hovering 
|oj hoars on the flanks of his enemies, watching equally for an op* 
poirtupjity to meet his mistress, and to take a scalp; ana it may oe 
^es^ipned which ho most ardently desired. He kept near tho lakei 
#W (M^casionally he ventured to some spot where he cotild get a 
.siew of what was passing on its surface. The ark had been seen 
imd watched, from the moment it hove in sight, though the young 
^hief wfta necessarily ignorant that it was to be the instrument of 
^fleeting the desired juncture with his friend. The uncertainty of 
its. movements, and the fact that it was unqtiestlonably managed by 
white men, led him to conjecture the truth, however, and he held 
limse]f in readiness to get on board whenever a suitable occasion 
might offer. As the sun drew near the horizon, he repaired to the 
TQofc, where, ;OXi •emerging from the forest, he was gratified in lindiiig 
,the, j|£k lying, apparency in readiness to receive him. The manner 
loi hifi.aj)pearance^ and of his entrance into the craft, h known. 
., Aldiwigh Chingachgook had been closely watching his enemies 
,for hours, their sudju^n and close pursuit, as he reaclied the scow,- 
!|irfs as nmch a matter of surprise to himself, as it had been to his 
mend. He could only account for it by the fact of their being 
^laei^scawerous th^n he had at iirst supposed, and by their having 
iput naxties, of the existence of which ho was ignorant. Tlicir 
jceguiar* and permanent encampment, if the word permanent can be 
applied to the residence of a ^arty that intended to remain out, in 
^1 probabiiity, but a few weeks, was not far from the spot where 
.;fl[utter and Hurry had fallen into their hands, and, as a matter of 
^waxf^ iycar a spring* 

. ** Wel^ Sarpent,*^ asked Deerslayer, when the other had ended 
■^m- briot but spirited narrative, speaking always in the Delaware 
tongue, which for the reader's convenience only, we render into the 

fiv^ vernacular of the speaker. *' Well, 3arpent, as you've 
wvsjxouting around those Mingos, have you anything to tell us 
their captyvcs; the father of these young women, and another, 
^aPfl somewhat conclude, is the lovyer of one of *em." 
-r. *' Chingachgook has seen them. An old man, and a younj^ 
tWarnpr— the falling hemlock, and the tall pine." 
£: ".Tou're. jjot so much out, Delaware ; you're not so much out, 
tjOlA :Hutter IS decaying, of a sartainty, though many solid blocks 
might l)e hewn out of his trunk yet; and, as for Hurry Harry, lo 
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far as height, and &treiigth» and comeliness go, he may he ealled tii# 
pride of the human forest. Were the men hound, or in any mannw 
suffering torturer I ask on account of the young wonien; who, I 
dare to say, would he glad to know." 

"It is not so, Deerslayer. The Mingos are too many to cage 
their game. Some watch; some sleep; some scout; some hun4^« 
The pale-faces are treated like brothers to-day; to-morrow they 
will lose their scalps." 

" Yes, that's rea natur', and must he submitted to! Judith and 
Hetty, here's comforting tidings for you, the Delaware telling ma 
that neither your father nor Hurry Harry is in suffering; huL 
hating the loss of liberty, as well off, as we are ourselves. Of 
course they are kept in the camp; otherwise they do muck as they 
please." 

"I rejoice to hear this, Deerslayer," returned Judith, "and now 
ve are ioined by your friend, I make no manner of question that 
we shall find an opportuni^ to ransom the prisoners. If there ar» 
an^ women in the camp, I have articles of dress tha^t will catch 
their eyes ; and, should the worst come to the worst^ we can open 
the good chest, which I think will be found to hold things that may 
tempt the chiefs." 

"Judith," said the young man, looking up at her with a smUe, 
and an expression of earnest curiosity, that, spite of the growing 
obscurity, did not escape the watchful looks of the girl, "can you 
find it in your heart to part with your own finery to release prison-" 
ers ; even though one be your own father, and the other is your swora 
wiitor and lovyer?" 

The flush on the face of the girl arose in part from resentment^ 
hut inore perhaps from a gentler and novel feelirig, that, with the 
capricious waywardness of taste, had been rapidly rendering her 
more sensitive to the good opinion of the youth who questionea her, 
than to that of any other person. Suppressing the angry sensation, 
with instinctive quickness, she answered with a readuiesa fuai 
truth, that caused her sister to draw near to list^, though the 
.obtuse intellect of the latter was far from comprehending the work- 
.ings of a heart as treacherous, as uncertaiuj and as impetuous in 
iits feelings, as that of the spoiled and flattered beauty. 

" Deerslayer," answered Judith, after a moment s pause^ " X 
lihall be honest with you. I confess that the time ha9 been when 
what you call finery was to me the dearest thing on earth ; but I 
begin to feel differently. Though Hurry Harzj is nought to me, 
nor never can be, I would give all I own to set him free. If I would 
do this, for blustering, bullying, talking Hurry, who has nothing- 
hut good looks to recommend him, you may judge what I would do 
for my own father." 

" This sounds well, and is according to woman's gifts. Ah's me I 
The same feelin's is to be found among the young w^omen of the 
*;Dela wares. I've known 'em, often and often, sacrifice their vanity 
to Iheir hearts. 'Tis as it should be — 'tis as it should be, 1 suppose, 
ii'.both colours. Woman was created fi» the Deeiin's, »nd is. pr^y . 
ts^ch ruled by feelin* T 
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** Would tlie lavafires let father ffo, if Judith and I ^ve them 
fitll our befit things?" demanded netty, in h^r innocent, mild 
inanner. 

- " Their women might interferCj good Hetty ; yes, their women 
might interfere with such an ind m yiew. But, tell me, Sarpent, 
how is it as to sauaws among the knaves ; have they many of their 
own women in tne campr" 

The Delaware heard!, and understood all that passed; though 
"vnth Indian gravity and finesse he had sat, wita averted face* 
seemingly inattentive to a discourse in which he had no direct con* 
eern. xhus appealed to, however, he answered his friend in hia 
ordinary sententious manner. 

*' Six," he said, holding up all the fingers of one hand, and the 
timmb of ihe other; " besides this,*' The last number denoted his 
betrothed ; whom, with the poetry and truth of nature» he described 
By laying his hand on his own heart. 

** Did you see her, chief— did you get a glimpse of her pleasant 
dottntenance, or come close enough to her ear, to sing in it the 
0ong she loves so well?" 

** Ko, Deerslayer— the trees were too many, and leaves covered 
€ieir boughs, Hke clouds hiding the heavens, in a storm. But," 
and the young warrior turned his dark face towards his friend, 
with a smile on it that illuminated its fierce looking paint, and 
aaturally stern lineaments, with a bright gleam of human feeling ; 
*• GhiMachgook heard the laugh of Wan-ta !- Wah ; he knew it 
from the laugh of the women of the Iroquois. It sounded in his 
ears, like the chirp of the wren." 

" Ay, trust a lovyer's ear for that ; and a Delaware's ear for all 
sounds that are ever heard in the woods, t know not why it is so, 
Judith, but when young men— and I dares to say it may be all the 
same with young women, too— but when they get to have kind 
feelitt's towards each other, if s wonderful how pleasant the laugh 
or the speech becomes, to the other person. I've seen grim war- 
riors listening to the chattering ana the laughing of young girls, 
as if it was church music; such as is heard in the old Dutch 
church, that stands in the great street of Albany, where I've been 
more than once with peltry i^id game/* 

"Andyow, DeereAayer, said Judith quickly, and witli more 
8€fnaibility than marked her usually li^ht and thoughtless manner ; 
V hate yon never felt how pleasant it is to listen to the laugh of the 
girl you love?" 

••Lord bless you, jral !— why I've never lived enough among my 
own colour, to drop into these sort of feelin's,— no, never ! I dares 
to say, they are naf ral and right ; but to me there's no music so 
sweet astb^ sighing of the wind itk the tree tops, and the rippling 
of a st^am from a full. M)arkiin|^, natyve fountain of pure fresh 
water; imless, indeed,'- ne continued, dropping his head for an ^<'rc 
instant in a thoug^htful manner; " unless, indeed, it be the ope^tCvr. "*-- 
mouth of a sartain hound, when I'm on the track of a fat bu(^ ,* '■ f ~> 
As for nnsartain dogs, I care little for their cries, seein' they wi/ , ^ 
a» likely to speak when the deer is not in sight, as wheo it i». iC4" |" ^- 
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Judith walked slowly and pensively away, nor was there any. of 
her ordinary calculating coquetry, in the light tremulous sigh ttaL 
unconsciously to herself, arose tp her lips. On the other han J, 
Hetty listened with guileless attention, though it struck her simple 
mind as singular, that the young man should prefer the melody of 
the woods, to the songs of girls, or even to the laugh of innoeenc^ 
and joy. Accustomed, however, to defer, in most tlungs, to h^ 
Bister, she soon followed Judith into the cahin, where she took a 
peat, and remained pondering intensely over some occurrence, ot 
resolution, or opinion, which was a secret to all but herself. Left 
alone, Deerslayer and his friend resumed their discourse. 
. ** Has the young pale-face hunter been long on this lake ?'' de». 
mandedthe jDelaware, after courteously waiting for the other to 
gpeak first. 

" Only since yesterday noon, Sarpent ; though that has been long 
enough to see and do much." 

The gaze that the Indian fastened on his companlew was sakeen. 
that it seemed to mock the gathering darkness of the night. JlA 
the other furtively returned his look, he saw tJie two black ey^ 
glistening on him like the balls of the panther, or tlios6 of th^ 
penned wolf. He understood the meaning of this glowing ^aze» 
and answered evasively, as he fancied would best become tiie me^ 
desty of a white man's gifts. 

" Tisas you suspect, Sarpent; yes, 'tis somewhat that a-way. 
I have fell in with the £nimy, and I suppose it may be said I've 
fou't them, too." 

An exclamation of delight and esliltatidn escaped €he Indian'; 
and then, laying his hand eagerly on the arm of his friend, hd 
asked if there were any scalps taken. 

** That I tvill maintain, in the fece of all t^e Delaware tribe, old 
Tamenund, and your father, the great Uncas, as well as the resf, 
is ag*in white gifts ! Mi/ scalp is on my head, as you can sed, 
Sarpent, and that was the only scalp that was in dtmger, whencme 
side was altogether Christian and wmite/* 

** Did no warrior fall ?— Deerslayer did not get his name^ by 
being slow of si^htL or clumsy with the rifle !** 

** In that particular, chief, you're nearer reason, and therefin^ 
nearer being ri^ht. I may say one Mingo fell." 

** A chief r' demanded the ottier, with startlingvehemedoe". ' 

** Nay, that's more than I know, or can say. He was artfttl; and 
treacherous, and stout-hearted, and may well have gaajed popu- 
larity enough with his people to be named to that rai£. The mail 
*fou't well, though his eye wasn't quick enough for one who had 
had his schooling in your company. Delaware. 

** My brother and friend struck the body ?" 

'*' Iliat was uncalled for, seeing that the Mingo died in my anus. 
V^Q truth may as well be said at once ; he fou t like a man d re4 
gifts, and I fou't like a man with gifts of my own colour. €hKl 
Rave me the victory ; I couldn't flyjn the faoe of his providence bir 
lorgetting my birth and natttr^. White he made me, ftnd white I 
must live and die." 
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: •* Good ! Deemayer is a pale-face, and lias pale-face hands. A 
Pblaware will look for the scalp, and hang it on a pole, and sing a 
long in. his honour, when we go back to our people. The honour 
belongs to the tribe ; it must not bo lost." 

"This is easy talking, but 'twill not be as easy doing. The 
Mingo's body is in the hands of his fri'nda, and, uo doubt, is hid 
in Bom© hole, where Delaware cunning will never be able to get at 
4h'e scalp." 

-* Ihe young man then gave his friend a succinct, but clear account 
of the event of the morning, concealing nothing of any moment, 
nayi yet toaichingon everything modestlj;, and with a careful attcn- 
.tion. to avoid the Indian habit of boasting. Chingach.i^Qok agaiu ' 
expressed his satisfaction at the honour won by his friend, and then 
4)oth arase, the hpnr having arrived when it became prudent to 
move the ark further from the land. 

It "waa n»w quite dark ; . the heavens having become clouded, and 
'the stars hid. The north wind had ceased, as was usual, with the . 
•fleeting of th^fiun, axidalight airaroso from the south. This change 
feVowrini; the design of JDeerslayer, he lifted his grapnel, and 
,tte Boow immediately and quite perceptibly began to c&ift more 
jmtp the lake. The sail was set, when the motion of the craft in- 
creased to a rate not much less than two miles in the hour. As 
^ua «apeneded tho necessity, of rowing^an occupation that an 
(^dian would not be likely to desire— Deerslayer, Chirigachgook, 
and Judith seated themselves in the stern of the scow, where the 
^fiwt gqvfiraed its movements by holding the oar. Stqre they dis- • 
r<}Oujrsed,<^n their future movements, and on the means that ought 
to he used in order to eflfect the liberation of their friends. 
/ In this dialogue Judith held a material part ; the Delaware 
x^dily understanning all she said, while his own replies and re- 
Imarksy both of which were few and pithy, were occasionally ren- 
'dared into English by his friend. Judith rose greatly in the esti- 
mation of her companion, in the half hour that followed. Prompt 
ipi res^ution and firm of purpose, her suggestions and expedients 
partook of her spirit and sagacity, both of which were of a charao- 
.^r to find fcvour with men of the frontier. The events that had 
occurred since their meeting, as well as her isolated and dependent 
situatloBf indooed tha girl to feel towards Deerslayer like the 
l£ne)ld of a year, instead of an acquaintance of a day ; and so oom- 
^.plotely had /she been won by his guileless truth of character and of 
iJeolinig^pure novelties in our sex, as respected her own experience 
; — ^that his iDecBliaritios had excited her curiosity, and created a 
confidence that had never been awakened by any other man. 
Sitherto she had been compelled to stand on the defensive, in her 
iai^roourae with meit**with what success was best known to her* 
Jiolf ; but here had she been suddenly thrown into the society, aiid 
jjiQ^er the protection of a youth, who evidently as little contem- 
^atod evil towards herself as if he had been her brother. The 
fifi$tawsi& of his integrity, the poetry and truth of his feelings, and 
«ven the quaiutncss of his forms of speech, all had their iniiuence, 
and aided ja awakening an interest that she found as pure aa 11 
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was godden and deep. Hurry's fine face and manly £orm had 
never compensated for his boisterous and vulgar turn ; and her in« 
teroourse with the officers had prepared her to make oomparisons 
under which even his great natural advantages suffered. Bat this very 
intercourse with the officers who occasionally came upon the lake 
to fish and hunt, had an effect in producing her present sentmients 
towards the young stranfiper. With them, while her vanity had 
been gratified, and her self-love strongly awakened, she had many 
causes deeply to regret the acquaintance— *if not to mourn over it. 
in secret sorrow-pfor it was impossible for one of her quick intel*. 
Icet not to perceive how hollow was the association between supe* 
vior and inferior, and that she was regarded as the plaything of an 
idle hour, rather than as an equal and a friend, by even the best 
intentioned and least designing of her scarlet-clad admirers. Beer* 
filayer, on the other hand, had a window in his breast, through 
which the li^t of his honesty was ever shininsr ; and even his 
indifference to charms that so rarely &iled to produce a sensation^ 
piqued the pride of the eiii, and gave him an interest that another 
ieemini^ly more favoured by nature, might have failed to excite. 

In this manner half an hour passed, during which time the ark 
had been slowly stealing over the water, the darkness thickening 
around it ; thou&^h it was easy to see that the gloom of the forest at 
the southern end of the lake was getting to be distant, while the 
piountains that lined the sides oi the beautiful basin were ovcr« 
shadowing it nearly from side to side. There was, indeed, a narrow 
stripe of water in the centre of the lake, where ike dim lifi:ht that 
was still shed from the heavens fell upon its surface in aline ex- 
tending north and south ; and along this faint track— a sort of in* 
verted milky- way, in which the obscurity was not quite as dense 
aa in other places— the scow held her course, he who steered well 
knowing that it led in the direction he wished to go. The reader 
is not to fuppose, however, that any difficulty could exist as to the 
course. Tms would have been determined b^ that of the air, had 
it not been possible to distinguish the mountjuns, as well as by the 
dim opening to the south, which marked the position of the valley 
in that quarter, above the plain of tall trees, by a sort of lessened 
obscniitv ; the difference between the darkness of the forest and 
that of the night as seen onlj in the air. The peculiarities at length 
caught the attention of Judith and the Deerslayer, and the conver- 
sation ceased, to allow each to gaze at the solemn stiUness and deep 
jrepose of nature. 

'' 'Tifl a gloomynight," observed the girl, after a pause of several 
minutes. ^* I hope we may be able to find the castife." 

" Little fear <a our missing that, if we keep this path, in the 
middle of the lake," returned the young man. "Natur* has made 
OS a rood here, and, dim as it is, there'll be little difficulty in fol- 
lowing it." 

''Do you hear nothing, Deerslayer^ It seemed as if the water 
was stining quite near us !" 

'* SartaMy something did move the water, oncommon like ; it. 
nwt IwTe Infill afisk Thmt creator's jpKf npon^^oh other Joke 
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|nc& «nd animals on the land ; one has leaped into the air, and 
fallen back hard into his own element. 'Tis of little use, Tudith, 
lor any to strive to get out of their elements, sinoe it's nacur' to 
ftay in 'em { and nator* will have its way. Ha ! that sounds like 
a {Middle, used with more than common caution 1" 

At this moment the Delaware bent forward, and pointed siniifi- 
oantly into the boundary of gloom, as if some object had sudaenlv 
oau^t his eye. Both Peerslayer and Judith followed the direction 
of las gesture, and each rot a yiew of a canoe at the same instant. 
Ihe i^bmpse of this staming neighbour was dim, and, to eyes less 
practised, it might have been uncertain ; though to those in the 
ark the object was evidently a canoe, with a single individual in 
it ; the latter standing erect and paddling. How manj^ lay con- 
cealed in its bottom, of course could not be known* 1^'lignt, by 
meana of oars, from a bark canoe impelled by vigorous and skiltul 
hands, was utterly impracticable, and each of the men seized his 
)iiiein expectation of a conflict. 

" I can easily bring down the paddler," whispered Deerslayci; 
"bat we'll first hail mm, and ask his ar n'd." Then raising his 
Toice, he continued in a solemn manner, \* Hold 1 If you come 
nearer, I must fire, though contrary to my wishes ; and then sartin 
Oeath win follow* Stop paddling, and answer !" 

" Fixet and slay a poor, defenceless girl,'* returned a soft tremulous 
female voice, "and God will never forgive you I Qo your way, 
Deerslayer, and let me go mine." 

'* Hetty 1" exclaimed the young man and Judith in a breath) 
and the former sprang instantly to the spot where he had left the 
canoe they had been towinff . it was gone, and he understood thd 
whole a£»ir. As for the fugitive, frightened at the menace, she 
leased paddling, and remained dimly visible, resembling a spectral 
•utline of a human form standing on the water. At the next mo* 
ment, ^e sail was lowered, to prevent the ark from passing the spot 
^here tiie canoe lay. This last expedient, however, was not taken 
m time ; for the momentum of so heavy a craft, and ihe impulsion 
of the air, soon set her by ; bringing Hetty directly to windward, 
though still visible, as the change in the positions of the two boats 
now plaoed her in that species of milky- way which has been men* 
ttosed. 

'' What can this mean, Judith ^" demanded Deerslayer* ** Why 
has y^ur sister taken the canoe, and left us }" 

' ** You know she is feeble-minded, poor girl I and she has ker own 
lieas of what ought to be done. She loves her father more than 
most children love their parents — and then — *' 

^* Then what, gal ? This is a trying moment ; one in which truth 
must be spoken \" 

Judith £elt a generous and womanly regret at betraying her 
sister, and she hesitated ere she spoke again. But once more urged- 
hy Deerslayer, and conscious herself of all the risks the whole ftaty 
was running by the indiscretion of Hetty, she oould xefram na 
iMiger. J 
1 *^IhfiQ» X fMUTipoor, ^eak^ninded Hetty has not been altogetber 
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'eible to see the vanity, and madness, and folly tliat lie Md behind 
the handsome face and fine form of Hurry Harry. She talks of him 
in her sleep, and sometimes betrays the inclination in her wakings 
moments. 

" You think, Judith, that your sister is now bent on some mad 
'scheme to serve her father and Hurry, which will, in all likelihood^ 
give them riptyles, the Mingos, the mastership of a canoe ?" 

" Such, I fear, will turn out to be the fact, Deerslayer. Peer 
Hetty has hardly sufficient cunning to outwit a savage." 
' All this while, the canoe, with the form of Hetty erect in one ead 
jof it, was dimly perceptible; though the greater drift of thdark 
tendered it at each instant less and less distinct. It was evident 
"DO time was to be lost, lest it should altogether disappear* Thb 
.Tiiics were now laid aside as useless ; and then the two men seized 
the oars, and began to sweep the head of the scow round m the dit 
rection of the canoe. Judith, aeoustomed to the office, flew to the 
other end of the ark, and placed herself at what might be call»i tfat 
helm . Hetty took the alarm at these prenarations, which could not 
be made without noise, and ^»rted off like a bird that had been 
suddenly put up by the approach of une^tpeoted danger. 

As Deerslayer and his companion rowed with the energy of those 
who felt the necessity of straining every nerve, and Hett/s strength 
was impaired by. a nervous desire to escape, the chase would have 
quickly terminated in the capture of the furtive* had not the girl 
made several short ectud unlooked-for deviations in her course. 
These turnings gave her time, and they had also the effect of gra- 
dually bringingl)oth oonoe ana ark within the deeper gloom, cast 
by the shadows from the hills. They also gradually increased the 
idistance between the ftigitive and her pursuers, until Jildith 5aH^ 
out to her companions to cease rowing, for she had completely lost 

' Isight of the canoe. 

When this mortlfyincr announcement was made, Hetty woa 
actually so hear as to uncferstand every syllable her sister uttered ; 
.though the latter had used the precaution of speaking "as low »8 
circumstances would allow her to do, and to make herself heai^. 

. Hetty stopped paddling at the same moment, and waited the resist 

.'with an impatience that was breathless, equally from her late 
exertions and her desire to land. A dead silence immediately fell 

.4)n the lake ; during wBch the three in tbe ark ware using their 
senses dtfforently, m order to detect the position of tfhe <^anoe. 

; Judith leant forward to listen^ in the hope of catching some souiid 

. that might betray the direction in which her sister was stealing 
away ; wliile her two companions brought their eyes, as near as 
possible, to a level with the water, in order to detect any objectti thfet 
might be floating on its surface. All was vain, however, for neithte 

^jBOund nor sight rewarded their efforts. All this time, Hetty, wHo 
had not the cunning to sink into the canoe, stood erect, a finger 

.pressed on her lips, gazing in the direction in which the voices hAd 

' Deen heard^ resembling a statue of profound and timid attention. 

" Her ingenuity had barely sufficed to enable her to sei«e ^e eaiide» 
imd to quit tiie ark, i^ the noiseless maimer related; and then it 
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appeared to be momentarily exhausted. Even the doublings of the 
famofr had been as mvCah the conscquenoe of an uncertain hand, and 
of Aervotts agitation, as of any craftiness or calculation. ^ 

The pause continued several minutes; during which Deer- 
slayer and the Delaware conferred together, in the language of the 
latter. Then the oars dij^ed again, and tne ark moved awuy, 
rowing with as little noise as p^sible. It steered westward, a 
little southerly, or in the direction of the encampment of the enemy. 
Hating reached a point, at no great distance Irom the shore, and 
where the obscurity was intense, on account of the proximity of the 
land> it lay there near an hour, in waiting for the expected approach 
of Hetty ; who, it was thought, would make the best of her way to 
that spot, as soon as she believed, herself relieved from the danger 
«f Ipursoit. No Buooess rewarded this little blockade^ however; 
Jieitker appearanee nor sqund denoting the passage of the canoe. 
D&sappointed at this failnie^ and conscious of the importance of 
getting poissessiion of the .fortress, before it could be seized bv the 
cneiny, Deetslayer now took his way towards tke castle, with the 
."appifehensionthat all his foresight in securing the canoes, would 
J» defeated, by this unguarded aad alarming movement, ou the 
part of theieeblQ^mindea Hetty. 

^ CHAPTER X 

« Bnt=vv)ioiath»iriIdw<x»d 

' ' ICaj credit giv* to either eye Or eitf P 



.^leavesi. 
.. . Bghtlybira«, 

.Iteturtmig Miming uiswer I*' — Soawa. Buiuat, 

'FtiLRt as much as calculation, had induced Hetty to cease 
V. paddling, when she found that her nursuers did not know in which 

direction to proceed. She remained stationary, until the ark had 
fpnUed in near the encampment, as has been related in the pre- 
.ceding, chapter; when she resumed the padole, and with cautious 
^strokes made the best of her way towards the westerQ shore. In 
. ordeff to avoid her pursuers, however, who, she rightly suspected, 
-"HFould soon be rowing along that shore themselves, the head of the 
. (alloc was pointed so far north, as to brin^ her to land on a point 
, that thrust itself into the lake, at the distance of near a league 
•ifr^m tae.outlet. BTor was this altogether the result of a desire t6 
.■eaeapei !K)r» feeble-minded as she wa?, Hetty Hutt^r had a good 
I Ami of that instinctive caution, which so often keeps those whom 
;;.Go4 has thus visited from harm. She was perfectly aware of the 
, importance of keeping the canoes from faUing into the hands of 
ijkp Iroquois ; and long familiarity with the. lake had suggested one 
1 of the simplest expedients, by which this great object could be 
.jrendered compatible with her own nurposo. 
1 The point m question, was the first projection that offered on 
..that side of the lake, where a canoe, if set adrift with a southerly 
^ air, would float clear of the land ; and where it would be no great 
, violation of probabilities to support it might even hit the castlo ; 
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the latter lyinff above it, almost in a direct line with tlie wind 
Such then was Eetty's intention; and she landed on the extremity 
of the gravelly point, beneath an overhanging oak, with the 
express intention of shoving the canoe off firom the shore, in order 
that it might drift up towards her father's insulated abode. She 
knew, too, from the logs that occasionally floated about the lake, 
that did it miss the castle, and its appendages, that the wind 
would be likely to chancre before the canoe could reach the 
northern extremit^r of the lake, and that Deerslayer might have an 
opportunity of regaining it, in the morning, when no doubt he would 
be earnestly sweeping the surface of the water, and the whole of 
its wooded shores, with the glass. In all this, too, Hetty was less 
governed by any chain of reasoning, than by her habits : the latter 
often supplying the defects of mind, in human beings, as they per* 
form the same office for animals of the inferior classes. 

The girl was quite an hour finding her way to the point ; the 
distance and the obscurity equally detaining her ; bnt sne was no 
sooner on the gravelly beach, than she prepared to set tJie canoe 
adrift, in the manner mentioned. While in the act of pushing it 
from her, she heard low voices, that seemed to come from among 
the trees behind her. Startled at this unexpected danger, Hetty 
was on the point of springing into the canoe again, in order to 
seek safety in flight, when she thought she recognised the tones 
of Judith's melodious voice. Bending forward, so as to oatch the 
sounds more directly, they evidently came from the water ; and 
then she understood that the ark was approaching from the south, 
and so close in with the western shore, as necessarily to cause it 
to pass the point, within twenty yarda of the spot where she stood. 
Here, then, was all she could desire ! the eanoe was shoved off inte 
the lake, leaving its late occupant alone on the narrow strand. 

When this act of self-devotion was performed, Hetty did not 
retire. The foliage of the overhanging trees and bushes would 
have almost conc^ed her person, had there been light ; but in that 
obscurity, it was utterly impossible to discover any object thus 
shaded, at the distance of a few feet. Flight, too, was perfectly 
easy, as twenty steps wonld effectually bury her in ihe forest She 
remained, therefore, watching with intense anxiety, the result of 
her expedient, intending to call the attention of the others to the 
canoe, with her voice, should they appear to ^ass without observing 
it. The ark approached under its sail, again ; Deerslayer stand-, 
ing in its bow, with Judith near him, and the Delaware at the 
helm. It would seem that, in the baj below, it had got too close 
to the shore, in the lingering hope of intercepting Hetty ; for, as it 
came nearer, the latter distinctly heard the direotionfl that the 
young man forward, gave to his companion, in order to dear the 
point. 

•* Lay her head more off the shore, Delaware," said Deerslayer, for 
the third time, speaking in English, that his fair companion might 
imderstand his words ; °* lay her head well off shore. We have got 
embayed here, and needs keep the mast clear of the trees. Judith^ 
there s a canoe V* 
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The last words were uttered with great earnestness, apd Deer- 
slavtT's liana was on his rifle, ere they were fairly out of his mouth. 
But the truth flashed on the mind of the quick-witted g^rl, and sh© 
instantly told her companion that the hoat must be that in which 
her sister had fled. 

" Keep the scow straight, Delaware ; steer as straight as your 
bullet flies when sent ag'in a buck ; there, — I have it." 

The canoe was seized, and immediately secured again to the sid« 
of the ark. At the next moment the sail was lowered, and thft 
motion of the ark arrested, by means of the oars. 

** Hetty !" called out Judith, concern, even affection betraying 
itself in her tones ; ** are you within hearing, sister — for God's sake 
answer, and let me hear me sound of your voice, again I Hetty I — 
dear Hetty." 

" Vm here, Judith— here, on the shore, where it will he useless 
to ioUow me ; as I will hide in the woods." 

" Oh ! Hetty, what is't you do ! Remember 'tis drawing near, 
midnight, and that the woods are filled with savages ana wild 
beasts !" 

" Neither will harm a poor half-witted girl, Judith. God is as 
much with me, here, as he would be in the ark, or in the hut. I 
am going to help my lather, and poor Hurry Harry ; who will be 
tortured and slain, unless some one cares for them. 

" We all care for them, and intend to-morrow to send them a 
flag of truce, to buy their ransom. Come back then, sister ; trust 
to us, who have better heads than you, and who will do all we can 
for father." 

" I know your head is better than mine, Judith, for mine is very 
weak, to be sure ; but, I must go to father and poor Hurry. Do 
you and Deerdayer keep the castle, sister ; leave me in the hands 
of God." . 

" God is with us aU, Hetty— in the castle, or on the shore—- 
f ather as well as ourselves ; and it is sinful not to trust to his good-* 
ness. You can do nothing in the dark j will lose your way in the . 
forest, and perish for want of food." 

" God will not let that happen to a poot child that goes to serve 
her father, sister. I must try and find the savages." 

" Come back, for this night only ; in the morning, we will put 
you ashore, and leave you to dp as you may think right." 

'*You Bay so, Judith, and you think so; but you would not. 
Tour heart would soften, and you'd see tomahawks and scalping- . 
knives in the air. Besides, I've got a thing to tell the Indian chief, 
that will answer aU our wishes : and I'm afraid I may forget it, if 
I don't teU it to him at once. You'U see that he will let father go, 
as soon as he hears it !" 

"Poor Hetty! What can you say to a ferocious savage, that 
will be likely to change his bloody purpose?" 

** That which will friffhten him, and make him let father go,** 
returned the simple-minded ^1, positively. "You'll see, sister; 
you'U see how soon it will bring him to, like a gentle child 1" 

" Will you tell me, Hetty, what you intend to say ?" asked Deer- 
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Blayer; " I knowtlio savages well, and can form some idee liow far 
fair words will be likely, or not, to work on their bloody natur'&; 
If it's not suited to the ^ilts of a red-skin, 'twill be of no use ; fear 
reafen goes by gifts, as well as conduct." 

"Well, then," answered Hetty, dropping her voice to a loir, 
confidential tone ; for the stillness of the night, and the nearness of 
the ark, permitted her to do this, and still to be heuxL. ** WelL 
then, Deerslayer, as you seem a good and honest young man, I will 
tell ^ou» *I mean not to say a word to any of the savages, until I 
get face to face with their head chief, let them plague me with as 
many questions as they please ; no — 1*11 answer none of them, unless 
it be to tell them to lead me to their wisest man. Then, Deerslayer, 
I'll tell him that God will not forgive murder, and thefts; and that 
if father and Hurr^^ did go after the scalps of the Iroquois, he must 
return good for evil, for so the Bible commands, ^Ise he will go into 
everlasting i>uiii8hment. When he hears this, and feels it to be 
true, as feel it he must ; how long will it be before he sends father, 
and Hurry, and me, to the shore, opposite the castle; tellifig us all 
three to go our way in peace?" 

The last Question was put in a triumphant manner; and then the 
simple-minaed girl laughed at the impression she never doubted 
that her project had made on her auditors. Deerslayer was dumb- 
founded at this proof of guileless feebleness of mind ; but Judith 
had suddenly betnought her of a means of counteracting this wild 
project, by acting on the very feelings that had given it birth. 
Without adverting to the closing question, or the laugh, therefore, 
she hurriedly called to her sister b v name, as one suddenly impressed 
with the importance of what she uad to say. But no answer was 
given to the call. 

By the snapping of twigs, and the rustling of leaves, Hetty had 
evidently quitted the shore, and was already burying herself in the 
forest. To follow would have been bootless, since tiie darkness, as 
T^ell as the dense cover that the woods everywhere aflForded, would 
have rendered her capture next to impossible ; and there was also 
the never-ceasing dancer of falling into the hands of their enemies* 
After a short and melancholy discussion, therefore, iJie sail was 
again set, and the ark pursued its course towards its habitual 
moorings; Deerdayer silentiy felicitating himself on the recovery 
of the canoe, and brooding over his plans for the morrow. The 
wind rose as the party quitted the point, and in less than an hour 
they reached the castle. Here all was found as it had been left*, 
and the reverse of the ceremonies had to be taken, in entering the 
building, that had been used on Quitting it. Judith occupied a 
solitary bed that night, bedewing tne pillow with her tears, as sho 
thought of the innocent and hitherto neglected creature, who had 
becnhcr companion from childhood ; ana bitter regrets came ov^ 
her mind, from more causes than one, as the weary hours passed 
away, making it nearly mominff before she lost her recollection iB 
deep. Deerslayer ana the Delaware took their rest in the ark, 
Whero we shall leave them enjoyinjp the deep sleep of the honest. 
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tfie heal til ful, and fearless, to return to the girl wo hare last seen 
in the midst of the forest. 

When Hetty left the shore, she took her way unhe8itatingly*nto 
the woods, with a nervous apprehension of being followed. Luckily, 
this course was the best she could have Hit on to effect her own. 
purpose, since it was the only one that led her from the point. The 
night was so intensely dark, beneath the branches of the trees, that 
her progress was very slow, and the direction sho went altogether 
a matter of chance, after the first few yards. The formation of the 
ground, however, did not permit her to deviate far from the line in. 
which she desired to proceed. On one hand, il; was soon bounded 
by the acclivity of the hill; while the lalce, on the. other, served at 
a guide. For two hours did this single-hearted and simple-minded 
^irl toil through the mazes of the forest ; sometimes finding herself 
on the brow of the bank that bounded the watci^ and at others 
struggling up an ascent that warned her to go no farther in that 
directioif, since it necessarily ran at right angles to the course on 
which she wished to proceed. Her feet often slid from beneath her» 
and she got many falls, though none to do her injury; but, by the 
end of the period mentioned, she had become so weary as to want 
strength to ^o any farther. Rest was indispensable ; and she set 
about preparing a bed, with the readiness and coolness of one to 
whom the wilderness presented no unnecessary terrors; She knew 
that wild beasts roamed through all the adjacent forest, but animals 
that preyed on the human species were rare, and of dangerous 
ierpents there were literally none. These facts had been taught 
her by her father; and whatever her feeble mind received at all, it 
received so confidingly as to leave her no uneasiness from any 
doubts, or scepticism. To her the sublimity of the solitude in which 
she was placed, was soothing, rather than appalling; and she 
gathered a bed of leaves, with as much indifference to the circum- 
stances that would have driven the thoughts of sleep entirely frojn 
the minds of most of her sex, as if she had been preparing her place 
of nightly rest, beneath the paternal roof. 

As soon as Hetty had collected a sufficient nnmber of the dried 
leaves to protect her person from the damps of the ground, she 
kneeled beside the humble pile, clasped her raised hands in an atti« 
tude of deep devotion, and in a soft, low, but audible voice, repeated 
the Lord's prayer. This was followed by those simple and devout 
verses, so familiar to children, in which she recommended her soul 
to God, should it be called away to another state of existence, ere 
the return of morning. This duty done, she lay down and disposed 
herself to sleep. The attire of the girl, though suited to the season, 
Was sufficiently warm for all ordinary purposes; but the forest is 
ev^ cool, and the nights of that elevated region of country have 
always a freshness about them, that renders clothing more necessary 
ftna is- commonly the casa in the summers of a low latitude. This 
dad been foreseen by Hetty, who had brought with her a coarse 
iioavy mantle, which, when laid over her body, answered all the 
useful purposes of a blanket. Thus protected, she dropped asleep. 
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in a few minutes, as tranauilly as if watched over by the g^uardiaa 
care of that mother, who nad so recently been^ taken from her for 
ever — ^afibrdint^, in this particular, a most striking? contrast betweea 
her own humble couch, and the sleepless pillow of her sidter. 

Hour passed after hour, in a tranquillity as undisturbed and a 
rest as sweet, as if angels, expressly commissioned for that object* 
watched around the bed of Hetty Hutter. Not once did her soft 
eyes open, until the iB^rey of the dawn came struggling through tho 
tops 01 the trees, falling on their lids, and, united to the freshness 
of a summer's morning, giving the usual summons to awake. 
Ordinarily, Hetty was up ere the rays of the sun tipped the summits 
of the mountains; but on this occasion her fatigue had been so 
yreat, and her rest was so profound, that the customary warnings 
failed of their effect. The girl murmured in her sleep, threw an 
arm forward, smiled as gently^ as an infant in its cradle, but 
ttill slumbered^ In making this unconscious gesture, her hand 
fell on some object that was warm, and, in the half unconscious 
state in which she lay, sho connected the circumstance with her 
habits. At the next moment, a rude attack was made on her side* 
as if a rooting animal were thrusting its snout beneath, with a desiro 
to -force her position; and then, uttering the name of " Judith,'* she 
awoke. As the startled girl arose to a sitting attitude, she perceived 
that some dark object sprang from her, scattering the leaves and 
snapping 4ihe fallen twigs in its haste. Opening her eyes, and re* 
covering from the first confusion and astonishment of her situation^ 
Hetty perceived a cub, of the common American brown bear, ba- 
lancing itself on its hinder legs, and still looking towards her, as if 
doubtful whether it would be safe to trust its^ near her person 
again. The first impulse of Hetty, who had been mistress of several 
of these cubs, was to run and seize the little creature as a prize, but 
a loud growl warned her of the danger of such a procedure. Ke> . 
coiling a few steps, the girl looked hurriedly round, and perceived 
the dam, watching her movements, with fiery eyes, at no great 
distance. A hollow tree, that had once been the home of oeea, 
having recently fallen, the mother, with two more cubs, was feast- 
ing on Hie dainty food that this accident had placed within her 
reach; while the first kept a jealous eye on the situation of its 
truant and reckless young. 

It would exceed all the means of human knowledge to pretend td 
analyze the infiuences that govern the acts of the lower animab. 
On this occasion, the dam, though proverbially fierce when its' 
young is thought to be in danger, manifested no intention to 
attack the girl. It quitted the noney, and advanced to a place 
within twentjr feet of ner, where it raised itself on its hinder legsi 
and balanced its body in a sort of angry yowling discontent, bat 
approached no nearer. Happily, Hetty did not fly. On the con- 
trary, though not without terror, she knelt with her face toward* 
the animal, and with clasped hands and uplifted eyes, repeated the 
prayer of the previous night. This act of devotion was not the 
result of alarm; but it was a duty she never neglected to perform 
ere she slept, and when the return of consciousness awoke her to 



THE TymttmATBn. lis 

iC l)Tt^ness of fhe day. As the girl arose from her Tcneea, the bear 

'opped on its feet again, and collecting its cubs around hur, per- 
mitted them to draw their natural sustenance. Hetty was deii;. hted 
with this proot of tenderness in an animal that has but a very in- 
diiferent reputation for the gentler feelings ; and ae a cnb would 
quit its mother to fri&k and leap about m wantonnees, she felt f> 
!?trpng desire a«tin to catch it up in her arms, and pby with it 
But admonishea by the growl, she haa self-command snfiici^^it not 
to put this dangerous project in execution ; and, recollecting her 
errand among the hills, she tore herself away from the group, and 
proceeded on ner course, along the margin of the lake, of which she 
now caught glimpses again through the trees. To her surprise, 
though not to her alarm, the family of bears arose and followed her 
steps, keeping a short distance behind her ; apparently watching 
every movement, as if they had a near interest in all she did. 

In this manner, escorted by the dam and cubs, the girl proceeded 
nearly a mile, thrice the distance she had been able to achieve in 
the darkness, during the same period of time. Bhe then reached a 
brook that had dug a channel for itself into the earth, and went 
brawling into the lake, between steep and high banks, coveied with 
trees. Here Hetty performed her ablutions; then, drinking of the 
pure mountain water, she went her way, refreshed and lighter of 
neart, still attended by her singular companions. Her course now 
lay along a broad and nearly level terrace, which stretched from 
the top of the bank that bounded the water, to a low ae^Hvity that 
rose to a second and irregular platform above. This was at a part 
of the vaSley where the mountains ran obliquely, fonning the eom- 
inencement of a plain that spread between the hills, southward of 
the sheet of water. Hetty knew, by this circumstance, that she 
was getting near to the encampment, and had she not, the bears 
would have given her warning of the vicinity of human beings. 
Snuffing the air, the dam refused to follow any further, though the 
girl looked back and invited her to oome by childiA signs, and 
even by direct appeals made in her own sweet voice. It was while 
making her way slowly through some bushes, in this manner, with 
averted face and eyes rivetted on the immovable animals, that the 
girl suddenly found herself arrested by a human hand, iSmt was 
£dd lightly on her shoulder. 

*• Where go?" said a soft female voice, speaking hurriedly, and 
in ccacem* ** Indian— red-man— savage— wicked warrior— tnat-a» 
way. ' 

This unexpected salutation alarmed the girl no more than the 
dresence of tne fierce inhabitants of the wooos. It took her a little 
hj surprise, it is true, but she was in a measure prepared for some 
inch meeting j and the creature who stopped her wus as little likely 
io excite terror as any who ever appeared in the guise of an Indian. 
It was a girl, not much older than nerself, whose smile was sunny 
•8 Judith's in her brightest moments, whose voice was melody 
itself, and whose accents and manner hod all the rebuked gentle- 
ness that characterises the sex among a people who habitually treat 
their women as the attendants And verritors of tlM wamoIS^. 
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Beauty among the women of the aboriginal Amerioanfl, befose tbey 
have become exposed to the hardships of wives and mothers, is by 
no means uncommon. In this particular, the original owners of tho 
country were not unlike their more civilized. successors; nature 
appearing to have bestowed that delicacy of mien and outline that 
forms so great a charm in the youthful female, but of which they 
Bxe so early deprived ; and that too, as much from the habits .of 
domestic lite, as from any other cause. 

The girl who had so suddenly arrested the steps of Hetty, waf 
dressed in a calico mantle, that effectually protected all the uppi i? 
part of her person, while a short petticoat oi^blue cloth edged with 
gold lace, that fell no lower thanner knees, leggings of the sampi 
and moccasins of deer-skin, completed her attire. Her hair fell in 
long dark braids down her shoulders and back, and was partcJ 
above a low smooth forehead, in a way to soften the expression of 
eyes that were full of archness and natural feeling. Her face wa^. 
oval, with delicate features ; the teeth were even and white, irhJlfl 
the mouth expressed a melancholy tenderness, as if it wore' ibiA 
peculiar meaning in intuitive perception of the fate of a being, WJro 
was doomed from birth to endure a woman's sufferings, relieved.br 
a woman's affections. Her voice, as has been already intimate^ 
was soft as the sighing of the night air, a characteristic of thC^ 
females of her race, but which was so conspicuous in herself as t» 
have procured for her the name of Wah-ta !-Wah ; which, rendereoj; 
into English, means Hist-oh!- Hist. 

In a word, this was the betrothed of Chingachgook ; who, hating 
succeeded in lulling their suspicions, was / jaitted to wander 
around the encampment of her captors. Thtu indulgence was 1^ 
accordance with the general policy of the red-man, who well knew; 
moreover, that her trail could have been followed,^ in the event of 
^ght. It wiU also be remembered that the Iroquois, or Hurons, ^ 
k would be better to eall them, were entirely ignorant of the proxi* 
mity of her lover ; a fact, indeed* that she dfid not know herself. 

It is not easy to say which manifested the most self-possession at 
this tinexpecteid meeting, the pale-faoe or the red-^l. But, though 
a little surprised, Wah-ta !- Wah was the most wiQing to speak, and 
far the readier in foreseeing consequences, as well as in devisin^f 
means to avert them. Her father, during her childhood, had boeil 
much employed as a warrior, by the authorities of the colony; ani 
dwelling for several years near the forts, she had caught a know- 
ledge of the English tongue, which she spoke, in the usual, abbre- 
viated manner of an Indian, but fluently, and without any of ther 
ordinary reluctance of her people. 

"Where go?" repeated Wah-ta! -Wah,' returning the smile of 
Hetty, in her own gentle, winning manner; ** wicked warrior,, 
that- a-wsiy—good warrior, far off." 

" What's your nama ?" asked Hetty, with the simplieity of s 
child. 

" Wah-ta !«Wah. I no Mingo— good Delaware— Yengeese frlencf. 
Hingo very cruel, and love ecalp, for blood— Delaware lore him, for 
honour. Come here, where no eyet." 



THB DEEBSLATEB. 11{» 

7 TrjTIi-tal-TJrah now led her companioii towards -ie lake, do* 

ioeadiiig the hank so as to place its OYerhangmg trees and hushes 

Detween them and any prooahle ohservers ; nor did she stop until 

they wetre hoth seated, side hy side, on a fallen log, one end of which 

aiot»^j lay huried in the water^ 

. ** Wity you come for V* the young Indian then eagerly inqmredj 

•*i^to'^ you come from?" 

JJettK ^Id her tale in her own simple and tnith-loving manner. 

S^b.^ic§kine'd the situation of her father, and stated her desire to 

$elt^ him, and, if possihle, to procure his release. 

'•*'\fTiy your fader come to Min^o camp in night?" asked the 
Itt^iiin.girl, with a directness, which, if not horrowed from tha 
^Of^'partook largely of its sincerity. " He know it war-time, and 
fiC'no boy-^he no want heard— no want to ho told Iroquois carry 
tjtfotahawk* and knife, and rifle. Why he como night time, seize 
^Iby hair, and try to scalp Delaware ^irl ?** 

•;^Tour' said Hetty, almost sickening with horror; "did hd 
^^iifeiytt— did he try to scalp you f" 

.^'** Why no ? Delaware scalp sell for much as Mingo scalp. Ga« 
Ternof no tell difference. Wicked t*ing for pale-face to scalp. Nq 
Ijjkgifts, as the good Deerslayer alway tell me." 
^-|VA.nd do you know the Deerslayer ?" said Hetty, colouring with 
f eljl^t and surprise, forgetting her regrets at the moment, in the 
Emu^nce of this new feeling. *'I know him^ too. He is now in 
t^a^i^, with. Judith, and a Delaware, who is called the Big Ser« 
^^%,'\A hold and handsome warrior is this Serpent, too !" 
rjipit^ af the rich deep colour that nature had hestowed on tho 
xtldJUUJL heauty, the tell-tale hlood deepened on her cheeks, imtil thd 
tiiish gare new animation and intelligence to her jet-hlack eyes^ 
Samng a Unger in an attitude of warning, she dropped her Toice» 
aitready so sort and sweet, nearly to a whisper, as she continued liid 
diSi^urse. 

,. "Chingachgookl** returned the Delaware girl, Bi§:hing out the 
iy^rs3i namoi in sounds so softly guttural^ as to eausO it to reach the 
4at in melooj. " His father, tineas— great chief of the Mahioanni 
-f-net^ to old Tamenond ! More as warrior, not so much grey haii;^ 
atd %^ at counoil-fire. Tou know Serpent V 
\ '• He joined us last evening, and was in the ark with me, for two 
6t fluree hours before I left it. I'm afraid, Hist"— Hetty could 
not iirpno^nnc^ the Indian name, of her new friend, but having heard 
Deera^^^er give her this £[imiliar appellation, she used it, witiiout 
aby 01 the ceremony of civilized me; "I'm afraid, Hist, he has 
mna jl ter aoalps, as well as mv poor father and Hurry Harry T* 

. * why he shouldn't, ha ? Chingachgook red warrior, very red— • 
sealpmake his honour — be sure he take him." 

•^Theiit" said. Hetty, earnestly, "he will be as wicked as any 
other. God will not pardon in a red-man, what he will not pardon 
ilk a white man." 

:. **1S6 true," returned th^ Delaware girl, with a warmth that 
nearly amounted to passion; "no true, I tell youl The Manitou 
■mile and please when he see young warrior come back from the 
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war-path, with two, ten, hundred scalp on a p<^e f Chinffachgroot 
father taJce scalp, grandfather take scalp — all old chief take scalp*; 
and Chingachgook take as many scalp as he can carry, himself !" 

" Then, Hist, his sleep, of nights, must he .terrihle to think of! 
No one can be cruel, and hope to be forgiven." 

" No cruel — plenty forgiven," returned Wah-ta I-Wah, stamping 
her little foot on the stony strand, and shaking her head in a way 
to show how completely feminine feeling^, in one of its aspects, had 
gotten the better of feminine feeling in another. "I tell you. 
Serpent brave ; he go home, this time, with four, yes, tu;o scalp," 

"And is that his errand here? Did he really come all this dis- 
tance, across mountains, and valley, rivers and lakes, to torment 
his fellow- creatures, and do so wicked a thing:?" 

This question at once appeased the growing ire of the half-ofPendcd 
Indian beauty. It completely got the better of the prejudices of 
education, and turned all her thoughts to a gentler and more 
feminine channel. At first, she lookea around her, suspiciously; as 
if distrusting eaves-droppers ; then she gazed wistly into the fece 
of her attentive companion; after which this exhibition of girlish 
coquetry and womanly feeling, terminated by her covering her faee 
with both her hands, and laughing in a strain that might weU be 
termed the melody of the woods. Dread of discovery, however, 
soon put a stop to this naive exhibition of feeling, and removing 
her hands, this creature of impulses gazed again wistfully into the 
face of her companion, as if inquiring how far she might trust a 
stranger with her secret. Although Hetty had no claim to her 
sister's extraordinary beauty, many thought her countenance the 
most winning of the two. It expressed all the imdisguised sincerity 
of her character, and it was totally free from any of the unpleasant 
phvsical accompaniments that so frequently attend mental imbe* 
cihty. It is true that one accustomed to closer observation than 
common, might have detected the proofs of her feebleness of intel- 
lect in the finguace of her sometimes vacant eyes, but they were 
signs that attrjfcted sympathy by their total want of guile,, rather 
than any other feeling. The effect on Hist, to use the English and 
more familiar translation of the name, was favourable ; and yielding 
to an impulse of tenderness, she threw her arms around Hetty, ana 
embraGed her with an outpouring emotion, so natural* that it Was 
only equalled by its warmth. 

** Tou good," whispered the young Indian ; '*you good^ I know ; 
i It is so long since Wah-ta !-Wah have a Mend — a sister— anybody 
I to speak her heart to ! you Hist fdend ; don't I say trut* f 

** I never had a friend," answered Hetty, retunmig the warm 
embrace with unfeigned earnestness ; ** I've a sister, out no Mend. 
Judith loves me, and I love Judith ; but that's natural, and as we 
are taught in the Bible ; but I should like to have a friend! 1*11 
be your Mend^ with all my heart; for I like your voice, and your 
smile, and your way of thinking in everything, except about tha 

"^0 t'ink more of him— no say more of scalp," interrupted Hist, 
jootbingly; *^yoa pale-fdc€|» I xed-akin; >re brin^ up ^sSst&fiX 
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iMhion. Deerslayer and Chingacligook great fi*icnd, and no the 
aame colour; Hist and— what your name, pretty pale-faoe ?" 

" I am called Hetty, thougn when they spell the name in the 
Bible, they always spell it, Esther." 

** What that make ?— no good, no harm. No need to spell name 
jit all. Moravian try to make Wah-ta !-Wah spell, but no wont 
let him. No good for Delaware girl to know too much— know more 
than warrior some time ; that great shame. My name Wah-ta l- 
Wah—tliat say Hist, in your tongue; you call him, Hiat— I caU 
him, Hetty." 

These preliminaries settled to their mutual satisfaction, the two 
girls began to discourse of their several hopes and projects. Hetty 
made her new friend more fully acquainted with her intentions in 
behalf of her father ; and, to one the least addicted to prying into 
the affairs of others, Hist would have betrayed her own leeMngs and 
expectations in connexion with the young warrior of her own tribe. 
Enough was revealed on both sides, nowever, to let each party get 
a tolerable insight into the views of the other, though enough still 
remained in mental reservation, to give rise to the following 
Questions and answers, with which the interview in effect closed. 
As the quickest- witted, Hist, was the first with her interrogatories, 
folding an arm about the waist of Hetty, she bent her head so as to' 
look up playfully into the face of the other ; and, laughing, as if 
her meaning were to be extracted from her looks, she spoke more 
plainly^ 

" Hetty got broder, as well as fader }** she said ; " vhy no- talk of 
hcoder, as well as fader ?" 

'* I have no brother. Hist. I had one once, they say ; but he ie 
dead many a year, and lies buried in the lake-, by the ude of 
niother." 

** No got broder— got a young varrior ; love him, almost as mneh 
as feder, eh? Very handsome, and brave-looking; fit to be chief, if 
he food as he seem to be." 

"It 'a wicked to love any man as well as I love my father, and so 
I strive not to do it. Hist, returned the conscienfious Hetty, who 
knew not how to conceal an emotion by an approach to an untruth 
as venial as an evasion, though powerfully tempted by female shame 
to. err; " though I sometimes tnink wickedness will get the better 
of me, if Hurry comes so often to the lake. I must tell you the 
truth, dear Hist, because you ask me; but I should fall down and 
die in the woods, if he knew it !" 

" Why he no ask you, himself? Brave-looking^— why not bold 
l^eaking ? Young warrior ought to askyounr girl ; no make young 
girl ^ak first, iiiingo girls too shame for tfutt" 

This was said indignantly, and with the generous warmth a young 
female of spirit would be ai)tto feel, at what she deemed an invasion 
of her sex's most valued privilege. It had little influence on the 
simple-minded, but also just-minded Hetty; who, though inhe- 
rently feminine in all. her impulses, was much more idive to the 
workmgs of her own heart, than to any of the usages m^ which 
convention has protected the sensitiveness of her sex. 
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"Ask me whatP* the startled girl demanded, witb. a sndd^etneBS 
that proved how completely her fears had been aroused. " Ask njeu- 
if I like him ns well as I do my own father ! Oh ! I hope lie -will 
never put such a question to tne, for I should have to answer, and 
that would A»V/ me!" • 

** No — no— no kill, quiU almost," returned the other, laughinj? in 
spite of kerself. ** Make blush come — make shame come, too ; but 
he no stay great while; then feel happier than ever. Young 
warrior must tell young girl he want to make wife, else never can 
live in his wigwam." 

" Harry don't want to marry me — ^nobody wiU ever want to 
marry me, Hist." 

" How you can know ? P'r'aps everybody want to marry yovt 
and by-and-bye, tongue say what heart feel. Why nobody want 40 
marry you?" .i 

** 1 am not full-witted, they say. Father often tolls me this ; and' 
80 does Judith, sometimes, when she is vexed ; but I shouldn't sg^ 
much mind them, as I did mother. She said so once ; and then slio 
cried as if her heart would break; and, so, I know I'm not fuLl-r 
witted." 

Hist gazed at the gentle, simple girl for quite a minute, without 
peaking; when the truth appeared to flash all at once on the min^ 
of the young Indian maid. Pity, reverence, and tenderness seemed 
struggling together in her breast ; and then, rising suddenly^ she 
indicated a wish to her companion that she would aQCOmi)any her 
to the camp, which was situated at no great distonoe. This unex*. 
nected chan^, from the precaution that Hist had previously mani-* 
tested a desire to use, in order to prevent being seen, to an opea 
exposure of the person of her fnend, arose from the perfect oon- 
viction that no Indian would harm a being whom the Great &ipixi% 
had disharmed, bv depriving it of its strongest defence, reason. In 
this respect, nearly all unsophisticated nations resemble each other; 
appeojring to offer spnontaneously, by a feeling creditable to humoBf 
nature, that protection by their own forbearance, whidi has been 
withhdd by the inscrutable wisdom of Providence. Wah-ta !-Wab« 
indeed, knew that, in many tribes, the mentally imbecile «nd tht 
mad, were held in a speeies of religious reverence ; receiving from 
the untutored inhabitants of the forest respect and honours, instc^ud 
ti the contumely and neglect that it is their fortune to meet with^ 
among t^ more pretendmg and sophistioated. 

Hetty accompanied her new friend without apprehensiim or xe^ 
luctanoe. It was her wish to reach the camp ; and, sustained by 
her motives, she felt no more concern for the consequences, t^ndid 
her companion herself, now the latter was apprised of the diaraotct 
oi the protection that the pale-faoe maiden carried with her. fitilL 
as they proceeded slowly along a shore that was tangled with (Xwt¥ 
hanging bushes, Hetty continued the discourse, assuming the xiffioo 
of interrogating, which the other had instantly dropped, as soon as 
she ascertained the character Qf the mind to wliich her questions 
had been addressed. 



'"*"lRit vou are not Iialf-intted/* said Hettv; **«hd ihere'A no 
nesiaon wny the Serpent should not marry yon. * 

"Hist prisoner, and Mingpo got large ear. No speak of Ghingach- 
geek ^hen they by. Promise Hist that, gpood Hetty." 

**I know — 1 know," returned Hetty, half- whispering', in her 
eagemete to let the other see she understood the necessity of 
caution. " I know— Deerslayer and the Serpent mean to get you. 
away from the Iroquois; and you wish me iwt to tell the secret." 

"How you know?" said Hist, hastily; vexed at the momeni 
that the other was not even more feeble-minded than was actually 
tile eAbe. " Ho««? yon know ? Better not to talk of any but fader 
and Hurry; Mingo understand that; he no understand t'other. 
Bromide you rio tadk about what you no understand." 
' " Dut I do understand this, Hist; and so I must talk about it. 
Deerslayer as good as told father all about it, in my presence ; and» 
{(6 nobody totd me not to listen, I overheard it all; as I did Horry 
and father's discourse about the scalps." 

" Very bad for pale-faces to talk about scalps, ami very bad for 
yon-Ag WDman to near over I Now you love Hist, I know, Hetty, 
and so, among Indians, when love hardest never talk most." 
■ ** That's not the wuy among white people, whof talk most about 
^m they love best. I suppose it's because Fm only half-witted' 
ihat I don't see the reason why it i^onld be so different among red 
people." 
'• ^^That what Deerslayer call their gift One ^ift to talk ; t'other 

fifb to hold their tongue^ Hold-tongue your gift, among Mingos. 
t ^Seypent wnnt io see Hi^t, so do tietty want to see Hurry. A. 
gocd girl never teli secret of a friend." 

HeStv understood this appeal; and she promised the Delawaro* 
girl not to make any allusion to th<e presence of Ohingachgook, or 
to the motive of his visit to the lake. 

•* Ma;^be he get off Hurry and fader, as well as Hist, if let him 
fcave his way, whispered Wah-tal-Wahto her companion, in a 
confiding, flattering way, just as they got near enough to the en« 
eampment to hea» the voices of several of their own sex, who were 
itppaecmtly oeeupied in the usual toils ' of women of their class* 
•tXfaiiak o£ tbat, Hetty, and put two, twenty finger on mqnl^ 
K^dget'friends free without Serpent do it.'* 

A. better expedient oould not have been adopted, to secure the 
silence and discretion of Hetty, than that which was now presented 
toiler mind^ • As the liberation of her fiather and the young frontier- 
tokn was the great object of her adventure, she felt the connection 
between it and the services of the Delaware ; and with an innocent 
kragbf she nodded her head, and* in the same suppressed manner^ 
promised a due attention to the wishes of her friend. Thus assured. 
Hist tatried no longer, but immediately and openly led the way 
inixy the encampment of her captors. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

.*' The gr««t Eisg of kines 
Hatli in the table of his l»w commanded, 
That thon shalt do no murder. 
Take heed ; for he holds vengeanee in hn hBnd; 
To hail upon their heads that break hia law."— SHAZSHMn* 

That the party to which Hist compulsorily belonged was not one 
that was regularly on the war-path, was evident by the presence of 
females. It was a small fragment of a tribe that had been hunting 
and fishing within the English limits, where it was found by the 
commencement of hostilities, and, after passing the winter and 
spring by living on what was strictly the property of its enemies, 
it chose to strike a hostile blow before it finally retired. There was 
also deep Indian sagacity in the manoeuvre which had led them so 
fcir into the territory of their foes. When the runner arrived who 
tnnounoed the breaking out of hostilities between the English and 
French— a struggle that was certain to carry with it all the tribes 
that dwelt within the influence of the respective belligerents— this 
particular party of the Iroquois were posted on the shores of the 
Oneida* a lake that lies some fifty miles nearer to their own frontier 
than that which is the scone of our tale. To have fled in a direct 
line for the Canadas, would have exnosed them to the dangers of a 
direct pursuit; and the chiefs had determined to adopt the expe- 
dient of penetrating deeper into a region that had now become 
dangerous, in the hope of being able to retire in the rear of their 
pursuers, instead of iiaving them on their traU. The presence of 
the women had induced the attempt at this rtt^; the stren^hof 
these feebler members of the party being unequal to the eflort of 
escaping from the pursuit of warriors.^ When the reader remem- 
bers the vast extent of the American wilderness, at that early day, 
he will perceive that it was possible for even a tribe to remain 
months undiscovered in particular portions of it ; nor was the 
danger of encountering a foe, the usual precautions being observed, 
as great in the woods as it is on the high seas, in a time of active 
, warfare. 

The encampment being temporary, it offered to the eye no more 
than the rude protection of a bivouac, relieved in some slight degree 
by the ingenious expedients which suggested themselves to the 
readiness of those who passed their lives amid similar scenes. One 
lire, that had been kindled against the roots of a living oak, sufficed 
for the whole party; the weather being too mild to require it for 
any purpose but cooking. Scattered around this centre of attrac- 
tion, were some fifteen or twenty low huts — ^perhaps kennels would 
lie a better word— into which their difierent owners crept at night, 
and which were also intended to meet the exigencies of a storm. 
These little huts were made of the branches of trees, put together 
with some ingenuity, and they were uniformly topped with bark 
that had been stripped from fallen trees; of which every virgin 
forest possesses hundreds, in all stages of decay. Of furniture they 
had next to none. Cooking utensils of the simplest sort were lying 



near the fire j a few articles of clothing were to he seen in, or around 
the hats; rifles, horns, and pouches leaned against the trees, or 
were suspended from the lower branches ; and the carcases of two 
or three deer were stretched to view on the eame natural shambles. 

As the encam<pment was in the midst of a dense wood^ the eye 
could not take in its tout ensemble at a glance ; but hut after hut 
started out of the gloomy picture, as one gazed about him in quest 
of objects. There was no centre, unless the lire mi^^ht be so con- 
sidered — ^no open area where the possessors of this rude village 
might con^egate ; but all was concealed, dark, covert and cun • 
ning:, like its owners. A few children strayed from hut to hut, 
giving the spot a little the air of domestic life ; and the suppressed 
laugh, and low voices of the women occasionally broke in upon 
the deep stillness of the sombre forest. As for the men, tney 
eiliier ate, slept, or examined their arms. They conversed but 
little, and then usually apart, or in groups withdrawn from the 
females; whilst an air of untiring, innate watchfulness and ap- 
prehension of danger seemed to be blended even with their slum- 
pers. 

As the two ^irls came near the encampment, Hetty tittered a 
slight exclamation, on catching a view of the person of her father. 
He was seated on the ground, with his bacjc to a tree, and Hurry 
stood near him, indolently whittling a twig. Apparently they 
were as much at liberty as any others in or about the camp ; and 
one unaccustomed to Indian usages would have mistaken them for 
visitors, instead of supposing them to be captives. Wah-ta !-Wah 
led her new friend quite near, them, and then modestly withdrew, 
that her own presence might be no restraint on her fedings. Btit 
Hetty was not snjBBoieirtly familiar with caresses, or outward de- 
monstrations of fondness, to indulge in any outbreaking of feeling. 
She merely approached and stood at her father's side without 
speaking, resembling a silent statue of filial aflfection. The old 
man expressed neither alarm, nor surprise, at her sudden appear- 
ance. In these particulars, he haa caught the stoicism of the 
Indians ; well knowing that there was no more certain mode of 
•ecuring their respect tnan by imitating their self-command. !N^or 
did the savages themselves betray the least sign of emotion at this 
fttidden, appearance of a stranger among them. In a word, this 
arrival produced much less visible sensation, though occurring 
under circumstances so peculiar, than would be seen iu a village of 
higher pretensions to civilization, did an ordinary traveller drive 
Up to ^e door of its principal inn. Still, a few warriors collected, 
and it was evident by the manner in which they glanced at Hetty 
as they conversed together, that she was the subject of their dis- 
course, and probable that the reasons of her unlooked-for appear- 
ance were matters of discussion. This phlegm of manner is 
characteristic of the North American Indian— some say of his 
white successor also — ^but, in this case, much should be atstributed 
to the peculiar situation in which the party was placed. The foice 
in the ark, the presence of Chingach^ook excepted, was well known, 
Ua tribe 0t body of troops waa believed to be near, and vigilant 
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tyes were posted rotmd the entire lake, watching:, day and falght 
the slightest movement of those whom it would nci he exaggerated 
now to term the hesieged. 

Hutter was inwardly mnch moved by the conduct of Hetty> 
though he affected -so much indifference of manner. He recol<* 
kcted her gentle appeal to him, before he left the ark, and misfor^ 
tune rendered that of weight, which might have been forgotten 
amid the triumph of success. Then he knew the simple, singl^-^ 
hearted fidelity of this child, and understood why she had comej 
and the tdtal disregard of self that reigned in all her act&. 

" This is not well, Hetty," he said, deprecating the eoftsequeneeis 
to the girl herself, more than any other evil. " These are fierce 
Iroquois, and -as little apt to forget an injury, as a favour. "^ 

"Tell me, father," returned the girl, looking furtively ttbowt 
her, as if fearful of being overheard, " did God let you do ttto 
cruel errand on which you came ? I want muoh to know this, that 
I may speak to the Indians plainly, if he did not." 

" You should not have oome hither, Hetty ; these brutes WiH 
not understand your nature, or your intentions !" 

"How was it, father? neither you, nor Hurry, se^is to haVA 
anything that looks like scalps." 

" If that will set your mind at peace, child, I can answer youf 
BO. I had caught iho young crcatur' who came here with yoa^ 
but her screeches soon brought down upon me a troop of the ifild-^ 
cats, that was too much for aiiy single Christian to withstand. If 
that will do you any good, we are as innocent of having tak^n: a 
scalp this time, as I make no doubt we fihall also be ianocc«rt?of 
leceiving the bounty." 

" Thank you for tha^t, father ! Now I can i^ak boldly to the 
Iroquois, and with an easy conscience. I hope Hurry, too, ha9 
Hot been able to harm any of the Indians ?" 
. "Why, as to that matter^ Hetty," returned the individual » 
question, " you've put it pretty muoh in the nafcyve character of 
the religious truth. Hurry has not been «6/e, and that is- the knf 
and short of it. I've seen many squalls^ (Ad. fellow, both on land 
and on the Wat^, but never did I feel one ^s lively «iid ad snappish 
as that whi^ oome down upon us, night afore last, in the ishape at 
an Indian hurrah-boys ! Why, Hetty, you're no great matter ;a(t 
a reason, or an idee that lies a little deeper than common 9 but 
i^ou're human, and have some human notions ;**-now, I'll just ask 
you to look at these circumstances. Here was old Tom, T^ur 
fa^er, and myself, bent on a legal operation, as is to be seen in t&e 
words of the law and i^e proclamation, thinking no haxm ; whei^ 
We were set upon by critturs that were more like a pack of hiusgry 
wolves, than mortal savages even, and there they had us tetheneo; 
like two sheep, in less time than it has taken me to tell yon th^ 
story." 

** You are free now. Hurry," returned Hetty, glancing tiaddlf 
at the fine unlettered limbs of the young giant.^^ " You have wf 
cords, or withes, to pain your arms, or legs, now." ^ 

"Not I, Hetty. Natujr' is natur', and fteedom is aatw^ tw 



Iff limlM lave a free look, but that's prettiy mncli &e amount of 
it) sin'- 1 can't use them in the way I should like. Even these 
trees have eyes ; ay, and tongues, too ; for was the old man, here, 
0|rj, to start o&e sinele rod besrond our gaol limits, sarvice would 
lb pjat on the bail afore we could ' gird up our loins' for a race: 
ana, like as not« four or five rifle-bullets would be travelling after 
ffif <9irrying so many invitations' to curb our impatience. There 
is^'t a gaol in the Colony as tight as this we are now in ; for I've 
mad tl^e vartue of two or three on 'em, and I know the mater' aLs 
the3r are made of, as w^ as the men that made *em ; takin' down 
beiagtthe aext step in sohoolin' to puttin' up, in all »ioh fabrica- 
tions**' 

Lest the reader shoidd get an exaggerated opinion of Hurry's 
flefloorits, from this boastiul and indiscreet revelation, it may be 
wdl to say that his o£Sences were confined to assaults and batten es* 
for Several of which he had been imi>risoned, when, as he has just 
said, he often escaped by demonstrating the fiimsiness of the con* 
^tractions in which he was confined, by opening for himself doors, 
yi spots where the architects had neglected to plaoe them. Bui 
HeUy had no knowledge of gaols, and little of the nature of crime, 
beyond what her im.adulterated and almost instinctive perceptioni 
o^ right and wrong taught her» and this sally of the rude beinff 
w^Q had spoken, was lost upon her. She understood his genend 
njeaning, Boweyer, and answered in reference to that alone. . 
v"It*s so beet, Hurry," she said. 'Ut is best father and yoT» 
9^ould be quiet and peaceable, till I have spoken to the Iroquois^ 
when all will be well and happy. I don't wish either of you to 
follow, but leave me to myself As soon as all is settled, and yon 
av0r ab liber^ to go baok to the castle, I will come and. let you 

Hetty spoke with so mtieli simple earnestness, seemed so eonfi^ 

fct<otl sudcoss, and wore so high an air of moral feeling and truth, 
t both the listeners felt more disposed to attach an importance 
t9> h&t. mediation, than might otherwise have happened. When 
fllhe> tnanifosted an intention to quit them, therefore, they offered 
]p» plfstacle, though they saw she was about to join the group of 
^eSiifipho wete consulting apart, seemingly on ike Bkanner and 
Okptive of her. own sudden appearance* 

.'.When Histr—for so we love best to eaU hor— quitted her o(MDpa« 
]|iaii,*df strayed near one or two of the elder warriors, who had 
shovfnli^.mnst kindness in her captivity, — the principal man of 
wIloiaiiad^eyeB/Dfiered to adopt her as his child, if she would con* 
4Sttt to become a Huron* In taking this direction, the shrewd girl 
iid. 00 to invite inquiry. 8he was too well trained in the habits of 
iter people, to obtrude the opinions of one of her sex and years on 
W^n ond warriors ; but nature had furnished a tact and ingenuity 
that enabled her to attract the attention she desired, without 
WiMnding tho prid& of those whom it was her duty to defer to and 
wspeot. Even her a:ftccted iudificrcnco stimulated curiosity ; and 
^etty had hardly reached ti\e side of her father, before the Dela- 
wtue &x\ was brous:ht rithin 1^9 oircl« of ikQ warriors, by a secrot 
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but significant gresturc Here she was questioned as to tlie pra* 
senee of her coupanicn, and the motives that had broug^ht her to 
the camp. This was all that Hist desired. She explained the 
manner in which she had detected the weakness of Hetty's reason, 
rather exagj^eratrng than lessening the deficiency in her intellect ; 
and then she related, in general terms, the object of the girl in 
venturing among her enemies. The effect was all that the speaker 
ex|)ected; her account investing the person and character of their 
visitor with a sacredness and respect, that she well knew would 
prove her protection. As soon as her own purpose was attained, 
Hist with£*ew to a distance, where, with female consideration, and 
a sisterly tenderness, she set about the preparation of a meal, that 
was to be offered to her new fidend, as soon as the latter might be 
at liberty to partake of it. While thus occupied, however, the 
ready girl in no degree relaxed in her watchfulness ; noting every 
change of countenance among the chiefs, every mov ement of Hetty » 
and the smaller occurrences tiiat could be likely to affect her own 
interests, or that of her new Mend. 

As Hetty approached the chiefs, they opened their little circle* 
with an ease and deference of manner, that would have done credit 
to men of more courtly origin. A fallen tree lav near, and the 
oldest of the warriors made a quiet sign for the mil to be seated on 
it, taking his place at her side, with the gentleness of a father. 
The others arranged themselves around the two, with grave dig- 
iiity ; and then the girl, who had sufficient observation to peroeive 
that such a course was expected of her, began to reveal the object 
of her visit. The m(»nent she opened her mouth to speak, however, 
the old cihief ^ve a gentle sign for her to forbear, said a few words 
to one of his j-uniors. and then waited in silent patience until tlie 
latter had summoned Hist to the party. This interruption pro- 
ceeded froan the chief's having discovered that there existed a 
necessity for aa interpreter ; few of the Hurons present imderstaad* 
ing the English language, and they but imperfectly. 

Wah-ta !- Wah was not sorrv to be called upon to be present at 
the interview, and least of all in the chaaraoter in which she was 
now wanted. She was aware of the hazards she ran, in attempting 
to deceive one or two of the party ; but was none ihe less resolved 
to use every means that offered, and to practise every artifice that 
an Indian education could supply, to conceal the facts of the vici- 
nity of her betrothed, and oi the errand on which he had come. 
One uni»iictised in the expedients and opinions of savage life, 
would not have suspected tiie readiness of invention, the warinesa 
of action^ tihe high resolution, the noble impulses, the deep self- 
devotion, and the feminine disregard of self, where the affeetions 
were concerned, that lay concealed beneath the demure looks, ihe 
mild eye, and the sunny smiles of this young Indian beauty. As 
she approached them, the grim old warriors regarded her with 
pleasure; for they had a secret pride in the hope of engrafting 89 
rare a scion on the stock of their own nation ; adoption bdn^ as 
icigulady practised, and as distinctly recognised among the tnbes 
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of Amerioa, as it ever had been among tho8e na ns that submit to 
th« Bway of Uie ciyil law. 

As soon as Hist was seated by the side of Hetty, the old chief 
desired her to aak ** the fair young pale-face" what had brought 
her among the Iroquois, and what they could do to serve her. 

" TeU them, Hist, who I am — Thomas Hutter's youngest 
daughter ; Thomas Hutter, the oldest of their two prisoners ; ho 
who owns the castle and the ark, and who has the best right to 
be thought the owner of tibese MUs, and that lake, since he has 
dwelt so loDg« and trapped so long, and iished so long, among them. 
They'll know whMu you mean by Thomas Hutter, ii you^ tell them 
that* And then tell them that Tve come here to convince them 
they ought not to harm father and Hurry, but let them go in peace, 
ajoa to ^eat them as brothers, rather than as enemies. Kow tell 
them all this plainly, Hist, and fear nothing for yourself or me ; 
God will protect us.*' 

Wah-ta!-.Wah did as the other desired; taking care to render 
the words of her friend as literally as j)ossible into the Iroquois 
tonfirue, a language she used with a readiness almost equal to that 
wkfi. which she spoke her own. The chiefs heard this opening ex- 
planation, with grave decorum ; the two who had a little knowledge 
of £ngli^ intimattng their satisfaction with the interpreter, by 
furtive but significant glances of the ey-es. 

** And now, Hist," continued Hetty, as sooa as it was intimated 
lo her that she might i»-oceed ; ** and now. Hist, I wish you to teH 
these red men, word for word, what I am about to say. TeU them 
first, IjuLt father and Hurry came here with an intention to take as 
many scalps as they could ; for the wicked governor and the province 
have offered money for scalps ; whether of warriors, or women, 
men or children ; and the love of gold was too stron g for their hearts 
to withstand it. Tell them this, dear Hist, just as you have heard 
it from me, woa^d for word." 

Wah-ta l-Wah hesitated about rendering this speeches literally 
03 had been desired ; but detecting the intelligence of those who 
ond^stood. English, and apprehending even a greater knowledge 
than they actually possessed, she founa herself compelled to com- 
phr. Contrary to what a civilized man would have expected, the 
admission of the motives and of the errands of their prisoners* 
produced no visible effect, on either the countenances or the 
feelings of the listentrs. They probably considered the act 
meritorious, and that wliich neither of them would have hesitated . 
to perform in his own person, he would not be apt to censure in 
anther. 

" And now, Hist," resumed Hetty, as soon as she perceived 
that her first speeches were understood by the chiefs; you caa 
tell them more. They know that father and Hurry did not suc- 
ceed s and therefore they can bear them no grud;; e for any harm 
that has bem done. If they had slain their children and wives, 
it would not alter the matter ; and I'm not certain that what 
I am about to teU th^n would not have more weight had there . 
been mischief done. But ask them first, Hist, if they know then 
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is a God, who reiofna oyer the wholo earth, and is ruler and chirf 
of all who live, let them he red, or white, or what colour thoy 
may?" 

Wah-ta !-Wah looked a little surprised at this question; for tho 
idea of the Great Spirit is seldom long ahsent from the mind of an 
Indian girl. She put the question, as literally as possible, howerer, 
and received a grave answer in the afltonative. 

" This is right," continued Hetty, " and my duty will now be 
light. This Great Spirit, as you caU our God, has caused a book to 
be written, that we call a Bible ; and in this book have been set 
down all his commandments, and his holv will and pleasure, and 
the rules by which all men are to live, ana directions now to govern 
the thoughts even, and the wishes, and the will. Here, this is one 
of these holy books, and you must tell the chiefs what I am about 
to read to them from its sacred pages." 

As Hett}r concluded, she reverently unrolled a small English 
Bible fvoTp. its envelope of coarse caUco ; treating the volume Mdth 
the sort of external respect that a Eomanist would be apt to show 
to a religious relic. As she slowly proceeded in her task, the grim 
warriors watched each movement with riveted eyes ; and when they 
saw the little volume appear, a slight expression of surprise escaped 
one or two of them. But Hetty held it out towards them, in triumph, 
as if she expected the sight would produce a visible miraole ; and 
then, without betraying either surprise or mortification at the 
stoicism of the Indian, she turned eagerly to her new Mend, ia 
order to renew the discourse. 

" This is the sacred volume. Hist," she said, " and these words, 
and lines, and verses, and chapters, all came from God !" 

" Why the Great Spirit no send book to Indian, too?" demanded 
Hist, with the directness of a mind that was totally unsophis- 
ticated. 

" Why }*' answered Hetty, a little bewildered by> question m 
tmexpected. " Why ?--Ah ! you know the Indian* don't know 
" Low to read." 

If Hist was not satisfied with this explanation, she did not deen 
the point of suificient importance to be pressed. Simplv bendiiMr 
her Dody, in gentle admission of the truth of what she heardi 
she sat patiently awaiting the further arguments of the pale-faoe 
enthusiast. 

*' You can tell these chiefs, that throughout this book, men art 
ordered to forgive their enemies ; to treat them as they would bre^ 
thrcn ; and never to injure their fellow-creatures, more especially on 
account of revenge, or any evil passion. Do jou think you can teU 
them this, so that they will understand it. Hist?" 

" Tell him well enough ; but he no very easy to understand.** 

Hist then conveyed the ideas of Hetty, in the best manner she 
could, to the attentive Indians ; who heard her words with soum 
such surprise as an American of our own times would be apt io 
betray at a suggestion that the great modem, but vaoiUating ruler 
of things human, public opinion, might be wrong. One or two of 
their number, however, having met with missionariea«,8aidafew 
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' wdids In explanation, and then the croup gave all its attention to 
,tibio commtinications that were to follow. iJefore Hetty resumed, 
she inquired earnestly of Hist if the chiefs had understood her, and 
'<ec©ivin«r an evasive answer, was fain to be satisfied. 

•* I will now read to the wjfrriors some of the verses that it is 
good for them to know," continlied the girl, whose manner grew 
more solemn and earnest as she proceeded ; ** and they will remem- 
ber that they are the very words of the Great Spirit, i'irst, then, 
▼e are commanded to * Jbove thy neighbour as thyself* Tell them 
«*«*, dear Hist." 

** Nei]prhbour for Indian, no mean pale-face," answered the Dela- 
virre girl, with more decision than she had hitherto thought it 
necessary to use. " Neighbour mean Iroquois for Iroouois, Mohican 
for Mohican, pale-face for pale-face. No need tell chief anything 
else." 

•'You forget, Hist, these are the words of the Great Spirit, and 
•the chiefs must obey them as well as others. Here is another 
coitHnandment: * TThosocvsr shall smite tliee on the right cheeky 
tttm to him the other also* " 

**What that mean?" demanded Hist, with the quickness of 
lightning. 

H^etty explained that it was an order not to resent injuries, but 
rather to submit to receive fresh wrongs from the offender. 

•* And hear this, too, Hist," she added. " * Love your enemies^ 
Hem them that curse ym^ do good to them that hate yoUy and pray 
for them which despitefuUy use you and persecute you,* " 

By this time Hetty nad become excited; her eye gleamed witji 
the earnestness of her feelings, her cheeks flushed, and her voice, 
asuaDy so low and modulated, became stronger and more impres- 
sive* Witii the Bible she had been early made familiar by her 
mother ; and she now turned from passage to passage, with sur- 
prifeing rapidity, taking care to cull sucn verses as taught tixe 
iBublime lessons of Christian charity and Christian forgiveness. 
To translate half she said, in her pious earnestness, Wah-ta!-Wah 
^onld have found impracticable, had she made the effort; but 
■wonder held her tono;ue-tied, equally with the chiefs; and the* 
young, simple-mindea enthusiast, had fairly become exhausted 
with hei own efforts, before the other opened her mouth, again, to 
utter a syllable. Then, indeed, the Delaware girl gave a brief 
tl^slation of the substance of what had been both read and said, 
confining herself to one or two of the more striking of the verses, 
iSiose that had struck her own imagination as the most paradoxical, 
«fid which certainly would have been the most applicable to the 
case, could the unmstructed minds of the listeners embrace the 
gireat moral truths they contained. 

* It will be scarcely necessary to tell the reader the effect that 
Kneh novel duties would be likely to produce amon^ a grou^ of 
Indian warriors, with whom it was a species of religious principle 
never to forget a benefit, or to forgive an injury. Fortunately, 
the previous explanations of Hist had prepared the ininds of the 
Blirons Ipr something extravagant ; and most of that which to 
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them seemed ioooiudBteiit and paradoxical, was acoonnted for by 
the fieict that the speaker possessed a mind that was oonstitute4 
difTerently &om those of most of the human race. Still tJiere were 
one or two old men who had heard similar doctrines from tU^ 
missionaries, and they felt a desire to occupy an idle moment by 
pursuing a subject that they found so curious. 

" This is the Good Book of the pale-faces," observed one af these 
chiefs, taking the volume from the unresisting hand of Heit^, 
who gazed anxiously at his face, while he turned the leaves, as i| 
she exacted to witness some visible results from the circumstance* 
** This is the law by which my white brethren profess to live? " 
^ Hist, to whom this question was addressed, if it miG:ht be con^ 
sidered as addressed to any one in narticular^ answerea simply ia 
the affirmative; adding that both the Erench of the Canadas, ana 
the Yengeese of the British provinces equally admitted its autho- 
rity, ana affected to levere its principles. 

" Tell my young sister,'* said the Huron, looking directly fl[t 
Hist, " that I will open my mouth and say a few words." 

** The Iroquois chief go to speak-— my pale-face friend listen,** 
«aid Hist. 

"I rejoice to hear it!*' exclaimed Hetty. "God has touched 
his heart, and he will now let father and Hurry go ! " 

** This is the pale- face law,** resumed the cnief. "It tells him 
to do good to them that hurt him; and when his brother asks him 
for his rifle, to give him the powder-horn too. Such is the pal^ 
face law?" 

" Not so— not so," answered Hetty earnestly, when these wordd 
had been interpreted. " There is not a word about riHes in the 
whole book ; and powder and bullets give offence to the Great Spirit/* 

" Why, then, does the pale-face use them? If he is ordered to 
give douole to him that asks only for one thing, why does he take 
double from the poor Indians, who ask for no thina: ? He comes 
from beyond the rising sun, with his book in his hand, and he 
teaches the red-man to read it ; but why does he forget, himself, all 
it says ? "When the Indian ffives, he is never satisfied ; and now he 
offers gold for the scalps of our women and children, though he 
^alls us beasts if we take the scalp of a warrior killed in open war. 
Jlyname is Rivenoak." 

When Hetty had got this formidable question fairly presented 
to her mind in the translation, and Hist did her duty with more 
than usual readiness on Ihis occasion, it scarcely need pe said that 
she was sorely perplexed. Abler heads than that of this poor girl 
have frequently been puzzled by questions of a similar drift ; and 
it is not surprising, that with all her own earnestness and sinceritgr, 
she did not Know what answer to make. 

"What shall T tell them. Hist?" she asked imploringly; "I 
l-noto that all I have read from the book is true; and yet it wouldn't 
seem to be so, would it, by the conduct of those to whom the book 
was given?" 

"(jive 'em pale-face reason," returned Hist, iion^oaUyj ''tibl^ 
Always good ibr one side } though be bad for t'othec* * 



^19^ BO, Histt there o«i- 1 be two sides to trath— and vet it does 
_jem strfm^e! I'm certain I have read, the verses rig^ht, aad no 
one would be so wicked as to print the word of Qod wrong. That 
«an never be, Hist." 

" Well, to poor Indian girl, it seem everything can be to pale< 
faces," returned the other, coolly. " One time 'ey say white, and 
one time *ey say black. Why, then, never can be f " 

Hetty was more and more embarrassed, until, overcome with the 
apprehension that she had failed in lier object, and that the lives 
ot&er father and Hurry vrould be the forfeit of some blunder of 
her own, she burst into tears. From that moment the manner ot 
fiist lo£^ all its irony and cool indifference, and she became the 
Ibnd caressing friend again. Throwing her arms round the afflicted 
gisrl, she attempted to soothe her sorrows by the scarcely ever failing 
i^emedy of female sympathy. 

** Stop cry— no ciy," she said, wiping the tears from the faoe of 
Hetty, as she would have performed the same office for a child, and 
/stopping to press her, occasionally, to her own warm bosom with 
the aflSsetion of a sister; *^why you so trouble? You no make he 
book, if he be wrong; and you no make he pale-face, if he wicked. 
There wicked red-man, ana wicked white-man—no colour all good 
— ^no colour all wicked. Chiefs know that well enough." 

Hetty soon recovered from this sudden burst of grief, and then 
her mind reverted to the pur|)ose of her visit, with all its single- 
hearted earnestness. Perceiving that the grim-looking chiefs weie 
still standing around her, in grave attention, she hoped that another 
effort to convince them of this right might be successful. 

*' Listen, Hist," she said, struggling to suppress her sobs, and to 
8i>eak distinctly; **tell the chiefs that it matters not what the 
wicked do — aright is ri^ht — ^the words of the Great Spirit are the 
words of tlie Great Spirit— and no one can go harmless for doing 
an evil act, because another has done it before him ? * Render good 
for evil,' says this book, and that is the law for the red-man as well 
ftB for the white-man." 

" Never hear such a law among Delaware, or among Iroquois,** 
answered Hist, soothingly. " No good to tell chiefs any such law 
•8 that. Tell *em somet'ing they believe." 

Hist was about to proceed, notwithstanding, when a tap on the 
f&oulder, ftom the finger of the oldest chief, caused her to look up. 
S&e then neroeived that one of the warriors had left the group, and . 
Was already returning to it with Hutter and Hurry. Understand- 
ing that the two last were to become parties in the inquiry, she 
became mute, with the unhesitating obedience of an Indian woman. 
In a few seconds the prisoners stood face to face with the principal 
men of the captors. 

" Daughter," said the senior chief to the voung Delaware, ask 
4Ws gre^eard why he came into our camp ? * 

The question was put by Hist, in her own imperfect English, but 
isx a way that was easy to be understood. Hutter was too stem and 
v^tinate, by nature, to shrink from the conse^iuences of any of hit 
p/ota, and he wa« e^lso too famiUar with tlie opiniims of the savages 
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not to imjteav^d that nothing was to be gained hy eqniT . 
or an njHtianly dread of their anger. Wnhout hesitaxing:, to 
for^ he avowed the purpose with M-hidi he had landed, merely jm^d 
tifying it by the fact that the government of the province hadl^ 
lii^h for scalps; This frank avowal wias received by the Ifomioia 
with evident satisfaction, not so much, however, on account <» ^ds^ 
advantage it gave them, in a moral point cf view, as by t)rovi»gr 
that they had captured a man worthy of occnpying their thoughts, 
and of becoming a subject of their revenge. Hurry, when interro- 
gated, confessed the truth, though he would have been mow ^^^ 
posed to concealment than his sterner companion, did the drenmjf 
stances very well admit of ita adootion. But he had tact enottjg^ 
to discover that e<^uivocation would be useless, at that momeiti 
and he made a merit of necessity by imitating a frankness, which^ 
in the case of Hutter, was the offspring of habits of indifferenee; 
acting on a disposition that was always ruthless and reckless ^ 
personal consequences. ^ , . -^ 

As soon as the chiefs had received the answers to their questions^ 
they walked away in silence, like men who deemed the matter disr^ 
posed of, all Het^'s dogmas being thrown away on beings trained 
in violence, from infancy to manhood. Hetty and Hist were tto# 
left alone with Hutter and Hurry, no visible restraint being jjlaccd 
on the movements of either ; though all four, in fact, were vigii 
lastly aiid unceasingly watched. As respects the men, care w»J 
had to prevent them from getting possession of any of the rifles tha€ 
l^y scattered about, their own included ; and there all open mapt^ 
testations of watchfulness ceased. But they, Vrjio were 8<y exper 
rieneed in Indian practices, knew too wdil how great was the mi^ 
tance between appearances and realitv, to become the dupes of this 
seeining carelessness. Although both thought incessantly of the 
means, of escape, and this without concert, each was aware of th^ 
nselessness of attempting any project of the sort that was not deeply 
laid, and prolnptly executed. They had been long enough in thi^ 
encampment, and were sufficiently observant, to have adcertainra. 
that Hist, also, was a sort of captive ; and, presuming on -the cir« 
cumstance, Hutter spoke in her presence more openly than h6 
might otherwise have thought it prudent to do ; inducing Hurry w 
be equally unguarded by his example. 

'•m not blame you, Hetty, for coming on this errand, whie(. 
was well meant;^ if not very wisely planned," commenced th« 

fither, seating himself by the side of nis daughter, and taiing'ner 
and : a sign of affection that this rude bein? was aocnfctomed fb 
manifest to this particular child : " but preaching, and the Bib}^ 
are not the means to turn an Indian from his ways. Has Dcet*» 
flayer sent any message ; or'has he any scheme by vrhieh he tHiikli 
to get us free ?" • 

-Ay, that's the substance of it !** put in Hurry ; ** if yon can 
help us, gal, to half a mile of freedom, or even a good start of ii 
short quarter, I'fl-answer for the rest. Perhaps the old man xaxf 
want a little more, but for ope of my height and years, i^ toI 
meet all objections,** ^' ' 
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THefey looked distressed, turning her eyes from one to the other ; 
'fapij^&he had no i^iswer to give to the question of the recklesa 

ri^?ISiW,'* she said, "neither Deerslayer nor JndiUi jknew of my 
Qoniidgt until 1 had left the ark. They are afraid the. Iroquois wiu 
]sa)L&araft, and try to get off to^ the hut, and think more of de-. 
fading ikat, &an of coming to aid you." 

Iq*/ 3Sror-no— no," said Hist, hurriedly, though in a low voice, and 
B9^ her face bent towards the earth, in order to conceal froni those 
ir^^m ^he knew to be watx^hing them the fact of her spcaldng at alli^ 
^So, noi no, .Deerslayer different man. He no t'ink of defending 
'^^f^i^i u Jbieind in danger. Help one another, an d all get to hut.' 
^^"^This sound^^weJl, old Tom," said Hurry, winking and laugh- 
£fl^^ though he, too, used the precaution to speak low* " Give me 
-^(/eadj^wittedsquawforAfn'nd, and though Til not downright 
iefy an Iroquois, I think I would defy the devil." 
;,^*;ffo italk loud," said Hist; **some Iroquois got Yengeese 
^BHgWji sijau all got Y^geese ear.*' 

f)'^*^flave wo a fi-iond in you, young woman?" inquired Hutter, 
TO^t ^vn.increasinff interest in the conference. "It so, you maj^ 
^u^ate. on a solid reward ; and nothii^^ will be easier than to send 
ymlto your own .tribe, if we can once fairly get you off with us to 
2(0/ castle. Give us the ark, and the canoes, and we can command 
||^:lak», spito of 4ill the savages in the Canadas. IJothing but 
timikry could, drive us out of the castle, if we can get back to it/ 
^j^T yS pose 'ey cow a^^hore to take scalp?"" retorted Hist, with cod 
Ufiby, at wjuch £he girl appeared to be more expert than is common 
^ihersex, 

oiT -^1 ay— that was a mistake ; but there is little use in lam^nta* 
|jbn». and Jjass stilL young woman, in flings," 

'*|Vither/* said Hetty, ** Judith thinks of breaking open the big 
esV, in hopes of finding something in that which may buy your 
^j^om of Qie savages.' 
^;A darl^ look came over Hutter at the announcement of this fact, 
Md he. muttered his dissatisfaction in away to render it intelligible 
jj> jJliJresent* 

*• what for no break open chest?" put in Hi&t. "Life sweeter 
i^^uipld chest-rfiealp sweeter than old chest. If no tell darter to 
Jfeajt him open, Ww^-ta 1-wah no help him to run away." 
I'.V Ye tnow not what ye ask— ye areout silly girls, and the wisest 
jys^'ior y^both is to speak of what ye understand, and to speak, oc 
nothing else. I little like this cold neglect of the savajjes, Hui*ry j 
S s q pieof that they think of something serious, and, if we are to 
^0: anything, wo must do it soon. Oan we count on this young 
woman, think you?'' , 

^.?* listen," said Hist, ^Luickly, and with an earnestness that 
' ipoved how much her feelings were concerned ; " Wah-ta !-wah no 
oquois— all over Delaware — got Delaware heart — Delaware feel- 
- JShe prisoner, too. One prisoner help t'other prisoner. No 
o>- Jto talk more, now. Darter stay with father— Wah-ta !-wah 
come and see friend — all look right — then tell what he do." 
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TIlis was Bald in a low Toioe, but difitiiiotly, aad in ff mansisr to 
make an impression. As so<hi as it was uttered, the grirl arose mni 
left the group, walking composedly towards the hut she ooci^^« 
as if she had no farther interest in what might pass between tha 
three pale*faces. 

CHAPTER XII. 

t* She speaks mnch of her father ; si^s the hears 
Thore^B tricks i' the world ; and hems, and beats her hsjirt? 
BpurBseoiioiiahratstnnrs; speaks tiungs in ^ab^ 
Oniat cany but half sense ; her speeoh is notluiigt 
Tet the unsuspected use of it doth move 
The hearers to collection."— ^HJJLSrBASX. 

We left the occupants of the castle and the ark buried in sleepL 
Once or twice, in the course of the night, it is true, Deerslayer, or 
the Delaware, arose and looked out upon the tranouil lake*, when, 
finding all safe, they returned to their pallets, and slept like meix 
i^ho were not easily deprived of their natural rest. At the first 
signs of the dawn, the former arose, however, and made his per« 
sonal arrangements for the day; though his oompanion, whose 
nights had not been tranquil, or without disturbance, of late, con* 
tinned on his blanket until the sun had fairly risen. Judith, too» 
was later than common, that morning, for the earlier hours of the 
night had brought her little of either refreshment or sleep. But ere 
the sun had shown himself over the eastern hills, these, too, were 
up and afoot ; even the tardy, in that region, seldom remaining on- 
tbeir pallets after the appearance of the great luminary, ^ 

Chingachgook was in the act of arranging his forest toilet, when» 
Deerslayer entered the cabin of the ark, and threw him a few- 
coarse but light summer vestments, that belon^^ed to Hutter. 

" Judith hath given me them for your use, daief,** said the lat- 
ter, as he cast the jacket and trousers at the feet of the Indian ; 
"for it's ag'in all prudence and caution to be seen in your war- 
dress and paint. W ash off all them fiery streaks from your cheeks. . 
put on these garments, and here is a hat, such as it is, that will 
S^ve you an awful oncivilized sort of civilization, as the mis-> 
sionaries call it. Kemember that Hist is at hand, and what we 
do for the maiden must be done while we are doing for others. I 
know its ag'in your ^ifts and your natur' to wear clothes, unless 
they are cut and carried in a red man's fashion, but make a vartue 
of necessity, and put these on at once, even if they do rise a little 
in yoiir throat." 

Chingachgook, or the Serpent, eyed the vestments with strong 
disgust ; but he saw the usefulness of the disguise, if not its abso^ 
lute necessity. Should the Iroquois discover a red-man in or about 
the castle, it might, indeed, place them more on their guard, and 

S've their suspicions a direction towards their female captive. Any- 
ing was better than a failure, as it regarded his betrothed, and, 
afteir turning the different garments round and round, examining 
them with a species of grave irony, affecting to draw them on in a 
way that defeated itself, and otherwise maiufesting the reluctance 
of a young savage to coniine his limbs in the usual appliances of 



#MIimd Hfb, ^e cliief submitted to the directions of his eompanion» 
imd finally stood forth, so far as the eve could detect, a red-man in 
dolour alone. Little was to be apprehended &om this last pecu- 
Karity, however, the distance from the shore, and the want of 
glasses, preventing any very close scrutiny, and Deerslayer, him- 
self, though of a brighter and fresher tint, had a countenance that 
was burnt by the sun to a hue scarcely less red than that of hif 
Mohican companion. The awkwardness of the Delaware, in his 
new attire, caused his friend to smile more than once that day, but 
he carefully abstained from the use of any of those jokes which 
would have been bandied among white men on such an occasion: 
the habits of a chief, the dignity of a warrior on his first path, and 
the gravity of the circumstances in which they were placed, unit- 
ingto render so much levitsr out of season. 

The meeting, at the morning meal, of the three islanders, if wo 
may use the term, was silent, grave, and thoughtful. Judith 
showed, by her looks, that she had passed an imquiet night, while 
the two men had the future before them, with its unseen and un 
Known events. A few words of courtesy passed between Deer 
slayer and the girl, in the course of the breakfast, but no allusion 
was made to their situation. At length Judith, whose heart was 
ftill, and whose novel feelings disposed her to entertain sentiments 
more gentle and tender than common, introduced the subject, and 
this in a way to show how much of her thoughts it had occupied in 
^G course of the last sleepless night. 

"It would be dreadful, Deerslayer/* the gfrl abruptly exclaimed, 
*' should anyUiing serious befal my father and Hetty ! We cannot 
remain quietly here, and leave them in the hands of the Iroquois, 
without Dethinking us of some means of serving them." 

'* I'm ready, Judith, to sarve them, and all others who are in 
trouble, could the wajr to do it be p'inted out. It's no trifling mat- 
ter to foil into red-skin hands, when men set out on an a'r'n d like 
that which took Hutter and Hurry ashore ; that I know as well 
as another; and I wouldn't wish my worst inimy in such a strait, 
much less them with whom I've journeyed, and eat, and slept. 
Have you any scheme, that yon would like to have the Sarpent 
and me indivour to carry out ?" 

I* I know of no other means to release the prisoners, than by 
bribing ttio Iroquois. Thevare not proof against presents; ana 
we might offer enough, perhaps, to make them think it better to 
carry away what to them will be rich gifts, than to carry away 
poor prisoners ; if, indeed, they should carry them away at all I" 

" This is well enough, Judith ; yes, it's well enough, if the inimy 
iff to be bought, and we can iind articles to make the purchase with. 
Your fother has a convenient lodge, and it is most cunningly 
placed ; thoueh it doesn't seem overstock'd with riches that will be 
likely to buy nis ransom. There's the piece he calls JKilldeer, might 
count for something, and I understand there's a keg of powder 
about, which might be a make-weight, sartain ; and yet two able- 
bodied men are not to be bought off for a trifle— besides '* 

"Besides what ^' demanded Judith, impatiently, observing that 
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the other hesitated to i^roceed, probably h^m a sdacluM '%k: 

distress her. ^ 

« "Wliy, Judith, the Frenoh^rs ofer bounties as well as oar ^mx: 
fiide ; and the prioe of two scalps would pucehase a keg of povdeci 
and a rifle ; though I'll not say one of the latter altogether as good 
as Killdeer, there, which your father ya'nts as oncommon^ and* 
onequalled, like. Bnt fair powder, and a pretty sortain rifle ; vuk. 
then the red-men are not the cxpartest m fire-arms, and doA^^ 
always know the difference atwixt that which is ra'ol, and th«bL 
which is se^nin^." ' •? 

"This is horrible !" muttered the girl, struck by the homely^ 
manner in which her companion was accustomed to state his £»Bt9*' 
** But you overlook my own clothes, Dcerslayor ; and they, I thxnk^ 
nught go far with the women of the Iroquois," 

" No doubt they would ; no doubt they would, Judith," returned 
the other, looking at her keenly, as if he would ascertain whefliet 
she were really Capable of making such a sacrifice. " But, ore. yom, 
sartain, gal, tou could find it in your heart, to part with your owa^ 
finery for sueii a purpose ? Many is the mau who has thought !»' 
was valiant till danger stared him in the face ; I'to known them» 
too, that consaited they were kind and ready to give away all thep: 
had to the poor, when they've been listening to other people's hai£: 
heartedness ; but whose nsts have denoh'd as tig^ht as the liven 
hickory, when it came to downright ejSerings of their owa« Besidto*^ 
Judith, you're handsome — oncommou in that way, tme . mif^C 
obsarve, and do no haim to the truth ; and they thxit have beauty, 
like to have that which will adorn it.. Are you sartaia you. cculd: 
find it in your heart to part with your own nnery Y' 

The. soothing allusion to the personal charms of the girl was well-^. 
timed, to counteract the effect produced by the distrust that the 
young man expressed of Judith s devotion to her filial duties. Ha4.- 
another said as much as Deerslayer, the e<MnpIiment would -most 
probably have been overlooked in the indignation awakened bg- 
the doubts ; but even the unpolished sincerity, that so often, madft. 
this simple-minded hunter bare his thoughts, had a charm for tho, 
girl ; and while she coloured, and for an instant her eyes flashed 
fire, she could not find it in her heart to be really angry with onft 
whose very soul seemed truth and manly kindness. Look htr 
reproaches she did ; but conquering the desire to retort^ idie SttOn. 
Deeded in answering in a nuld and Mendly manner. 
> "You must keep ^ all your favourable opinions for the Delanrarer 
girls, Deerslayer, if you seriously think thus of those of ^Tii:^ 
own colour," she said, affecting to lau^h. "But, try mc; if 
you find that I regret either riband or feather, silk or mnslijw 
then may you think what you please of my heart, and say ithat 
you think," . .'jj 

" That's justice ! The rarest thing to find on 'arth, is a tmlji 
JuBt man. So says Tam^nund, the wisest prophet of the I)ehif» 
wares ; and so all must think, that have occasion to see, and ta&, 
and act among mankind. I love a just man, Sarpent ; his eyes arft 
never covered with darkness towards Ms inimies^ while they M!4 
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wH ^ttuAAuB and/br^iit&egs towaids his frf nds. He uses the rea- 
eon that God has given him, and he uses it with a feelin' of his , 
beisBi: <M^ex«dto look at, and to consider things as they ar«, and 
iB>ii4»hewafU$ihffsn to* be. It's easj enough to find men who. 
co/j themselves ju^; but it's wondertiil onoommon to find theia 
that ore the thing, in &ct. How often have I seen Indians, gal» 
who* believed tkey wa'e lookin' into a matter agreeable to the will 
of the Gveat fipint, when, in tnith, they were only striving to act 
TXpi/b their own will and pleasure, and this, half of the time, with 
a temptation to go wrong that could no more be seen by them- 
selves^ than the stream that runs in the next valley can be seen 
bf usihrou^h yonder mountain ; thouffh any looker-on mighthave 
ditooveivd it, as plainly as we can discover the parch that are 
swimming around this hut«" 

^* Very true, Beerslayer," rejoined Judith, losing every trace of 
dbpleasnore in a bright smile ; "very true ; and I hope to see you 
ant on this love of justice^ in all matters in which I am concerned 
Abme all, I hope you will judge foryourself, and not believe everl 
edl Mx)ry that a prating idler, like Hurry Harry, may have to telj. 
that goes to touch the good name of any ^roung woman who may 
iiatha|»peii to have the same opinions' of his face and person that- 
the blustering gallant has of himself." 

I. "Hurry Harry's idees do not pass for gospel with me, Judith ; 
hot efea worse than ho may have eyes and ears," returned the 
difcev gr»v^y. 

f'BzKnighofthlsr* exclaimed Judith, with flashing eye, and a 
flush that mounted to her temples ; " and more of my father and 
his ransom. 'Tis as you say, Deerslayer ; the Indians will not be 
likely to give up their ^isoners, without a heavier bribe than niy 
dothes can offer, and father's rifle and powder. There is the 
diest." 

** Ay, there is the chist, as you say, Judith ; and when the 
<|liestion gets to be between a secret and a scalp, I should think , 
most men would prefar keeping the last. Did your father ever 
giv^ you Bay downright command consaniin^ir tluit clust ?'* 

" Ni^ver... He has alwajrs appeared to think its locks, and it& 
steel bands, and its strength, its best protection." 
^ **'Tisa rajpe chist, and altogether of curious build," returned 
Beerslayer* rising and approaching the thing in question, on which 
he seated himself, with a view to examine it with greater ease, 
*^ C9|ingachgook| this is no wood that comes of any forest that you 
<n I.llftv« evBr trailed through! 'Tisii't the black walnut; and. 
yetat^s quite as cornel v, if hot more so, did the smoke and tho 
tifeatment give it fair play." . ^ ^ 

- l?he J)elaware;drew near, felt of the wood, examined its grain, 
endeavoured to indent the surface with a nail, and passed his 
lland curiously over the steel bands, the heavy padlocks, and th« 
etiier novel peculiarities of the massive box. 

"No—nothing like this grows in these regions," resumed Deer- 
slayer ; " I've seen all the oaks, both the maples, the elms, the 
kUB-wood, aU the walnuts, the butternuts, and every tree that has 
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a substance and colonr, wrought into some form or otlier; Intt 
nerer hare I before seen such a wood as this ! Judith, the chist 
itself would buy your father's freedom ; or Iroquois cur'osity isn^t 
as strong as red -skin cur'osity, in general; especially in the mat* 
ter of woods." 

**The purchase mi^ht be cheaper made, perhaps, Deerslayer. 
The chest is fiiU, and it would be better to part with half, than to 
part with the whole. Besides, father— I know not why—but 
father values that chest highly." 

" He would seem to prize what it holds more than the chist 
itself, judging by the manner in which he treats the outside, and 
secures the inside. Here are three locks, Judith; is there 
no key?* 

" I'ye never seen one ; and yet key there must be, since Hetty 
told us, she had often seen the chest opened." 

" Keys no more lie in the air, or float on the water, than 
humans, gal ; if there is a key, there must be a place in which 
it is kept." 

** That is true, and it might not be difficnlt to find it, dM we 
dare to search !** 

" This is for you, Judith ; it is altogether for you. The chist is 
your'n, or your father's ; and Hutter is your father, not mine. 
Cur'osity is a wo^ian's, and not a man's failing ; and there you 
have got all the reasons before you. If the chist has articles for 
ransom, it seems xo me they would be wisely used in redeeming 
their owner's life, or even in saving his scalp ; but that is a matter 
for your judgment, and not for oum. When the lawful owner of 
a trap, or a buck, or a canoe, isn't present, his next of kin be- 
comes his riprisentatyve, by all the laws of the woods. We 
therefore leave you to say whether the chist shall or shall not be 
opened." 

"I hope you do not believe I can hesitate, when my father*! 
life's in danger, Deerslayer !" 

"Why, its pretty much putting a scolding ag^in tews and 
mourning. It's not onreasonable to foretell that old Tom may find 
fault with what you've done, when he sees himself, once more, in 
his hut here ; but there's nothing i^iusual in men's Mling out 
with what has been done for their own good ; I dare to say that 
even the moon would seem a diflferent thing from what it now 
does, could we look at it from the other side." 

•* Deerslayer, if we can find the key, I will authorize yon to open 
the chest, and to take such things from it as yon may think wiU 
buy father's ransom." 

•* First find the key, gal : we'll talk of the rest afterwards. 
Sarpent, you've eyes like a fly, and a judgment thaf s seldom out ; 
can you help us, in calculating where Floating Tom would be apt 
to keep tie Key of a chist that he holds to be as private as this." 

The Delaware had taken no part in the discourse, xmtil he 
was thus directly appealed to, when he quitted the chest» which 
had continued to attract his attention, and cast about him for 
the place in which a key wotQd be likely to be concealed, under 
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wotk eirouafltanoed. As Jnditli and Deerala^er were not idle 
tlie vhile, the whole three were soon engacred in an anxious and 
spirited search. As it was certain that the desired key was not to 
be found in any of the common drawers, or closets, of which 
there were several in the building, none looked there, but all 
turned their inquiries to those places that struck them as in- 
genious hiding-places, and more likely to be used for such a 
purpose. In this manner the outer room was thoroughly but 
fruitlessly examined ; when they entered the sleeping apartment 
of Htttter. This part of the rude building was better furnished 
than the rest of the structure ; containing several articles that had 
been especially devoted to the service of the deceased wife of its 
owner; but as Judith had all the rest of the keys, it was soon 
roxoBiftged* without bringing to light the particular key desired. 

Hiey now entered the bed-room of the daughters. Chin^achgook 
was immediately struck with the contrast between the articles, and 
the arrangement of that side of the room that might be called 
Judith's, and that which more properly belonged to Hetty. A 
slisht exclamation escaped him, and pointing in each direction, he 
alluded to the fact in a low voice, speaking to his friend in the 
Delaware ton^e. 

*• As you tmnk, Saxpent," answered Deerslayer ; whose remarks 
we always translate into English, preserving as much as possible of 
the peculiar phraseology and manner of the man. *' *Tis just so, 
as any one may see ; ana 'tis all founded in natur*. One sister loves 
finery, some say overmuch ; while t'other is as meek and lowly as 
God ever created goodness and truth. Yet, after all, I dare say 
that Judith has her vartues, and Hetty has her failings. " 

" And the * Peeble-Mind * has seen the chest opened?" inquired 
Chizigach^ook, with curiosity in his glance. 

** Sart^in ; that much I've heard from her own lips ; and, for 
that matter, so have you. It seems her father doesn't misgive her 
discretion, though he does that of hb eldest darter." 

" Then the key is hid only from the Wild Eose l" for so Chin- 
gachgook had be^run gallantly to term Judith, in his private dis- 
course with his friend. 

" That's it } That's just it ! One he trusts, and the other he 
doesn't. There's red and white, Sarpent; all tribes and nations 
agreeing in trusting some, and refusmg to trust other some. It 
depends on character and judgment." 

'* Where could a key be put, so little likely to be found by the 
Wild Rose, as amonff coarse clothes?" 

Deerslayer started, and turning to his friend, with admiration 
expressed in every lineament of his face, he fairly lau(^hed, in his 
silent but hearty manner, at the ingenuity and readiness of tho 
oojgecture. 

■** Your name's well bestowed, Sarpent— yes, 'tis well bestowed! 
Sure enough, where would a lover of finery be so little likely to 
s'aroh, as among garments as coarse and unseemly as those of poor 
Hetty. I dares to say, Judith's delicate fingers haven't touch d a 
Ut of cloth as rough and oncomely as that pettiooat* now» sinoe 
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3he first made acquaintance with the officers ! Tet, who Jsaownt 
the key may be as likely to be on the same peg as in any; other 
place. Take down the garment, Delaware, and let us see xf you 
are ra'ally a prophet." 

Chingachgook did as desired, but no key was found. A cpvse 
pocket, apparently empty, hung on the adjoining peg, and thia.vas 
next examined. Bj this time, the attention of Judith was «alleii 
in that direction, and she spoke hurriedly, and like one wha Tia^cA 
to save unnecessary trouble. 

"These are only the clothes of poor Hetty, dear simpla girll** 
fhe said ; ** nothing we seek would be likely to be there. 

The words were hardly out of the handsome mouth of the eneiJcMr 
when Chingachgook drew the desired key from the pocket. J ndita 
was too quick of apprehension not to understana the reasoa a 
hiding-place, so simple and exposed, had been used. The hkod 
rushea to her face, as much with resentment, perhaps, as with 
Ahame ; and she bit her lip, though she continued silent. Deep- 
slayer and his friend now disooyered the delicacy of men of native 
refinement, neither smiling, or even by a glance betraying )iow 
oomnletely he understood the motive and ingenuity of this clarer 
firtihce. The former, who had taken the key from the Indiaiif ^ 
the way into the adjoining room, and applyinsr it to a lock, Asoerh 
jtained that the right instrument had actually oeen found. Theye 
were three padlocks, each of which, however, was easily opened rhy 
this single key. Deerslayer removed them all, loosened tae Wp^ 
raised the lid a little to make certain it was loose, and ^en nc 
drew back from the chest, several feet, signing to his friei^g t^ 
follow. 

" This is a family chist, Judith," he said, ** and 'tis like to hold 
family secrets. The Sarpent and I will go into the ark, m^ look 
to the canoes, and paddles, and oars ; whue you can examine it by 
yourself and findT out whether anything that will be a make- 
weight in a ransom is, or is not, among the articles. When you'v* 
got through, give us a call, and we'll all sit in council together^ 
tUuching the value of the articles." 

** Stop, Deerslayer," exclaimed the girl, as he was about to witlv* 
draw ; "not a sii^le thing will I touch— I wUl not even raise the 
lid — ^unless you are present. Father and Hetty have seen fit to 
keep the inside of this chest a secret from me, and I am much too 
proud to pry into their hidden treasures, unless it wore for thek 
own good. But, on no account will I open the chest alone» .^t^y 
.with me, then. I want witnesses of what I do." ; 

' "I rather think, Sarpent, that the gal is right t Oonfiileaae and 
xeliance beget security, but suspicion is like to make us aU ; wa^ 
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stay with you, Judith— but first let us take a look at the lake msi 
the shore, for this chist will not be emptied in a minute." 

The two men now went out on the platform, and Deerslayer 
«wept the shore with the glass, while the Indian gravely tuned 
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tef ^'^'<Hi' the watet and the woods, in qnestf of any signft that 
In^t betray the maehinations of their enemies. Nothing: was 
'Wfilie, tind assured of their temporary security, the three eoU 
looted around the chest again, with the avowed ohjeot of openinor it. 

^#iidilh had held this ohest, and its unknown content*, m a 
Vpmt^ of revei«noe as long as she could rememher. Neither her 
father nor her mother ever mentioned it in her presence ; and 
-thefe appeared to be a silent eonv^ition, that in naming the dif- 
ferent objects that occasionally stood near it, or even lay on its 
lid/ dare should be had to avoid any allusion to the chest itself. 
Habit had rendered this so easy, and so much a matter of oourso, 
thBtit'i^'as only <)nite recently the girl had begun even to muse on 
iho singularity of the circumstance. But there had never been 
^xj^^^&at mtimacy between Hutter and his eldest daughter to invitid 
<con#denee. At times he was kind, but in general, with her more 
^pi^oMly, he wtis stern and morose. Least of all had his authority 
B^^ exercised in a way to embolden his child to venture on the 
liherVy ishe was about to take, without many misgivings of the con- 
eeqii^ees, although the liberty proceeded from a desire to servft 
tnmself. Then Judith was not altogether f^ee from a little super- 
Btiticn om the subject of this ehest, which had stood a sort of 
faboped relic before her eyes, from childhood to the present hour. 
Keterth^less the time had eome when it would seem that this 
'!triyM^:w&s to be explained, and that under oironmstanGes, too, 
whi^ left het very little choice in the matter. 

' Kttdingr' that both her eompanions were watching* her movementsr^ 
In ^rave Gilenoe, Judith placed a hand on the lid, and endeavoured 
to raise it. Her strength, however, was insufficient, and it ap- 
pear^ tothe girl, who was fully aware that all the fastenings were 
removed, that she was resisted in an 'unhallowed attempt by some 
iupematural power. 

*^I cannot raise the lid, Deerslayer,** she said: "had we not 
better give up the attempt, and find some other means of releasing 
(be prisoners^' 

** Not so, Judith ; not so, gal. No means are as sartain and easy, 
a6 a* ^pdod t^ibe/' answered the other. ** As for the lid, 'tis hold by 
nothing but its own weight, which is prodigious for so small a piece 
ti wood,- loaded 'wi^h iron as it is." 

-A* IfeertJlayer spoke, he applied his own strength to the eSovt^ 
"tfnd'suete^dea in ittiding the lid against the timbers of the houses 
trh^re h^took care to secure it by a sufficient prop. Judith fairly 
trembled, as she oast her first glance at the interior ; and she felt 4 
temp^nltf i-elief in disooveiing that a pieoe of canvas, that waa 
caSreftilly tucked in around the edges, effectually concealed all be- 
iieiith ft. The ohest was apparently well stored, however, the can- 
VMlMne within an inch of the lid. 

• •** S.f!r?B a full cargo," said Deerslayer, eyeing the arrangement; 
*ttril'^. had needs go to work leisurely, and at our ease. Sarpent 
bring some stools, while I spread this blanket on the floor, and 
^iMi%*U begin work orderly, and in comfort." 
- n^ Delaware complied ; Deerslayer civilly placed a stool for 
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Juditli, tootone liitnself, and commenced tlie removal of the canvas 
oovering. This was done deliberately, and in as cantious a manner 
as if it were believed that fabrics of a delicate construction lay- 
bidden beneath. When the canvas was removed, the first articles 
that came in view were some of the habiliments of the male sex. 
These were of fine materials, and, according to the fashions of the 
aj?e, were gay in colours, and rich in ornaments. One coat in par- 
ticular was of scarlet, and had button-hdes worked in gold thread. 
Still it was not military, but was part of the attire of a civiiiaa of 
condition, at a period wlien social rank was rigidly respected in 
Jress. CSiingacngook could not refrain from an exclamation of 
pleasure, as soon as Deerslayer opened this coat, and held it wp to 
view; for, notwithstanding all his trained self-command, the 
splendour of the vestment was too much for the philosophy of an. 
Indian. Deerslayer turned quickly, and he regarded his friend 
with momentary displeasure, as this burst of weakness escaped 
him ; and then he soliloquized, as was his practice whenever any 
strong feeling suddenly got the ascendancy. 

" "lis his gift !— ^yes, 'tis the gift of a red-skin to love finery, and 
he is not to be blamed. This is an extr'wnary garment, too ; and 
extr'ornary things get up extr'omary feelin's. I think this will 
do, Judith, for the Indian neart is hardly to be found in all America 
that can withstand colours like these and glitter like that. If this 
coat was ever made for your father, you've com.e honestly by the 
taste for finery, you have. 

"That coat was never made for father," answered the girl, 
quickly ; " it is much too long ; while father is short and squax^. 

'* Cloth was plenty if it was, and glitter cheap," answered Deer- 
slayer, with his silent, joyous laugh. "Sarpent, this ganaeat was 
made for a man of your size, and I ^uld like to see it <a your 
shoulders." 

Chingachgook, nothing loth, submitted to the trial ; throwing 
aside the coarse and thread-bare jacket of Hutter, to deck his per- 
son in a coat that was originally intended for a gentleman. Tlie 
transformation was ludicrous ; but as men are seldom struck with 
incongruities in their own appearance, any more than m their own. 
conduct, the Delaware studied this change in a commcm glass, by 
which Hutter was in the habit of shaving, witii giaTo interest. At 
that moment he thought of Hist, and we owe it to truth to say, 
though it may militate a little against the stem character of a war- 
rior to own it, that he wished he could be seen by h» in his pre- 
sent improved aspect. 

" Off with it, Sarpent— off with it," resiHued the inflexible Deer- 
dayer ; " such garments as little become you, as they would become 
me. Your gifts are for paint, and hawk's feathers, and blankets, 
and wampum ; and mine are for doublets of skin, tough leggings, 
and sarviceable moccasins. I say moccasins, Judith ; fat though 
white, living as I do, in the woods, it's necessary to take to somo of 
the practices of the woods, for comfort's sake, and cheapness." 

'* 1 see no reason, Deerslayer, why one man may not wear a scar- 
let coat, as weU as another," retumod th« gixl, ^* I ifiih I Mold 
see you in this handsome garment.'* 
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that day, you'll wait until you see me beyond reason and meDiory. 
No — no---gal, my gilts are my gifts, and 1*11 live and die in 'em, 
though I never bring down another deer, or spear another salmon. 
What have I done that you should wish to see »i6 in such a fiaunt- 
ingcoat, Judith!" 

" Because I tiiink, Deerslayer, that the false-tongued and false- 
hearted young gallants of the garrison ought not alone to appear in 
fine feathers , l^ut that truth and honesty have their claims to b( 
luMiottred and exalted." 

"And what exaltifioation"— the reader will haye remarked that 
Deerslayer had not very critically studied his dictionary — ** and 
what exaltiiication would it be to me, JudiUi, to be bedizzened 
and besoarleted, like a Mingo chief that has just got his presents 
up firom ftuebeo } No — ^no — ^I'm well as I am ; and if not, 1 can be 
BO better. Lay the coat down on the blanket, Sarpent, and let us 
look further into the chist." 

The tempting garment, one surely that was never intended for 
fiutter, was laid aside, and the examination proceeded. The male 
attire, all of which corresponded with the coat in quality, was 
soon exhausted, and then succeeded female. A beautiful dress of 
brocade, a little the worse from negligent treatment, followed ; 
and thia time open exclamations of delight escaped the lips of 
Judith. Much as the girl had been addicted to dress, and favour- 
able as had been her opportunities of seeing some little pretension 
in that way among the wives of the different commandants and 
other ladies of the forts, never before had she beheld a tissue or 
tints to equal those that were now so unexpectedly placed before 
her eyes. JELer ra{>ture was almost childish ; nor womd she aUow 
the inquiry to proceed until she had attired her person in a robe 
60 unsuited to her habits and her abode. With this end, she with- 
drew into her own room, where, with hands nractised in such 
offices, she soon got rid of her own neat gown of linen, and stood 
forth in the gay tints of the brocade. The dress happened to fit 
the fine, full i)er8on of Judith, and certainly it had never adorned 
a being better qualified by natural gifts to do credit to its really 
rich hues and fine texture. When she returned, both Deerslayer 
and Ghingaehgook, who had passed the brief time of her absence 
in taking a second loQk at the male garments, arose in surprise, 
each permitting exclamations of wonder and pleasure to escape 
him in a wav so unequivocal as to add new lustre to the eyes of 
Judith, by flushing her cheeks with a glow of triumph. Affecting, 
however, not to notice the impression she had made, the girl 
seated herself with the stateliness of a queen, desiring that the 
ehest might be looked into further. 

** I don't know a better way to treat with the Mingos, gal," 
Aried Deerslayer, " than to send you ashore, as you be, and to tell 
em that a queen has arrived among 'em I They'll give up old 
Hutter, and Harry, and Hetty, too, at such a spectacle !" 

" I thought your touffue too honest to flatter, Deerslayer," re- 
tamed the girl, gmtifiea 9t thU admication more than she would 
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have cared to own. " One of tlie chief reasons of my respect for 
3'ou was your love for truth." 

" And 'tis truth, and solemn truth, Judith, and nothing: else. 
Never did eyes of mine gaze on as glorious a lookin' creatur'^ as 
you be yourself, at this very moment ! I've seen beauties in my 
time, too, both white and red ; and them that was renowned ana 
talk'd of, far and near ; but, never have I beheld one that oould 
hold comparison with what you are at this blessed instant, JucUth ; 
never." 

The glance of delight whioli the girl bestowed on the frank- 
speaking hunter in no degree lessened the effect of her charms ; 
and as me humid eyes blended with it a look of sensibility, perhaps 
Judith never appeared more truly lovely than at what the younflf 
man had called that '* blessed instant." He shook his head, hela 
it suspended a moment over the open chest, like one in doubt, and 
then proceeded with the examination. 

Several of the minor articles of female dress came next, all of a 
quality to correspond with the gown. These were laid at Judith's 
feet, in silence, as if she had a natural claim to their possessioUi 
One or two, such as gloves and lace, the girl caught up, and ap* 
pended to her already rich attire, in affected playfulness, but with, 
the real design of decorating her person as far as circumstances 
would allow. When these two remarkable suits, male and femsJe 
they miglit be termed, were removed, another canvas coverinir 
separated the remainder of the articles from the part of the chest 
which they had occupied. As soon sjb Deerslayer perceived tliia 
arrangement, he paused, doubtful of the propriety of proceeding 
anv further. 

"Every man has his secrets, I suppose,** he said, ** and all ineu 
have a right to their enj'yment; we've got low enougli in this 
chist, in my judgment, to answer our wants, and it seems to me we 
should do well by going no farther ; and by letting Master Hutter 
nave to himself, and nis own feelin's, all that's beneath this 
cover." 

*• Do you mean, Deerslayer, to oflfer these clothes to the Iroquois 
'as ransom ?" demanded Judith, quickly. 

" Sartain. What are we prying into another man's chist for» 
but to sarve its owner in the nest way we can. This coat alone 
would be very apt to gain over the head-chief of the riptyles ; and 
if his wife or darter should happen to be out with him,, that there 
gownd would soften the lieart of any woman that is to be found 
atween Albany and Montreal. I do not see that we want a l$u:ger 
stock in trade than these two articles." 

" To you it may seem so, Deerslayer," returned the disapp<unted 
g^rl; "but of what use could a dress like this be to any Indian 
woman i She could not wear it among the branches of tne trees ; 
the dirt and smoke of the wigwam would soon soil it : and hov 
would a pair of red arms appear, thrust through these snort, laoed 
sleeves! 

"All very true, gal ; and you might go on and say it is altogetlier 
out of lime, and place, and season, in this region at all. What is 



it to US Low the finery is treated, so long as it answers our wishes I 
t do not see that your father can make any use of such clothes ( 
ax^ It's lucky he has thing^s that are of no yalie to himself, tHa- 
"mii bear a high price with others. We can make no better trader 
for him than to offer these duds for his liberty. We'll throw in th 
light frivol* ties, and get Hurry off in the bargain V* 

•• Then you think, Deerslayer, that Thomas Hatter has no one h > 
his family— no child— no daughter, to whom this dress may b- 
thought becoming, and whom you could wish to see in it, once au 
awhile, eyen though it should be at long intervals, and only h 
playfulness }'* 

"I understand you, Judith— yes, I now understand your mean 
6ig, and I think I can say, your mshes. That you are as glorious. 
hi that dress, as the sun when it rises, or sets, in a soft Octobe: 
aa>% I'm ready to allow ; and that you greatly become it is a goo(' 
deal more sartain than that it becomes you. There's gifts in clothe: ' 
as yre\l as in other things. Now I do not think that a warrior, on 
his first path, ought to lay on the same awful paints as a chief tha' 
Aas had his virtue tried, and knows from oxpcr'ence he will no*., 
disgrace his pretensions. So it is with all of us, red or white. 
You are Thomas Hutter's darter, and that gownd was made foi 
the child of some governor, or a lady of hign station ; and it wa." 
intended to be worn among fine furniture and in rich company% 
Jfh my eyes, Judith, a modest maiden never looks more becoming 
than when becomingly clad, and nothing is suitable that is out oi 
diaracter. Besides, gal, if there's a creatur* in the colony that can 
dfford to do without finery, and to trust to her own good looks and 
a^eet countenance, it's yourself." 

" I'll take off the rubbish this instant, Deerslayer," cried the 
jtirl, springing up to leave the room ; ** and never do I wish to seo 
it on anj human being again." 

*' So It is with 'em all, Sarpent," said the other, turning to his 
fKend and laughing, as soon as the beauty had disappeared. 
•*T[1iey like finery, but they like their natvve charms most of all. 
I'm glad the gal has consented to lay aside ner furbelows, howsever, 
ftr'fi's ag'in reason for one of her class to wear 'em; and then she 
is handsome enough, as I call it, to go alone. Hist would show 
aiicommon likely, too, in such a gowna, Delaware !" 

"Wah-ta!-Wah is a red-skin girl, Deerslayer," returned the 
Indian ; "like the young of the pigeon, she is to be known by her 
own feathers. I snould pass by without knowing her were she 
dressed in such a skin. It's wisest always to be so clad that our 
fHendft need not ask us for our names. The 'Wild Rose* is very 
plea^nt, but she is no sweeter for so many colours." 

" That's it!— that's natur', and the true foundation for love and 
protection. When a man stops to pick a wild strawberry, he does 
not expect to find a melon ; and when he wishes to gather a melon, 
he's disapp'inted if it prove to be a squash ; though squashes be 
often' brighter to the eye than melons. That's it, and it means, 
ttij^ to your gifts, and your g:ifts will stick to you." 

'' two men had now a little discussion togeth^ touohing too 
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propriety of penetratmg any f axiher into the ohest of Hott^, when 
Juditli reappeared, di?estea of her robes, and in her own simple 
linen frock again. 

'* Thank you, Judith/' said Deerslayer, taking her kindly by the 
liand; " for I know it went a little ag'in the nat'ral cravings of 
woman, to lay aside so much finery, as it might be in a lump. But 
you re more pleasing to the eye as you stand, you be, than if you 
Bad a crown on your nead, ana jewels dangling from your hair. The 
question now ifl» whether to lift this covering, to see what will be 
Ta'ally the best bargain we can make for Master Hutter ; for we 
must do as we think he would be willing to do, did he stand bete in 
our places. 

Judith looked very happy. Accustomed as she was to adulation 
the humble homage of Deerslayer had given her more t rue satis- 
faction than she had ever yet received from the tongue of man. It 
was not the terms in which this admiration had been ex^re^sed, 
iar they were simple enough, that produced so strong an impres- 
sion; nor yet their novelty, or their warmth of manner, nor any of 
those peculiarities that usually give value to praise; but the un- 
flinching truth of the speaker, that carried his words so directly to 
the heart of the listener. This is one of the great advantage of 
plain dealing and frankness. The habitual and wily flatterer may 
succeed until his nractices recoil on himself; and like other sw/eets, 
his aliment cloys oy its excess ; but he who deals honestly, though 
he often necessarily offend, possesses a power of praising that no 
quality but sincerity can bestow ; since his words go directly to the 
heart, finding their support in the understanding. Thus it was iidth 
Deerslayer and Judith; so soon and so deeply did this simple 
hunter impress all who knew him, with a conviction of his unbend- 
ing honesty, that all he uttered in commendation was as certain 
to please, as all he uttered in the way of rebuke was certain to 
rankle and excite enmity, where his character had not awakened a 
zespeot and afifection, that in another sense rendered it painful. In 
alter life, when the career of this untutored being brought Mm in 
contact with officers of rank and others entrusted with the care of 
the interests of the state, this same influence was exerted on a 
wider field ; even generals listening to his commendations with a 
glow of pleasure, thaj; it was not always in the power of their 
ofiicial superiors to awaken. Perhaps Judith was the first indivi- 
dual of his own colour, who fairly submitted to this natural ognse- 
quenee of truth and fair-dealing, on the part of Deerslayer. She 
had actually pined for his praise, and she had now received it; and 
that in the form which was most agreeable to her weaknesses and 
habits of thought. The result will appear in the course of the 
narrative. 

. " If we knew all that chest holds, Deerslayer," returned the girl, 
when she had a little recovered from the immediate eflect pro- 
duced by his commendations of her personal appearance; *'we 
could better determine on the course we ought to take." 

'* That's not onreasonable, gal, though it's more a pale-f&oe thaii 
a red-akin gift» to be prying into other people's secrets," 
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" Curiosity is natural, and it is expected tliat all human beings 
should have human failings. Whenever I've been at the gar- 
risons, I've found that most, in and about them, had a longing to 
learn their neighbour's secrets." 

** Yes, and sometimes to fancy them, when they couldn't find *em 
out! That's the difference atween an Indian gentleman, and a 
white gentleman. The Sarpent, here, would turn his head aside, 
if he found himself onknowingly lookin* into another chief's wig- 
wam ; whereas, in the settlements, while all pretend to be great 
people, most prove they've got betters, by the manner in which 
they talk of their consams. I'll be bound, Judith, you wouldn't 
get the Sarpent, there, to confess there was another in the tribe so 
much greater than himself, as to become the subjeet of his idees, 
and to empl'y his tongue in conversations about his movements, 
and ways, and food, and all the other little matters that occupy a 
man when he's not empl'y'd in his greater duties. He who does 
this, is but little better than a blackguard in the grain, and liiem 
that encourages him, is pretty mueh of the same kidney, let them 
wear coats as fine as they may, or what dye they please.*' 

"But this is not another man's wigwam; it belongs to my 
father ; these are his things, and they are wanted in his service." 

"That's true, gal, that's true; and it carries weight witii it. 
Well, when all is before us, we may, indeed, best judge, which 
to offer for the ransom, and which to withhold." 

Judith was not altogether as disinterested in her feelings as she 
affected to be. She remembered that the curiosity of Hetty had 
been indulged, in connection with this chest, while her own had 
been disregarded ; and she was not sorry to possess an opportunity 
of beinj: placed on a level with her less girted sister, in this one 
particular. It appearing to be admitted all round, that the in- 
quiry into the contents of the chest ought to be pushed further, 
Deerslayer proceeded to remove the second covering of canva^si. 

The articles that lay uppermost, when the curtain was a^ain 
raised on the secrets of the chest, were a pair of pistols, curiously 
inlaid with silver. Their value wonld have been considerable, in 
one of the towns, though as weapons, in the woods, they were a spe- 
cies of arms seldom employed ; never, indeed, unless it might bo 
by some officer from Efurope, who visited the colonies, as many 
Were then wont to do, so much impressed with the superiority of 
the usages of London, as to fancy they were not to be laid aside on 
the frontier of America. What occurred on the discovery of these 
weapons, will appear in the sncceeding chapter. 
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CHAPTER XIII. ' ';| 

*' An oaken, broken elbdir oh»ir; 

A caudle-cup without an ear; . i 

A battered, shattered, ash bedstead; . , ^ 
A box of deal without a Kd; 

A pair of tongs, bat out of joint; ' ■'■ 

A back'Sword poker, wiihont point ; « 

A dish which might good meat afford once; /'; 
An Ovid, and an old Concordance." — ^DkaitSwiii's Inventof^i 

No sooner did Beerslayer raise the pifltoK tiian he tamed tO' th^ 
Delaware, and held them up, for hifl ttdmirotioB. • - i 

" Child gun/' said the Serpeat, smiling, while he handled «ftd <^ 
theinAtrumentaaaifithadheenft toy. ''j 

**]SUi% it, Sargent; not it. -'Tia made tar a man, and wodfd* 
satisfv a ei^ntK if rightly used. Bat stop ; white men are vemarfe^- 
iUe for imk ear^lepsnessin puttiiig away fire^aisns, in ehistfl andf 
comers. Let me look if core nas heen given to these we'poiw." :■ j 

As Peerdaycar spokQ* he took the weapcoi from the hand of his 
friend, and opened the pan. The last was iilkd with priming^ 
caked like a hit of < 



^ t' eijMler, hy timev moisiaire, and oompvesBion. iip 

aj^plication of the iratDJTod showed that hoth the pistols wteN^ 
onargedi although Judith could testify that they had probahly knf 
for years in the ehest. It is not easy to portray the lorprise of thi^. 
Indian, at this discovery, for he was in, the pcaotice -of reneidiigr 
Ifis priming daily» and of looking ta tha contents of his pioeOy-at 
other short intervals. ' •-'* 

** This is white neglect," saidBeerslayer, ahakinff Ida head, ^ aad^ 
scarce a season gY>e8 hy, that some one m the setueaftentB ooeM^ 
BwfFer from it. It's extr'oniary too, Judithr-yea, it's downrightt 
extr'omary« that the owner shall fire his pieoe at a-deov or samcp 
other game, or perhaps at an inimy, and twice out of thiwe iime^ 
he'll miss ; hut let him eatch im accident vr\k one of these fcir- 
gotten charges^ and he makes it sartain death to -a ehiM, cor a^M^- 
thcr. or a m'^d I W^Ui we dudl do a good torn to the owner Ht 
we iire these pistols for him ; and as they're novelties to ymi aiad' 
me, Sarpent» we'll try our hai^ at a mark* JPreshen -^at |trik- 
ing, and I'U do the same with this, and then we'll see who » tha- 
b^st man with a pistol; aafor the rifle, that's long beem s^tM 
atween us." J 

Peerslayer lathed heartily at bis own conoeit, and. in a minute 
or two, they were both atanding on theplatfbna seieeting* soniit' 
ol^ljeet in the ark for their target. Judith was led by euridsity %ffi 
their side. ' • 

** Stand back, j^al, stand a little back ; these we'pona have been:^ 
long loaded," saad Deerslayer, *'and some aoddent may ha^jpeh in 
the discharge." * 

*' Then ^ou shall not fire them ! Give them both to the Bek^ 
ware ; or it would be better to unload them, without firing." 

" That's ae'in usage— and some people say ag'in manhood V 
though I hold to no such silly doctrine. We must w» 'cm, Jn^tlif 
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yes, we mast fire 'em ; tlum^h I foresoe that neither will have any 
ipreat reason to boast of his skill." 

Judith, in the main, was a girl of gr^ jersoflal spirit, and her 
habits pVevented her from feelingr any or t^e terror that is apt to 
eome over her sex, at the report ofclffe-anns. She had discharged 
many a rifle, and had even been known to kill a deer, under cir- 
cumstances that were favourable to the effort'.' She submitted, 
therefore, falling: a little back by the side of Peerslayer, givinj? the 
IllOian the front of the platform to himself. Chin&:achgook raised 
%h weapon 80veirai times, endeavoured to steady it by using* both 
hands, <manged hia attitude, from one that was awkward to another 
4lill»oKe »Qi and finally drew the tri^er with a sort of desperate 
indifference, without having, in reahtjr, secured any aim at dH.' 
'Hi^^nsequenee was,ihat mstead of hitting the knot, which had 
bete neleoted for the made, hd missed the ark altogether ; the 
biliiet skippmfir fdong the water like a stone that was thrown 
by huad. 

Rff^WeU-done, Sarpenik-^^well done," cried Deerslayer, laughing 
^th hia noiseless glee, "you've hit the lake, and thats an 
QK^riteior «ome men I I know*d it and as much as said it, here, 
toi^nd^: for your short weapons don't belong to red-skin gifts. 
lEtt^ire hii t^e lake, and that's better than only hitting the air ! 
tf din' stand baok, and let us aee what white gi^ can do with ^ 
y^tib wd'pcoi. A pistol isn^t a riffe ; but colour is colour." 

i.^O^.svn of DesEsli^er was both quick and steady, and the report 
loUowed almost as soon as the weapon rose. Still the pistol hung* 
dgss ss.it ifl termed,: and fragments of it flew in a dozen directions, 
BSfmo Iflilling'fiQ the roof of the catstle, others in the ark, and one in 
iii^^ wiiteiSr Judith soreamed, and when the two men turned 
usuiouidy towarda ^giii, she was as pale as death, trembling in 
es»T*liw. , 

»i**6he'» wbundsd-'ryesy the poor gal's wounded, Sarnent. though 
o«0. couldn't foresee it, standmg where she did. We'H lead her 
iOtei a seat, and we must do the best for her that our knowledge and 
skiHean affords" 

.rJniitih sufSdred herself to be supported to d seat, swallowed a 
mdathfnlof the water that the Delaware offered her in a gourd^, 

gi a£t^ a vifilent flt of trembling, that seemed ready to shake her 
frame to dissolution, she burst into tears, 
o/r iX^ 99m jnnst be borne, yoar Juditb-^es, it must be borne," 
SMdDe^slayer, toothiiigly $ 'Hhongh I am far from wishing you 
iUlt-,t»wieei^; for we^ng often lightens galish foelin's. Where 
can she be hurt, Sarpent? I see no signs of blood, nor any rent of 
tteuu VT ^mnaaUJ* 

ni'l^m uniittured, Deerslayer," stammered the girl through her 
tears. " It's fright— nothina: more, I do assure you ; and, God bo 
porflaed { mo one, I And, has been harmed by the accident." 

" This i» extr'ovnarT !" exc^med the imsuspecting and simple- 
i^ladisd huntear. " I thought, Judith, you'd been above settlement 
if^ktn^ftsesi ilBd that you was a gal not to be frightened by the 
sound of a bursting we'pon. I^o— I didn't think you so skeory I 



Hetty miglit wefl have teen startled ; but yott*Te too niiieli jitd|r* - 
nient and reason to be frightened when the danger's all over. 
They're pleasant to the eye, chief, and changeful, but rery muwitaiB 
in their leelin's!" 

Shame kent Judith silent. There had been no acting in her agi* 
tation, but all had fairly proceeded from sudden and uncontrollable 
alarm — an alarm that she found almost as inexplicable to herself* 
as it proved to be to her companions. Wiping away the traces of 
tears, however, she smiled again, and was soon able to join in Hie 
laugh at her own folly. 

" And you, Decrslayer,** she at length succeeded in saving, ** are 
you, indeed, altogether unhurt \ It seems almost miraculous that a 
pistol should have burst in your hand, and you eseape withoat the • 
loss of a limb, if not of life ! 

** Such wonders ar'n't oncommon, at all, amoQg worn-out arms. 
The first rifle they gave me play'd the same trick, asd yet 1 lived 
through it, though not as onharmless as I've got out of this affair. 
Thomas flutter is master of one pistol less than he was this 
morning; but, as it happened in trying to sarve him, there's no 
frround of complaint, jfow, draw near, and let us look fiirther. 
into the inside of the chist." 

Judith, by this time, had so far gotten the better of her agitation 
as to resume her seat, and the examination went on. The next 
article that offered was enveloped in cloth, and, on opening it, it 
proved to be one of the mathematical instruments that were then in 
use among seamen, possessing the usual ornaments and fastenings^ 
in brass. Deerslayer and Chmgachgook expressed their admiratioa 
and surprise at the appearance of the unknown instrument, whidi 
was bright and glittering, having apparently been well cared f^n*. 

" This goes beyond the surveyors, Judith,' Deerslayer ex^imed, 
after turning the instrument several times in his hands ? ** I've 
seen all their tools, often, and wicked and heartless enough, are 
they, for they never come into the forest but to lead the way to 
waste and destruction ; but none <rf them have as designing a look 
as this ! I fear me, after all, that Thomas Hutter has loumeyed 
into the wilderness with no fair intentions towards its napinaess. 
Did you ever see any of the cravings of a surveyor about your 
father, |air 

** He IS no surveyor, Deerslayer, nor does he know iiie use of that 
instrument, though he seems to own it. Do you suppose that 
Thomas Hutter ever wore that coat ? It is as mu(& too large for 
him as this instrument is bejond his learning." 

" That's it— that must be it, Sarpent ; and the old fellow, by ecme 
onknown means, has fallen heir to another man's goods I They say 
he has been a mariner, and, no doubt, this chist, and all it holds— 
Ha ! what have we here ? This far out-does the brass and black 
Wood of the tool!" 

Deerslayer had opened a small bag, from which he was taking, 
one by one, the pieces of a set of chessmen. They were of ivory^ 
■nuch larger than common, and exquisitely wrought. Each piece 
rp,uresented the character or thing after which it is named ; the 
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kniglitB bein^ moimted, the castles stood on elephants, and even 
the pawns possessed the heads and busts of men. The set was not 
oomplete, and a few fractures betrayed bad usage ; but all that was 
left nad been carefully put away and preserved. Even Judith 
expressed wonder, as these novel objects were placed before hep 
eyes, and Chingachjeook fairly forgot his Indian dignity in admira- 
tion imd deH^ht. The latter took up each piece, and examined it 
with never-tiring satisfaction, pointing out to the {:irl the more 
ingesiioas aad striking portions of the workmansjbp. But the 
elephants gave him tne greatest pleasure. The ** Hughs I" that 
he uttered, as he passed nis fingers over their trunks, and ears, 
and tails, were very distinct; nor did he fail to note the pawns^ 
wluch were armed as archers. This exhibition lasted several 
minutes, during which time Judith and the Indian had aU the 
rapture to themselves. Deerslayer sat silent, thoughtful, and even 
gloomy, though his eyes followed each movement of the two 
prindiml actors, noting every new peculiarity about the pieces as 
they were held up to view. Not an exclamation of pleasure, nor a 
word of commenaation passed his lips. At length his companions 
observed his silence, and then, for the first time since the chess- 
men had been discovered, did he speak. 

** Judith," he asked earnestly^ but with a concern that amounted 
almost to tenderness of manner, " did your parents ever talk to you 
of religion?" 

The girl coloured* and the flashes of crimson that passed over her 
beautiml countenance, were like the wayward tints of a Neapolitaa 
sky in November. Deerslayer had given her so strong a taste for 
truth, however, that she did not waver in her answer^ replying sim- 
ply and with sincerity. 

^' My mother did, often," she said. " My father never, I thouphi 
it made my mother sorrowful to speak of our prayers and duties, 
bat my father has never opened his mouth on such matters, before 
or siooe her death." 

*' That I can believe— that I can believe. He has no God— no 
sooh Qod as it becomes a man of white skin to worship, or even a 
red-din. Them things are idols !" 

Jndi^ started, and for a moment she seemed seriously hurt 
Then she reflected, and, in the end, she laughed. 

"And you think, Deerslayer, that these ivory toyv are my 
Other's gods? I have heard of idols and know what they are." 

• " Them are idols I" repeated the other positively. " Why shoTiId 
your father keep 'em. if he doesn't worship 'em? 

^ Would he keep his gods in a bag, and locked up in a chest f 
Ho, no, Deerslayer; my poor father carries his god with him, 
wherever he goes, and that is in his own cravings. These things 
may really be idols— I think they are, myself, from what I have 
heard and read of idolatry, but they have come from some distant 
Qountry, like all the other articles, and have fallen into Thomas 
Hutter s hands when he has been a sailor." 

" I'm ^lad of it—I am downright glad to hear it, Judith, for I 
do not tmnk I ooold have mustered tba resolution to strive to heir 
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^ vMts idolater ont of his difficulties ! The old man is of wiif 
(okHir and nation, and I wish to sanre him ; but as one \rho d<nktf 
9IL his giftS) in the way of religion, it would have come htxtd to«t$ 
so. That animal seems to give you great satisfaction, Sarpe^t/ 
ihongh it's an idolatrous head, at the best." 

"It is an elephant," interrupted Judith. "I've often BecA- 
pietures of such animals, at the garrisons; and mother had a booH' 
m which there was a printed account of the creature. Father 
burnt that, with all ihe other books, for he said mother lo^ed! 
reading too welL This was not long before mother di^d, and Tv^' 
iometimeB thou^t that the loss hastened her end." • / 

This was said ecpially without levity and without any d^e^ 
feeling. It was said without levity, for Judith was saddesed;^)^ 
her reooUeotions, and jet she had been too much accustomed to live 
lot self, and for the mdulgenoe of her own vanities, to feel h&t' 
inoiher's wrongs very heavily. It required extraordinary cirOum<- 
stances to awaken a proper sense of her atuation, and to slimula^ 
iibe better feelings of this beautiful, but misguided girl ; and thefi^ 
csircumstanoes hod not yet occurred in her brief existence. ' 
[ ** Elephant, or nO elephant, 'tis an idol," returned the himttfi 
•' and not fit to remain in Christian keeping." 

" Good for Iroquois !" said Chin^acngook, partin? with one 0^ 
tiie eastles with remotanoe, as his fnend took it from him to re^la^GF 
it in the bag. ** Elephon buy whole tribe— buv Delaware, almost!'*- 

" Av, tiiat it wonid, as any one who comprehends red-skin natm** 
must know," answered Deersiayer j •' but the man that passea'fi^afe' 
inoney, Sarpent, is as bad as he who makes it Did you ever ktldw 
lijust Indian that wouldn't Eoom to sell a ooon-skmfor th^triio- 
marten, or to pass off a mink for a beaver. I know that a few of 
iJiese idols, perhaps one of them elephants, would go far toward^' 
huying Thomas Mutter's liberty, but it goes^ ag'in conscience to- 
jtass such counterfeit money. Perhaps no Indian tribe, hereaway.; 
IS downright idolaters, but there's some that come so near it, that 
white gifttroughtto be portioular about encouraging them in tlieir 
mistake." 

•* If idolatry is a gift, Deersiayer, and gifts are what you seemi to^ 
think 'them, id<^try in such people can hardly bo a sin/* said 
Judith, with more smartness than discrimination. 

**God grants no such gifts to any of his creatur's, Judith/* re* 
turned the hunter soriousiy. ** He must be adored, under some 
name or other, and not creatur's of brass or ivory. It matta^ not 
whether the Father of all is called God or Manitou, Deity or Gr^at* 
Spirit, he is none the less our common Maker and Master? nor does' 
it count for much whether the souls of the just go to Paradi^; or 
happy hunting-grounds, since He may send each his own wky, as 
suits nis own pleasure and wisdom; but it ot»rdles my blood, when • 
I iind human mortals so bound up in darkness and* consait, as to 
fashion the 'arth, or wood, or bones~thin»s made Vy their ot^ 
hands — into motionless, senseless efligies, and then fall down bel^rd * 
them, and worship 'em as a Deity !" 

** After all, Deersiayer, these pieces of ivory may not be idoh tek' 
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41m I rdtnesEkbey, now» to have seen one of the offieen at fSba: gtacri* 
fltent with a set of fox and geese made in snoli a design as tiiese; 
ttjid here ift something hard, wrapped in doth» that may belong 

Deerslayer took the bundle the girl ^ve him, and, unrolling it, 
he Ibund the board within. Like the pieces, it was la^ge, rich, and 
inlaid mih ebony and iyeryr Putting the whole in oonjunctimi, 
the.huiiter, though not without many misgivings, slowlv came over 
tp Judith's opinion, and finally admitted tha4} the fanoiea idols must 
bia^^<NPejiy the ounoualy carved men of some unsown game; 
Judith had the taot to uae her victory with great moderation ; nor 
did.^he once, even in the most indireot manner, allude to the ludi- 
orovp mistake of her oompaaion. 

tuiis discovery of the uses of the extraordinary-looking little 
iimig^ settled the affinir of the proposed ransom. It was agreed 
gen^^y'-^andall understood the weaknesses and tastes of Indians 
— ^at nothing could be more likely to tempt the cupidity of the 
L^fKiDoiflithan the elephants, in particular. Luckily, the whole of 
the castles were among the pieces^ and these four tower-bearine 
ajufiola it. wa« finally determined should be the ransom offered. 
The remainder of the men, and, indeed, all the rest of the articles iit' 
tlie 4^st, were to be kept out of view, and to be resorted to only as 
a last appeal. As soon as these i»^liaiinanefl were settled, everyf 
tiling but those intended for the bribe was carefuHv replaced in the^ 
ohee|, and all the covers were * tucked in,' as they had been found ; 
askd )t was quite possible, eould Hutter have been put in posaession* 
o£ the oastle again, that he might have passed the remainder of hisi 
qs^fa in it, without even suspecting the invasioa tiiat had been made; 
ovktbe pi^vaoy of the ohest. The rent pistol would have been the- 
most lilbely jto reveal the secret ; but this was placed by the side ot 
ita feUow, aad all were pressed down as before — some half*a-dozen' 
paokages in the- bottom of the chest not having been opened at alL 
WW this was done, the lid was lowered* the padlocks replaced, 
and ^e key tpoed. The latter was then pl^aoed m the pooket Utoat 
which it had been taken. 

More thftu an hour was consumed in settHng the eourse proper to 
be pursued, and in returning everv thing to its place. The pauses 
to converse were frequent; and Judith, who experienced a lively, 
pleasure in the open, undisguised admiration with which Deer- 
skyer's honest eye gazed at her handsome face, found the means to ' 
pr4ong.the interview, with a dexterity that seems to be innate in* 
iQUi^ ooquetry. Deerslayer, indeed, appeared to be the first who 
was <K>n8cious of the time that had been thus wasted, and to call the 
attention of his companions to the necessity of doing somethiDg 
towa^rds putting the plan of ransoming into execution. CSuagaoh- 
gc^k j^ad remained in Butter's bed-room, where the elephants were 
liiua, to feast his eyes with the images of animals ao woad^ful and 
so novel. Perhaps an instinct told him that his presence would not 
be.a9 QA^ptable to his companions, as the holding himself aloof; 
for Judith had not much reserve in the manifestations of her pre* 
ff|pi^es» and the Delawa^re had not got so for as one betn>&ed 
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^thoat acqnirbig some knowledge of the symptoms of the master 
passion. 

" "Well, Judith," said Deerslayer, rising:, after the interview had 
lasted much longer than even he himself suspected, ** 'tis pleasant 
convarsing with you, and settling all these matters, hut duty calls 
us another way. All this time, Hurry and your father, not to say 
Hetty-" 

The word was cut short in the speaker's mouth, for, at that 
critical moment, a light step was heard on the platfonui or court- 
yard, a human figure darkened the door- way, and the person last 
mentioned stood oefore him. The low exclamation that escaped 
Deerslayer and the slight scream of Judith were hardly uttered* 
when an Indian youth, between the ages of fifteen and seventeen, 
stood beside her. These two entranoes had been made with moe- 
casined feet, and consequently almost without noise ; but imexpected 
and stealthy as they were, they had not the effect to disturb Deear- 
alaver's self-possession. His first measure was to speak rapidly in 
Delaware to his friend, cautioning him to keep out of sight, while 
he stood on his guard; the second, was to step to the door to ascer- 
tain the extent of the danger. "So one else, however, had come ; 
and a sunple contrivance, in the shape of a raft, that lay floating a| 
the side of the ark, at once explained the means that had been uiaed 
in bringing Hetty off. Two dead and dry, and consequently 
buoyant logs of pine were bound together with pins and withes, ana 
a little platform of riven chesnut had been rudely placed on their 
surfaces. Here Hetty had been seated, on a billet of wood, while 
the young Iroquois had rowed the primitive and slow-moving, but 
perieqtly ssfe, craft, &om the shore. As soon as Deerslayer had 
taken a close survey of this craft, and satisfied himself nothing else 
was near, he shook his head, and muttered in his soliloquising; 
way— 

** This comes of prying into another man's ohist ! Had we been 
watchfdl and keen-eyed, such a surprise coidd never have happened ; 
and getting tiiis much &om a boy, teaches us what we may expect 
when the old warriors set themselves fairly about their sarcumven- 
tions. It opens the way, howsever, to a treaty for the ransom, and 
I will hear what Hetty has to say." 

Judith, as soon as her surprise and alarm had a little abated^ dis- 
covered a proper share of affectionate joy, at the return of her sister. 
^e£oldedher to her bosom, and kissed ner, as had been her wont in 
the days of their ohildhood and innocence. Hetty herself was less 
affected, for to her there was no surprise, and her nerves were sus- 
tained by the purity and holiness of her purpose. At her sister's 
request She took a seat, and entered into an account of her adven- 
tures since they had parted. Her tal^ commenced just as Deer- 
tLayer return^ and he also became an attentive listener, while tiiQ 
young Iroquois stood near the door, seemingly as indifferent to whlit 
was passing, as one of its posts. 

The narrative of the girl was sufficiently dear, untQ she reached 
tibe time where we left ner in the C€unp, after the interview with 
the chiefs, and at the moment when Hist quitted, her, in the abrupt 
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maimer ^eady stated. IQie sequel of the story Biay be told in her 
own langniage. 

'* When I read the texts to the oMefs* Judith, you could not have 
seen that they made any changes on their minds, she said, " hat if 
seed is planted, it mil grow. God planted the seeds of aU the 
trees—" 

Ay« that did he— that did he," muttered Deerslayer; '*and a 
harvest has followed.*' 



« od planted the seeds of all the trees," continued Hetty, after a 
moment's pause, " ^nd you see to what a height and shade they 
have grown ! So it is with the Bible. You may read a verse this 
year, and forget it, and itwill come back to you a year hence, when 
yott least expect to remember it" 

" And did you find anything of tMs among tiie savages, poor 
Hetty?" 

" Yes, Judith, and sooner and more fally than I had even hoped. 
I did not stay long with father and Hurry, but went to get my 
breakfast with Hist. As soon as we had done, the chiefs came to 
us, and t?ien we found the fruits of the seed that had been planted. 
They said what I had read from the good book was right — ^it must be 
right — it sounded right; like a sweet bird singing in their ears; 
and they told me to come back and say as much to the great warrior 
who had slain one of their braves ; and to tell it to you, and to say 
how happy they should be to come to church here, in the castle, or 
to come out in the sun, and hear me read more of the sacred volume 
— and to tell you that they wish you would lend them some canoes, 
that they can bring father and Horry, and their women to the 
castle, that we might all sit on the platform there, and listen to the 
singing of the pale-face Manitou.— -There, Judith; did you ever 
know of anything that so plainly shows the power of the Bible, as 
ihatr 

" If it were true 'twould be a miracle, indeed, Hetty. But all 
this is no more than Indian cunning and Indian treachery, striving 
to get tile better of us by management, when they find it is not to 
be done by force." 

** Do you doubt the Bible, sister, that you judge the savages so 
harshly ?" 

" I do not doubt the Bible," poor Hetty, ** but I much doubt an 
Indian and an Iroquois. What do you say to this visit. Deer- 
slayer?** 

*^ First let me talk a little with Hetty," returned the party 
appealed to ; '* was this raft made after you had got your breakfast, 
gal; and did you walk from the camp to the shore opposite to us, 
here ?" 

"Oh ! no, Deerslayer. The raft was ready made, and in the 
waiter — could that have been by a miracle, Ju£lh ?" 

" Yes— yes — an Indian miracle," rejoined the hunter. " They *r^ 

expart enough in them sort of miracles. And you found the raft 

temj made to your hands, and in the water, ana in waiting like for 

Its cargo ?" 

" It was all as you say. The raft was near the camp, and tiiT 



ti4 TITB SEEBSLATEB. 

ladrans put me on it, and had ropes of bark, and they dragged me 
to tlie place opposite to the castle, and then they tola that young 
ttan to row me off, here." 

" And the woods are full of the vagahounds, waiting to know 
what is to be the upshot of the miracle. We comprehend this aiToir, 
»ow, Judith, and I '11 first get rid of this young Canadian blood- 
sucker, and then we *11 settle our own course. Do you and Hetty 
leave us together, first bringing me the elephants, which the Sarpent 
is admiring ; for 'twill never do to let this loping deer be alone a 
minute, or he'll borrow a canoe without asking," ' ^ . 

Judith did as desired, first bringing the pieces, and retiring wi^' 
her sister into their own room. Deerslayer had acquired some 
knowledge of most of the Indian dialects of that region, and he. 
knew enough of the Iroquois to hold a dialogue in the language. 
Beckoning to the lad, therefore, he caused him to ts^ke a seat on the 
chest, when he placed two of the castles suddenly before him. Vp to 
that moment, tnis youthful savage had not expressed ^ singk in- 
t^gible «Hoiion, or fancy. There were many things in and aljout 
the. place, that were novelties to him, but he had maintained Ms 
self-command with philosophical composure. It is true, Deerslayer 
1^ detected his dAtk eye scanning the defences and the arm^. But 
the scrutiny had been made with such an air oi innocence, in such 
a gaping, indolent, boyish manner, that no one but a man vrhb had 
himseif been taught in a similar school, wotQd have even suspected 
Ms object. The instant, however, the eyes of the savage fell upon 
the wrought ivory, and the images of the wonderful, ipkagjn " 
blasts, surprise and admiration got the mastery of hi^i., Tno. 
manner in which the natives of the South Sea Islands first Detdd 
t&o toys of dviMzed life, has been often described ; but the reftdej is 
not to confound it with the manner of an American Indian, uiljkr 
similar circumstances. In this particular case, the young |)roqiioi8| , 
or Huron, permitted an exclamation of rapture to escape Hiin* atd 
then he checked himself, like one who had been guilty of .ijiiiide- 
cqrum. After this, his eyes ceased to wander, but became iiV^ted ' 
oik the elephemts, one of which, after a short hesitation, lie «ven' 
ptesumed to handle. Deerslayer did not interrupt him iap QtiTto 
ten minutes; knowing that the lad was taking such note of the 
curiosities, as would enable him to give the most minute , and 
aoourate description of their apx)earance, to his seniors on hisrefaXrn. 
When he thought sufficient time had been allowed to producer the 
desired effect, the hunter laid a finger on the naked knee pf'ftxe 
youth, and drew his attention to himself. . * i. 2 

** Listen," he said ; ** I want to talk with my young Menu fr!;)in 
theCanadas. Let him forget that wonder for a minute." . ' 

^ Where t'other pale brother V demanded the boy, looking tp, 
and letting the idea that had been most prominent in hismi^, 
previously to the introduction of the chess-men, escape him; pi- 
TcHustaTily. . '^ / 

** He sleeps— <» if he isn't fairly asleep, he is in the room, jmcirb 
th^ men do sleep," returned Deerslayer. "How did my JP^'t^Z 
fnmi know t^ere was anothef ^'' -''^ '-'' 
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'* See him from the ehore. Iroquois have got Img eyes— set 
beyond tie clouds— see the bottom ot* the great spring 1 . 

** Welt, the Iroquois are welcome. Two pale-faoes are prisoners 
in the ciimp of your fathers, boy.** 

The lad nodded, treating the circumstance with great apparetil 
indiiference ; though a moment after he laughed, as if exulting in 
the superior address of his own tribe. 

" Can you tell me. boy, what your chiefs intend to do with theatf 
captyves : or haven t they yet made up their minds ?" 
~ The laa looked a moment at the hunter, with a little surprises, 
then he cpolbr put the end of his fore finger on his own bead, just 
aboVe tie left ear, and passed it round his crown, with an aocuraey. 
and readiness that showed how well he had been drilled in thie. 
pectffiicr art of his race. 

** When }" demanded Deerslayer, whose gorge rose at this cool 
demonstration of indifference to human life. " And why not take 
them to your wigwams ?* ' 

*' Hood too long, and full of pale-fioces. Wigwam full» and soalpa? 
sett high. Small scalp, much gold." 

' "^ Well that explains it— yes, that does explain it. There's no 
n0cd of being any plainer. ISow, you know, lad, that tlie oldest 
of your prisoners is the father of these two young women ; and thd 
other is the suitor of one of them. The gals nat rally wish to save 
the "scalps of such fri'nds, and they will give them two ivory ► 
crcatur's as ransom ; one for each scalp. Go back and teR this ta. 
your chiefs, and bring me the answer before the sun sets." 

The boy Altered zealously into this project, and with a sincerity : 
that left no doubt of his executing his commission with intelligence 
and ^omptitude. For a moment he forgot his love of honour, and : 
an his clannish hostility to the British and their Indians, in his -. 
wish to have such a fareasure in his tribe, and Deerslayer was 
satisfied with the impression he had made. It is true, the liui pro- - 
posed to carry one of the elephants with him, as a specimen of the 
other, BUt to this his brother negotiator was too sagacious to consent; 
well kil6wing that it might nev^ reach its destination^ if coniided . 
to such hands. This litUe difficulty was soon arranged, and then 
the boy prepared to depart. As he stood on ike platmrm, ready to - 
i^p afioard of the raft, he hesitated, an^ turned short with a pro^ 
posal to borrow a canoe, as the means most likely to shorten the 
negotiation. Deerslayer quietly refused the request, and, after 
lin(|erthg a little longer, the boy rowed slowly away from the castle, i 
takmg the direction of a thi(^et on the shore, that lay less than half 
a mUa distafit. Deerslayer seated himself on a stool, and watched 
the jprofgrese of the amoassador; sometimes olosely scanning the 
whole Ime of shore, as far as eye could reach, and then placing an 
elboy on a knee, he remained a long time with his chin resting ob 
thehanxL 

Baring the interview between Deerslayer and the lad, a different 
scone jbook. place in the adjoining room. Hetty had inquired for the 
Delaware, and being told why and where he remained concealed^ 
■ho joined him. The xeoeption which Chingaehgook Rare hifl visitor 



■ 156 IHB ]>BBB8LA.TBB« 

was Ten>eotfiil ftUd gentle* He understood her ehftfaetet; and, no 
doubt, bis disposition to be kind to such a being was inoreased by 
tbe hope of learning some tidings of his betrothed. As soon as the 
girl entered, she took a seat, and invited the Indian to place him- 
self near her; and then she continued silent, as if she thought it 
decorous for him to question her, before she consented to speak on 
the subject she had on her mind. Bat, as Chingachgook did not 
understand this feeling, he remained respectfully attentiyeto any- 
tiiin^ she might be pleased to tell him. 

" You are Chingachgook— -the Great Ser^nt of the Delawares, 
ar'n't you }*' ihe girl at length commenced, m her own simj^e way, 
losing ner self-command in the desire to proceed, but anxioiis ilrst 
to make sure of the individual. 

" Chingachgook," returned the Delaware, with graye dignity. 
*'Thal; say Great Sarpent, in Deerslayer tongue." 

*' WeU, that is my tongue. Deerslayer, and father and Jodith, 
and I, and poor Hurry Harry— do you know Henry March, Great 
Serpent } I know you don't, however, or he would have spoken of 
yo«, too." 

" Did any tongue name Chingachgook, Drooping^Lily }" for so 
the chief had named poor Hetty. '* Was his name sung by a little 
bird among the Iroquois?" 

Hetty did not answer at first; but, with that indescribable feeling 
that awakens sympathy and intelligence among the yonthful ana 
unpractised of her sex, she hui^ her head, and the blood sofibsed 
her cheek, ere she found her tongue. It would have exceeded her 
stock of inteUigrence to explain this embarrassment; but, liiough 
poor Hetty could not reason on every emergency, she could always 
feel. The colour slowly receded from her cheek, and the giri kxd^ed 
up archly at the Indian, smiling with the innocence of a child, 
mingled with the interest of a woman. 

** My sister, the Drooping-Iily, hear such bird I" Chixtgadigook 
added, and this with a gentleness of tone and manner, that iroold 
have astonished those who sometimes heard the disoordant cries 
that often came from the same throat; these transitions from the 
harsh and guttural, to the soft and melodious, not being infrequent 
in ordinary Indian dialogues. " My sister's ears were open — has 
she lost her tongue r" 

" You are Chmgachgook— you muet be ; for there is no other red 
man here, and she thought Chingachgook would come." 

*' Chin-gach-gook," pronouncing the same slowly, and dwelling 
on each syllable; " Great Sarpent, Yengeese* tongue." 

* It is nDgalar tbere should be any qmstion oonocndag the eritbi of «he ^feB- 
Imown Mobriquet of '* Ymnkeea.'* Nearlj all the old writers, who tpeak of «he Xndiaos 
first known to the Colonists, make them pironounoe the word "flajg^h" as "Ten- 
^ese." Even at this day, it is a provincialism of Wew England to say '•^wgKsh," 
instead of " Juglish/' and there is a dose conformity of sonnd between "J^nfj^ish" 
and " Yengeese," more especially if the latter word, as was probably the oaaa^ be pro. 
^ short. The transition nom "Yengeese," thus pronooaeed, to "Yai ' 



nonnced short. The transition nom "Yengeese," thus pronooaeied, to "Yankees" 
is quite easy. If the former is pronouncea *' Yaneis," it is almost identical with 
" Yankees, and Indian words have seldom been spelt as they are prononneed. Thus 
Hm scene of this tale is spelt " Otsei 
fiqwdi of tt« iBdiMit voukl enflj c 



«...^^^, .^„ ^^ „^.^s have seldom been sp^t as they are prononneed. ... 

Hie scene of this tale is spelt " Otsego," and is property pronoaBced " Oi$aeo," The 
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^Chia^gaohpgook,'' repeated Hetty, in the same deliberate 
mflmner. *' Tes, so Hist called it» aad you must be the ohiet" 

" Wah-tal-Wah," added the Delaware. 

" Wah-ta I- Wah, or Hist-oh l-Hist. I think Hiat prettier thaii 
Wah» and so I call her Hist." 

" Wah ! verj; sweet, in Delaware ears V* 

** You make it sound differently from me. But. never mind; I 
did hear the bird you speak of sing, Great Serpent. ' 

** Will my sister say words of song ? What she sing most— how 
die }ook-~often she laugh I" 

** She sang Ghin-gach-gook oftener than anything eke ; and she 
laughed heartily, when I told how the Iroquois waded into the 
water after us. and couldn't catch, us. I hope these logs hayen't 
ears. Serpent! ' 

"No fear logs; fisar sister next ro(»n. No fear Iroquois; Deer- 
filayer stuff his eyes and ears, with strange beast." 

*' 1 UBderstand you. Serpent, and I understood Hist. Sometimes 
I tiiink I'm not half as feeble-minded as they say I am. Nowt do 
you look up at the roof, and I'll tellyou all. But you £rightenme, 
you look so eag^, when I speak of Hist." 

The Indian controlled his looks* and affected to comply with the 
simple request of the girl. 

'*HiBt told me to say, in a very low voice, that you mustn't trust 
the Iroquois in anything. They are more artful than any Indians 
she knows. Then she says that there is a large bright star, that 
comes over the hill, about an hour after dark, — (Hiat had pointed 
eat the planet Juinter, without knowing it)— ana just as that star 
oomes in sight, she will be on the point where I landed last night, 
and tiiat you must eome for her, in a canoe." 

"Good — Chingachgook understiud well enough, now; but he 
understand better, ii' my sister sing to him, ag'in.*' 

Hetty repeated her words, more fully explaining what star was 
meant, and mentioning the part of the point where he was to ven- 
ture ashore. She now proceeded in her own imsophisticated way 
to relate her intercourse with the Indian maid» and to rdpcat 
seversd of her expressions and opinions, that gave great delight to 
the heart of her betrothed. She particularly renewed her injunc- 
tions to be on their guard against treachery; a warning that was 
scarcely needed, however, as addressed to men as wary as those to 
whom it was sent. She also explained, with sufficient clearness— 
for on ail such subjects the mind of ^e girl seldom failed her— the 
present state of the enemy, and the movements they had made 
since morning. Hiat had been on the raft with her, until it quitted 
the shore; and was now somewhere in the woods, opposite to the 
oastle. and did not intend to return to the camp, until night ap* 
proacned; when she hoped to be able to slip away from her com- 
panions, as they followed the shore on their way home, and conceal 
herself on the point. No one appeared to suspect the presence of 
Chingachgook, though it was necessarily known that an Indian had 
entesed tm ark, the previous night, and it was suspected that he 
had since appeared in and about the oastle* in the dress of a pale- 
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face. Still, some Kttle doubt existed on the latter point; fof, as 
this was the season when white men might be expected to arrive, 
there was some fear that the garrison of the castle was increasinfl^ 
by these ordinary means. All this had Hist communicated to 
Hetty while the Indians were draggin": them along shore; the dis- 
tance, which exceeded six miles, affording abundance of time. 

" Hist don't know, herself, whether they suspect her or not, on 
whether they suspect you ; but she hopes neither is the case. Ana 
now, Sernent, since I nave told you so much from your betrothed, 
eontinuea Hettj, unconsciously taking one of the Indian's hands, 
and playing with the fingers, as a child is often seen to play with, 
those of a parent; ** you must let me tell you something from my. 
self. When you marry Hist, you must be kind to her, and smilo 
on her, as you do now on me ; and not look cross, as some of the 
dhiefs do at their squaws. Will you promise this ?" 

" Alway good to Wah ! — too tender to twist hard ; else she break.* 

** Yes, and smile, too ; you don't know how much a ^rl craves 
smiles from them she loves. Father scarce smiled on me once, 
while I was with him— and. Hurry— yes — Hurry talked loud, and 
laughed; but I don't think he smiled once either. You know the 
difterence between a smile and a laugh?" 

** Laugh, best. Hear Wah ! laugh, think bird sing!'" 

" I know that ; her laugh t« pleasant, but you must smile. And 
then, Serpent, you mustn t make her carry burthens and hoe corh, 
as so many Inoians do; but treat her more as the pale-feoes treart 
their wives." 

**Wah-ta!-Wah no pale-face— got red skin; red hearty red 
feelin's. All red ; no |>ale-face. Must carry papoose." 

•* Every woman is willing to carry her clula,'* said Hettf , smil- 
ing; "and there is no harm in fAa^. But you must love HistLltAd 
be gentle, and good to her; for she is gentle and good herself. 

Chingachgook gravely bowed, and then he seemed to think this 
part of the subject might be dismissed. Before there was time for 
Hetty to resume her communications, t^e yoioe of Deerslayer was 
heard calling on his friend, in the outer room. At this sommona 
the Serpent arose to obey, and Hetty joined her sister. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

" ' A stnager aoimal,' eries one, 
< Suxe neyer lited beneath the sim| 
A lizard's bodj, lean and long, 
A fish's head, a serpent's Umgae, 
Its foot, with triple elaw dinoiiiea ; 
And what * length of tail behind V "^HsBBXaTi 

The first act of the Delaware, on rejoining his friend, was to pt9» 
oeed jgravely to disencumber himself of his civiliz^ attire« and to 
stana forth an Indian warrior again. The protest of Deerriayer 
was met by his communicating the fact that the presenoe of an 
Indian in the hut was known to the Iroquois, and that his main- 
taining the disguise would be more likely to direot soi^eioitt t^ 
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Us nml Meat, tkau if he came out openly as & member of a hostile 
tribe. When the latter understood the truth, and was told that he 
had been deceived in supposing the chief had succeeded in entering 
the ark undiscovered, he cheerfully consented to the change, since 
further attempt at ooncealment was useless. A gentler feelmg than 
the one avowed, however, lay at the bottom of the Indian's desire 
to apipear as a son of the forest. He had been told that Hist was on 
^e opposite shore ; and nature so hi triumphed over all distinotioiui 
of habit, and tribes, and people, as to reduce this young savage 
warrior to the level of a feeling which would have been found in 
^e ^Qst refined inhabitant of a town, under similar circumstances. 
There was a mild satisfaction in believing that she he loved could 
see him ; and as he w^dked out on the platform, in his scanty, 
native attire, or Apollo of the wilderness, a hundred of the tender 
fancies that fleet through lovers' brains, beset his imagination and 
aeftexxed his hoart, 

AJl this was lost on Deerslayer, who was no great adept in the 
mysteries of Cupid, but whose mind was far more occupied with the 
Qoncerns that forced themselves on his attention, than with any of 
the tf uant fancies of love. He soon recalled his companion, there* 
fore, to a sense of their actual condition, by summoning lum to a 
sort of council of var, in which they were to settle their future 
opuiise. In the dialogue that followed, the parties mutually made 
e^ oUier acquainted with what had passed in their several inters 
v^ewv. Chingaphgook was told the historyof the treaty about the 
ransom ; and Deerslayer heard the whole of Hetty's communications. 
Th^ loiter, listened with ffenerous interest to his fiend's ,hopes» and 
promised cheerfully all the assistance he could lend. 

" 'Tis our main ar'n'd, Sarpent, as you know ; this battling for 

fie caatle and old Hutter's darters, coming in as a sort of accident, 
es — ^yes — Vll be actyve in helping little Hist, who's not only ona 
o| the best and handsomest nuiidens of the tribe, but the veru best 
and handsomest. I've always encouraged you, chief, in that liking; 
and. its proper, too, that a great and ancient race like your a, 
shouldn't coBke to an end. If a woman of red skin and red gifts, 
could get to be near enough to me to wish her for a wife, I'd s arch 
for just such another, but that can never be ; no, that can never 
be. I'm glad Hetty has met with Hist, hywsever, for though the 
first is a little short of wit and understanding, the last has enough 
for both. Yes, Sarpent," laughing heartily, "put 'em together, 
and two smarter gals isn't to be found in all York colony J" 

" I will go to the Iroquois camp," returned the Delaware, ^vely. 
"No one knows Chingaohgook but Wah I and a treaty for hvesand 
scalps should be made by a chief! Give me the strange beasts, and 
letnio take a oaLoe." 

Deerslayer di'opped his head, and played with the end of a fish- 
¥K)le in the water, as he sat dangling his legs over the edge of the 
platform, like a man who was lost in thought, by the sudden occur* 
rence of a novel idea. Instead of directly answering the proposal 
of hu friend, he began to soliloquize; a circumstanoe, boweyer* 
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that in no manner rendered his words more tme, as he was renuirk* 
able for saying what he thought, whether theremarks were addressed 
to himself, or to any one else. 

" Yes— yes," he said, "this must be what they call love ! IVd 
heard say that it sometimes upsets reason altogether, leaving a 
young man as helpless, as to calculation and caution, as a brute 
beast. To think that the Sarpent should be so lost to reason, and 
cunning, and wisdom ! We must, sartainly, manage to ^et Hist off, 
and have 'em married as soon as we get back to the tnbe, or this 
yar wiU be of no more use to the chief, than a hunt a little oncommon 
Ind extar'ornary. Yes— yes — he'll never be the man he was, till 
ibis matter is off his mind, and he comes to his senses, like all the 
rest of mankind. Sarpent, you can't be in airnest, and therefore I 
shall say but little to your offer. But you're a chief, and will soon 
be sent out on the war-path at the head of parties, and I'll just ask 
if you'd think of putting your forces into the inimy's hands, afore 
the battle is fou't^ 

" "Wah !" ejaculated the Indian. 

"Ay— Wah!— I know well enough it's Wah! and altogether 
Wah ! Ra'ally, Sarpent, I'm consamed and mortified about you ! 
I never heard so weak an idee come from a chief, and he, too, one 
that's already got a name for being wise, young and inexper'enced 
ts he is. Canoe you sha'n't have, so long as the v'ice of m'ndship 
and warning can count for anything." 

'* My pale-face friend is right. A cloud came over the face of 
Chingachgook, and weakness got into his mind, while his eyes were 
dim. My brother has a good memory for good deeds, and a weak 
memory for bad. He will forget." 

"Yes, that's easy enough. Say no more about it, chief; but if 
'another of thenf clouds bfcw near you, do your endivour to get otrt 
of its way. Clouds are bad enough in the weather; but when they 
come to the reason, it gets to be serious. Now, sit down by me 
here, and let us calculate our movements a little, for we shall soon 
either have a truce and a peace, or we shall come to an active, and 
bloody war. You see the vagabonds can make logs serve their 
turn, as well as the best raftsmen on the rivers ; and it would be 
no great expl'ite for them to invade us in a body. I've been 
thinking of the wisdom of putting all old Tom's stores into the ark, 
of barring and looking up the castle, and of taking to the ark, alto- 
gether. That is moveable, and by keeping the sau up, and shifting 
places, we might worry through a great many nights, without them 
Canada wolves finding a way into our sheepfold." 

Chingachgook listened to this plan, with approbation. Did tbe 
negotiation fail, there was now little hope that the night would pass 
without an assault: and the enemy had sagacity enough to under- 
stand, that, in carrying the castle, they would probably become 
masters of all it contamed, the offered ransom included, and still 
retain the advantanpes they had hitheito gained. Some precaution 
of the sort appeared to be absolutely necessary; for now the num- 
bers of the Iroquois were known, a night attack could scarcely bs 
successfully met. It would be impossible to prevent the enemy 
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from firettingr possession of tlie canoes and tlie ark, and tlie latter 
itself would be a hold in which the assailants would be as effectually 
XMPOtocted apainst bullets as were those in the building. For a feW^ 
minutes both the men thought of sinking the ark in the shallop water, 
of bringing the canoes into the house, and of depending altogether 
on the castle for protection. But reflection satisfled them that, in 
the end, this expedient would fail. It was so easy to collect logs on 
the shore, and to construct a raft of almost any size, that it was 
certain the Iroquois, now they had turned their attention to such 
means, would resort to them seriously, so lon§: as there was the 
certainty of success by perseverance. After deliberating maturely, 
and placinof all the considerations fairly before them, the two young 
beginners in the art of forest warfare, settled down into the opinion, 
that the ark offered the only available means of security. This 
decision was no sooner come to, than it was communicated to 
Judith. The girl had no serious objection to make, and then all 
four set about the measures necessary for carrying the plan into 
execution. 

The reader will readily understand that Floating Tom's worldly 
goods were of no great amount. A couple of beds, some wearing 
apparel, the arms and ammunition, a few cooking utensils, with the 
mysterious, and. but haK-examined chest, formed the principal 
items. These were all soon removed, the ark having been hauled 
on the eastern side of the building, so that the transfer could bo 
made without being seen from the shore. It was thought unnecessary 
to disturb the heavier and coarser articles of furniture, as they 
were not required in the ark, and were of but little value in them*- 
aelves. As great caution was necessary in removing the different 
objects, most of which were passed out of a window with a view to 
conceal what was going on, it required two or three hours before all 
could be effected. By the expiration of that time the raft made its 
appearance, moving from the shore. Deerslayer immediately had 
recourse to the glass, by the aid of which he perceived that two 
Warriors were on it, though they appeared to oe unarmed. The 
progress of the raft was slow, a circumstance that formed one of the 
great advantages that woidd be possessed by the scow, in any 
future collision between them ; the movements of the latter being 
comparatively swift and light. As there was time to make the dis- 
positions for the reception of the two dangerous visitors, everything 
was prepared for them, loner before they had got near enough to bo 
hailed. The Serpent and the girls retired into the building, where 
the former stood near the door, well provided with rifles ; while 
Judith watched the proceedings without through a loop. As for 
Deerslayer, he had brought a stool to the edge of the platform, at 
the point towards which the raft was advancing, and taken his 
ieat, with his rifle leaning carelessly between his legs. 

As the raft drew nearer^ every means possessed by the party in 
the castle was resorted to, in order to ascertain if their visitors nad 
any tire- arms. Neither Deerslayer nor Chingachgook could discover 
any ; but Judith, unwilling to trust to simple eye-sight, thrust the 
glass through tiie loop, and directed it towards the hemlock boughs 
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that lay between the two logs of the raft, formingr a sort Of Aoorm^J 
as well as a scat for the use of the rowers. When the heavy-raovingf 
craft was within fifty feet of him, Deerslayer hailed the nurons. 
directing them to cease rowing, it not being his intention to permit 
them to land. Compliance, of course, was necessary, and the two 
grim-looking warriors instantly quitted their seats, though the 
raft continued slowly to approach, until it had driven in much 
nearer to the pLitform 

"Are ye chiefs I" demanded Deerslayer, with dignity.— ** Are yo 
chiefs? — or have the Miiigos sent me warriors witliout names, oil 
such an ar'n'd? If so, the sooner ye go back, the sooner the pile 
will be likely to come that a warrior can talk With." 

** Hugh!'* exclaimed the elder of the two on the raffc, rollmg hij 
glowing eyes over the different objects that were visible in and 
about the castle, with a keenness that showed how little eseapea 
him. " My brother is very ^roud, but Eivenoak {we use the literal 
translation of the term, writing as we do in English) is a namie tb 
make a Delaware turn pale." 

" That's true, or it's a lie, Rivenoak, as it may be; but I am not 
Kkely to turn pale, seeing that I was bom pale. What's your 
ar'n'd, and why do you come among light bark canoes, on logs that 
are not even du^ out?" 

** The Iroquois are not ducks, to walk on water! Let the pale* 
faces give them a canoe, and they'll come in a canoe." 

" That's more rational, than likely to come to pass. Wh have 
but four canoes, and being four persons, that's only one for each of 
US. We thank you for the offer, howsever, though we ask Ied\^ 
not to accept it. You are welcome, Ixoq^uois, on your logs." 

** Thai]i:s— my young[ pale-face warnor— he has got a name- 
how do the chiefs call lum?" 

Deerslayer hesitated a moment, and a gleam of pride and human 
weakness came over him. He smiled, muttered between his teeth, 
and then looking up proudly, he said — 

" Mingo, like all who are'young and actyve, Fve been known by 
different names, at different times. One of your warriors whose 
spirit started for the happy grounds of your people, as lately as 
yesterday morning, thought I desarved to be known by the name 
of Hawkeye; and this because my si^ht happened to be quicker 
than his own, when it got to be life or death, atween us." 

Chingachgook, who was attentively listening to all that J)assei4, 
heard and understood this proof of passing weakness in his frioiid, 
and on a future occasion he questioned him'more closely coneerninff 
the whole transaction on the point, where Deerslayer had iir^ 
taken human life. When he had got the whole truth, he did not 
fail to communicate it to the tribe ; from which time the young 
hunter was universally known among the Delawares by an apyi^l* 
lation 80 honourably earned. As this, however, was at a period 
posterior to all the incidents of this tale, we shall continue to call 
the young hunter by the. name under which he has been first intre^ 
duced to the reader. Nor was the Iroquois less struck with the 
vaunt of the white man. He knew of the death of his eataTUA.6\ 
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potwoun tho conqueror and his victim on that occasion having befeh 
fi^en by several savages on the shore of the lake, who had been sta- 
tioned at different points just within the margin of the bushes to 
waich. the drifting canoes, and who had not time to reach the soenfi 
of action ere the victor had retired. The effect on this rude being 
Qf the forest was an exclamation of surprise ; then such a smile qi 
courtesy, and wave of the hand, succeeded, as would have done 
^df 1 19 Asiatic diplomacy. The two Iroquois spoke to each other, 
m low terms, and both drew near the end of the raft that was 
i^losest to the; platform. 
'** My brother, Hawkcyo, has sent a message to the Hurons," re- 

eed Kivenoak, '* and it has made their liearts very gl:^d. They 
' he has images of beasts with two tails ! Will he show them 
is friends ?" 
; " Inimies would be truer," returned Peerslayer \ ** but sound 
^n't sense, and does little harm. Here is one of the images ; I toss 
it to you under, faith of treaties. If it's not returned, the rifle will 
liettle the p'int atween us." 

. The Iroquois seemed to acquiesce in the conditions, and DeeS" 
clayor arose and prej^ared to toss one of the elephants to the raft, 
pbth parties using all the precaution that was necessary to prevent 
iU ]f)8s. As praotioe readers men expert in such things,, the little 
piece of ivory was soon successfully transferred from one han(\ to 
ttue otbf r ; and then followed another scene on the raft, in which 
nstonL^l^inent and delight. got the mastery of Indian stoicism, 
^these two grim old warriors manifested even more feeling as they 
examined tiie curiously- wrought chess-man, than had been be- 
trs^yed by the boy ; for, in the case of the latter, recent schooling 
had interposed its iniluence ; while the men, like all who are sus- 
jbained by well-established characters, were not ashamed to let some 
of tneir emotlicmp be discovered. For a few minutes they appa* 
rently lost all consciousness of their situation, in the intense scru- 
tiny they bestowed on a material so fine, work so highly wreught, 
km an animal so extraordinary. The lin of the moose is, perhaps, 
the, nearest approach to the tmnk of the elephant that is to be found 
an the Amorican forest ; but this resemblanoe was far from being 
eivfi^oiently striking to bring the new creature within the range dc 
their habits and ideas, and the more they studied the image, the 
jpoater was their astonishnient. Nor did these children of the 
Iprest mistake itke structure on the back of the elephant for a part 
of the animal. They were familiar with horses aud oxen, and nad 
jseeii towers in the Cejiadas, and found nothing surprising in 
oreajturea of burthen. Still, by a very natural association, they 
■supposed the carving iaeant to represent that the animal they saw 
i()rj;^s<of a strength sufficient to carry a fort on its back; a circum* 
MtjULOf that in no degree lessened their wonder. 

" Baamgr ps^^'^faee brother any more such beasts V' at last the 
amfft of iuo Jjoquois asked, in a sort of petitioning manner. 

'* There's more where them came from, Mingo," was the answer ; 
/'oao is enoiiigb, l^weven to buy of^Sity scalps." 



" One of my prisoners is a great warrior— tall «a a |nue— stcony 
as the moose — active as a deer — ^fierce as the panther ! Some day 
he'll be a great chief, and lead the army of King George !" 

" Tut— tut — ^Mingo ; Harry Hurry is Harry Hurry, and you'll 
neyer make more than a corporal of nim, if you do that. He's tall 
erough, of a sartainty ; but that's of no use, as he only hits his 
head ag'in the branches as he goes through the forest. He's strooR, 
too ; but a strong body isn't a stronghead, and the king's senerals 
are not chosen for their sinews. He's swift, if you will, but a 
rifle-bullet is swifter ; and as for f erceness, it's no great recom* 
mend to a soldier ; they that think they feel the stoutest^ often 
givin' out at the pinch. No— -no— you'll never make Hurry^s scalp 
pass for more than a good head of curly hair, and a r^utUepat^ 
beneath it !" 

" My old prisoner very wise— king of the lake— gwat wairiory 
wise counsellor !" 

** Well, there's them that might gainsay aU this, io(H Mingo. A 
Tery wise man wouldn't be apt to be taken in so fooUsk a manner 
as befel Master Hutter ; and if he gives good counsel, he must have 
listened to bad, in all that aJTair. There's only one king of this 
lake, and he's a long way off, and isn't likely oyer to see it. Float* 
ing Tom is some such king of this region as the wolf that prowls 
through the woods is king of the forest. A beast with two tails is 
well worth two such scalps !" 

'* But my brother has another beast ! — ^He will give two,*' holdinff 
up as many fingers, '* for old fadier }" 

" Floating Tom is no father or mine, but he'll fare none the worse 
for that As for giving two beasts for his soalp, and each beast with 
two tails, it is quite bevond reason. Think yourself well o£^ 
Mingo, if you make a mucn worse trade." 

By tiiiis time the self-command of Bivenoak had got the better of 
his wonder, and he began to fall back on his usual habits of 
cunning, in order to drive the best bargain he could. It would be 
useless to relate more than the substance of the desultory dialogud 
that followed^ in which the Indian manifested no little management 
in endeavouring to recover the ground lost under the influence of 
surprise. He even affected to doubt whether any original for the 
image of the beast existed, and asserted that the olde^ Indian had 
never heard a tradition of any such animal. Little did either of 
them imagine, at the time, that long ere a oentury elapsed the pro* 
gress of civilization would bring even much more extraordinary 
and rare animals into that region, as curiosities to be gazed at by 
Uie curious, and that the particular beast, about which the disi- 
putants contended, would be seen laving its sides and swimming ia 
the very sheet of water on which they had met. As is not uucobl* 
mon on such occasions, one of the parties got a little warm in the 
course of the discussion ; for Deerslayer met all the arguments and 
prevarications of his subtle opponent with his own cool directness 
of manner and unmoved love of truth. What an elephant was he- 
knew little better than the savage; but he perfectly understood 
that tJie carved pieces of iyoiy must haye iQine suoh yalne in tbo 
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tfyea of an Iroquois as a bag of gold or a package of l)eaver- skins 
would in those of a trader. Under the circumstances, therefore, h© 
felt it to be prudent not to concede too much at first, since there 
existed a nearly unconjiuerable obstacle to making the transfers, 
even after the contracting parties had actually agreed upon the 
terms. Keeping this difficulty in view, he held the extra chess- 
men in reserve, as a means of smoothing any difficulty in the 
moment of need. 

At length the savage pretended that further negotiation was use- 
less, since he could not be so unjust to his tribe as to part with the 
honour and emoluments of two excellent, full-ffrown, male scalps, 
for a consideration so trifling as two toys like those he had seen—* 
and he prepared to take his departure. Both parties now felt as 
men are wont to feel, when a bargain that each is anxious to con- 
elude is on the eve of being broken off, in consequence of too much 
pertinacity in the way of management. The effect of the disap- 
^intment was very different, however, on the respective inoi- 
Tiduals. Deerslayer was mortified, and filled Avith regret ; for he 
not only felt for the prisoners, but he also felt deeply for the two 
girls. The conclusion of the treaty, therefore, left nim melancholy 
and fall of regret. With the savage, his defeat produced the savaj^e 
deedre of revenge. In a moment of excitement, he had loudly 
announoed Ms intention to say no more ; and he felt equally 
enraged with himself and with his cool opponent that he had per* 
sdtted a pale-faee to manifest more indifference and self-command 
than an Indian chief. When he began to urge his raft away from 
the platform, his eountsnance lowered, and his eye glowed, even 
while he affected a smile of amity and a gesture of courtesy at 
parting. 

It took some little time to overcome the vis inertia of the logs, 
and while this was doing by the silent Indian, Eivenoak stalked 
over the hemlock boughs that lay between the logs, in sullen fero- 
city, eyeing keenly the while the hut, the platform, and the person 
of MS late disputant. Once he epoke in low, quick terms to his 
companion, and he stirred the boughs with his feet like an animal 
that is restive. At that moment, the watchfulness of Deerslayer 
had a little abated, for he sat musing on the means of renewmg 
the negotiation without giving too much advantage to the other 
nde. It was perhaps fortunate for him that the keen and bright 
eyes of Judith were as vigilant as ever. At the instant when the 
young man was least on his guard, and his enemy was the most on 
the alert, she called out, in a warning voice, to the former, most 
opportunely giving the alarm. 

'* Be on your guard, Deerslayer," the girl cried ; "I see rifles, 
with the glass, beneath the hemlock brush, and the Iroquois is 
loosening them with his feet !" 

It would seem that the enemy had carried their artifices so far 
as to employ an agent who understood English. The previous dia- 
logue had taken place in his own language, but it was evident, by 
the sudden manner in which his feet ceased their treacherous occu- 
pation, and in which the conntenanoe of Bivenoak changed &om 
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Kullen ferocity to a smile of courtesy* that the call of the girl ;was 
understood. Signing: to his companion to cease Ms enorta^'s^ 
the logs in motion, ne advanced to the end of the raft whidi* trdt 
nearest to the platform, and spoke. 

" Why should llivenoak and his brother leave any cloud between 
them ?" ne said. " They are both wise, both brave, and both f^nc* 
rous ; they ought to part friends. One beast shall be the pnce of 
one prisoner." 

"And, Mingo," answered the other, delighted to renew the ne* 
gotiatioxL on almost any terms, and determined to clinch the hax^ 
rain if possible by a little extra liberality, " you'll see that a pale-t 
face knows how to pay a full price, when he trades with an open 
heart and an oi>en hand. Keep the beast that vou had forgotten ta 
g;ive back to me, as you was aoout to start, and which I ror^ot to 
i^sk for, on account of consarn at parting in anger. Shbw it tq 
your chiefs. When you bring us our fri'nds, two more shall be 
added to it — and—" nesitating[ a moment in distrust of the expe* 
diency of so great a concession, then, deci^ng in its fHvour*^ 
*' and, if we see them afore the son sets, we may find a fourth,' to 
make up an even number." ; 

This settled the matter. Every gleam of discontent ranfslie4 
from the dark countenance of the Iroquois, and he smiled as ^ra« 
ciously, if not as sweetly as Judith Hutter herself. The piece 
filreaoy in his possession was again examined, and an ejacufadott 
of pleasure showed how much he was pleased with thb tmexpected 
termination of the affair. In point of fact, both he and Beerskyer 
had momentarily forgotten what had become of the subject of 
their diaoossion, m the warmth of their feelings ; but such had no| 
been the case with Rivenook's companion. This man retained tbe 
piece, a]]d had fully made up his mind, were it claimed under sttcli 
circumstances as to render its return necessary, to drop it in thi^ 
lake, trusting to his being able to find it again, at some future dayv 
This desperate expedient, however, was no longer necessary ; an4 
after repeating the terms^ of agreement, and professing to und^iri^ 
stand them, the two Indians finally took their departure, moving 
slowly towards the shore. 

** Uan any faith be put in such wretches ?" asked JncBih, wli^i 
she and Hetty had come out on the platform, and were standing 
at the side of Deerslayer, watching the dull movement of the log». 
" Will they not rather keep the toy they have, and send us off some 
bloody proofs of their getting the better of us in cunning, by way 
of boasting ? I've heard of acts as bad as this." 

"No doubt— Judith ; no manner of doubt, if it wasn't for In- 
dian natur*. But I'm no judge of a red-skin, if that two-tiriled 
beast doesn't set the whole tribe in some such stir, as a stick rafscfs 
in a beehive ! Now, there's the Sarpent ; a man with nwrves ]B^ 
flint, and no more cur'osity in every-day consarns, than is befttl^r 
prudence. — ^Why he was so overcome with the sight of the crea^' 
carved as it is in bone, that I felt ashamed for him I That^s judt 
their gifts, however, and one can't well quarrel with a man for his 
gifts when they are lawful Chingachgook will soon get over 1^ 



weabiicsiB, and rememLcr that he's a chiief, and €taA he eomes of a 
gre^t stoek, and has a renowned name to support and uphold ; but 
as for yonder scampi^, there'll be no neace amon^ 'em. until the^ 
think they've got possession of everytnine of I3ie natut of that bit 
of carved Iwnfi. that's to be found among Thomas flutter's stores !" 

" They only know of the elephants, and can have no hopes about 
the other things." 

V That's true, Judith; still, covetousness is a craving feelin'. 
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arithmetic, and 'twill be sartain to beset the feelin's of savages, 
They'll never be easy till the truth is tnown." 

"Do you think, Deerslayer," inquired Hetty, in her simple and 
Otnocent manner, '* that the Iroquois won't let father and Hurry 
' ?— I read to them several of the very best verses in the whole 
3ible,. and you see what they have done already." 

The hunter, as he always did, listened kindly and evdn affection- 
ately to Hetty's remarks: then he mused a moment in silence. 
Sphere was sometbinff like a flush on his cheek, as he answered 
sifter Quite a minute nad passed. 

yZ don't know whether a white man ought to be ashamed, or 
noU to own he can't read ; but such is my case, Judith. Yon ard 
skilful, I And, in all such matters, while 1 have only studied the 
Jiand of God, as it is seen in the hills and the valleys, the mountain 
^ps, the streams, the forest, and the springs. Much Taming may 
l)agot in this way, as well as out of books ; and, yet, I sometimes 
think it is a white man's gift to read ! When 1 hear from tho 
mouths of the Moravians, the words of which Hetty speaks, thet 
raise a longing in my mind, and I think I toiU know how to read 
*em mjrself ; but the game in summer, and the traditions, and 

}os8onsinwar» and other matters^ have always kept me behind* 
landi'* 

. " Shan I teach you, Deerslayer ?'^ asked Hetty, earnestly. " Ytm 
weak-minded, thev say, but I can read as weU as Judith. It 
^niRht save your life, to know how to read the BiUe to the savages, 
and it will certainly save your soul ; for mother told me ^Ao^ again 
and again I" 

. " Thankee, Hetty— yes, thankee, with all my heart. There at^ 
Uis to be too stirring times for much idleness ; but, after it's peaces 
and 1 come to see you ag'in, on this lake, then I'll give myself n^ 

rdt^ as if 'twas pleasure and proflt, in a single business. Perhaps 
ought to be ashamed, Judith, that 'tis so ; out truth is truth. As 
for uiese Iroquois, 'tisn't very likely they'll forget a beast with 
two tails, on account of a varse or two from the Bible. I ratheir 
expect they'll give up the prisoners, and trust to som^ sarcumven- 
ti^, or other, to get em back ag'ih, with us, and all in the castle, 
and the ark, in tlie bargain. Howsever, we must humour th« 
vagabonds, iirst, to get your father and Hurry out of their hands, 
and next, to keep the peace atwcen us, until such time as the Sar- 
peni tiiere, can make out to get ofl* his betrothed wife. If thcre'g 
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any sudden oiitk«akin' of tuiffer and ferocity, tlie Indians \dU 
fiend off all their women and children to the camp, at once ; whereas, 
by keeping 'em calm and trustful, we may manage to meet Hist, 
at the spot she has me&tioned. Bather than have the hargain faU 
through, now, I'd throw in half-a-dozen of them e£Sgy bow-aud* 
arrow ifien, such as we've in plenty in the chist." 

Judith cheerfully assented, for sne would have resigned even the 
flow«red brooade, rather than not redeem her father, and please 
Deerslayer. 

The i)rospeets of success were now so encouraginpr, as to raise 
the spirits of all in the castle, thoup:h a due watchfulness on the 
movements of the enemy was maintained. Hour passed after hour, 
notwithstanding, and the sun had once more began to fall, towards 
the summits of the western hills, and yet no signs were seen of the 
return of the raft. By dint of sweeping the shore with the glass, 
Deerslayer at length discovered a place in the dense and dark 
woods, where he entertained no doubt the Iroquois were assembled 
in eonsiderable numbers. It was near the thicket whence the raft 
had issued, and a little rill that trickled into the lake announced 
ihe vic^ty of a si»rin^. Here, then, the savages were probably 
holding their consultation, and the decision was to be made that 
went to settle the question of life or death for the prisoners. There 
was one ground for hope in spite of the delay, however, that Deer* 
slayer did not fail to place before his anxious companions. It was 
fax move probable that the Indians had left their prisoners in the 
camp, than that they had encumbered themselves, by causing them 
to foUow through the woods, a party that was out on a merely tem^ 
pcrary excursion. If such was the fact, it required considerable 
time to send a messenger the necessary distance, and to bring the 
two white men to the spot where they were to embark. Enoou- 
raeed by these reflections, a new stock of patience was gathered, 
and the declension of the sun was noticed with less alarm. 

The result justified Deerslayer* s conjecture. Not long before the 
•an had fairly disappeared, the two logs were seen coming out of 
the thicket again ; and, as it drew near, Judith announced that 
her father and Hurry, both of them pinioned, la^r on the bushes in 
the centre. As before, the Indians were rowing. The latter 
seemed to be conscious that the lateness of the hour demanded 
nnuBual exertioos, and contrary to the habits of their people, who 
are ever averse to toil, they laboured hard at the rude substitutoa 
for oars. In consequence of this diligence, the raft occupied it$ 
dd station, in about half the time that nad been taken in the 
previous visits. 

Even after the oonditions were so well understood, and matters 
had proceeded so far, the actual transfer of the prisoners was not a 
duty to be executed without difficulty. The Iroquois were com- 
neUed to place great reliance on the good faith of their foes, 
&ough it was reluctantly given, and was yielded to necessity 
rath^ than to eonfidenoe. As soon as Hutter and Hurry should 
be released, tiU party in the castle numbered two to one, as opposed 
to those on the zaft» and eseape by flight was out of the guestion* 



a9 the former bad tiiree bark canoes, to say notbSAf of the defences 
ol the house and the ark. All this was underBtood by both partios, 
and it is probable the airangement never could have been com- 
pleted, had not the honest countenance and manner of Beerslayer 
ISTOugnt their usual efi'ect on Eivenoak. 

'* My brother knows I put Mth in him," said the latter, as he 
adyanced with H utter, whose legs had been released to enable the 
old man to ascend to tne platform. ** One scalp — one more beast." 

** Stop, Mingo," interrupted the hunter, '* keep your prisons a 
moment I have to go and seek the means of payment." 

^his ei^cuse, however, though true in part, was principally a 
fetch. Deerslayer left the platform, and entering the house, he 
directed Judith to collect all the arms, and to conceal them in her 
own room. He then spoke earnestly to the Delaware, who stood 
on guard as before, near the entrance of the building, put the three 
remaining castles in his pocket, and returned. 

** You are welcome baak, to your old abode, Master Hutter," said 
peerslayer, as he helped the other up on the platform, slily pasa- 
ing into the hand of Kivenoak, at the same time, another of the 
castles. " You'll find your darters right glad to see you ; and 
Jiere's Hetty come herself, to sav as much in her own behalf." 

Here the nunter stopped speaking of his own accord, and broke 
out into a hearty £t of nis silent and peculiar laughter. Hurry's 
legs were just released, and he had been placed on his feet. So 
tightly had the ligatures been drawn, that the use of his limbs was 
not immediately recovered, and the young ^ant presented, in good 
sooth, a very helpless, and a somewhat ludicrous piotme. It was 
this unusual spectacle, particularly the bewildered eoontenance, 
that excited the merriment of Deerslayer. 

" You look like a girdkd pine in a oleaiin', Harry Hunry, that Im 
rocking in a gale," said Deerslayer, cheeking his unseasonabla 
mirth, more &om delicacy to the others, than from any respect to 
the liberated captive. " Vm glad, howsever, to see that you havon't 
had your hair dressed by any of the Iroquois barbers, in your late 
visit to their camp." 

** Harkee, Deerslayer," returned the other, a little fiercely ; " it 
will be prudent for you to deal less in mirth, and more in triend- 
ship, on this occasion. Act like a Christian, for once, and not like 
a laughing gal in a country school, when the master's back is 
tamed, and just tell me whether there's any feet, or not, at the end 
of these legs of mine« X think I can see them, but as for feelin', 
they might as well be down on the banks of the Mohawk, as where 
they seem to be." 

*• You've come off whole, Hurry, and that's not a little," an- 
ffw^ered the other, secretly passing to the Indian the remainder of 
the stipulated ransom, ana making an earnest sign, at the same 
moment, for him to commence his retreat. * * You've come off whole, 
feet and all, and are only a little numb, from the tiffht fit of th« 
withes. IS^atur' 'U soon set the blood in motion, and then you may 
begin to dance, to celebrate what I call a most wonderful and oa«* 
expected deliverance from % den of wolvas/' 
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Deerskyior rekdsed tlie arms of his fri^aidfl, as eaeh landod* «UQil: 
tlie two were now stampiiig and Emping iibout on the plaiibrins 
fiprowling-, and ntterin^ denunoiations, as they endeavoured to help 
tiie retamin|: circnlation. They had bee^ tethered too long, how<«. 
wet, to regam the nse of their limbs in a moment ; and the Indians 
1i»eing quite as diligent on their return, as on their advance, tho 
nift was fully a hundred yards from the castle, when Hurryj turn- 
ip aooidentally in that direction, diecov^^ how fast it vas 
getting beyond the reach of his vengeance. By this time, he oould 
move with tolerable facility, though still numb and awkward^ 
Without considering his own situation, however, he seized the ri^o 
Hiat leaned against the shoulder of Deerslayer, and attempted to 
oock and present it. The young hunter was too ouick for him* 
Seizing the pieooj he wrenched it from the hands of tne giant ; JxoU 
however, until it had gone off in the struggle, when pointed 
directl|[r upward. It is probable that Deeralayer oould have pre** 
Tailed m sudi a contest, on account of the condition of Bttnry's 
limbs; but the instant the gun went off, the latter yielded^, and 
stumped towards the house, raising his legs at each step^ qtute a 
loot nrom the ffnound, from an uncertainty of the actual position- of 
his feeti But ne had been anticipated by Judith. Tho whole stock 
lof Hutter's arms^ which had been left in the building, as a resource 
in the event of a sudden outbreaking of hostilities, had been re- 
VDoved, and were already secreted, agreeably to Deerslayer's 
directions. In consequence of this preeaution» no means ofierea by 
which Manch oould imt his designs in execution. 
' Disappointed in his yengeance. Hurry seated himself, and like 
sEbitter, fbr half an hour^ he was too much occupied in endeavour- 
ing to restore the circulation^ and in regaining the use of his 
iimbs, to indidge in any other reAections» By the^ end of this 
4ime, tSis raft had disappeared ; and night was beginning to throw 
her shadows once more over the whole sylvan scene. Before dark- 
ness had comptetely set in, and while the gixU were {^-eparing the 
^rening meal, Desfuayvr related to Hutter an outline of the eyents 
that had taken place, and gave him a history of the means he had 
adopted icnr the seennty of Ids ohiidren and property, 

CHAPTER XV. 

" Aa long as Edwarde roles thjs laade, 
' Ke quiet you wylle know ; ~ * ' 

T<»Qr sonnes and husbaades than be stofiM^ r* 

«.' < ioidhraokes'MiihUQQde^ilndlfloire. 

Tott leave yoore goode and Uwfalle kyngcv 

Wheime ynne ndveraitje ; 

JAkf me, «nto the true cause stjcke, 

Ana for the true cause dye."— Chattektok. 

T&B calm of evening was a^[ain in singular contrast, whik its 
gathering gloom was in as smgular unison, with the passions of 
men. The sun was set, and the rays of the retiring luminary had 
eoased to g^ld the edges of the few clouds that had sufficient open- 
ings to admit the passage of its fading lig^. The canopy over- 
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heitd'was 1i6aT7 and dense, promising anodier night of dlirkaoss, 
but iKe surface of the lake was scarcely disturiwd by a ripple* 
There xvas a little air, though it scarce deserved to be tcrined wind. 
Still, being: damp and heavy, it had a certain force. The party ia 
the castle were as gloomy aUd silent as the scene. The two ran* 
somed prisoners felt h ambled ond dishonoured, but their humilit^r 
partook of the rancour of revenge. They were far more disposeol 
to remember the indignity with which tliey had been treated during 
ike last few hours of their captivity, than to feel grateful for th« 
ptevious indulgence. Then that keen-sighted monitor oonscienoev 
by temmdingtnemoFthe retributire justice of all theyiiad ea^ 
dunid, goaded them, rather to turn the tables on their enemiee^ 
than to accuse themselves. As for the others, they wore thoughtful 
equally from regret and loy. Doerslayer and Judith felt most of 
the former sensation, though from very different oaases, whil0 
Hetty for the moment was pwDrfectly happy. The Delaware ha4i 
also lively pictures of felicity in the prospect of so soon regainiii 
his betrothed. Under such circumstances, and in thia mood, i 
-were taking the evening meal. 

"Old Toml" cried Hurry, bursting into a fit of boisterous 
laughter, " you loot*d amazingly like a tethered bean as you waii 
stretched on them hemlock boughs, and I only wonder jotr didn't 
growl, more^ Well, it's over, and syth's and lamentations wonU 
mend the matter! There's the blackguaid Rivenoak, he thact 
Lrought us off, has an onoommon scalp, and I'd give as much for 
it myself as the Colony. Yes, I feel as rich as the governor^ in 
these matters now, and will lay down with them doubloon. for 
doubloon. Judith, darling, did you mourn for me much, when :I 
was in the hands of the Philipsteins." 

The last were a family of German descent on. the Mohawk, to 
nvhom Hurry had a great antipathy, and whom he had confioundcd 
with the enemies of J udea. 

** Our tears hare raised the lake, Hairy March, as you might 
Iiave seen by the shore I" returned Judith, with a feinied levitsr 
that she was far from feeling. ** That Hetty and I should havo 
^ieved for father, was to be expected ; but we fairly rained temrs 
for you." 

" We fcere sorry for poor Hurry, as well as for father, Judith V 
put in her innocent and unconscious sister. 

" True, girl, true ; but we feel sorrow for everybody that's in 
trouble, you know," returned the other, in a quick, admonitory 
manner, and a low tone. *' Nevertheless, we are glad to see yoii« 
Master March, and out of the hands of the Philipsteins, too." 

" Yes, they're a bad set, and so is the other brood of 'em, down 
on the nver. It's a wonderment to me, how you got us off, Deer- 
fjayer ; and I forgive you the interference that prevented my doin* 
Judtlee on that vagabond, for this small service. Let ua into the 
seeret, that we may do you the same good torn, at need. Waa it 
hf lying, or by coaxing?" 

** By neither. Hurry, but by buvinff. We paid a ransom for yen 
both, and that, too. at a price so nigh, yon nad wdl bo on your 
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puard ag*in another oaptyvement, lest otit stock of goods shouldn*! 
hold out." 

" A ransom ! — Old Tom has paid the fiddler, then, for nothing of 
mine would have bouj^ht off the hair, much less the skin. I didn't 
think men as keen set as them^ vagabonds, would let a fellow up 
BO easy,^ when they had him fairljr at a close hug, and floored. But 
money is money, and somehow it's unnat'ral nard to withstand. 
Indian, or white man, 'tis pretty much the same. It must be 
owned, Judith, there's a considerable of human natur' in mankind 
ginirally, after all !" 

Hutter now rose, and signing to Deerslayer, he led him to an 
inner room, where, in answer to his questions, he first learned the 
price that had been paid for his release. The old man expressed 
neither resentment nor surprise at the inroad that had been made 
on his chest, though he did manifest some curiosity to know how 
far the investigation of its contents had been carried. He also 
inquired where the key had been found. The habitual frankness 
of Deerslayer prevented any prevarication, and the conference soon 
terminatea by the return of the two to the outer room, or that wMch 
served for the double purpose of narlour and kitchen. 

** I wonder if it's peace or war, oetween us and the savages !" ex- 
claimed Hurry, just as Deerslayer, who had paused for a single 
instant, listened attentively, and was passing through the outer 
door without stopping. "Thisgivin* up captives has a friendly 
look, and when men have traded together, on a fair and honourable 
footing, they ought to part fri'nds, for that occasion, at least. Come 
back, Deerslayer, and let us have your judgment, for I'm beginnin' 
to think more of you, since your late behaviour, than I used to do." 

•* There's an answer to your question, Hurry, since you're in sneh 
hatfco to C0TEH3 ag'in to blows." 

As^ Deerslayer spoke^ hf.' threw on the table, on which the other 
wa:^ reclining, willi oue elbow, a sort of miniature fagot, composed 
of a dozcfn stieks bound tightly together with a deer-skin thong, 
ilarch seized it cfij^reily, and holding it close to a blazin^i^ knot of 
pitio that lay on the hearth, and which gave out all the hght there 
wa$ in the room, ascertainod that the ends of the several frtickshad 
been, dijjpcd in blood. 

•* If this isn't plain Enclish," said the reckless frontier man, "it's 
plain Indian 1 Hera's what they call a dicliration of war, down at 
York, Judith. How did you come by this defiance, Deerslayer?" 

** Fairly enough. It ky^ not a minut' since, in what yon eaU 
Flontin" Tom's door yard.'' 

"Mow camo it there ? It never fell from the clouds, Judith, as 
Kttle toads sometimes do, and then it don't rain. Yon must prove 
Hrhere it come from, Deerslayer, or we shall suspect some design to 
Bkear them that would have lost their wits long ago, if fear could 
drive 'em away." 

Deerslayer had approached a window, and cast a glance out of it, 
on the dark aspect of the lake. As if satisfied with what he beheld, 
he drew near Hurry, and took the bundle of sticks into his own 
hand, examining it attentively. 
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•• Yes, this is an Indian dicliration of war, snre enongh," lie 
said, " and it's a proof how littld yon're suited to be on the path it 
lias travelled, Harry March, that it has got here, and yon never the 
wiser, as to the means. The saviiges may have left the scalp on 
your head', hut they must hav&waken off the ears ; else you' d nave 
heard the stirring of the wiHajarinade by the lad as he come off ag'in, 
on his two logs. His ar'n'Aj^as to throw these sticks at our door, 
as much as to say, we'v^ struck the war-pool since Hie trade, anq 
the next thing will be to strike you'' 

" The prowling wolves ! But hand me that rifle, Judith, and 
1*11 send an answer back to the vagabonds through their mes- 
senger." 

" Not while I stand by, Master March,*' coolly put in Deerslayer, 
motioning for the other to forbear. ** Faith is faith, whether given 
to a red-skin, or to a Christian. The lad lighted a knot, and came 
off fairly, under its blaze, to give us this warning; and no man 
here should harm him, while empry©d on such an ar'n'd. There's 
no use in words, for the boy is too cunning to leave the knot burn- 
ing, now his business is done, and the night is already too dark for 
a rifle to hare any sartainty." 

*• That may be true enough* as to a gun, but there's virtue still in 
a canoe," answered Hurry, passing towards the door with enormous 
strides, carrying a rifle in his hands. " The being doesn't live that 
dbiall stop me from following, and bringing back that riptyle's 
soalp. The more on 'em that yon crush in the q^^, the fewer 
there'll be to dart at you in the woods !" 

Judith trembled like the aspen, she scarce knew why herself, 
though there was the prospect of a scene of violence ; for, if Hurry 
was nerce, and overbearing in the eonsciousness of his vast stren^h, 
Deerslayer had about him the calm determination that promises 
ffreater perseverance, and a resolution more likely to effect its object. 
It was the stern, resolute eye of the latter, rather than the noisy 
vehemence of the first, that excited her apprehensions. Hurry soon 
reached the spot where the canoe was fastened, but not before Deer- 
slayer had spoken in a quick, earnest voice to the Serpent, in 
Delaware. The latter had been the first, in truth, to hear the 
sounds of the oars, and he had gone upon the platform, in jealous 
watchfulness. The light satisfied him that a message was ooming, 
and when the boy cast his bundle of sticks at his feet, it neither 
moved his anger, nor induced surprise. He merely stood at watch, 
rifle in hand, to make certain that no treachery lay behind the 
defiance. Ad Deerslayer now called to him, he stepped into the 
canoe, and quick as thought removed the paddles. Hurry was 
furious when he found that he was deprived of the means of pro- 
ceeding. He first approached the Indian with loud menaces, and 
even Deerslayer stood aghast at the probable consequences. March 
ehook his sleage-hammer fists, and nourished his arms, as he drew 
near the Indian, and all expected he would attempt to fell the 
Delaware to the earth; one of them, at least, was well aware that 
•nch an experiment would be followed by immediate bloodshed. 
But even Hurry was awed by the stem composure of the chief, and 



h% too, knew, that, suck a man was not to bo ontr^gred ^h fm- 

{)unity ; ne, tlierefore, turned to vent his rage on Deorskrer,'- wlft?**' 
VL*. foresaw no consequences so terrible. What mijfht liavc bcjen 
the result of this second demonstration, if completed, is unkndwnf 
fiinoo it was never made, ^ ^ .. / ' 

** Hurry,** said a gentle, soothing voice at his elbow, "it'swiclfced 
tp be so ang:ry, and God will not overlook it. The Iroquois tireatod 
you well, and they didn't take t/our scalp, though you and falfliee 
wanted to take <Acjr«." 

The influence ot mildness on passion is well known. Hetty, too, 
iiad earned a sort of consideration, that had never before been eij- 
foyed by her, through the self-devotion and decisibn of her recent? 
conduct. Perhaps her established mental imbecility, by remoting 
411 distrust of a wish to control, aided her influence. ^ Let the cktise 
be as questionable as it might, the effect was sufficiently certainr. 
Instead of throttling his old fellow-traveller, Hurry turned tO' the> 
g[irl, and poured out a portion of his discontent, if none of his ang«r» 
in her attentive ears. •, 

.. *' 'Tis too bad, Hetty!" he exclaimed; ** as bad as a e6wj^ 
gaol, or d lack of beaver, to get a creatur* into your very trap, |nd 
Vien to Boe it get off. As much as six first quality skins, in vaiifii 
ias paddled off on them clumsy logs, when twenty strokes of a well* 
turned jpaddle would overtake 'em. I say in valie, for as to ih^ 
Doy in the way of natur', he is only a boy, and is worth nefthe* 
more nor less than one. Deerslayer, you've been, ontrae to yh^ 
m'nds in letting sudi a chance slip tmrongh my fingers as w^fir of 
your own.'* ^ ^ * . ' 

The answer was given quietly, but with a voice as steady tA;% 
tearless nature, and the consciousness of rectitude could makb 1^ 
V I should have been ontrue to the right, had I done otherwise, 
returned the Deerslajrer, steadily; "and neither you nor any 
other man has authority to demand that much of me. The laa 
came on a lawful business, and the meanest red-skin that roanis 
the woods, would be ashamed of not respecting his ar'n'd. But 
lie's now far beyond your reach, Master March, and there's littlo 
use in talking, Eke a couple of women, of what can no longer bo 
lielped,"^ 

• So saying, Deerslayer turned away, like one resolved to waste no 
more words on the subject, while Hutter pulled Hurry by the sleevey 
^d led him into the ark. There they sat long in private confer- 
^ce. In the meantime, the Indian and his Mend had their .secret 
consultation : for, though it wanted some three or four hours tp 
the rising of the star, the former oould not abstain from canvasblng 
his scheme^ and from opening his heart to the other. Judith,. Ux\ 
yielded to her softer feelings, and listened to the whole of Hetty's 
.artless narrative of what occurred after she had landed. The ^^Tpods 
had few terrors for either of these eirls, educated as thejr had been, 
and accustomed as they wore to look out daily at their nch exps^isei 
or to wander beneath their dark shades ; but the elder sister felt 
that she would have hesitated about thus venturing alone into^ an 
Iroquois camp. Concerning Histi Hetty was not very ooTwmnyrioft* 



TUB BEEBfilATlia* 175 

tlV6u She spoke of Ler kindnesst and gentleness, and of the meet- 
f^ff in the forest ; but the secret of Chingachgook was guarded with 
adixewdness and fidelity, that many a sharper- wittea girl might 
nave failed to display. 

At length the several conferences were broken un by the reap- 
pearanee of Hutter on the platform. Here he assembled the whole 
party^ and communicated as much of his intentions as he deemed 
expedient. Of the arrangement made by Deerslayer, to abandon 
t{ie -castle during the night, and to take refuge in the ark, he en- 
tvely auproved. It struck him, as it had the others, as the only 
eSectual means of escaping destruction. Now that the savages had 
turned their attention to the construction of rafts, no doubt could 
exist of their at least making an attempt to carry the building, 
^nd the message of the bloody sticks sufficiently. showed their 
G9iifidjenoe in their own success. In short, the old man viewed the 
n^ght as critical, and he called on all to get readv as soon as pos- 
sible, in order to abandon the dwelling, temporarily at least, if not 
to ever. 

• These communications made, everythingr proceeded promptly 
and with intelligence : the castle was secured in the manner alreadr 
described, the canoes were witUdra^vn from the dock and fastened 
(o the ark by the side of the other ; the few necessaries that had 
|tcen left in the house, were transferred to the cabin, the fire was 
^tingttishedt and all embarked. 

. The vicinity of the hills, with their drapery of pines, had the effect 
to x'ender nights that were obscure, darker than common on the 
lake. As usual, however, a belt of comparative li^ht was stretched 
wrough the centre of the sheet, while it was within the shadows of 
^e mountains, that the gloom rested most heavily on the water. 
The island, or castle, stood in this belt of comparative light, but 
^tiU.the night was so dark, as to cover the departure of the ark. 
At the distance of an observer on the shore, her movements could 
not be seen at all, more particularly as a back-ground of dark hill- 
side filled up the perspective of every view that was taken diago- 
iiallv or directly across the water. The prevalent wind on the lakes 
of that region is west, but owin^ to the avenues formed by the 
^oount^dns, it is frequently impossible to tell the true direction of 
ti^ currents, as they often vary within short distances, and brief 
^dmerences of time. This is truer in light fluctuating puffs of air, 
thon in steady breezes; though the squalls of even uie latter are 
'iSamiliarly known to be uncertain and baffling in all mountainous 
jregions and narrow waters. On the present occasion, Hutter him- 
self (as he shoved the ark from her berth at the side of the plat- 
.jfojrm) was at a loss to pronounce which way the wind blew, hk 
loommon, this difficulty was solved bv the douds, which, floating^ 
high above the hill tops, as a matter or course, obeyed the currents ; 
but now the whole vault of heaven seemed a mass of gloomy walL 
'Not an opening of any sort was visible, and Chingachgook was 
already ti^mbling lest the non<appearance of the star mi^ht pich 
Tent his betrothed from being punctual to her api)omtment. 
Undet tiiese oircumstances, Hutter hoisted his sail, seemingly witii 
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Uie sole intention of getting away from the castle, as it nni^t*^ 
dangerous to remain much, longer in its vicinity. The air sot>ii 
^lled the cloth, and when the scow was got under command, and 
the sailed was properly trimmed, it was found that the directiou 
was sdutherly, inclining towards the eastern shore. No better 
course offering for the purposes of the party, the sing^ular craft 
was suffered to skim the sunace of the water in this direction for 
more than an hour, when a change in the currents of the air drove 
over towards the camp. 

Deerslayer watched all the movements of Hutter and Hurry with 
jealous attention. At first he did not know whether to ascribe the 
course they held to accident, or to design ; but he now be^an to 
suspect the latter. Familiar as Hutter was with the lake, it was 
easy to deceive one who had little practice on the water ; and let 
his intentions be what they might, it was evident, ere two hours 
had elapsed, that the ark had got over sufficient space to be within 
a hundred rods of the shore, directly abreast of the known posi- 
tion of the camp. For a considerable time previously, to reaching 
this point, Hurry, who had some knowledge of the Algona uin lan- 
guage, had been in close conference with the Indian, and the result 
was now announced by the latter to Deerslayer, who had been a 
©old, not to say distrusted, looker-on of all that passed. 

" My old father^ and my young brother, the JBig Pine,"— for m 
the Delaware had named March — "want to see Huron scalps at 
their belts," said Chingachgook to his friend. ** There is room for 
some on the girdle of the Serpent, and his people will look for them 
when he goes back to his village. Their eyes must not be left long 
in a fog, but they must see what they look for. I know that my 
brother has a white hand ; he will not strike even the dead* H!e 
■will wait for us ; when we come back, he will not hide his face from 
shame for his friend. The glreat Serpent of the Mohicans m^t b0 
worthy to go on the war-path with flawkeye." 

" Ay, ay Saf^nt, I see how it is ; that name's to stick, and In 
time, I shall get to be known by it instead of Deerslayer ; well, if 
such honours will come, the humldest of us all must be willing to 
abide by *em. As for your looking for scalps, it belongs to your 
gifts, and I see )ao harm in it, Be marciful, Sarpent, howsever ; b# 
marciful, I beseech of you. It surely can do no harm to a red* 
skin's honour to show a little marcj^. As for the old man, th^ 
fSather of two voung women, who might ripen better feelin s ia 
his heart, and Sai<ry March here, who, pine as he is, might bet^ 
bear the fruit of a more christianized tiee, as for them two> I leav0 
'cm in the hands of the white matt*s God. "Wasn't it for thm 
Uoody sticks, no man should go ag'in the Mingos this night, seeiiv 
liiat it would dishonour our failii and characters ; but them tha^ 
orave blood, can't complain if blood is shed at their call. Still» 
Sarpent, you can be marciful. Don't begin your career with the 
wails of women, and the cries of children. Sear yourself so i^tat 
Hist wUl smile, and not weep, when she meets yon. Qo, then ; ai^ 
the Maniton presarre yo« I" 



•• My brother wiUstay here with the scow. Wah ! will soon h© 
standing on the shore waiting, and Chingachgook must hasten.*' 

The Indian then joined his two co- adventurers, and first lowering 
iSke sail, they all three entered a canoe, and left the side of the ark. 
Neither Hutter nor March spoke to Deerslayer concerning their 
object, or the probable length of their absence. All this had been 
confided to the Indian, who had acquitted himi3elf of the trust 
with characteristio brevity. As soon as the canoe was out of sight, 
and that occurred ere the paddles had given a dozen strokes, Deer- 
slayer made the best dispositions he could to keen the ark as nearly 
stationary as possible ; and then he sat down in the end of the scow, 
to chew the cud of his own bitter reflections. It was not long, 
however, before he was joined by Judith, who sought every occa- 
sion to be near him, managing her attack on his affections with 
the address ttiat was suggested by native coquetty, aided by no 
little practice, but which received much of its most dangerous 
power, from the touch of feeling that threw around h«r manner. 
veioe, accente, thoughts, and acts, the indescribable witcherv oi 
natural tenderness. Leaving the young hunter exposed to these 
dangerous assailants, it has become our more immediate business 
io follow the party in the canoe, to the shore. 

The controlling influence that led Hutter and Hurry to repeat 
their experiment against the camp, was precisely that which nad 
induced the first attertipt, a little heightened, perhaps, by the desiro 
of revenge. But neither of these two rude beings, so rathless in 
all things that touched the rights and interests of the red man, 
though possessing veins of human feeliilg on other matters, was 
much actuated by any other desire than a heartless longing for 
profit. Hurry had felt angered at his sufferings, when first libe- 
rated, it is true, but that emotton had soon aisapneared in the 
habitoal love of g-old, which he sought with the reckless avidity of 
a needy spendthrift, rather than with the ceaseless lon^ngs of a 
miser. In short, the motive that urged them both so soon to go 
ligatnst the Hcrrons, was an habitual contempt of their enemy, 
acting -on the tmoeasing cupidity of prodigality. The additional 
chances of success, however, had their plaee in the formation of 
the second enterprise. It was known that a large portion of the 
warriow— periiaps all— were encamped for the nignt, abreast of 
the castle, and it was hoped that the scalps of helpless victims 
Would be the consequence. To confess the truth, Hutter in patti- 
enlar— he who had just left two dauehters behind him— expected 
to find few besides women and children in the camp. This fkct 
had been but slightly alluded to in his communications with Hurry, 
and with Chingachgook it had been kept entirely out of view. If 
ttie Indian thought of it at all, it was known only to himself. 

Hutter steered the canoe ; Hurry had manfofly taken his post 
in the bows, and Chingachflrook stood in the centre. Wc say stood. 
Ibr aU three 'were so skillea in the mana^ment of that species ox 
frail balk, as to be able to keen erect positions, in the midst of the 
darkness. The approach to the shore was made with great cau- 
tion, and the landing was effected in safety. The three now pia* 



178 tirZ I>XEB81AT£S np 

pared their arms, and began their ti^er-lflce ajyproach upo^ tBu 
camp. The Indian was on the lead, his two companions trcttdi^g 
in his footsteps, with a s'^althy cautiousness of manner, that ten* 
dered their prog^ress almost literally noiseless. Oocasionaliy a dried 
twig snapped under the heavyweight of the gigantic niirfy, <» 
the olundering clumsiness of the old man ; hut, had the Itniian 
walked on air, his step could not have seemed lighter. The gtett 
object was first to discover the position of the fire, which wa^ 
known to be the centre of the whole position. At length the keea 
eye of Ohingach^ook caught a glimpse of this important ^de. ' 
It was glimmering at a distance among the trunks of troo». 
There was no blaze, but merely a single emeuldering brandy a$ 
(suited the hour : the savages usually retiring and rising With tJbh 
revolutions of the sun. 

As soon as a view was obtained of this beacon, the progress of 
the adventurers became swifter and more certain. In a few ibi- 
nutes they got to the edge of the circle of little huts. Here they 
stopped to survey their ground, and to concert their iziot«ib«fn%& 
The darkness was so deep, as to render it difficult to disthigiii^ 
anything but the glowing brand, the trunks of the nearest ireesL 
and the endless canopy of leaves that veiled the clouded tetvem 
It was ascertained, however, that a hut was quite near, and Okit^ 
gachffook attempted to reconnoitre its interior. The manner itt. 
which the Indian approached the place that was supposed to eon^ 
tain enemies, resemeled the wily advances of the cat on thebtrd. 
As he drew near, he stooped^ to his hands and knees, f6r iiie^e^ 
trance was so low as to require this attitude, even as a oonveniehde: 
Before trusting Ms head inside, however, he listened long to eit^ 
the breathing of sleepers. No sound was audible, and this h>Qll»&% 
Serpent thrust his head in at the do<Mr, or opening, ns ataotiier sen- 
pent would have peered in on ihe nest, j^othmg rewarded fh^ 
nazaiclous experiment; for, after feeling eautiousty with a haaoA^ 
theplaoe was found to be emply. ^) 

The Delaware proceeded in the same guarded manner to one^^ 
two more of the huts, finding all in the same situation. H<i th^ 
returned to his companions, and informed them that the Hui^niis 
had deserted their camp. A little further inquiry eorrobbriited 
this fact, and it only remained to return to the canoe. Thedifi^ 
rent manner in which the adventurers bore the di8ap«>ointiii^tr1a 
worthy of a passing remark. The chief, who had landed solely 
with the hope of acquiring renown, stood stationary, kanf^ 
against a tree, waiting the please of his companions. He Wtfa 



now hope to meet his mistress with the i>roofs <^ his dcyrii^ Ht^ 
skill on his person, but he might still hope to meet her; andtbie 
warrior, who was zealous in the search, might always hope >t6'be 
honoured. On the other hand, Hutter and Hurry^, who ikd beba 
ohiefiy instigated by the basest of all human, motivee, th» thmmtM 
gain, could scarce control their leclixiKS. They went prowling 
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among* the huts, as if they expected to find some forgotten ehfld, 
er cmless fleepesr ; and, again and again, did they vent their spite 
en.ljie insensible huts, several of which were actually torn to 
picflea, 8pid scattered about the place. Nay, they even quarrelled 
fnt)i each otherj and fierce reproaches passed between, them. It is 
fiossible some serious oonseqaences might have occurred, had not 
the Delaware interfered to remind them of the danger of being so 
unguarded, and of the necessity of returning to the ark. This 
fiiiccked the dispute, and in a few minutes they were paddling sul* 
kaly back to the spot where they hoped to find that vessel. 

It has been said that Judith took her place at the side of Deer- 
iilayea', soon after the adventurers dei)arted. For a short time the 
fsirl; was silent, and the hunter was ignorant which of the sisters 
Ji^ ap^roj»ehed him ; hut he soon recognised the rich, full-spirited 
voice ol the elder, as her feelings escaped in words. 
't '* This is a terrible life for women, Deerslayer V she exclaimed. 
** Would to Heaven, I oould see an end of it I" 
- "The life is weU enough, Judith," was the answer, "being 
pretty mooh as it is used, or abused. What would you wish tS 
j9ee in its plaoe ?" 

•. "I ^ould be a thousand times happier to live nearer to civilized 
]^iii^s-*- where there are farms and churches, and houses built as 
lii .«iig}it be by Qhristian hands; and where my sleep at night 
gtoiM. be sweet and tranquil ! A dwelling near one ot the fortg 
jpFould he £nr heUer than tnis dreary place where we live !" 
' " Naji Judith, I can't agree too lightly in the truth of all this, 
If furts are good to keep m inimies, thev sometimes hold inimies 
.of th^ir own. I don't think 'twould be lor your ffood, or the good 
j$f Hetty, to live near one ; and if I must say wnat I think, I'm 

Si^rd you are a little too near, as it is.*' Deerslayer went on, in 
tia own steady, earnest manneor, for the darkness concealed the 
^U that Jhad oolourod the cheekiB of the girl almost to the bright- 
jC^eoa of onmson, while her own nreat efforts suppressed the sounds 
of the breathing that almost choked her. "As for farms, they 
ifftve thtir U9es» aad there's them that Uke to pass their lives 
i^n '^m S but what comfort oan a man look for in a clearin', that he 
>4^'t: find in double quantities in the forest ? If air, and room. 
ilfcnd.Ufbt» are a, little craved, the wind-rows and the streams wiA 
.iurnisn'em, or here are the lakes for such as have bigger longings 
tin wat way ^ but where axe you to find your shades, and laughing 
mmgtk and leaping hrooksi and Tinerahle trees, a thousand years 
^Idi^uata.^iearin ? Xou don't ^^ them, but you find their dis- 
ei^hled(truiiks« marking the 'artii like head-stones in a grave-yard. 
ii(^$K»s tome that the people who live in such places, must be 
;)fillra|r8 thinkin' of their own inds^ and of univarsal decay ; and 
itiwitt»:too* not of the decay that is brought about by time and natur', 
ibnt ths aecay that fi^ows waste and violence. Then as to churches, 
t&ief are good, I suppose, else wouldn't good men uphold 'em. 
oBut'they are not altogether necessary. They call 'em the temples 
!$f the Ijord; bu^ Judith, the whole 'arth is a temple of the Lord 
'lio t«oh M MTe the right miodiu I^either forts iior ohurohes make 
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people happinr of tkemaelTes. Moreover, aH k oeBtmdiotlo&'iB 
the settiiemeiits, while all is ooncoid in the woods. F<M*t8 and 
churches almost always go together, and yet they're dowiunghl 
oontradietions ; ehurones oeinff for peace, a&d forts for war. No« 
no — grive me the strong places of the wilderness, which is the trees* 
and the churches^ too, which are arbours raised by the hand of 
natur*.'* 

** Woman is not made for scenes like these, Deerslayer ; scenes of 
which we bhall have no end, a£ lone as this war lasts." 

" If you mean women of white colour, I rather think you're not 
far from the truth, gal ; but as for the females of the red men, smch 
-visitations are quite in character. Nothing would make Hist, now, 
the bargained wife of yonder Delaware, happier than to know that 
he is at this moment prowling around his natural inimies, stnyiog 
after a scalp." 

'^ Surely, surely, Deerslayer, she cannot be a woman« and not 
feel concern when she thinks the man she loyea is in danger V 

*' 8he doesn't think of the danger, Judith, but of the honour; and 
when the heart is desperately set on^ such feelin's, why there is 
little room to crowd m fear. Hist is a kind, gentle, latifhiag't 
pleasant creatur', but she Iotos honour, as well as any Delawaro 
gal I oyer know'a. Bhe's to meet the Sarpent an hour hence, im. 
the p'int where Hetty landed* and no douot she has her amuetj 
about it, like any other woman ; but she'd be all the happier did 
she know that her loTcr was at this moment waylaying a ""Tip^foy 
his scalp." 

" If you sealljF believe this, Beerslayer, no wonder you lay so 
Iftuch stress on ^ifts. Certain am I, that no white girl could feel 
anything but nusery while she beHeved her betrothed in danger of 
his life 1 Nor do 1 suppose even you* unmoved and calm as yoa 
«ver seem to be, could be at peace, if you believed ^our Uisi 
in danger." 

" That's a difisrent matter^'tis altogether a different matter, 
Judith. Woman is too weak and gentle to be intended to run 
such risks, and man must feel for her. Yee^ I rather think that's 
as much i4d natur' as it's white. But I have no Hist, nor am I 
like to have ; for I hold it wrong to mix colours, any way except in 
friendship, and saxvices." 

'* In that you are and fed as a white man should ! As for Hum 
Horry, I do thiuk it would be all the same to him, whether his wiw 
w^e a squaw, or a governor's daughter, provided she was a little 
comely, and could help to keep his craving stomach full." 

** You do March injustice, Judith ; yes, you dp. The poor £sllow 
dotes on |/ot<, and when a man has ra'ally set his heart on such a 
ereatur', it isn't a Mingo, or even a Delaware gal, that'U be likels 
to unsettle his mind, i ou may laugh at such men as Hurry, and 
I, for we're rough and iinteacned in. the way of books and other 
knowledge; but we've our good p'ints, as well as our bad ones* 
An honest heart is not to be despised, goL even though it be not 
yarsed in all the niceties that x^ease a female fa;ncy." 

*'' Y^ Deerslayev H-Ai4 ^ jou— <;4» }:<w^ f<^ m^ Jinstant^ iiij^ 
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pose I pla6e ff<M by the side of Harry March I No, no. I am not 

so far gone m dmness as that. No one — ^man or woman — ^could 
think of naming your honest heart, manly nature, and simple 
taputh, with the boisterous selfishness, greedy avarice, and overbear- 
ing ferocity of Henry March. The very best that can be said ol 
liim, is to be found in his name of Hurry Skurry, which, if it means 
no great harm, means no great good. Even my father, following 
Ids feelings with the other, as he is doing, at this moment, weu 
knows the difference between you. This I knowt for he has said as 
much to me, in plain language." 

Judith was a girl of quick sensibilities, and of impetuous feel- 
i»ga ; and, bein^ under few of the restraints that curtail the mani- 
festations of maiden emotions, among those who are educated in 
tbe habits of dvilized life, she sometimes betrayed the latter with 
a freedom that was so purely natural, as to place it as far above the 
wiles of coquetry, as it was superior to its neartlessness. She had 
now even taken one of the hard hands of the hunter, and pressed it 
between both her own, with a warmth and earnestness that proved 
bow sincere was her language. It was perhaps fortunate that she 
was checked by the verv excess of her feelmgs, since the same 
power might have urged her on to avow all that her father had said 
t— the old man not having been satisfied with making a comparison 
^vourable to Deeralayer, as between the hunter and Hurry, but 
having aotually, in his blunt, rough way, briefiy advised his 
daneht^ to cast off the latter entirely, and ta think of the former 
as a nusband. Judith would not willingly have said this to any 
other man« but there waa so much confidence awakened by the 
jgruileless simplicity of Beerslayer, that one of her nature found it 
& constant temptation to overstep the bounds of habit. She went 
no fai^her, however, immediately relinquishing the hand, and fall- 
ing baok on a reserve that was more suited to her sex, and, indeed* 
to ner natural modesty. 

" Thank'ee, Judith, t^ank'ee, with all my heart," returned the 
hunter, whose humility prevented him from nlacing any fiattering 
interpretation on either the conduct or the language of the girL 
^ Thank 'ee, as much as if it was all true. Harry's sightly — ^yes, 
he's as sightly as the tallest nine of these mountains, and the 
Sarpent has named him accordingly ; howsever, some fancy good 
Vx)k8, and some fancy good conduct, only. Hurry has one advan- 
tage, and it depends on himself whether he'll have the t'other ox 
*-^I(ark ) that's your father's Yoioe, gal, and he speaks like a man 
who's riled at something." 

** Qod save us from any more of these horrible scenes !" ex- 
olaimed Judith, bending her face to her knees, and endeavouring to 
exelnde the discordant sounds, by applying her hands to her ears. 
•* I sometimes wish I h|d no father ! 

TMb was bitterly said, and the repinings which extorted the 
woords were bitterlv felt. It is impossible to say what might next 
have escaped her, had not a gentle, low voice spoken at her elbow. 

" Judith, I ought to have read a chapter to father and Hurry 1 
«»id ^ i^ooent, but terrified speaike^ *'Qnd t/wt woi|)d wo 
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kept Item from goingr asrain on ?uch an errand, ©o'^^jin e^tti- 
thefli, Deerslayer, and tell them I want them, and thdt it'1HUl)e 
good for them both, if they'll return, and hearken to my word*/' - 

"Aha! me— poor Hetty, you little know the craviri's for g*oW 
and revenue, if you believe they are so easily turned aside Mm 
their longrm's ! But this is an uncommon business, in morfe ways 
than one» Judith ! I hear your father and Hurrr growlmg Hko' 
bears, and yet no noise oomes from the month of the youn^ t^ief. 
^niere's an end of secresy, and yet his whoop, which ought to 'rifag" 
im the mountains, aocordin' to rule, in such saroumstanceSj is 
ttlentr 

" Justice may hare alighted <m him, and his death has savMthe 
liyes of the innocent." 

" Not it— not it— the Sarpent is not the ene to suffer, if i^^^orsto 
be the law. Sartainly there has been no onset, and 'tis mostlikely 
that the camp's deserted, and the men are coming back disapp'inted.. 
That accounts for the growls of Hurry and the silence of the 
Sarpent." 

Just at this instant a fall of a paddle was heard in the canoe, for 
vexation had made March reckless ; and Deerslayer felt convinced 
that his conjecture was true. The sail being down, the ark had not , 
drifted far, and, ere many minutes,, he heard Chingachgoek, in* ^ 
low quiet tone, directing Hutter how to steer in order to reach it; 
In less time than it takes to toll the fact, the canoe touched the ' 
soow, end the adventurers entered the latter. Neither Hutted 4reir 
Hurry spoke of what had ocourted. But the Delaware, in jfassiit** ' 
his friend, merely- uttored the words "fire's out;" wMch, 2fidt ' 
literally true, sufficiently explained the truth to his listener. ' "' 

It was now a question as to the course to be steered. A B'hort 
surly conference was held, when Hutter decided that the wisest ii^ay 
wcnud be to ksep in motion, as the means most likely to defeat tHijt ' 
attempt at a surprfse— ann6undngr his own and March's intentleii' ' 
to reqxiite themselves for tiie loss of sleep, during their captivit^^' 
by lying down. As the air still baffled and continued light, it 
was finally determined to sail before it, let it come in what directron ' 
it .might, BO long as it did not blow the ark upon the strand. This ' 
point settled, the released prisoners helped to hoist the sail,- Htnd 
then ^ey threw themselves on two of the pallets, leaving Beef* 
slayer and his friend to look after the movements of the craft; As 
neither of the latter was disposed to sleep, on account of the app6idt- 
nient with Hist, this arrangrement was acceptable to all patH^l 
That Judith and Hetty remained up also, in no manner inipaired ' 
the agreeable features of this change. ' * ' ♦ 

;Pcar some time the soow rather drifted than sailed aloi^ihe 
westran shore, following: a light southerly current of the air. 'TKtf '' 
progress was dow— not exceeding a couple «of miles in the hcHfe*-^ • 
Dut the two men perceived that it was not only carrying:, ffieffl . 
towards the point taey desired to reach, but at a rate that ^vas•aaft'<i' j 
as &8t as the hour yet rendered necessary. But little was saia tb^ 
while, even by the girls j and "tiiat little lad more reference tei4I]to 
reMns «f fiUjitt tihaa to any other subject. The Indian was jdaliif ^td 
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t))« Bye; bnt (IS iniaute after minute passed, his feeling* bdcame 
iu«ra Md mwe exoited, uatii they reached a state 1*iat might hare , 
satisfi^ tho demand? of evea the most exaotinsr mistress. Deer- 
s^^er kept the eraft m much in the bays as was prudent, for the 
double purpose of sailing within the shadows of the woods, and of 
dctooting an]C signs of an encampment that might pass on the 
shore. In this manner they had doubled one low point, and were 
already in the bay that was terminated north by the goal at whieh 
tUoy ^imed. The latter was still a quarter of a mile distant, whev 
Chi nga^bjgook came silently to the side of his friend, and pointed to 
a place directly ahead. A small fire was glimmering just within 
the; ver^ of tho busies that lined the shore, on the southern side of 
the point—leaving no doubt that the Indians had suddenly re- 
n>avi4 their camp to the very place, or at least to tho very prqjcc- 
tivn of land, where Hist had giyen them the rendesnrons ! 

CHAPTER XVI. 

** I hear thee babbUng to the Tale 
-< ' ' Ofsmohineatiidoflldwers, 

But uQto me thou briog'st a tale 
Of viaionaiy hours."— Woboswoxts, 

Thb discovery mentioned at the close of the psreceding chapter, 
wjw of great moment in the eyes of Deerslayer and his friend. In 
the first plaee, there was the danger, almost the certainty, that 
Hatter and Hurry would make a fresh atten^t on this, camp, should 
the^.awal^e and afioertain its positian* Thm there was ^9 in- 
creased risk of landing to bnng off Hist; and there were tho ' 
general uncertainty andf additional hazards that must follow from.: 
tl|ci^ drcflimstance that their enemies had begun to change ^eir 
piMnitioas. As the Delaware was awate that tike hour was neov- 
when he ought to repair to the rendeevous, he no longer thonglktv 
off trophies torn from his |oes ; and one of the lirsfc things arranged 
between him and his associate, waa to permit the two others to 
sleep on, lest they should disturb the execution of their tdana, hj • 
substitotizig some of their own. The ark moved stowly, and li - 
woul^ have taken fully a quarter «f an hour to reach the point, t(t 
tbfe rate at which they were groing; ihm aff(»ding time for a little 
forethought. The Indians, m the wi«h to comceal thedbf fire from 
those who were thought to be still in the castle, had placed it so 
neiir the southern side of the point, as to render it exixesatdy 
difficult to shut it in by the bushes, though Deerslai[er: varied the 
dj;«e^qtlon of the scow, bol^ to the right and to, the mU in 1dM< hgp« < 
01 bein^ able to efi'ect that object. 

"Thwe's one advantage, Judith, in finding that ^it so near tho 
wf^W, he said, whilo faceeuting these little manosuvres; ''sinoe 
itinowa the Mingos belwe we are in the hut, and our coming <m 
'e^fk irom this quarter ^ill be an unlooked-for event. But 'tk 
lu^ky H^rry March and your father are asleep, else wo t^ouli 
havB l3m prowling after scalps ae'in. Hal there-^he bu^es aie 
bqeinning to shut in the fire-^nd now it can't be seen at all i " 

Zie^lajror waited a little to make oertaiA th^ he hud .«t huA 
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gained the desired position, when he gave the signal agreed mi, 
and Chingachgook let go the grapnel, and lowered Uie sail. 
' ' The situation in which the ark now lav had its advantages «!id 
its disadvantages. The &re had been hid by Bheerin|^ towards the 
shore, and the latter was nearer perhaps than was dearable. Stili, 
the water was known to be very deep further off in the lake, and 
anchoring in deep water, under the circumstances in which the 
party was placed, was to be avoided, if possible. It was also 
believed no raft could be within miles; and, though the trees in 
the darkness appeared almost to overhang the scow, it wo«ild not 
Oe easy to get on to her, without using a boat. The intense dark- 
ness that prevailed so dose in with the forest, too, served as an 
effectual screen; and so long as care was had not to make a noise, 
there was little or no danger of being detected. All these things 
Deerslayer pointed out to Judith, instructing her as to the oonrse 
she was to follow in the event of an alarm, for it was thought to 
the last degree inexpedient to arouse the sleepers, unless it might 
be in the greatest emergency. 

** And now, Judith, as we understand one another, it is time the 
8arpent and I had taken to the canoe," the hunter conclnded. 
** Tne star has not risen yet, it's true ; but it soon must, though 
no^e of us are likely to be an^ the wiser fcnr it to-night, on account 
of the clouds. Howsever, Hist has a readv mind, and she's one oi 
them that doesn't always need to have a thing afore her, to Bee it. 
I'll warrant you she'll not be either two minutes, or two feet, CAJb 
.of the way, unless them jealous vagabonds, the Mingos, hav^ 
taken the sQarm, and put her as a stool-pigeon to catch us; or have 
hid hex away, in order to prepare her mind for a Huron instead of 
1^ Mohican husband." 

" Beerslayer," intenrunted the girl,, earnestlv; "tids is amofll 
ijaij^erous service; why do you go on it at all}' 

**Aian!— Why, you know, eal, we go to bring off Hist, the 
Sar Dent's betrothed— the maid he means to marry, m sopn as w^ 
get back to the tribe." 

** That is all right for the Indian— but wm do not mean to marry 
Hist,— yotf are not betrothed, and why snould tw^ risk their lives 
and liberties, to do that which one con iust as weU pj^form?" 

" ** Ah !— now I understand you» Judith—yes^ now I beg»i to t^e 
the i4ee» You th^ik as Hist is the Sarpent's betrothed, as tifey 
wi it, and not mine, it's altogether his affiair; and as one mkot oa9 
paddle a canoe, he ought to be l«ft to go after his gal alone! But 
you forget this i& our af'n'd hese, oa ike lake, aid it would not 
tell well to forget an ar'n'd just as the pinch came. Then, if le^ve 
does count for so much with some people, particularly with young 
women,, M'ndsbip counts for something, too, with other some. I 
4ares to say, the Helaware can paddle a eanoe by himself, and eaa 
bring off Hist by himself, and perhaps he would like that quite as 
wellt^ as to have me with him; but he couldn't sarcumvent saroum*- 
ilientions, or stir up an ambushment, or %ht with the savages, and 
get his sweetheart at the same time, as well by himself as if he 
1^ a £ri'nd with h^ ta depend on, eTea if that M'ad ie no 
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M^n than myself. Ko— no— Judith, you wonldaH desart one 
that counted on you, at such, a moment, and you can't, in rea^n, 
expect me to do it." 

" I fear— I believe you are r^ht, Deerslayer ; and yet I wish you 
wepe not to go ! Promise me one tning, at least, and that is, not to 
trust vouraelf among the sayagea, or to do anything more than to 
fiavetne girl. That will be enough for once, and with that you 
ought to oe satisfied." 

*'lK)rd bless you! gal; one would think it was Hetty that's 
talking, and not the quiek-witted, and wonderful Judith Hutter ! 
But fright makes the wise silly, and the strong weak. Yes, I've 
seoQL yvoofs of that, time and ag'in ! Well, it's kind, and soft- 
hearted in you, Judith, to feel this consarn for a fellow creatur', 
and I shall always say that you are kind and of true feelings, let 
them that envy your good looks tell as many idle stories of you as 
they may." 

"Deerslayer!" hastily said the girl, interrupting him, though 
nearly choked by her own emotions; " do you believe all you hear 
about a poor, motherless girU Is the foul tongue of Hurry Harry 
to blast my Ufa?" 

"Not it, Judith— not it. I've told Hurry it wasn't manful to 
backbite them he couldn't win by fair means; and that even an 
Indian is always tender, touching a young woman's good name." 

"If I had a brother, he wouldn't dare to do it!" exclaimed 
Judith, with eyes fladiing fire. "But, finding: me without any 
protector but an, old man, whose ears are getting to be as dull a^ 
tis feelings, he has his way as he pleases !*' 

"^otejcactly that, Judith; no, not exactly that, neither! Ifh 
ipan, brother or stranger, would stand by and see as fair a gal as 
jWir^H hunted down, without saying a word in her behalf. 
Hurry's in 'amest in wanting to make you his wife, and the little 
he d^oes let out ag'in you, comes more from jealousy, like, than 
£K>m anything else, omile on him when he awakes, and squeeze 
his hand only half as hard as you squeezed mine a bit ago, and my 
life Oin it, the poor fellow will forget everything but your come- 
lijE^ess. Hot words don't always come from the heart, but often^ 
from the stomach, than anywhere else. Try him, Judith, when h» 
W^efl, and see the vartue of a smile." 

Peexslayer laughed, in his own manner, as he concluded, and 
thea he intimated to the patient-looking, but xeaJly impatient 
ClungaQhgook, his readiness to proceed. As the young man entered 
the eanoe, the girl stood immovable as stone, lost in the musings 
that the. language and manner of the other were likely to produc^. 
Thfi simplicity of the hunter had completely put her at fault; for, 
in hei? narrow sphere, Judith waa an expert manager of the other 
iex ; though in the present instance she was far more actuated by 
impulses, m all she had said and done, than by calculation. We 
sh^U not deny that some of Judith's reflections were bitter, though 
the sequel of the tale must be referred to, in order to explain how 
me£Ljt(d, or how keen were her sufierings. 
. Chint;e«hgook» and kU pale-face friend, set forth on their ha^i^ 



n$ 'COS DZBBSLATEf^ 

dous and dolioate eaterprisG, with a coolness emd .method that 
would have done credit to men who were on their Wyeift te t lil 
ijttstead of being on theit first, war-path. As suited his it^ltvtiGM 
to the pretty fugitive, in whose service tliey were ett^ig^,' tbe 
Indian took his place in the head of the canoe ; while I>t?erslay<w 
gruided its movements in the stern. By this arrangement, the 
lonner would be the first to land, and of course the first to me«t 
his. mistress. The latter had taken his post, without comment, hut 
in secret influenced by the reflection that one who had so mu^h at 
stake as the Indian, might not possibly guide the canoe witli the 
Bame steadiness and intelligence as another who had more oomtiiilnd 
of his feelings. From the instant they left the side of the tssk, 
the movements of the two adventurers were like themanoetme# of 
highly-drilled soldiers, who for the first time wiere called on to tooet 
the enemy in the field. As yet, Chingachgook had never^reft-ft 
fthot in anger, and the deMt of his companion in waliare ill kn^itti 
to the reader. It is true, the Indian had been han^ng ab^t his 
enemy's cam^ for a few hours, on his first arrival, and he had '<miii 
Wee entered i^ as related in the last chapter, but no conse^etioeD 
had followed either experiment. Now, it was certain that anitii^ 
•portant result was to he eJQfected, or a mortifying failure waa to 
.^ensue. The rescue, or the continued captivity of Hist, de|>eftded 
.^n the enterprise. In a^ word, it was virtually the maidett expe- 
dition of these two ambitious young forest soldiers ; and wf^ile' etna 
^f them set forth, impelled bv sennments that usually eaiYXtten 
80 far, both had all their feelings of pride and manhood eniisted 
in their success. 

instead of steering in a direct Hne to the point, then distoirt f^rom 
the ark Jiess than a quarter of a mile, Deerslayer laid the head of 
his canoe dia^nally towards the centre of the lake, with a view «o 
.obtain a positioi^ from which he might approach the shore, havaB" 
rhis enemies in his front only. The spot where Hetty had laftdeo^ 
and where Hist had promised to meet them, moreover, was ed iile 
,«ipper side of the projection, rather than on the loir£fr$ kitd lo 
f^reaeb it, would have required the adventurers to double nearly 'tike 
whole pointi close in with the shore, had not this prelintinilry step 
•been taken. So well was the necessity for this meeAttte undeir- 
stood, that Chingachgook ametly paddled on, although i4>was 
adopted without consulting him, and apparently was taking him 
in a direction nearly opposite to that one might iMnk h% indst 
wished to go. A few minutes sufficed, however, to ear^'the 
^eanoe the necessary distance, when both the young Bteb^eMsed 
paddlingv as it were by instinctive consent, and the boat Moame 
. stati<mary. 

The darkness increased rather than diminished, hut it was^ttfll 
« possible, from the place where the adventurers lay, te dis^agttieh 
, the outlines of the mountains. In vain did the Delaware tim 'Ms 
head eastward, to catch a glimpse of the promised star ; for, w*- 
■ witlistanding the clouds broke a little near the hoi42cm> ifi4iiiit 
.; quarter of the heavens, the curtain continued so far drawn as 
; tffeetuaUy to oonceal all behind it. In front, as was kaownbf the 



formAUo&of land lObove and l>ehind it, lay the point, at a distance 
of about a thousand feet. Ko signs of the castle could be seen, nor 
toaild any oaovement in that quarter of the lake reach the ear. The 
latter eirenmstance might have heeu equally owing to the distoncei 
.wiu(^ was several miles, or to the fact that nothing was in motion. 
As 6>r the ark, though scarcely farther from the canoe than the 
point, it lay so completely buried in the shadows of the shore, that 
it would not have been visible even had there been many degreeft 
more of light than actuallv existed. 

The adventurers now held a conference in low voices, consultinff 
together iMi to the probable time. Deerslayer thougfht it wanted 
y^ aoino minutes to the rising of the star, while the impatience <si 
the. chief caused him to fancy the night further advanced, and to 
^believe that his betrothed was already waiting his appearance on 
.tiiie ibpir^. As might have been ez})ectcd. the opinion of the latter 
pHeywed, and his friend disposed himself to steer for the place o€ 
refid^vous. The utmost slall and precaution now became neces« 
asaty in the management of the canoe. The paddles were lifted, 
-^id. returned to the water in a noiseless manner ; and when within 
a kusdred yards of the beach, Chingachgook took in his, altogd«< 
the^t laying his hand on his riflo in its stead. As they got still 
-mpjre wijthm tie belt of darkness that girded the woods; it was 
floea that they were steering too far north, and the course was 
ritU^red acoordingly. The canoe now seemed to move by instine^L 
i»& oajjti(>ua and deliberate were all its motions* Still it continued 
to advance, until Its bows grated on the gravel of the b^ach, at tl» 
INrafemsmpt where l^iy had landed, and whence her voice had 
'is4i»^ the psevious .night, as the ark was passing. There waie^ as 
> «auiil^ a n«|F]H3w strand, but bushes fringed the woods, and in most 
fteoftl o;?eAuMf the water. 

,.^ CJ^gachgooK stepped upon the beach, and eatrtionsly exabuined 
i^ for some distance, on each side of the canoe. In order to io 
thlsi Jie was often obliged to wade to his knees in the lake, but do 
Hisb rewarded hia pearch. "When he returned, he found his friedd 
i^<VOn the shore. Xhey next conferred in whispers, the Ijudisfii 
upprel^odii^ that they must have mistaken the place of renders- 
Touskr M^t Beerslayer thought it was probable they had mistaken 
ihfe b^itr* While ae was yet speaking, he grasped the arm of the 
Delawaifr oausod him to turn his head in the direction of the lake, 
andvpewated towards the summits of the eastern mountains. Tile 
.ok»uaslui4brpk^ a little, apparently behind rather than above 
•the.Mlt^ and.theaeleoted star was glittering among the branches 
of a pine. This was everyway a flattering omen, and the young 
tt«i^. leaned* on their riiles, listening intently for the sound of 
'04»@V9iiehing footsteps. Voices they often heard, and mingled with 
tn«im were the suppressed cries of children, and the low but sweet 
laugh pf Indian women. As the native Americans are habitually 
iOauiioua, and seldom break out in loud conversation, the adven« 
ixmxfi knew by these facts, tliaJt they must be very near the en* 
ca«i|>ipent. It. was easy to perceive that there was a fire withla 
the woods, l)y the manner in which some of ike upper branehcs of 
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the trees were illuminated, but it was not possible, wbero thef 
Btood, to ascertain exactly how near it was to themselves. Onoe 
or twice, it seemed as if stragrglera from around the fire, wei^ 
approaching the place of rendezvous ; but these sounds were either 
altogether illusion, or those who had drawn near, returned a«iin 
without coming to the shore. A quarter of an hour was passed in 
Ihir state of intense ezpectatiou and anxiety, when Deerslayer 
pro|>osed that they should circle the point in the canoe ; and by 
getting a position close in, where the camp could be seen, recon- 
noitre the Indians, and thus enable themselves to form some 
plausible conjectures for the non-appearance of Hist. The Dela- 
ware, however, resolutely refused to guit the spot, reasonably 
enough ofierinp: as a reason, the disappointment of the girl, should 
•he arrive in his absence. Deerslaver felt for his friend's concern, 
and offered to make the circuit of tne point by himself, leaving the 
latter concealed in the bushes to await the occurrence of any for- 
tunate event that might favour his views. With this understand- 
ing, then, the parties separated. 

As soon as Deerslayer was at his post again, in the stem of the 
canoe, he left the shore with the same precaution?, and in the 
same noiseless manner, as he had approached it. On this occasion 
be did not go far from the land, the bushes affording a sufficient 
eover, by keeping as close in as possible. Indeed, it would not 
have been easy to devise any means more favourable to recon* 
noitring round an Indian camp, than those afforded by the actual 
state of things. The formation of the point permitted the place to 
be circled on three of its sides, and the progress of the boat was so 
noiseless as to remove any apprehensions from an alarm through 
sound. The most practised and guarded foot might stir a bunch 
of leaves, or snap a dried stick, in the dark, but a berk eanx)e could 
be made to float over the surface of smooth water, almost with the 
instinctive readiness, and certainly with the noiseless movements, 
of an aauatic bird. 

Deerslayer had got nearly in a line between the camp and the 
ark, before he caufi^ht a glimpse of the fire. This came upon him 
suddenlv and a little unexpectedly, at first causing an alarm, 
lest he had incautiously ventured within the circle of Hght it 
cast. But, perceiving at a second glance, that he was eeitaSnly 
safe from detection, so long as the Indians kept near tiie centra 
of the illumination, he brought the canoe to a state of rest, in 
l&e most favourable position ne oould fiad, and oommeiioed his 
observations. 

We have written much, but in vain, concerning this exMor- 
dinary bein^, if the reader requires now to be told, that, untutored 
as he was in the learning of the world, and simple as he ^sver 
showed himself to be in allmatters touching the subtleties of con- 
ventional taste, he was a man of strong, native, noetical feeling. 
He loved the woods for their fre^ness, their sublime solitudes, 
their vastness, and the impress that they everywhere bore of the 
divine hand of their creator. He seldom moved tJiroagk tiietai, 
withoat pausing to dwell on some peoolicr beantj tiuilgattt him 



^eimture, thotigh seldom attemptfaig to investigate the causes ; and 
never did a day pass without his communing in spirit, and this, 
too, without the aid of forms or language, with the infinite som-ce 
of all. he saw, felt, and beheld. Thus constituted, in amoral sense, 
and of a steadiness that no danger could appal, or any crisis dis- 
Uirb, it is not surprising that the hunter felt a pleasure at looking 
on the scene he now beheld, that momentarily caused him to forget 
the object o< his visit. This will more fully appear when we d" 
scribe the scene; 

The canoe lay in firont of a natural vista, not only through the 
bushes that lined the shore, but of the trees also, that afforded a 
dear view of the camp. It was by means of this same opening 
that the light had been first seen from the ark. In consequence 
of their recent change of ground, the Indians had not yet retired 
to their huts, but had been delayed by their preparations, which 
included lodging as well as food. A large fire nad been made, as 
much to answer the purpose of toroheft, as for the use of their sim- 
ple cookery ; and at this precise moment it was blazing high and 
Dright, having recently received a large supply of dned brush. 
The e&ct was to illuminate the arches of the forest, and to render 
the whole htea. occupied by liie camp as light as if hundreds of 
tapers were buminfir. Most of the toil had ceased, and even the 
hungriest child had satisfied its appetite. In a word, the time 
was that moment of relaxation and general indolence which is apt 
to succeed a hearty meal, and when the labours of the day have 
ended. The hunters and the fishermen had been equally success* 
ful; and food, that one great requisite of savage life, being abun- 
dant, every other care appeared to have subsided in the sense of 
enjoyment dependent on this ail-important fact. 

Deerslayer saw at a glance that many of the warriors we^e ab* 
sent. Em aoquaintlmfje, Rivenoak, however, was present, beinff , 
seated in the foreground of a picture Ihat Salvator Rosa woula 
have delighted to draw, his swarthy features illuminated as much 
by pleasure, as by th« torch-like fiame, while he showed another of . 
the tribe one of me elephants Hiat had caused so much sensation 
among his people A boy was looking over his shoulder, in dull 
.curiofiity» completing the group. More in the back-grouni eight 
or tea warriors lay half recumbent on the gtound. or sat with their . 
baelM inelining against tipees^ so many types ot indolent repose. 
Their anus were near them all, sometimes leaning against the same 
trees ais themselves^ or were lying across their bocTies in careless 
preparation. But the group that most attracted the attention of 
DeeE^yer wtis that composed of the women and children. All 
the feimUes appeared to ne oollected together, and, almost as a 
matter of course, their young were near t&m. The former laughed 
and ohaited, is thar rebuk^ and quiet manner, though one who 
knew the habits of thejieople might have detected that everything 
was not going cm in its usual train. Most of the yoimg women 
seemed to be light-hearted enough ; but one old hag was seated 
apaft, with a watohftd» soured aspect, which the huntei at once 
knew betokened tlu^ tKmr« datj ei an tmpleasant diaractet had 
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been assigned ber by tbe chiefs. What that dntr vt^, he had tio 
means of knowing ; but he felt satisfied it must be, in some mea- 
sure, connected with her own sex, the aged among the women 
generally being chosen for such offices, and no other. 

As a matter of course, Deerslayer looked eagerly and anxiously 
for the form of Hist. She was nowhere visible, though the liglit 
penetrated to considerable distances, in all directions around the 
fare. Once or twice he started, as he thought he recognised her 
laugh ; but his ears were deceived by the soft melody that is so 
common to the Indian female voice. At len^h the old womnn 
spoke loud and angrily, and then he caught a f^hropse of one or two 
dark figures, in the back -ground of trees, which tum«d as if obe- 
dient to the rebuke, and walked more within the circle of the light. 
A young warrior's form first came fairly into view ; then followed 
two youthful females, one of whom proved to be the jDelawafe 
girl. Deerslayer now comprehended it all. Hist was watched, 
possibly by her young companion^ certainly by the old wonian. 
The youth was probably some suitor of either her, or her com- 
panion ; but even his discretion was distrusted under the infiuenee 
of his admiration. The known vicinity of those who might be 
supposed to be her friends, and the arrival of a strange red-man on 
the lake, had induced more than the usual care, and the girl had 
not been able to slip away from those who watched her, in order to 
keep her appointment. Deerslayer traced her uneasiness, by hf» 
attempting, once or twice, to look up through the branches of tbe 
trees, as if endeavouring to get glimpses of the star she had her- 
self named, as the sign for meeting. ^Vll was vain, howler, and 
after strolling about flie camp a little longer in afifected indifference, 
the two girls quitted their male escort, and took seats amos|* thek 
,own sex. As soon as this was done, the old sentinel changed her 
place to one more agreeable to herself, a certain proof that e^e had 
hitherto been exclusively on watch. 

Deerslayer now felt greatly at a loss how to pr6ceed. He wfeU 
knew that Chingachgook could never be persuaded to return to the 
ark, without making some desperate effort for the recovery of his 
mistress, and his own generous feelings well disposed him to aid ia 
such an imdertaking. He thought he saw the signs of an intentions 
among the females to retire for the night ; and should he remoia, 
and the fire continue to give out its light, he might disoover the 
particular hut, or arbour, under which Hist reposed ; a dreuni- 
stance that would be of infinite use in their future proceedings. 
Should he remain, however, much longer where he was, there was 
great danger that the impatience of his friend would drive hifii: into 
some act of imprudence. At each instant, indeed, he expected to 
see the swarthy form of the Delaware appearing in the hack- 
ground, like the tiger prowling around the fold. TaJdn^ all tMiigs 
into consideration, therefore, he came to the oonolusion it would be 
better to rejoin his friend, and endeavour to temper his impetuosifiy 
b^r some of his own coolness and diicretion. It required bat -% 
minute or two to put this plan in execution, the canoe retiqrmny 
to the strand some ten or fifteen minutes after it had left it. 



. Coatraiy to his ezpeotations, perhaps, Bccrslayer found tlie In- 
dian at his post, from which he had not stirred, fearful that his 
betrothed mi^ht arrive during his absence. A conference followed, 
in which Ghingachgook was made acaualnted with the state or 
thin^ in the camp. When Hist named the point as tiie place of 
meetinfi:, it was with the expectation of making her escape from 
the old position, ai)^ of repairing to a spot that she expected to 
.find without any occupants ; but the sudden change of localities 
had disooncerted all her plans. A much greater degree of yi^ance 
than had been previously required, was now necessary ; and the cir- 
cumstance that an aged woman was on watch, also denoted some 
special grounds of alarm. All these considerations, and many more 
that will readily suggest themselves to the reader, were brieny dis- 
cussedi befixre the young men came to any decision. The occasion, 
however, being one that required acts instead of words, the course 
to be pursued was soon chosen. 

. BisDOsing of the oanoe in such a manner that Hist must see it^ 
should she come to the place of meeting previously to their re- 
turn, theyoung men looked to their arms, and prepared to enter the 
wood* The whole projection into the lake contained about two 
acres of land ; and the part that formed the point, and on which 
the camp was placed, did not compose a surface of. more than 
half that size. It was principally covered with oaks, which, as is 
usuaI in the American forests, grew to a great height without 
throwing out a branch, and then arched in a dense and ridi 
foliage. Beneath, except the fringe of thick bnshes along the 
shore, there was very little underbrush ; though, in consequence 
of their shape, the trees were closer together than is common in 
xegions where the axe has been freely used, resembling taU, 
straight, rustic columns, upholding the usual canopy ofleaves. 
The surface of the land was tolerably even, but it had a small rise 
near its centre, which divided it into a northern and southern half. 
' On the latter the Hurons had built their fire, profiting by the for- 
jmatlonto conceal it from their enemies, who, it will be remembered, 
.yreTQ supposed to be in the castle, which bore northerly. A brook 
also came brawling down the sides of the adjacent hills, and found 
its way into the ]^e, on the southern aide of the point. It had 
out for itself a deep passage through some of the higher portions 
of the ground, and, in later days, when this spot has become sub- 
jected to the uses of civilization, by its windings and shaded banks, 
at has become no mean accessary in contributing to the beauty of 
the plaoe. This brook lay west of the encampment^ and its waters 
founa their way into the great reservoir of that region on the same 
side, ajad quite near to the spot chosen for the fire. All these pecu- 
liarities, so far as circumstances allowed, had been noted by Deer- 
. slsj^ner and explained to his friend. 

. '. The reader will understand that the little rise in the ground, 
.that lay behind the Indian encampment, greatly favoured i^ 
secret aayance of the two adventurers. It prevented the light of 
the fire difiusing itself on the ground directly in the rear, altnougli 
the land fell away towards the water, so as to leave what might be 
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termed the left, or eastern flank- of the position, tinproteeiedl)^ 
this covering. TVe have said "unprotected," though that is Hoft 
properly the word, since the knoll behind the huts and the ftna 
dffered a cover for those who were now stealthily axyproadiiagrt 
father than any protection to the Indians. Deerslayer did not 
break through the fringe of bushes immediately abreast of thci 
canoe, which might have brought him too suddenly within the in- 
fluence of the light, since the hiUook did not extend to the water; 
but he followed the beach northerly imtil he had got nearly <m the 
opposite side of the tongue of land, which brought him under the 
Elielter of the low acclivity, and consequently more in shadows 

As soon as the friends emerged from the bushes, Hiev stopped ttir 
reconnoitre. The Are was still blazing, behind the little ridg6»' 
casting its light upward, into the tops of the trees, producing aai 
effect that was more pleasing than advantageous, will the ^lare 
had its uses ; for, while the back- ground waa in obscurity, tho ^ne^ 
ground was in strong liglit ; exposing ihe savages and conoealitL^ 
their foes. Profiting by the latter circumstance, the young metf 
advanced cautiously towards the ridge, Deeislayer in front, foir h» 
insisted on this arrangement, lest the Delaware should be led- by 
his feelings into some indiscretion. It required but a moment t& 
reach the foot of the little ascent, and then commenced the mosti 
critical part of the enterprise. Moving with exceeding caution, 
and trailing his rifle, both to keep its barrel out of view,* and m 
readiness for service, the hunter put foot before foot, until he ha4 
got sufficiently high to overlook the summit, his own head helng 
alone brought into the liffht. Chingach^ook was at his- side, antt 
both paused to take another close examination of the oam^. in: 
order, however, to protect themselves against any straggler in iho 
rear, they placed tiieir bodies against the trunk of an oak, stand- 
ing on the side next the fire. 

The view that Deerslayer now obtained of the camp, was exactly 
the reverse of that he, had perceived from the water. The dim 
figures which he had formerly discovered must have been on tho 
summit of the ridge, a few feet in advance of the spot where he was 
now posted. The fire was still blazing brightly, and around it*were 
seated on logs, thirteen warriors, which accounted for all whom he 
had seen from the canoe. Hhej were conversing, with much earn-, 
estness amon^ themselves, the image of the elephant passing from 
hand to hand. The first burst of savage wonaer had abated, and 
the question now under discussion, was the probable existence, tho 
history and habits of so extraordinary an animal. We have not 
leisure to record the opinions of these rude men on a subject a^ 
consonant to their lives and experience ; but little is hazarded in 
saying that they were quite as plausible, and far more iugeniouB, . 
than half the conjectures that precede the demonstrations of scienco. 
However much they may have been at fault, as to their conclusions 
and inferences, it is certain that they discussed the questions witk 
a zealous and most undivided attention. For the tunc being, all 
else was forgotten, and our adventurers could not have approached 
at a more fortonate instant. 
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■ TliefdJnsles were eoHeoted near each other, much as Deerslayer 
had last seenlhein, nearly in a line between the place where he now 
stood and tiie fire. ' The distance from the oak against which the 
ymm^ men leaned, and the warriors, was about thirty yards ; the 
women may have been half that number of yards nigher. The 
latter, indeed, were so near as to make the utmost circumspection, 
as to motion and noise, indispensable. Although they conversed in 
their low, soft voices, it was possible, in the profound stillness of 
tkfl woods, even to oatch passages of the discourse ; and the light. 
hearted laugh that escaped the girls, might occasionally hav€ 
reached the canoe. Deerslayer felt the tremour that passed through 
the frame of his friend, when the latter fost caught tJie sweet sounds 
that issued from the plump, pretty lips of Hist. He even laid a 
hand on the shoulder of the Indian, as a sort of admonition to , 
eommand himself. As the conversation grew more earnest, each .' 
leaned forward to listen. ' 

*^ The Hurons have more curious beasts than that,*' said one of 
{he girls, contemptuously, for, like the men, they conversed of the 
dephani and his qualities. " The Belawares will think this crea- 
ture wonderful, but to-morrow, no Huron tongue will talk of it. 
Our young men will find him, if the animal dares to come near our 
wigwams !" 

lliis was in fietot addressed to Wah-ta !-Wah, though she who 
spoke uttered her words with an assumed diffidence and humility, 
that pevented her looking at the other. 

**The Delawares are so far from letting such creatures come into 
Kheir country," returned Hist, ** that no one has even seen their 
images there ! Their young men would frighten away the images 
•8 well as the beasts J* 

**^e Delaware young men !— the nation is women, — even the 
deer walk when they hear their hunters coming I Who has ever 
heard the name of a young Delaware warrior?" 

"This was said in good-humour, and with a laugh ; but it was 
also said, bitin^ly. That Hist so felt it, was apparent by the 
spirit beteayed in her answer. 

'* Who has ever heard the name of a young Delaware !" she 
repeated earnestly. '* Tamenund, himself, though now as old as 
the pines on the hill, or as the eagles in the air, was once young ; 
his name was heard from the peat salt lake, to the sweet waters of 
the west. What is the family of Uncas ? Where is another as 
great, though the pale-faces have ploughed up its graves, and 
trodden on its bones? Do the eagles fiy as high, is the deer as 
swiffcj or the panther as brave ? Is there no young warrior of that 
race ? Let the Huron maidens open their eyes wider, and they may 
see one called Ohingachgook, who is as stately as a young ash, and 
as tough as the hickory. * 

As me girl used her figurative language, and told her compa- 
mons to **^ouen their eyes, and they would see " the Delaware, 
Deerslayer thrust his migers into the sides of his friend, and in- 
dulged in a fit of his hearty, benevolent laughter. The other 
muled ; but the language of the speaker was too flattering, and 
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Iho tbn^s of her roioe too sweet fot him to fca latt timrr%3^ff9iy 

accidental coineidence, however ludicrous. The speedi 91 Hift^p^^^ 
duccd a retort, and tiie dispute, though oondooteaui flOod^hi]«^iab 
and without any of the coarse violenoe of tone aad gesii^ref tln^ 
often impairs the charms of the sex in what is.oalled oiyi]i2e4 *^^m- 
grew warm and sli&rhtlv clamorous. In the midst of this smii^ 
Delaware caused his mend to stoop, so as completely to ^ae 
himself, and then he made a noise so dosely resemhling'.wejil ^^ 
chirrup of the smallest species of the Amerioan'sqaxvrel, tib^ ^e«tftf 
slayer himself; though he had heaid the imitation a httnarea;$it9f% 
actually thouf^ht it came ftom one of the little ammaLsi mppfM 
about, over his head. The sound is so familiar in the wioQds^i|hi|S 
none of the Hutons paid it the least attrition. Hist* how^tgf i^-IHs 
i^tantly ceased talldng, and sate motionless. BtiU, she h&d-Si^pmM 
self-command to abstain from turning her head. She hi^^iLitti^ 
the signal, by Which her lover so often called her from tfe^/ wgi 
warn, to the stolen interview^ and it csme over her senses ftud |k^ 
heart, as the serenade afiects the maiden in the kad of^»ona.V'fv/^ 
From that moment, Chingaehgook feltoertoia tiiat.his.nrc^fQiH^ 
was known. Tliis was effectiiig much, and he could now.4PP^l!^ 
a bolder line of conduct on the pairt of Ids mistress thajisi^ imsk^ 
dare to adopt under an uncertainty of his dtuation. It/lpft j^f 
5k)uht of her endeavouring to aid him in his effort to Vfleaff tar, 
Deerslayer arose, as soon as the signal was ^ven, and thowi.htf 
had never h^ld that sweet eommunkm which is known oi$I]f j^ 
lovers, he was ndt slow to detect the great change that had j^mf 
6ver the manner of the prh i^e still affected to dispute,. tli^g^ 
it was no longer with spirit and ingenuity, but what sne sai4 wa« 
nttered more as a lure to draw her antagonists on to an easy: c^j 

Suest, than with any hopes of anacceedinff herself. Onee or. ' 
;is thie, her native readiness i^ggestea a retort, or an arg, 
that raised a laugh, and gave her a momentary advant^e; ^. 
these little salHes, the olEsprtng of mother-.wit* seajved 1^ hefeter jl^ 
conceal her real feelings, and to give to the mnmph of the/^W 
party, a more naturd slBr than it might have possessed wjthoi^ 
them. At length the disputants became wearied* and tboy ror" "~ 
a body, as if about to sepamte. It was now that Hist, loj? jQ^ 
tiihe, ventured to tnrn her face in^the direction whence thcrsii 
«ome. In doin g this, her movements were natural hut guipij 
she stretched her arm and yawned, as if overoome with a 
^ep. The chirrup was agauL heaxd» and tiie gicl £elt ^a, 
io thepositi^ of her lover, l^ongh tiieationg Iji^ht in w 
herself was placed, and the oompanitive dancness in wl 
adventurers stood, prevented her from seeing their heads, _ 
portions of their forms that appeared above the xidgeat a9« ^ < . ^ 
treie against which they were posted had a dark shadow past .1^^ 
it by the intervention of an enermons pine that grew D6^w4Q^n}t 
and the fire, a ciroamstanoo which alone would have r^^id^D^ 
objects within its dond invisible at any distance. This. De^rs^im 
well knew, and it was one xd the xeasona why h». had selected '4^ 
pnrtieular tree. *, a , . V 




^l!!h&.iiowimtvniM nearwbetiitbeoaiafi ntcesaairufarHi^jlitoacti. 
£^<yWal(^ to Bleep in a small huifc, or bower« that had heea built. n£a;r 
tCre:«^'n¥here she stood, and her o^mpanioxL was the aged hag. 
ftlreaay nlentioiied. Onoe withiu the hut, with this sleepless old 
WoMaii' stretched across the entrance, as was her ziightly practice, 
t^e h6fpe of escape was nearly destroyed, and she mi^ht, at any 
ihoment, be summoned to her bed. Luckily, at this instant, one 
of t^ warriors called to the old woman by name, and bade her 
briu^ him water tx) drink. There was a delicious spdng on the 
mrmtrp. dideof the point, and ike hag took a gourd from a branchy 
t|nd, summoning Hist to her side, she moved tdwards the summit 
of tlM rtdge, intending to descend, and cross the point to the 
ndtuf ^ fbuntain. All this was seen and understood by the adyen- 
tnrers, tod they fell back into the obscurity, concealing their per- 
sons by trees, until the two females had passed them, in walking* 
i]iist,waW held tightiy by the hand. As she moyed by the tree that 
M^ OMIngiichgook and his friend, the former felt, for his tomahawk^ 
with the intention to bonr it in the brain of the woman, But th? 
Mher tow the hazard' of such a measure, since a single scream 
ftilght bring all the warriors upon, them, and he wias averse to t^e 
a6t oA eonsidemtiontf of hunumity* ■> His nandf therefore, prevented 
the blow.' Still as iAie two mov«d past, the chirrup was repeated, 
mtd.the Huron woman stopped and traced the tree whencp the 
Bounds seemed to> proceed, staging oit the moment within six &g^ 
^ U^ enemies. 8he esq>res8ed her surprise that a s(wrrcl ^ould 
1^ in motion at bo late aa hour, and said it boded. eyH. Hist 
ftHisfwefed that she had heard the same sq,uicrel three times within 
the last twen^ minutes, and that she supposed it was waiting to 
obtain iBome of the erumbs Left from the late iMipper. This ex- 
. flaniiti&n seemed Batisfaotory^ Mid they moved towards the 
|prin^,- the men foUawing stealthily and closely<. The gourd was 
iulcd, and the bid woman was hniiryjng baok, her hand stil^ «p»sp- 
in^ the wrist of ^e giri, whca^hB was <8iMi)d^y seized so vi^il^atly 
1>y the throat ai^ to <»luse her to release her captive, and to prevent 
iihr making* any other sound than a sort of gurgling* sujSocating 
skbise. The Serpent passed his arm tomnd the waiist of his mi^ess, 
knd dashed threii|:h the boshes with her, on the north side of the 
Tpcftnt. Herd he immediately turned akqg the beaoh, and ran 
towards the Hianoe* A mwe direct, course could have been takea» 
'buf It might have led to a diseoverr of the place of epibarkii^K* 
"^ , Deeralayer kept i)laying on the thsoat of the i^ :WOmn» ak^ the 
%!^4'6f ita organ, oeoasionaify aUowdng h^t -to'breatitke, and then 
'eimipressdng' his fingers agam, nearly to strangling. The brief 
int^ervals for breath, however, were well imifforve4 and tho hag 
Btieceeded in letting out a screeeh or two that aerred te^ alarm the 
bamp; The tramp of the warriorB, as they spran^r frton the ^e, 
iwas t^ainly audible ; and at the next moment three w £our of them 
'appeared on the top of the ridge, drawn against tha background of 
light, resembUnjpr the dim shadows of the phantasmagoria^ It was 
"RO^v quite time toir the himter to retreat. Tripping up the heels of 
his captive, and giving her throat a parting squeeze, quite as much 
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in Tesentment at her indoxuitable efiMs to scmBd the aIsriii,'Si 
f^m any policy, he left her on her back, and moved towaids th* 
bushes ; his rifle at a poise, and his head oyer his shouldem, like a 
lion at bay. 



CHAPTER XVIL 



ftsr, 



" Thege, re wise aaiaia, ^behold your light, your 
Te would be dnpes and victims, and ye are, 

Jm it enongh f or, most I, while a thnll 

Xdvei ia your wpient boaoms, oheat yott BtiB ff-^Moosa. 

.. - <-^ 

Thx fife, the canoe, and the fspiing, near -wiaeh Deerslayar eam»y 
menced his retreat, would have stood in the angles of afzianglb^' 
of tolerably equal ddes. The distance from tiie fire to the,' boa^ 
was a little less than the distftruce ^m the fire to the spainf, whilft 
the distance from the spring to the boat was about equal torthat 
between the two points nrst nained. This, howeyer, was in st^Big|it 
lines — a means or escape to which the fugitives could not x^mt« 
They were obliged 4o have recourse to a detour in order to get ijie 
cover of the bushes, and to follow the curvature of the beach/ 
Under these disadvantages, then, ih& hunter commenced his retreat 
— disadvantages that he felt to bo so much the greatest, icom "hh. 
knowledge of the habits of all Indians, who rarely faU in. caries o£ 
sudden alarm, more especially wh«i in the midst of oover» imme* 
diatcly to throw out flankers, with a view to meet their foes at afl. 
points, and, if possible, to turn their rear. That some such course 
was now adopted, he believed from the tramp of feet, whi^ not- 
only came up the asceht, as related, but we^^ also heard, under 
the faint impulse, diver^ring not only* towards the hill in the rearv 
but towards the extremity of the point, in a direction opposite to 
that he was about to take himself. Promptitude eonsequently be-> 
came a matter of the last importance^ as the parties mi^t meet on 
the strand before the fugitive could reach the canoe. 

l^otwithstanding the pressing nature of the emergency, Deert 
slayer hesitated a single instant ere he plunged into the bushes 
that lined the shore. His feelings had oeen awakened by thd 
whole scene, and a stenmess of purpose had come over him-, Uh 
which he was ordinarily a stranger. Four dark figures loom^ om. 
the ridge, drawn against the bnghtaess of the fire, and an enemy 
might have been sacrifioed at a glanee. The Indians had pans^' 
to gaze into the gloom, in search of the soreeching hag ; and mil^ 
many a man less given to reflection than that of the hunter, tb^ 
d^atn of one of them would have been certain. Luckily, he wa% 
more prudent. Although the rifle dropped a little towards tibe Core-, 
most of his pursuers, he did not aim or fire, but disappeared in th^ 
cover. To gain the beach, and to follow it rouna to the place- 
where Ohingachgook was already in the canoe, with Hist, anxiou^. 
waitinff his appearance, occupied but a moment. Laying his nfla 
in the bottom of the canoe, Beershtver stooped to eive the latter a 
vigoroiiB above from the shore, wnea a powerful Indian lieap<^ 



ikarqm^.iht bui$1ias» alightdag like a panther on his back. Eyeryr 
tluitgr'waft XH)W Busx^iidea by a hair ; a false ste^) ruining all. With 
a gener(^<7 that wonld have rendered a Eoman illustrious through- 
out all time, but which, in the career of one so simple and humble^ 
would have been for ever lost to the world, but for this unpretend- 
ing legend, Deerslayer threw all his foroa into, a desperate effort, 
shoved the canoe off with a power that sent it a hundi'ed feet 
from the shore as it might be in an instant, and fell forward 
itito the lake himself, face downward ; his assailant necessarily 
following him. 

Although the water was deep within a &w yaxds of the beaoh, it 
was not more than breast-high as close in as tne spot where the two 
oombatants fell. Still this was ouite ffliffieidnt to destroy on^ who 
had vonk under the gr^at disadvantages in which Deerslayer was 
plaoed. HiB hands were £ree« however, and the savage was com- 

fdUed to relinquish his hug to k^ep his own face above the surface. 
or half a minute there was a desperate struggle, like the flounder-* 
ing of an alligator that has just seized «ome powerful prey, aud 
.then both stood erect, grasping each other's arms, in order to pre- 
rent tiie use of the deadly knife in the darkness. What maght 
have been the issue of this severe personal struggle cannot bo 
known, for half>a-dozen savaffesoameleapim^ into the water to the 
aid of their friend, and Deerslaver yielded mnifielf a prisoner ydth 
d dignity that was as remarkable as his self-devotion. 

^0 quit the lake and load their new oaptive. to the Ere ocQupled 
l3ie Indians but another minute. So muoh engaged were they all 
with liie struggle and its consequences, that the eanoe. was unseen^ 
though it lay so near the shore as to 7<inder every syllable that 
was uttered perfectly intelligible to the Delaware and his be- 
trothed ; and the whole partv left the spot, some continuing the 
imrsuit after Hist, along the beaoh, though most proceeded to Uie 
right* Here Deerslaycr's antagonist so far recovered his breath 
and his recollection, for he had been throttled nearly to strangula- 
tion, as to relate the manner in which the girl had got off. It was 
now too late to assail the other fugitives, for no sooner was his 
^end led into the bushes than the Delaware placed his paddle into 
the water, and the light canoe glided noiselessly away, holding iti 
course towards the centre of the lake, until safe from shot, aftei 
whi^h it sought the ark. 

When Deerslayer reached the fire, he found himself surrounded 
by no less than eight grim savages, among whom was his old ac- 
auaintance Eivenoak. As soon as the latter -oaught a g:limpse oi 
tne cantive's countenance, he spoke apart to his companions, and 
6 low out general esdamation of pleasure and surprise escaped 
them. They knew that the conqueror of their late friend, he who 
had fallen on the opposite side of the lake, was in their hands, and 
subject to their mercy or vengeance. There was no little admira- 
tion mingled in the feromous looks that were thrown on the pri- 
soner, an admiration that was as much excited by his present 
composure as by his past deeds. This scene may be said to have 
Mcn t^e commencemeat of the great and terrible reputatioA that 



Deer^yer, or Hawkeye, as lie was afterwards ca]led, ^^Kd 
among all the tribes of ,Kew York and Canada ; a reputatfon fhaF 
iras certainly more limited in its territorial and numerical, extent'' 
thaji those which are possessed m civilized life, but which wus; 
(Mmpensated for what it wanted in these particulars, perhaps, by ' 
its greater justice, and the total absence of mystincalion and 
manai^emeat. 

The arms of Deerslayer were not pinioned, and he was left the^ 
free use of his hands, nis knife haying been first removed. The 
only precaution that was taken to secure his person was untUriiig' 
watchfulness, and a strong rope of bark that passed from a^kle to^ 
ankle, not bo much to prevent his walking as to place an obslacle| 
in. the way o£ his attempting to escape by any sudden leap. 'Breti' 
this extra proyisioB against flight was not made until the captire' 
had been brought to the light and his character ascertained, li^ 
WIS, in fact, a comi^ment to his prowess, and he felt proud of th& 
distinotion. That ne might be bound when the warriors slept iio. 
thought probaUe, but to be bound in the moment of capture 
showed tnat he was already, and thus early, attaining a' name.- 
While the young Indians were fastening the rope, he wondered if 
Ghi&gachgook would have been treated in the same manner, ha4 
he too fallen into the hands of the enemy. Nor did the reputation, 
of the youn^ pale-face rest altogether on his success in the preyiouis" 
combat, or m his discriminating and cool manner of managing the 
late negotiation; for it had received a great accession by ifief 
occurrences of the niglit. Ignorant of the movements of tlie arl^ 
and of the acoident that had brought their fire into view, the 
Iroquoii attributed the discovery of their new camp to the vigilanc^ 
of so shrewd a foe. The manner in which he ventured Upon the 
point, the abstraction or escape of Hist, and, most of all, the self- 
oavotion of the prisoner, xmitcd to the readiness with which he had! 
sent the canoe adrift, were so many important links in the chain of 
iftcts on which his growing fame was founded. Many of these clr*' . 
cnmsiances had been seen, some had been explained, and all-werci 
understood. ' 

While this admiration imd these honours were so unreservedly 
bestowed on Deerslayer, he did not escape some of the penalties of 
lus situation. He was permitted to seat himself on the end of a 
log, near the fire, in order to dry his cloUies, his late adversary 
standing opposite, now holding^ articles of his own scanty vcstmeiitB 
to the hu^ot, and now feeling ms throat, on which the marks of 'h{4 
enemy's fingers were still quite visible. The rest of the waijriori 
eonsulted together, near at hand,^ all thoso who had been ou^ 
having returned to report that no signs of any otlier prowlers liea^ 
the camp were to be found* In this state of things the old woinan. 
whose name was Shebear, in plain English* approached Deerslay.e^ 
with her fists dendhed and her eyes flashing fire. Hitherto she 
had been oooupied with screaming, an employment at which she ha4 
played her part with no small d^ee of success, but having sttC^ 
oeeded in effeetually alarming all within reach of a pair of lun'gi 
that had been strengthened by long practice* she next turned her 



altQutioii to the injuries her own person had sustl&ined in the 

Srug^Ie. These were in no manner material, though they w^re 
' a nature to arouse all the fury of a woman who had long ceased 
to attract hy means of the gentler qualities, and who was much 
disposed to reveng'e the hardships she had so long endured, as the 
neglected wife and mother of savages, on all who came within her 
power. If Dcerslayer had not permanently injured her, he had 
temporarily caused her to suffer, and she was not a person to 
overlook a wrong of this nature on account of its motive. 

*\ Skunk of the pale-faces," commenced this exasperated and semi- 
poetic fury, shaking her hst under the nose of the impassable 
hunter, **you are not even a woman. Your friends, the Dela* 
wares» are only women, and you are their sheep. Your own people 
will not own you, and no tribe of red men would have you in 
tjieir wigwams ; you skulk among petticoated warriors. You slay 
our brave friend who has left us?— no— his great soul scorned to 
iight you, and left his body rather than have the shame of slaying 
l/ou ! But the blood that you spilt when the spirit was not locmng 
Qit, has not sunk into the ground. It must be burled in your 
groans— what music do I hear? Those are not the wailings of a 
red man !— no red warrior jjroans so much like a hog. Theyoome 
from a pale-face throat— a xengeese bosom, and sound as pleasant 
as girls singinof. Boo:— skunk— wood-chuck— mink— hedge-hog— 
plgptoad— spider— lengee '* ' 

Here the old woman having expended her breath and exhausted 
her epithets^ was fain to pause a moment, though both her fists 
wete shook in the prisoner s face, and the whole of 'her wrinkled 
countenance was filled with fierce resentment. Deerslayer looked 
upon these impotent attempts to arouse him as indifferently as a 
gentleman in our own state of society regards the vituperative 
ferms of a blackguard ; the one party feeling that the tongue of an 
old woman could never injure a warrior, and the other Knowing 
that mendacity and vul^aritv can only x>ermanently affect those 
who resort to their use ; but ne was spai^ any farther attack at 
pre,seAt by tiie interposition of Rivenoak, who shoved aside the hag, 
tndding her q^uit the spot, and prepared to take his seat at the 
side of his prisoner. The old woman withdrew, but the hunter 
^'cU understood that he was to be the subject of all her means of 
annoyance, if not of positive injury, so long as he remained in the 
power of his enemies ; for nothing rankles so deeply as the con- 
ficiousness that an attempt to irritate has been met by contempt, a 
leeli^ that i* usually the most passive of any that is harboured in 
{[he hUpmn breast. lUvenoak quietly took the seat we have men« 
tioned, and, after a shqrt pause, he commenced a dialogue, which 
t;e translate, as usual, for the benefit of those readers who have 
liot' studied the North American languages. 
' ** My pale-face friend is very welcome," said the Indian, with a 
xamiliar nod, and a smile so covert that it required all Deerslayer's 
yigilance to detect, and not a little of his philosophy to detect un* 
jboved; ''he is welcome. The Hurons keep a hot fire to dry the 
white man's dothes by." 
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" I 4hiink yan, Hnros, or Mingo', as I most Eke to caH Ton,? 
wtiirii^d the other; "I thank you for the w^elcome, and I thanfc 
you for the fire. £aoh is gooa in its way, and the last is very 
^ocd, when one has been in a spring as cold as the Glimmergiass^ 
Even Huron warmth may be pleasant, at such a time, to a man 
m i th a Ddaware heart. ' ' 

" The pale-face— but my brother has a name ? So great a war- 
lior would not have lived witiiout a name }** 

"Mingo," said the hunter, a little of the weakness of homan: 
nature exhibiting itself in the giance of his eye and the colour on 
his cheek — " Mingo, your brave called me Hawkeyv; I sup^se on 
account of a quick and sartain aim* when he was lying with hia 
xiead in my lap, afore his spirit started for the happy hunting- 
grounds/' 

'"Tis a good name ! The hawk is sure of his blow. Hawkeya 
is not a woman ; why does he live with the Delawares ?*' 

** I understand you, Mingo, but we look on all that as $ aar- 
cumvention of some of your subtle devils, and deny the charge. 
Provideaice placed me among the Delawares young, and, 'bating^ 
what Christian usa^s demand of my colour and gifts, I hope to 
live and die in theur tribe. Still, I do not mean to throw away 
altogether my natinre rights, and shaU strive to do a palfi-face'a 
duty in red-skin sodety." 

" Good ; a Huron is a red-skin, as well as a Delaware. Hawk^ 
eye is more of a Huron than of a woman." 

** I suppose yoH know, Mingo, your own meaning ; if yon don't 
I make no qvbistion 'tis well known to Satan. But if you wi^ t^ 
got anting out of me, speak plainer, for bargains oaimot be 
made blindfolded, or tongue-tied. 

** Good : Hawkeve has not a forked tongue, and he Hkes to say 
what he thinks. He is an aoauaintance of the Muskrat," — ^this 
was a name by which ail the Indians designated Hutter, — " and he 
has lived in his wigwam : but he is not a friend. He wants no 
scalps, like a miserable Indian, but fights like a stout-hearted pale- 
face. The Muskrat is neitho* white, nor red ; neither a beast, not 
a fish. He is a water-snake ; sometimes in tiie spring and some- 
times on the land. He looks for scalps, like an outcast. Hawkeve 
can go back and tdil him how he has outwitted the Hurons, how ne 
has escaped ; and when his eyes are in a fog, when he can't see as 
far as from his cabin to the woods, then Hawkeve can open the 
door for the Hurons. And how will the plunder be divided? 
Why, Hawkeye will carry oway tiie most, and the Hurons wi|l 
take what he may choose to leave behind him. The scalps can jgfo 
to Canada, for a pale-face has no satisfaction in them.** 

** Well, well, Rivenoak,--for so I hear 'em tarm you,— this .is 
plain English enough, though spoken in Iroquois. 1 understand 
all jm'mean, now, and must say it out-devik even Mingo deviltry I 
Ko doubts 'twould be easy enough to go back and tell the Muskrat 
that I had got away from you, and gain some credit, too, by tho 
cxprite.-' 

''Good;. that is whati want the pale-face ta do." 



.. " Xefr—yosr-tliat'B plain enough. I know what faa wont me 
to do^ witnout more wordn. Whoaisflide the houae, and eating thd 
Ifnskrat's bread, and laughing and talking with his pretty darters, 
I mifi^ht put his eyes into so tmck a fog, that he oouidn't eren see 
the door, much less the land." 

** Grood ! Hawkeye should have been bom a Huron t Hi& bloo j 
is not more than half white !" 

" ** There you're out, Huron ; yes, there yoa're as mueh out, as if 
you mistook a wolf for a eatamount. I m white in blood, heart, 
natu^', and gifts, though a litUe red-skin in feelin's and habits. 
But when old Hutter's eyes are well be-fogged, and hie pretty 
darters, perhaps, in a deep sleep, and Hurry Harry, the Great Pine, 
as YOU Indians tarm him, is dreaming oi any thingr but mischief, 
and all suppose Hawkeye is acting as a faithful sentinel, all I hav^ 
to do is, to set a torch somewhere in sight for a signal, open the 
door, and let in the Hurons, to knock 'em all on the head/' 

** Surely my brother is mistaken ; he cannot be white! He is 
worthy to be a great chief among the Hurons l" 

''That is true enough, I dares to say, if he oonld do all this. 
Ifow, harkee, Huron, and for once hear a few honest words from the 
mouth ot a idain man. I am a Ohriatian born, and them that eome^ 
of such a stock, and that listen to the words that were spoken to 
their fathers, and will be spoken to their children, until 'arth, and 
all it holds perishes, can never lend themselves to BEUoh wickedness. 
Sarcumventions in war may be, and are. lawful; but sarcumven*^ 
tions, and deceit, and treachery, among M'nds, are fit onl^r for the . 
pale-face devils. I know that there are white men enottgh to vive 
you this wrong idee of our nator', bat such are oatme to meir 
blood and gifts, and ought to be, if they are not, outcasts and vaga- 
bonds. "No upright pale-face could do what you wish, and to be as 
plain with you aa I wish to be, in my iudgment. no upright Dekt-* 
ware, either ; with a Mingo it may be different.' 
- The Huron listened to this rebuke with obvious disgust ; but ho 
had his ends in view, and was too wily to lose all ohaaoeof effboting 
them, by a precipitate avowal of resentment. Affecting to smile, 
he seemed to listen eagerly, and he then pondered on wnal he had 
heard. 

''Does Hawkeye love the Muskrat?" he d^rvptly iUra«id^f 
•* or does he love his daughters ?" 

** Neither, Mingo. Old Tom is not a man to g[ain my love t and, 
as for the darters, they are comely enough to gain ^o liking of any 
voting manj but there's reason ag'in any very mat love for either. 
Hetty is a ' good soul, but natur' has kid a hearvy hand on her 
mind, poor ttiinafl" 

" And the Wild Rose !" exclaimed the Huron— for the famo ot 
Judith's beauty had spread among those who could travel ti^Cwil^ 
demess, as well as the highway, by means of old eagle'f .)&estSi. 
rocks, and riven trees, known to them by report and tradition^ as , 
well as among the white borderers — ** and the Wild Rose^Vjls she 
not sweet enough to be put in the bosom of my brother !'^' 

Deerslayer had far too much of the innate gentlamaatfl^iBi^iiMQ \ 



•ftURht agaiiiBl tha fair fame of one who, by nature asdpositiQO^ was 
«o hdpless ; aad as he did not choose to utter untruth, ne pre- 
ferred being silent. The Huron mistook the motive, and supfk)goft 
that disappointed affection lay at the bottom of his re^rve. ,;^till 
bent on corrupting or bribing his captive, in order to obtain pps^s- 
ei/Em of the treasures with which his imagination £lled the ca^tic, 
he persevered in his attack. 

" Hawkeye is talking with a frieifcd,** he continued. ** HektiK)xvs 
that Hivenoak is a man of his word, for they have traded together, 
and trade opens the soul. My friend has come here, on account of 
a^ littlo^ string held by a girl, that can pull the whole body of :tfab 
stoutest warrior ?" . ^ 

• " You are nearer the truth, now, Huron, than you've been afore, 
-inaee we began to talk. This is true. But one end of that 4tring 
•was not fast to my heart, nor did the Wild Rose hold the other.** . 
r^ "ThisiswQnderfulI Does my brother love in his head, an4 nittt 
in Im heart? And can the Feeble-Mind pull so hard against bo 
.^tout a warrior ?" . 

, ''There it is ag^in; sometimes right, and sometimes. wrongs 1 
The string you mean, is fast to the heart of a great Delaware ; one 
x>f M9luean stock in fact, living among the Delawares since .t^c diat- 
pardon of his own people, anf of the family of Uncas— Chingjtch- 
^ook by name, or Great Sarpent^ He has come here, led by i|fio 
fttring, and I've followed, or rather come afore, for I got hcr&,fir^ 
sulkd by nothing stronger than friendship ; which is strong enou^ 
-Jor eueh as axe not niggardly of their feelin's, and areSviUiugtolSfe 
% little for their fcUow-oreatur's, as well as for themselves. ' ' '^ 
. - "But a string has two ends— one is £iist to the mind of a tftj- 
bieaUf and the other-' V .''.,' 

: *' Why the other was here close to the fire^ half an hoiir sihM. 
rWah-tal-Wah held it in her hand, if she. didn't hold it V> 
Iker heart." 

** I understand what you mean, my brother,** returhed'tho 
ilndian, gravely* for the first time catching a direot clue toi'the 
\ of the ' " -- 



adventures of the eveninor. " The Great Serpent being strori 

pulled the hardeatii and Hipt wa* forced to leave us." ^ . " 

" I don't think there was much pulling about it,** answered^ the 
iother, lauffhing, always in his silent manner, with as mnch heartt- 
•dieas as if ne were not a captive, and in daneer of torture or death. 
i"I d<wi't think there was much pulling about it; no, 1 doh4;. 

head help yoU) Huron ! he likes the gal, and the gal likes mm, AlLi 
lit surpassed Huron sorqumvention to iceep two young people a;|^aii» 
< when there was so stroog a feelin' to bring 'em together/' '/ ; ^ 
** And Hawkeye and Ghingachgook came into our camp (fd/fiAs 
.emuad only ?'* 

'- ** That's a ouestion that'll answer itself, Mingo ! Yes,1[f a Vtuei- 
•tioB could talk, it would answer itself, to your parfeet satii(fecith)n. 
For what else Aould we come? And yet, it is'nt exactly^ 
.neithjer ; for we didn't come into your camp at all, but only <i^ Cp 
jis that pine, there, that you see on the other side of tho nawot 

vhero we siood watohing your moveu^ents and oonduict, as |png>8 



Wft. iSocd. "WTien Ve jverc ready the Sarpent gavfe Ms signal, and 
tlien. all vrent just as it should, down to tiie moment when yonder 
•vagabond leaped upon my back. Sartain ; we came for that, and 
for n9 other purpose, and we got what we came for ; there's no tise 
in prdtcnding otherwise. Hist is off with a man who is the next 
thing t6 her husband, and come what will to me, that* 3 one good 
:Jl^TXgi detarmined." 

. /'.what sign or signal told the ypung maiden that her loTer was 
giigh?** dsked the old Huron, with more curiosity than it was 
TtwwMiJ for him to betray. 

Deeralajer laughed again, and seemed to enjoy the success of the 
e;ip)[oit with as much glee as if he had not been its victim. 
. . *! Xbiir .saiiirrels are great gadabouts, Mingo !" he cried, still 
laughing— yes, they are sartamly great gadabouts ! When other 
jfolks" "squirrels are at home and asleep, youm keep in motion amoAg 
the trees, aud ohirrup and sing, in a way that even a Delaware gal 
can understand their music ! Well, there's four-legged squiiretl, 
•and there's two legged squirrels, and give me the last, when there^l 
a good, tight ptring dtwaen two hearts. If one brings *em togethej(', 
t'other teldls when t6 pull hardest !'* 

the Huron looked vexed, though he succeeded in suppressing any 
.violent exhibition of resentment. He soon quitted his prisoner, 
and joining the rest of his warriors, he communicated the substaniae 
of what he had learned. As in his own case, aggravation wao 
;imngled.with anger at the bbldness and success of their enemies. 
I'hree er four of them ascended the little acclivity and gazed at the 
.Jmo where it waa understood the adventurers nad posted them- 
selves, and one even descended to it, and examined the foot-prints 
oraiind ita rpots» in order to make sure that the statement was tra4. 
.,tne result confirmed the story of the captive, and they all returned 
to the fire With increased wonder and respect. The messenger, who 
hpad -arrived, with some communication from the parl^ above, white 
U{e two aiiventurers were watching the canro, was now despatched 
with some answer, and doubtless bore with hnn the intelligence of 
' all that had happened. 

, .Down. Jq this moment, the young Indian who had been seen 
; Wfljkjng m company with Hist and another female, had made no 
advances to any communication with Deerslayer. He had held 
himself aloof from his friends even, passing near the bevy of youngfir 
^yompn.'Who were clustering together, apart as usual, and conversed 
an low tones on the subject of the escape of their late com^anioi. 
' Pci^ps it would be true to say, that these last were pleased as well 
. as^vc^e^ at what had just occurred. Their female sympathies weire 
' with the lovers, while their pride was bound up in th& success of 

a^ir (>wn. tdhe. It is possible, too, that the superior personal 
Vapttages of Hist rendered her dangerous to some of the younger 
part of the group, and they were not sorry to find she was no lontfdr 
. iML tj^e way of their own ascendancy. On the whole, however, tna 
'tetter feeling was most prevalent ; lor neither the wild conditioiLiii 
- \ which they fived, the clannish prejudices of tribes, nor their hajfd 
' IdrtuUes as Indian women, could entirdyeonquer the inextingoish- 



able leaning^ of their sex to Ube aifections* One of the g^rereift 
hiTighed at the disconsolate look of the swain who might faiicy 
himself deserted, a circumstance that seemed suddenly to arouAe 
his energies, and induced him to move towards the log, on which 
the prisoner was still seated, drving his clothes. 

** This is Catamount!" said the Indian, striking his hand boast- 
fttlly on his naked breast as he uttered the words, in a manner to 
ihow how much weight he expected them to carry. 

" This is Hawkeye,** quietly returned Deerslayer, adopting tlie 
name by which he knew ne would be known in future, among ^ 
the tribes of the Iroquois. " My sight is keen : is my brother'sleap 
long?" 

" From here to the Delaware villages. Hawkeye has 8t<d€(a my 
wife : he must bring her back, or his scalp will hang on a pole, and 
dry in my wigwam. * 

" Hawkeye has stolen nothing, Huron. He doesn't come of a 
thieving breed, nor has he thieving gifts. Your wife, as you oall 
Wah-ta!-"Wah, will never be the wife of any red-skin Of 1^ 
Canadas; her mind is in the cabin of a Delaware, and her body has 
gone to find it. The catamount is actyve, I know ; but its legs 
can't keep pace with a woman's wishes.' 

** The Serpent of the Delawares is a dog : he is a poor buH-pout, 
that keeps in the water ; he is afraid to stand on the hard earth, 
like a brave Indian!" 

""WeD, well, Huron, that's pretty impudent, considering it's not 
an hour since the Serpent stood within a hundred feet of you, and 
would have tried the toughness of your skin with a rine-bidlet, 
when I pointed you out to him, hadn't I laid the weight of a littio 
judgment on his hand. You may take in timersome gals in the 
settlements, with your catamount whine 5 but the ears of a man oali 
tell truth from ontruth." 

** Hist laughs at him ! she sees he is lame, and a peer hunter,'aiid 
he has never been on a war-path. She will take a mem. fa^ d 
husband, and not a fool." ' 

** How do you know that, Catamount? how do yxm know that*^ 
returned Deerslayer, laughing. " She haft gone into the lak<e, yoti 
see, and maybe she prefers a trout to a mongrel cat. As for war* 
paths, neither the JSerpent nor I have much exper'ence, we are 
ready to own ; but if you don't call this one, you must tcurm it 
what the gals in the settlements tarm it, the high road to-«rtitri- 
mony. Take my advice. Catamount, and s'arch for a wife among 
the Huron young women; you'll never get one, with a 'willing' 
mind, from among the Delawares." 

Catamount's hand felt for his tomahawk, and when thefifigera 
reached the handle, they worked convulsively, as if their owner 
hesitated between policy and resentment. At this critical iMmenlr 
Rivenoak approached, and, by a gesture of a«thority, 'induced thfr 
young man to retire, assuming his former position, himself, on the 
log, at the side of Deerslayer. Here he continued sil^it for a ]4t^ 
time, maintaining the grave reserte of an Indian chief. 

" Hawkeye is right," the Iroquois aillength began ; •• his Blght^fc 



M> strong that bd can see truth in a dark msthU and our eyes liaye 
been blinded. He is an owl, darkness Moing nothing'm>m hum 
He ought not to strike his friends. He is right/' 

"Pm glad you think so, Mingo," returned the other, "for ^, 
traitor, in my judgment, is worse than a coward. I care as little 
for the Muskrat, as one pale-face ought to care for another ; but I 
eare too much for him to ambuBh him in the way you wished. I« 
short, according to my idees, any sarcumventions, except open- war 
sarcumyentions, are a*gin both law» and what we whites call 
* gospel,' too." 

"My pale-face brother is right: he is no Indian, to forget his 
Manitou and his colour. The Hurons know that they have a great 
warrior for their prisoner, and they will treat him as one. If he is 
to be tortured, bis torments shall be such as no common man can 
bear ; and if he is to be treated as a friend, it will be the friendship 
pf chiefs." 

^ As the Huron uttered this extraordinary assurance of considera- 
tion, his eye furtively glanced at the countenance of his listener, in 
order to discover how he stood the compliment; though his gravity 
and apparent sincerity would have prevented any man but one 
practised in artifices from detecting his motives. Doerslayer 
belonged to the class of the unsuspiciouB ; and, acquainted with 
the Indian notions of what constituted respect, in matters connected 
with the treatment of captives, he felt his blood chill at the an^* 
Bouncement, even while he maintained an asf^ct so steeled that his 
quick-sighted enem^r could discover in it no signs of weakness. 

" God nas put me in your hands. Huron," the captive at length 
answered, " and I suppose you will act your will on me. I shall 
not boast of what 1 can do, under torment, for I've never been 
tried) and no man can say till he has been; but Til do my endi- 
vours not to disgrace the people among whom I got my tiaining. 
Howsever, I wish you now to bear witness, that I'm altogether of 
white blood, and, in a nat'ral way, of white gifts, too; so, should I 
be overcome and forget myself, I hope you'll lay the fault where it 
propetly belongs; and in no manner put it on. the Delawares, or 
their allies and friends the Mohicans. We're all created with mora 
or less weakness, and I'm afeard it's a pale-face's to ^yg in under 
great bodily torment» when a red-skin will sing his songs, and 
boast of his deeds in the very teeth of his foes !" 

" Wo shall see. Hawkeye has a good countenance, and he is 
tough — But why should he be t(nrmented. when the Hurons love 
him } He is not bom their enemy; and tne death of one warrior 
will not cast a cloud between them for ever." 

" So much the better, Huron ; so much the better. Still, I don't 
wish to owe anything to a mistake about each other's meaning. It 
Is so much the better that you bear no malice for the loss of a 
warrior who-fell in war ; and yet it is ontrue that there is no inmity, 
— ^lawful inmity, I mean, atween us. So far as I have red-skin 
feelin's at all, 1 ve Delaware feelin's; and I leave you to judge for 

yourself, how tar they are likely to be firi'ndly to the Mingos " 

Deerslayer ceased, for » sort of spectre stood before him, that put 



a-fludcfeli i^ldp to\h)8 words, vAd, inde^, xumiecL hiia fbr a; ttonrenl 
to ^onbt the fidelity of las boasted Tision. Hetty Hattor jnm 
standing it the ^ide of the fire, as quietly as if she beleoged to the 
tribe. 

' As the hnnter and the Indian sat watching the emotkms that 
w^te betrayed in each other's cofmtenance,the girl had approaehed 
jmnotSced, doubtless ascending from tho beach on the sontheitk iida 
of the point, or that next to the spot whore the ark had atushor«d« 
knd had advanced to the fire witti the fearlessness ^at Ix^ngcd lo 
lier simplicity, and wliichwas certainly justided by the treatmant 
^rmerlv retcired from the Indians. As soon as BiveBoak-per* 
tjeired the girl, she was recojgnised, and calling to two or three of 
tii^ younger warriors, the chief sent them out to rcoonnoitre* lest 
her appearance should be the forerunner of another attack, /fio 
then tnotioncd to Hetty to draw near. 

: "I hope your visit* is a «gn that the Sarpent and HisI am im 
"safety, Hbtly," said Beerala^^er, as soon as l£e girl had oomfiUed 
with tjie. Huron's request. ' * I don't think you'd come ashore ag'ia^ 
'on the ar*nd that brought you here afore." 

** Jfndith told me to come this time, Deeiidayer," Hetty replied; 
'*' sh^ paddled me ashore herself, in a canoe, as soon as the Serpent 
J)ad shown her Hist, and told his story. How handsome Hist is tcv 
i^ht, Beerslaycr, and how much happier she looks than when 6he 
vas with the Hurbns >" 

' **That'snatar*, gal ; yes, that may be set down as human natiir'« 
pke'a with her betrothea,and no longer fears a Ming&hnsbaad. In 
.my judgment, Judith herself woidd lose most of her beauty if^alie 
•thought she was to bestow it all on a Mingo ! . Content is a gvstt 
tortifler of good looks; and I'll warrant you. Hist is contented 
,eni0Ufi:h, now she is out of IJie hands of these miscreants, and with 
her chosen warrior ! Did von say that your sister told you to oome 
ashore— why should Judith do that ?" 

** She Bid me come to see you, and to try and persuade the satagaa 
.to take more elephants to let you off; but I've brought the Bibla 
Iwith me — that wiU do more than all the elephants in father's ohest !** 
; "And your father, goodlittle H6tty— and Hurrji; dldthejkAow 
'of yourar'nd?** 

"Nothing. Bothare asleep; and Juditii and the Serpent tiio&ght 
it best they should n^t be woke, lest they might want to oome a&aili 
»after scalps, when Hist had told them now few warriors, and now 
many women and children there were in the camp. Judith Wowd 
give me no peace, till I had come ashore, to see what had ha{^>^i(Bd 
to you.*' 

"Well, that's remarkable, as consama Judith? WhyshoaM^sha 
feel so v*j2c)x unsaitainty about me ? Ay, I see how it is, liow ; j^ 
I see into the whole matter now. You must understand, H€^, 
that your sister is oneosy lest Horry March should wake, addeottM 
blunaering here into the hands of the inimy ag'in, under aom^ idea 
that, beiag a travelling comrade, he ought help me in this matter I 
Hurry is a blunderer, I will allow ; but I don t think he'd risk •• 
much for my sake, as ha would for faifl own." 



. *^#trii1ii''d«)BH jBftw. for Hurry, though Huriy parea for hot/' 
«rplied:.Hctt3% innocently, but quite i>08itively. 
• *' V^iB hosm you say fts miich as toat afore ; yes, I've heard th^ 
from you afore gal ; and yet it isn't true. One aon t live in a tribe^ 
riiAsie^exi sometning of tke way in which liking worka in a woman^s . 
hsArti Though: no way given to mavr^g myself^ Tve been s 
}Ook«r-on amon^ the Delawai^s, and. this is a matter m which pale- . . 
|b«e lind red-skin gifts are. all as <me the sama. When the feclin* 
hiitmB, tho young woman is thoughtful, and has no eyes and ^ars : 
onlesa for the warrior that has tak^ her fancy; then follows.. 
mel[anchol:r ^ud sighing, and su<^ sort of actions ; after whiclu 
espefiaally if matters don't eome to plain discourse, she often |liea/ 
JKmndtorbackbiting and fault-iin^ng,. blaming the youth for tho ' 
Ydry.&ingashelikes best in him* Some young oreatur's are for- 
ward in this way of showing their love, and I'm of opinion, Judith 
is one of 'feta. Sowt I've teayd her as much as deny that Hurry- 
was good-looking ; and the young woman who could do tha^, must 
iie fc gone indeed/' ^. 

. "The yoiiM woman who Jiked Hurry would own that he .is 
liandawne. /think Hurry very handsome, Dperslayer, and I'm. 
iimre everybody mnst think so, that has eyes. Judith d^n't like 
Battv March, and thaf s the reason she Ends fault with him.'* 
f .: " Wfeli-rwcil— my good little Hetty, have it your own way. If ' 
we should talk from now till winter, each would think as at present ; 
jEEnd there's iio use^in ^ords* I must believe that Judith is much .; 
iirrappedup in Hurry, and that,, sooner ot later, she'll have him;: 
<wt»d tMa^ too, all the more from the manner in which she abuses 
Mm; and I dare to say, you think just the contrary. But mind, 
^what I now tell you, gal, and pretend not to know it,' continued 
,1his being, who was. so obtuse on a point on which men are usually 
^q^ok enough to make discoveries, and so acut6 in matters that 
would baffle the observation of much the greater jK)rtion of man-,; 
JiisBd; **Ib^ how i^ is with these vagabonds. Kivenoak has left- 
f^, you see,'^nd is talking yonder with his young men ; and though" 
too lar to be heard, J cau see what he is telfing them. Their order%. 
<t« U> watoh your mpy^mepts, and to find where the canoe is to meet* 
you, to take you back to the ark, and then to seize all and what, 
m&y ean^ I m sorry Judith sent you, for I suppose she wants you, 
4q jTO boak ag'ia,' 

X- '^ All that s^settlsd, Deerslayer," returned the girl, in a low, con-: 
ffidentiai, and meaning manner; ** and you may trust me to outwit, 
i^ b?st Indian pf them all, *I know I am feeble-minded, but I've., 
got some sense, and you'll see how I'll use it, in getting back, when- 

^ - " Ahs I me, poor girl 5 I'm afeard all that's easier said than done. 
.Xhes^re a venomous set of riptyles, and their p'ison's none tho^ 
^milder for the loss of Hist. Well, I'm glad the Sarpent was thci 
««|ip to get off with the gal ; for now there'll be two happy at least'. 
'whereas, hadA« fallen into the hands of the Mingos, there'd bceij 
iiw mij&erable, and another far from feelin* as a man likes to feel/ 
** Pow you put me in mind of a part of my errand, that I had; 
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almost forgotten, Deerslayer. Judith told me to ask you wluit you 
thought the Hurons would do vith you if you couldn't be IbougUt 
c^, and what she had best do to serve you. Yes, this was the moat 
important part of the errand-— what she had best do. in order tp 
serreyou. 

' ** That's as ^ou think, H^tty ; but it's no matter. Toung women 
are apt to lay most stress on what most touches their feelin's ; but 
no matter ; have it your own way, so you be but careful not to let 
the vagabonds get tne mastery of a canoe. When you get back to 
the ark, tell 'em to keep close, and to keep moving too, moat espe- 
cially at night. Many hours can't go by without the troops on the 
rirer hearing of this party, and then your fri'nds may look for 
relief. 'Tis but a day's march from the nearest garrison, and triio 
soldiers will never lie idle with the foe in their neighbourhood. This 
is m^ advice, and you may say to your father and Hurry that scalp- 
liunting will be a poor business now, as the Mingoa are up anp. 
awakcmnd nothing can save *em 'till the troops come, except Keei^ 



'Then tell her &e truth. I see no reason Judith Kut^r 
shouldn't hear the truth about me as well as a lie, I'm a captj(ve 
in Indian hands, and Ftovid^ce only knows what wiU come of it ! 
JHark'ee, Hetty — *' dropping his voice and speaking still more con* 
^dentially, "y6u are a httle weak-minded, it must be allowed, but 
Ton know something of Indians. Here I am in tib^eir hands, after 
naving slain one of their stoutest Warriors, and they've been 
endivouring to work upon me, through fear of oon'sequences, to 
betray your father and all in the ark. I understand the black- 
suaras as weH as if they'd told it all out plainly with their tongues. 
They hold up avarice afore me on one side, ana fear t>n t'other, a^ 
ihink honesty will give way atween'em both. But let your father and 
"Hurry know 'tis allu^less j as for the Sarpeiit, he knows it already." 

•* But what shall I tell Judith f — She will certainly send me back 
Tt I don't satisfy her mind." 

•* Well, tell Judith the same. Ko doubt the savi^es will tiy the 
tbrments to make me fi^ive in and to revenge the loss of "thek 
^warrior, but I must hold ag*in nat'ral weakness in the best manner 
I can. You may tell Judith to feel no consam on my account— it 
•will come hard I know, seeing that a white man's gifts don't run to 
Coasting and sin^ging under torment, for he generally feela smallest 
•when he suffers most — ^but you may tell her not to have any conaar^. 
I think I shall make ott to stand it ; and she may rdy on tiua» 14 
me give in as much as I may, and prove completely that I am wBiiS, 
by waflitigs, and bowlin gs, a nd even tears, yet I'll never fall so far 
as to betray my M'nds. When it eets to burning holes in the fLef& 
with heated ramrods, and to hacking the body, and tearing the 
liair out by the roots, natur* may get the upperhand, so lar im 
groans and eomplaints are consarned, but there me triumph of th^ 
Tagabonds will end; nothing short of God's abandoning hm to 
Hie devils, can make an honest man ontrue to hia colour and duty." 
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Het^lbtdn^d with ft^t attentioii^ and her inild ixA Upeaking 
6ftimt^anceinaiiifesteaa strong sympatliyuitlie aaticipatedagony 
tff the supposititious sufferer. At first she seemed at a loss how to 
Uct; then, taking; a Land of Deerslayer's, she affectionately recom- 
mended to him to horrow her Bible^ and to read in it while the 
savages were inflicting their torments. When the other honestiy 
admitted that it exceeded Ms power to read, she even volunteered 
toreniain with him, and to perform this holy office in person. The 
offer was gently declined, and Eivenoak being about to join them* 
Beetstayer rec^uested the girl to leave him, ffrst enjoinins her again 
to tell those m the ark to have full oonMence in his ^delity. 
Hetty now walked away, and approached the group of females wiQi 
as much confidence and delf-nossession as if she were a native of the 
tribe. On the otber hand, the Huron resumed his seat by the side 
6t his prisoner, the one continuing to ask questions with all the 



y^y ingenuity of a practised Indian counsellor, and the other 

baffling him by the very means that are known to be the most efll- 

cfaoiousind 

ofcfvilizati 

t^ath only. 



(faoious in defeating the finesse of the more pretending diplomacy 
Of cfvilizatioa, or 07 Wk&akng his aiuwera to the truth« and w 



CHAMEB XniL 

•* nm 4l«a ■!• f flMBif more MV Imt 

ThtoKgh Teuri or moona tbe inner ir«i|;h( to bear* 
'WMch cordbr lieftrts endure fill f3iej ar« laid 
By ftee &i e«rt^; hm dvy micI plearares werd 
t Biriflfbat dnlightfiil— nek m luA tn* fttagred 

LOPff iritis hut dettiny; Vat sjie deeps well 
j^ tae seft-abore whsntm, ahe loyed to 4weU.'''-^BTBe v« 

T^ ytmmg nicn Who had heea Bent out to reconnoitre, on ttl 
tJudden appearance of Hetty, soi;>n returned to report their want of 
success in making any discovery. One of them had even been tlon\g 
Che beach as far as the spot opposite to the ark» but the daikness 
had completely oonceale4 that vessel from his notice. Others hod 
examinea in olfferent directions, and everywhere the stillness of 
night was added to the silence and solitude of the woods. It was 
consequently believed that the girl had come alone, as on her former 
Visit, and on some similar errand. The Iroquois were ignorant th^t 
the ark had left the castle, and thete were movements projected, rf 
not in the course of actual execution by this time, which alse 
greatly added to the sense of security. A watch was set, therefiir% 
and all but the sentinels disposed themselves to sleep. 

BuffLcient care was had to Qie safe keeping cf the captive, without 
inflicting on him any unnecessary suffering; and, as for Hetty, she 
was permitted to And a place among the Indian girls, in the best 
manner' she could. She did not And the friendly ofllces of Hist, 
^ough her character jiot only bestowed impunity &om pain and 
eaptivity, but it procured for ner a consideration and an attention 
€hat placed her, on the soore of comfort, quite on a level with the 
wild out gentle beings around her. &he was supplied with a skixii 



opjd made Ixer own bed on a pile of Iwnglis f HttTo iu^ftitftoni lite 
kuts. He]?e she was soon in a profonnd sleep, like all aT6and her* 

Tliere were now thirteen men in the party, and three kept li«tc& 
at a time. One remained in shadow, not far fiora the fire, now^TeH 
His duty was to gnard the captive, to take care that the fire neither 
Hazed up so as to illuminate the spot, nor yet become wholly ei* 
tinguisied ; and to keep an eye generally on the state of tho camfr. 
Another passed from one beach to the other, crossing the base of itm 
point, while the tbird kept moving slowly around the strand onitli 
outer extremity, to prevent a repetition of the surprise that hod 
already taken place that night. ITiis arrangement was far froi* 
being usual among savages, who ordinarily rely more on this sderfesy 
of their movements, than on vigilance of this nature; butit hai 
been called for by the peculiarity of the cireumstanoes in wbidithe 
JE[urons were now placed. Their position was known to their foei, 
and it could not easily be changed at an hour which demanded i^k. 
Perhaps, too, they placed most of their confidence on the knotrle^e 
of what they believed to be passing higher up the lake, and whi(»» 
it was thought, would fully occupy the whole of the pale-foces, who 
were at liberty, with their solitary Indian ally. It was «bo iiM- 
bable Eivenoak was aware, that, m holding his capti-v^,' he ii«ii4il 
his own hands the most dangerous of all his enemies. ' i 

The precision with which those accustomed to watcltfohiM^ 6r 
lives of j^istuxbed rest, sleep, is not the least of ^e ph6noiii6iia.'of 
our mysterious being. The head is no sooner on the piliow» thiin 
consciousness is lost; and yet, at a necessary hour, the mind a^ 
pears to arouse the body, as promptly as if it had stood sentinel t6e 
while over it. lliere can oe no doubt that they who are tlms 
roused, awake by the influence of thought over matter, tbomgh'^ 
mode in which this influence is exercised must remain hiddai.fi?om 
omr curiosity, mitil it shall be explained, should that lu^ir evfer 
arrive, by the entire enlightenment of the soul on the 6abi«(it of «ll 
human mysteries. Thus it was with Hetty Hutter. F^bl^ aa the 
. immaterial portion of her existence was thought to be, it^as tof- 
flciently active to cause her to open her eyes at midnight. Ai-ihit 
hour she awoke, and leaving het oed of skin and bougns, idie walked 



flame shot up, it lighted the swarthy countenance <^ the Htitoiiliii 
watch, whose dark eyes glistened under its light, like the baflSft^inl 
the panther that is pursued to his den with burning brands* vBni 
Hetib^ felt no fear, and she approached tho spot whew the I'Adian 
Btood. Her movements were so natural, and so perfectly devoidof 
any of the stealthiness of cunning or deception, that he imoriii^d- 
she had merely arisen on account of the coolness of theniffnt^'a 
common occurrence in a bivouac, and the one of all qther8,peraaps, 
the least likely to excite suspicion. Hetty spoke to him, Imt Jie 
understood no English. She then gazed near a minute at. the 
sleeping captive, and moved fdowly away, in a sad and mcloBckbiy 
manner. ' >•/ 



» ^nur.CjU. took no painfi to oonoeal her movements. Anj in^nlons 
09Ep&dic»^^f tluB nature, quite likely, exceeded her powo^st still 
Aeteoilepwfts habitually li^t, ana scarcely audible. As she jtpok 
tbo4uQ0ti<Hi of the extremity of the point, or the place where ^lie 
i&aiiilanded in the first adventure, and where Hist had embanked, 
4i» si^^neL saw h^ light form gradually disappear in the gloom 
.without uneasiness, or changing his own position. He knew that 
aDth<t]»,were on ihe look-out, and he did not believe that one who 
iladiiwdQe come into the camp voluntarily, and had already left ft 
J»^Tljh. would, take refuge in flight. In short, the conduct of thfr 
^h etxeited no more attention than that of any person of ^blo 
^HkU^.^ould excite in civilized society, while lier person met 
JpriKhmnre consideration and respect. 

b fifilityjcertainly had no very distinct notions of the localities,' but 

.ahe found her way to the beacn, which she reached on the same sido 

,of the >p(Hnt aa that on which the camp had been made. By follow- 

dba^ ik» margin of the water, taking a northern direction, she sOon 

«encoiantei?ed the Indian^ who paced the strand as sentinel. This 

(Waa a ¥Oung warrior, and when he heard her lig:ht tread coming 

odong wfi gravel, he approached swiftly, though with anvtHing but 

imeiMOoin his manner. The darkness was so intense that it was 

not easy to discover forms, within the shadows of the woods, at the 

■i^igtaaKii ol twenty &et, and quite impossible to distinguish persons 

Ixu^ naar enouign to touch them. The young Huron manifested 

xdmpiK»intment when lie found whom he had met ; for, truth to say, 

-l^e HrftS expecting his favourite, who had promised to relieve the 

L4i9nm of a lEkidni^t watch with her presence. This man was also 

ii^fOoxant of.Bngbsht but he was at no loss to understand why the 

'girl flihauld bo up at that hour. Such things were usual m sm 

/Indian viUago and camp, where sleep is as irregular as the meals. 

• Then poor Hietl^y's. known imbecility, as in most thin^ connected 

J iriiih^ gavagesi stood her friend on this occasion. Vexed at his 

r.disapnedntment, ana impatient of the presence of one he thought an 

-loiraaer, the youn^ warrior signed &r the girl to move forward, 

llitidinfi: the direction of the beach. Hetty complied; but, as she 

;. walked (tway, she s^oke aloud in English, m her usual soft tones, 

, iviiich the stillness ol the night made audible at some little distance. 

r. . "If you took n^e for a Huron eiri, warrior," she said, ** I don't 

i^'ivonder you are so little pleased. I am Hetty Hutter, Thomas 

fifijittfic's daughter, and have never met any man at night, for 

Imotlker always sai4 it was wrong, and modest young women should 

Jjttver do it; modest young women of the pale-faCes, I mean j fbr 

c customs are different in different parts of the world, I know. No, 

't no; I'm Hetty Hutter, and wouldn't meet even Hurry Hawy, 

1 though he should fall down on his knees and ask me ! Kother said 

Lit.wosiwxong." 

,' : By the time Hetty had said this, she reached the place where 

CI ihe canoes had oome.aahore, and, owing to the curvature of the land 

and the bushes, would have been completelv hid from the sight of 

tfaaaentinel, had it been broad day. But anotner footstep had caught 

the loyer^s ear, and he was already nearly beyond tho found of the 



girl's aUtery Toiee. Still Hetty, bent only oa lier own iMmfitbt: 
and prozpoMB, eantiaiied to tfieak, though the genliQiiew ni lier * 
tones prevented the sounds from penetrating far into Hie ftoodtu 
On the -water they were more -widely drffctsedl 

" Here I am, Judith," she added, **and there is no one mmt ai«u 
The Huron on watch has gone to meet his sweetheart, who u iui 
Indian gurl, yon know, and never had a CSiristian mother 4o t^ 
her how wrong it is to meet a man at niirht ** 

Hetty's Yoioe was hushed by a " histl*^ that came from the wwtev' 
and then she caught a dim view of the canoe, which approadM? 
noiselessly, and soon grated on the shingle with its bow. Tkm^ 
moment £he weight of Hetty was felt in the light craft, the eanOe 
withdrew, stem foremost, as if possessed of Hfe and Tolition,.imdl 
it was a hundred yards from the shore. Then it turned, and^ 
maldnff a wide sweep, as much to jprolong Ihe passage as to get 
beyona the sound of Yoices, it held its way towards f£s ark. Tot 
ssYeral minutes nothing was uttered ; but, believing herself to bO' 
in a laYoaxahle positioai to confer with her sister, Judith, whoalsne: 
sat in the stem, managing the canoe with a skill Httle Mott of tbat . 
of a man, be^an a discourse, whi(^ she had been homing to •eeid- 
menee cTor.suice thej had quitted the point. 

" Here we are safe, Hetty," she said, " and may USk wxteul 
the iiofur of beinf orerheard. You must speak low, howerer, §ut 
sounds axe heard, far on the wnter, in a still night. I was so dost - 
to the point, some of ike iime, while jou were on it, that I hm» - 
heard tne voices of the warriors, and I heard your shoes on I^j 
graivel of the beach, even bef(»reyon spoke." w 

** I don't believe, Judith, the Hurons know I have kit them.* 

'* Qruite likely thev do not, fear a lover maJres a poor sentry, mieai - 
it be to watoh for his sweetheart ! But tell me^ Hetty, dad y<m 
see and speak with Deerslayer ?" 

*' Oh, yes— there he was seated near the £ze, with his Im tied, ; 
thouflch tbey left his arms tee, to move them as he pleased. 

** Well, what did he tell you, child! Speak qidck ; I am dyiiif ' 
4o know what messaee he sent me." 

''What did ha tell me? why, what do yon thiidc, Judith? he'' 
iM me that he couldn't read ! Only think of that ! a white man, * 
and not know how to read his Bible, even ! He never cooEd have 
had a motiier, sister !" I 

" Kever mind that, Hetty. All men can't read ; though moth^ 
knew so n^uch, and taufffit us so much, father knows very Ixttle > 
about books, and he can hardy read the Bible, you know.^ ' ^ 

*'0k! I never thought fathers could read much, but m&Uten- 
.ovght all to read, else how can they teadi their children? Bepend''^ 
on it, Judith. Deerslayer could never have had a mother, else he ^ 
would know how to read." ^ 

"Did you tell him /sent yon ashore, Hettv, and howmnoli eon* 
cem I feel for his misfortune ?" asked the otoer, imi)atiently. '* 

"I believe I did, Judith; but you know I am f eeble-mindelL ') 
and I may have forgotten. I did tell him you brought me ashore. 
Andhetpl^n^ a g»at deal {hat I was to sayto yeu,ii^hidi* I * 



_^„„ * vbH, Is* ikmibde ariF blood nui oold ;to htsnt him. Hd 

Md itaa to' flay that lib £rien£— •! (BxppoBd yoa am oa^ #f thovi* 



' How can you torment sae tlius, Hetty I QeFtaialy* I am ono 
al ttie tmett ndends ka has on earth.'* 

" Torment jwx 1 ye6> BOfw I lemember all about it I am ^hld 
you. used that word, Judith, for it briug^B it all baok to my mind* 
Well, he said he might be tormented by the saTages, but he would 
try to bear it as faeoomea a Chnstiaa white man» and that no ^iSlo 
itted beaieard— why does Deerslayer call it a£aazdt wheu mother 
always taught us to say afraid }" 

** Sever mind, dear Hetty, neyer mind that^ now," cded the 
Qithez,. almost gaauing £or breath. *' Did Deerslayer really tell yoa 
thatiie thought the savages would put him to ^e torture ? BeooU 
Wt nonr, well, Hetty, for this is a most awful and sezsoos thtng/>' 

. *' Yea» he did ; and I remembear it by your speaking about ay 
tMancntiog you. Oh ! I felt yery sorry for him, and Deerslayer 
took aU so quie^ and without noise ! Deerslayer is not as hand- 
aomef as Hurrv Harry, Judith, but he is more quiet.** 

**&e*» worth a mulion Hunrys ! yes, he's worth all the yaung 
meii who ever oame upon the lake put together," said Judi^, with 
ati «Mrgy and ppaitlyeness that oaused W sister to wonder. " Qe 
ia#ri«fiv--!Ehere is no lie about Deerslayer. Fok, Hetty, may not 
Know what a merit it is in a man to haye truth, hut whan you i^t 
-*4ierrl JbKne you will neyer Imow it. Wky should one like you 
be jsrer maide to laam the hard lesson to diatxust and hate 1" 

Judith bowed her face, dark as it was, and unseen aa she mast 
have been, by any eye but that oi Omnisoienae, between her hands, 
aid pBmi&L llus auddea parpxyam of f edong. howayer, lasted 
bvt^ri^naameiit, and ahe oooatinued more calmly, still speaking 
JHukIj to her sister, whose intelliyenoe, and whose diewmon in 
u^ything that related to herself, she did not in the foast distrust. 
Her yoioe^ howeyer, was low and hnaky, instead of having its 
jbiftE^x cleamo^s and f»Tifry*t] at i . 

'Ut is a hard thing to fear truth, Hetty/' she said ; *'ajid yet 
da I mooe dread Deexslayor's trutii than any enemy I One cannot 
tamper with auoh truthr-eo mu^ honesty— suoh obstiuate upright- 
neqal But we aza not alto^ather uneoual, sister^DeerdLayer and 
li He is not altogether my superior r 

lit was nat,ii«iar&r Judim so far to demean heiseif as to appeal 
tft>Hiattf *« judgment. Ifordid aha often address her by tha title 
iof sist^, a distinction that is aommonly ^yen by the juaiar to 
tiia«enip9C, even whare there is peidfeotequkhty in all othor respects. 
As trifling departures from habitual deportment oftener strike tbs 
JioagiBttfcbai than mose important changes, Hetty perceiyed tho 
circumstances, and wondered at them in her own simple way. 

fifg 'iiobitioiL tras a Mttle vquickened, and the answer was aa 
faudit>iM;Af the Qsnalooarae of things aa the questioB; the poor 
igid Jtt(te)Da^^g to xefine beyond her atreuffth. 
^yS^^V^iMXt Judith!" she repeated, with pride. ''In what. com 
ayer bs Hflnrsi^imBr^ Asa-yon nt>t mother^s ohSld-Hnd 



Deerslay 



* does he know limr to lead— and vnsA'i motkor hdore majuruiiMm 
' ia all this part of the world ? I ahould lihbk, to &r from sap- 
pofiing himself vour superior, he would hardly helieye .hiaiaio)i 
' mine, Xqu, are handaome, and he is urfy— ** ' -44^ 

^**No, not jigly,, Hetty," interrupted Judith. "Only plain* But 
- hu honest face has a look in it» that is far better than beauty. In 



my eyes Deerslayer is handsomer than Hurry Harry.' 

" Judith Hutter ! you frighten me. Hurry is the handsomest 

im»*tal in the world— -even handsomer than you are yourself; be>> 

- 0au8e a man's good looks, you. know, are always better than a^ 

woman's good looks." \ , 

This^ liUle uwooent touch of natural taste did not please jih^ 
elder sister at the moment, and she did not scruple to betray it*'. V^ 

*-Het1y, you now speak foolishlyvand had better say no hiore 
en this suojeot," she answered. " Hurry is not the hands^hlest 
mortal in the world, by many ; and there are ofiioers in the. pfarri- 
8ons^'* Judith stammered at the words — *' there are pffi.oera in'tlio 
• garrisons, near us, far comelier than he. But» why do you thinSk 
me the equal of Deerslayer — speak of that, for X do not like 1^ 
hear you show so much admiration of a man like Hurry Hcirry^ 
who has neither feelings, manners, nor conscience. Tou are .t^ 
good £ar him^ ana he ought to be told it, at once/' 

" I J JudiUi, how you forget I Why I am not beautiCttl^ aiwi 
om loeble-minaed." *-•':! 

" Tou are good, Hetty, and that is more than can he',sai$ (^ 
Henry Karch. He may have a face, and a bodj/. but he hai^ iij) 
hecrt. But enough of this, for the present* Tell me what iwqi 
me. to an equality with Deerslayer." -*" 

" To think of you asking me this, Judith t He canH : 
you can. He dcm't know how to talk, but speaks worse than 1 
even ;— for, sister, Harry doesn't always pronounce his words x 
Bid yon ever notice that f" 

" Certainly, he is as coarse in speech as itf everything else. 
I fear you natter me, Hetty, when you think I danbejii 
called the equal of a man like Deerslayer. It b true, I hate I . 
better taught ; in one sense am more comely ; and perhaps mig 
look higher; but then his truth— his trulh— makes a' fearfiUrC 
ference between u?l Well, I will talk no more of this; Oifd'^ 
will bethink us of the means of getting him out of thfe hands oO 
Hurons. We have father's chest in the ark, Hetty, and ni{gfi1< t 
the temptatim^ of mere elephants ; though I fear such .baubj 
not buy the liberty of a man like Deerslayer. I ftm {ifraift 
and Hurry will not be as willing to ransom Deerslayer^ ii 
ilaver was to ransom them T* 

V Why not. Judith? Hurry and Deerslayer ave Mem 
friends should always help one another/' 

" Alas ! poor Hetty, you little know mankind I Seei 
are often more to be dreaded than open enenues ; partici^- 
fomalcs. But you'll have to land in the morning, and try 
what can bo done for Deerslayer. Tortured he $hiM not be^ 'Hi 
;ittditii Hutter liyes, and oaa^find meoiM to pNye&t it.'* 



gidr ii$ter Imd extracted from the yoxingtt evefy facfl^t^ Mbkd 
btiities of ^e latter permitted Iier to vetAin and td oomioful^^te. 
W^n Judith was sati$fied--thoug^ dhe eovM n^yer be dktiato besav- 
tigfted;^li68e' feelings seemed to be so interwoven inih ftll' thit re- 
lated to the subject, as td have exwted a nearly hiapeasable curiositjf 
•r-but, when Judith could think of no more questions to irtslt, wilfli- 
aut resorting to repetition, the canoe was paddled towards ttie scow. 
The iu^tense darkness of the night, and the deep shadows whieh the 
hills and forest east upon the water, renderea it diflei:^ to iind 
the vessel^ anchored, as it had been, as close to the shore as a tegard 
td safetv rendered priident. Judith was expert in the management 
of a bani: canoe, the' lightness of which demanded skill raider tliftlia 
«trettgth ; and she ferced her ow» little vessel liwiftiy over tfee wfeiter, 
the moment she had ended her conference with Hetty, and had 
odtne to the determination to return. 8ti}l no ftrk MfU^ s^en. 
Several times the sisters fancied they saw it, looming"Qp iu'tii© 
Oib^tirftv,'like a low black rock; but on each occadoli it mtbM fbti.'nd 
to be either an optical illusion, or some sweU of the foliage on' the 
shore. Aft^' a search that lasted half an hour, the girls were forced 
to the nilwclcome conviction ihti the ark had departed. ** 

. M«st young women would hate felt the a^wardriess Of tJholiS 
iWaartlon, in a jpfeysical sense, under the circumstances in which the 
Asters were left, more than any apprehensions of a different natu^.' 
pot 189 ^^ Judith, howeter ; and ^ve?n Hetty felt- more concern 
about the motive* that plight have Influenced her fether em Hurryi 
than any ffears for her own safety. ' - '*^ 

. •• II; canijot be, Hetty," said Judith, ithenti thoirougbse^irc^'haa 
jatisfted them both that no ark was to be found,^**it Oanndt be that 
the Indians havo rafted, or swum off, and surpiised our friends aH 
theysleptV' ' ^ 

. '■ I don't believe that Hist and Chingaehgoolt "wottld fle^p unm 
tJbey had told ea(^ other all they had to.say after so long a se^a^a* 
18on^— do yo^, sister ^** * ' ' . • : . ; 

: " Perhaps not, phil j.- There was mttch td keep tiiein awate, btiff 
one Indian may^have b^en ^urprii&ed even when tiot asleep, espe> 
piaily as his thourfits may have beeii on other thihgs. Still wi 
Aould' havo heard a noise ; for in a night like this, an oath, Of 
mrry Hurry's would have echoed in the eastern hills like a clap (^ 

'*B&ry is sinfkil i^nd thottghtless about' hfe^brds,. .Judithi** 
]Efettr meekly an^ sorrowfully answered. ' ' • ' < . , • '^ 

'**'^cH-tto\ 'tis impossible the^ ark could bfe taken -ahd* 1 not 
^S^ ^% Bdise* It is not an hour since I left; it, and the wh6i6 
tmfe^riiave been attentive to the smallest sound. Ahd' yet, 
it is;not ^asy.to.beUeye a father woidd willingly abandon hia 
ishfl&6nt" V 

' *• Perhaps father has thought us in onr cabin asleep, Judith; and 
has, moved away to go iome. Yon know we often move the ark in 
tSentfighVV . ' 

" This ifl trttef Hetty, imct tt mnst bo as you suppose. Tbont Di 



116 «n : 

alittJo xoore mihezm air Uiiai tbere wam aad tW 1^*^ 9^ ^ 
the lake " 

Judith. Btopoed. for^ M the last vofd was on ker tongtie, tiie aoene 
was suddealy Ugnted, though only for a siiiffle instatit, by a ilfusii. 
The crack of a rifle succeeded, and th^n ioUowed the xoli of tiie 
^echo alon^ the eastern mountains. Almost at the same moment a 
piercing ^male cry rose in the air in a prolonged diriek. Hie awftd 
tiiUness that succeeded was, if jpossible, more appalling than the 
£erce and sudden interruption of the deei> silence of midnigkt. Re- 
aolute as she was both by nature and habit, Judith seareeSrei^iied, 
vhile poor Hetty hid her face and trembled. 

** That was a woman's cry, Hetty/' said the tarm»ff folemnl^'y 
** and it was a crv of angius^ ! If the ark has moved imm thia 
spot^ it can only have gone north with this air, and the «uft and 
fliiriek came from the point. Can anything have befallen Hist }" 

" Let us go and see, Judith ; she may want our aaei^taoee— for, 
besides herself* there are none but men in the ark." 

It was not a moment for hesitation, and ere Judith had oeaeed 
apeakiog, her paddle was in the wat^. The distance to the noint, 
in a direct line, was not ^at. ana the impulses under whiok the 
girls worked were too exciting to aJlow them to warte the pzedona 
moments in useless precautions. They paddled ineantionflly for 
them, but the same e:2^citement kept othevs from noting Ui«rmoTe» 
ments. Presently a ^are of lieht caiight the eye of Jndiik thranflh 
fm opening in the bushes* ana steering by it she so directed tae 
canoe as to keep it Tisible, wiiHe she got aa near the land as was 
either prudent or necessary. 

The scene that wae now wesented to the dbseryation of the girls 
was within the woods, on the side of the declivity jo often men- 
tioned, and in plain view kfm the boat. Here all in the camp were 
collected, some six or eight carrving torches of fat-pine, which oast 
a stiMmg hut luaeral light on all beneath the arches of the forest. 
.With her back supported against a tree, and sustained on cao side 
by the young sentinel, whose remissness had suffi^red Hetty to 
escape, sat tl^ female whose expected visit had nrodnoedhisdetin- 
qnencj;. By the glare of the torch that was held near hier has^ot 
was evident that she was in the agonies of death, while t^e him 
that trickled from her bare bosom betrayed the nature of the iojoiy^ 
she had received. The pxm^nt, peculiar smell of gunpowder,. too» 
was still quite perceptive m the heavy, damp night air. Thew 
could be no question that she had been shot. JudiUi undientood it 
all at a glance. The streak of light had appeared on U^ -wster a 
short distance from the point, and either the rifle had been dis- 
charged from a canoe hovering near the land, or it had heeci iiaed 
from the ark in passing. An incautious exclamation pr laugh. Aa|r 
have produced the assault, for it was barely possible that wi am 
had been assisted by any other agent than sound. As tothe^efll» 
that was soon still more apparent, the head oi the victim dvoppingf 
and the body sinking in aeath. Then all the torches but one 
extinguished,—a measure of prudence,— and the melanohely 
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4}i«t'1^ Urn Mr l» atkb camp was feoA to be dktbguidied hf the 
glimmenn^ light that remaixied. 

Judith sighed heavily and shaddered, as her paddle again dipped* 
W^ t^e. <MAe moyed cautiously a»)und the point. A sight had 
«ffli(^ l^er aeaaes, and now haunted her imagination, that was 
»till kai4er to be bcme, than even the untimely fate and passing 
affony of the deoeaaed girl. She had seen, under the strong glare 
01 aUJ;he toir^ies, the ereet fem of Deerslayer, standing, with 
commiseration, and, as she thought, with shame, depicted on his 
oo^t^rfjpTMUPC^ Bear the dving female. He betrayed neither fear 
nor backwardness Aunse^; but it was ap^parent by the glances 
(^st athioa by 4he warriors, that fierce nassions were struggling in 
iMr bosoms. All this seemed to be uniieeded by the captive, but 
it rewained impceaied oa the memory of Judith throughout tba 
xugnth 

sSo ^WM0 was met hovering near the jpoint. A stillness and 
darkness as oompiete as if the silence of the forest had never 
be^ ili^iurbed, or the sun had never shone on that retired region* 
reitgned on the point, and on the rioomy water, the slumbering 
woodji. Mod even the miu-ky sky. No more could be done, there- 
£sae. fkm ;tet seek a plaoe of safely ; and this was only to be found 
in the centre of the lake. Paddling, in silence, to that snot, the 
iianoe vraui 8n|Bei»d to drift northerly, while the ^irls sougnt such 
Vttpcflo 9f iheur ntftatioa and feelings would persoLit* 

CHAPTER XIX 

* 8t«iia to TOfiir nam, wil ga%cd Hkb ckN»rr«9^1otl 
"Unless tfiat fearfbl bell be suenced toon. 
Hie officer hath mias'd his path or purpose. 
Or met maut iuiforeBe«n and hideous oDStik^Ie, 
Ansehno, with thy eomi^wy piooeed 
fitraight to the tower; t]MnMtrexa«inwith|De.*'--Jtfar<fi«£iK#r0ft 

9>BB40MijeQture of Ju^th Hatter, cpnceming the manner in which 
the fai^an girl had met her death, was accurate in the main. 
After deeping eev^al hours, her father and March awoke. This 
^ocuKved a is w minutes after she had left the ark to go in quest of 
her sbter, and when, of course, Ghingachgook and nis betrothed 
Vfm» ^ board. From the Delaware the old man learned the posi* 
tion«f the camp, and the recent events, as well as the absence of 
hw daughters. The latter gave him no concern ; for he reHed 
gr^dily im^ihefiagacity of the eldest, and the known impunity with 
irhich ^ younger passed amon^ the savages. Long familiarity 
with d«iger, too^ had blunted his sensibilities. Kor did he seem 
mwA. to regret <3ie captivity of Deerslayer ; for while he knew how 
maijbeRailds cdd might be in a defence* the difference in their views 
«n ^kit Bierality ef the woods had not left much sympathy between 
them. He would have rejoiced to know the position of the camp 
befove it -had been alarmed by the escape of Hist, but it would be 
toofaflcaidoHS now to venture to land; and he reluctantly relin- 
QuisiMid, lor the night, the ruthless designs that captivity and re< 
Tenge had excited lum to«nt»tain« In this mood Hutter took a 
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.seal in €b» heft^ of tlie acow, where ho was qu , ^_ 

Harry ; leaving the Serpent and Hist in quiet possesnoin df'1 
otbc^ extremity of the vesseL \ 

'* j)eeralQ.jer ha3 shown himself a hoy in going am(»nr"^W- 
Tage3 at this hour, and letting himself fall into their hana# like^a 
deer that tumbles into a pit, growled the old man,* perceiVfiip, as 
usual, the mote in his neighbour's eyes, while he ovetiodked the 
beam in his own. ** If he is left to i)ay for lus stupidity wilh his 
.^)wn flesh, he can blame no one but himself." ■ -• -' 

*' That's the way of the world. Old Tom," retumedritery- 
"Every man must meet his own debts, and answef it^Ms oNm 

Ei. I'm amazed, however, that a lad as skilful and wfttcSiftJL' ib 
rslayer should have been caught in such a trap I Did^t^lBS 
w any better than to go prowling about i^ Huron camp; i% riS^ 
i night, with no place to retreat to but a lake ? or did he think Binj- 
rseif a buck, that by taking to the water could throw off the seent 
•and swim himself out of difficulty ? I had a better opinion ^ thB 
hoy's judgment, I'll own ; but we must overlook a little ^osnioe 
4n a raw hand. I say, Master Hutter, do you happen to ki&onr 
what has become of the ^als— I see no signs of Judith or H^flty, 
, though I've been through the ark» and looked iuto all Stsf l&^£g 
l^reatur/s ?" 

Hutter briefly explained the manner in which Ms datrghter^ltad 

taken to the capoe, as it had been related by the Delaware, M. W<^ 

. as the return ox Judith after landing her tdster> and her 8ec<Mii dfi- 

iparture. ^ • . 

** This comes of a smooth tongue, Floating Tom," eitdaxttked 

Hurry, grating his teeth in pure resentment^** this eom^ of a 

: fonooth tonfifue and a silly gal's inclinations--«nd you had best 

.look into the matter \ You and I were both prisoners" — Hurry 

. could recall that circumstance nou?.^-** you ana I were hbth prf- 

vsonerSi and yet Judith never stirred an inch to do us any semee I 

'Bhe is bewitched with this lank-looking Deerslayer ; and he,'t^d 

1 she, and you. and all of us, had best look to it. 1 am not a man to 

. put up with such a wrong quietly, and do say, all the parties had 

': oest look to it I Let's up hedge, old fellow, iod move nearear lotUa 

. point, and see how matters are getting on." 

/ Hutter had no objections to this movement, and the ark was fi|t>t 

under way, in the usual manner, care being taken to make no 

:i»>i80. The wind was passing northward, and the sail 800i^,awvj>t 

< the scow so far up the lake as to render the dark outHoes of the 

trees that cbUxea the point, dimly visible. Floating Tom stebi^ 

. and he sailed^along as near the land as the depth of the water ana 

the overhanging branches would allow. It was impossible to jdis- 

tinguish anything that stood within the shadows of the shore ; but 

the forms of the sail and of the hut were discerned by the yofmg 

sentinel on the beach, who has already been mentioned* In'tiie 

moment of sudden surprise, a deep Indian exclamation escaped 

him. In that spirit of recklessness and ferocitv that fonned the 9s- 

aenee of Hurry s character, this man droppea his rifle and fired. 

The boll was sped by aeoidexLty or by that oyerroli&g P^:oTilenoo 
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tirUfK Ernies ih^ fates o£ oD, and the crirl fell. Then followed HhB 
scene with tte torches, which hasjnst heen desmhed. 
. .At 1th^ .precise ,mQn^ent when Huny committed this act of un- 
^hixuiing cruelty, the canoe of Judith was within a hundred feet of 
the fqpot from which the ark had so lately moved. Her own course 
Jius Keen desCTibed, and it has now become our ofBce to follow that 
of h^r &ther and his companions. The shriek announced the effects 
of the random shot of Harch, and it also proclaimed that the victim 
Wa9 a. woman* Hurry himself was startled at these nnlooked-fot 
conseqnei^oes ; and for a moment he was sorely disturbed by con- 
4iot)nR sensations. At first he laughed, in reckless and rude- 
ttiiz4MgL exultation ; and then conscience, that monitor planted if 
©nxioieajita by God, and which receives its more general growA 
&oin the training bestowed in the tillage of childhood, shot a pang 
to bisAeart. For a minute, the mind of this creature equally ot 
civilization and barbarism was a sort of chaos as to feeling, not 
kjofimng what to think of its own act ; and then the obstinacy and 
^ Jri4e of 4)ne of his habits interposed to assert their usual ascen- 
dancy... He struck the butt of his rifle on the bottom of the scow, 
wi^h i^ipecies of aefianoe, and b^g-an to whistle a low air, with efti 
affectation of indifference. All this time, the ark was in motion, 
juid it WAS already opieni^g. the bay above the point, and was con- 
seouently quiti^Dg the land. 

Hurry s. companions did not view his conduct with the samo in- 
dulgence as that with which he appeared disposed to regard it him- 
' aelif. Hutter^giowled out his dissatisfaction, for the act led 16 no 
adyantajge, wmTe it threatened to render the warfare' more vindic- 
tive than .ever; and none censure motiveless departures from tho 
right more severely, than the mercenary and unprincipled. Still ho 
oommonded himself the captivity of Deerslayer rendering the arm 
of. tho Offender of double, consequence to nim at that moment. 
Chin^ohgook arose, and, for a single instant the ancient animosity 
. of tribes was forgotten in a feeling of colour ; but he recollected 
hijmself in season to prevent any of the fierce consequences that, ibr 
a passing moment, ne certainly meditated. Not so with Hi$5b. 
Bushing through the hut or caoin, the girl stood at the side bf 
Hiwiy, jdmost as soon as his rifle touched the bottom of the scow ; 
ana,wit;n,a fearlessness that did credit to her heart, she poured out 
Ifiiear f enroiaohes with the generous warmth of a woman. 

^"WTiat for you shoot?" she said. "What Huron gal do, dat 
you.jkill him? . What you t'ink Manitou sayf What you t'irik 
iiaa^^ feel t What Iroquois ifof Ko get honour— -no get camp 
•r-na get prisoner — no get oattle — no get scalp — ^no.get not'ing at 
all. , jBlood come after blood! How you feel, your wife killed? 
W^Im) pity you, when tear come for moder or sister ? You big as 
greit pine^Hiiron gal little slenderbirch— why you fall on her and 
cru^ii her ! You t ink Huron forget it ? Ko ; red-skin never 
forget I Never forget friend; never forget enemy, Bed-maa 
M»n}tou in dat. Why you so wicked, great pale-face ?" 

Jlurry had never been so daunted as by this close and warm 
attack of the Indian giii. It is true that she had a powerfal ally 
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m hifl eonscieneej and wMlesbe spoke earaestiy* It wwim i^mm 9^ 
feminine as to depriye him of anv pretext wr uamaiilf anffen 
The softness of her voice added to the weight of her rem^nsitime^ 
by lendingr to the latter an air ^ puritr and truth. Liln «09t 
Tul&rar-minded men, he had only regarded the Indians thro«gli1^ 
medium of their coarser and fiercer characteristics* It had aeTCr 
struck him that the aflbctions are hiuaan ; that eren high ^nneU . 
pies— modified by habits and prejudices^ but not the less eliniated 
within their circle-~can exist in the savage state; and ibttt-the^ 
warrior who is most ruthless in the field can submit to the softest' 
and gentlest influences, in the moa^nts of domestie q^iet lii.il' 
word» it was the habit of his mind to regard all Indians as beings. 
only a slight degree removed from the wild beasts that roa»edrihe' 
woods, and to feel disposed to treat them accordingly, whenever ^< 
terest or caprice supplied a motive or an impulse. 6tiU, though' 
daunted bv these reproaches, the handsome bi^barian ooiild<hf»fix:. 
be said to be penitent. He was too mueh rebuked by eonscieiMe to- 
suffer an outbreak of temi>er to escape him ; and perhaps liefelti. 
tiiat he had already committed an act that might jostly biiilg his 
manhood in question. Instead of resenting, or answetias^ Hbtt 
simple but natural appeal of Hist, he walked away, like- 9m& wte 
disdained entering into a controversy with a woman* 

In the meanwhile, the ark swept onward, and by tin^ time tifea 
scene with the torches was enacting beneath the trees, il had ' 
reached the open lake; Floating Tom causins" it to i^eeir farther 
from the land, with a sort of instinctive dreaa of retaHatJkm* Am 
hour now passed in gloomv silence, no one appearing disposed f» 
break it. Hist had retired to her pallet* kdA ChingaohgeAlsy 
Bleeping in the forward part of the scow. Hutter and Hurry alone 
remained awake, the former at the steering oar, while the latter 
brooded over his own conduct with &e stnbbonmess of one lijftte 
given to a confession of his errors* and the secret ffoadinss a£ the- 
worm that never dies. This was at the montent when Jwtli and 
Hetty reached the centre of the lake, and had lain down to on* 
dea vour to sleep, in their drifting canoe. 

The night was calm, though so mudi obscured by eknds. Tkb^ 
season was not one of storms, and those which did oooor in the itaxmA 
of June, on that embedded water, though frequently violent, wer» 
always of short continuance. Nevertheless^ there was the nauai< 
current of heavy, damp night air, which, passing over tke suih* 
mits of the trees, scarcely appeared to descend so low as the surface' 
of the glassy lake, but kept moving a short distance above ii| 
saturated with the humidity that constantly arose from the woodsy 
and apparently never prooeedinfl: far in any one direction. The 
currents were influenced by the formation of the hills, as a matter 
of course, — a circumstance that rendered even fresh breeies MBlng^ 
and whi(m reduced the feebler eflbrts of the night air to be aasil 
of capricious and fickle sighings of the woods. Several timies the 
head of the ark pointed east, and once it was aotnaU v tunwd 
towards the south again : but, on the whole, it wwkea its way 
north; Hutter making always a fair wind, if wind it could be 



eftlled, his principal motive appearing to be a wisli to keep ia 
iii6tiMf,iit<»iier to defbat any treaoherous desiffn of his enemies. 
He now t»lt floine little ednoem abont his danffSters, and perhaps 
as nroeh about tiie canoe; bat, on the whole, Qiis nneertaiDtv did 
not aaadi disturb him^ as he had the reliance already mentioned 
oBthirflriionigeiioe of Judith. 

It yn» the season of the shortest nig^hts, and it was not long 
^beforcrthe deep jpbsenritir whieh precedes the day began to yieM ta 
the r«tiiming bght. If any earthly scene coold be presented to 
the semes of man that might sootbB his passions ana temper his 
fsrodty, it was that whieh grew npon the eyes of Hutter and 
Hnny, as the hours advanoed, ehanging night to morning. There 
wc««the usual soft tints of the sky, in which neither the gloom of 
darkness nor the brilliancy of the sun preraik, and under whiclr 
ol^octs appear more unearthly, and we might add holy, than at- 
any other portion of the twenty-fouif hours. The beautiful and 
soothmg oflkn of eventide has been extolled by a thousand poets, 
and yet it does not bring with it the far-reaohing and suolime 
tiiOTtghti of tlie half-hour that preeedes the rising of a summer's 
8tifi« in the one case the panorama is gradually hid fiK>m the sight, 
Wliile in the other, its objects start out from the unfolding picture^ 
first dim and mi£ity ; then marked in, in solemn back-ground ; next 
seen in the witchery of an inereanng, a thing as different as pes- 
siblo tmm Hie deeriannff twilight i and finally mellow, distinct and 
luminoits, as the ra3rB of the great centre of light diffuse them- 
sehosiB the atmosphero. The hymns of birds, too, have no novel 
ooRiiiterpartinthe retreat to the roost, or the fii^t to the nest; 
and theee iavarmbly accomjMaiy the aarent ci the* day, until tho 
appoanaoe of l^e sun itself 

'* BatliQi is deep jogr, the land and sea.*' 

All this^ howover, Hutter and Hurry witnessed without expe^ 
rieneing any of that calm delight which the spectacle is wont to 
bring, when tho thoughts are just, and ike aspirations pure. They 
not only witneosod it, but they witnessed it under circumstances 
that had a tendency to increase its power, and to heighten its 
oharms. (tely one solitary object became visible in the returning 
ligfht, 'tiiat had received its form or uses from human taste, mr human 
desiFee, which as oft^i deform as beautify a landscape. This was 
the castle; all ti^e vest being native, and fresh from the hand of 
God. That singular readenoe, too, was in keeping with the natural 
objects of the view$ starting out ^m the gloom, quaint, pictu- 
resque,^ aad ornamental. Nevertheless, the whole was lost on the 
obaerveiB, who knew no leeHng of poetry, had lost their sense of 
natural dirrotion in lives of obdurate and narrow selfishness, and 
had little other sympathy with nature than that which originated 
with her lowest wants; 

▲s soon as the light was sufficiently strong to allow of a distinct 
view of the lake, and mere partitnilarly of its shores, Hutter 
tamod the head of the ark direetly towards the castle, with tho 
avowed iateittiMi of taking poosossion for tho day at least, aa tho 
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place most favourable for meeting bis daugrbters, and for e&rrjrinff 
on bis operations against tbe Indians. By tbis time, Ckas^^a^AkoA 
was lip, and Hist was beard stirring among the fumituie of .tbe 
kitchen. Tbe place for which they steered was distant only a mile, 
and the air was sufficiently favourable to permit it to be lieared bj 
mcans of tbe sail. At this moment, too, to render the appearances 
generally auspicious, tbe canoe of Judith was seen floating north- 
ward in tbe broadest part of the lake; having actually passed tbe 
Bcow in tbe darkness, in- obedience to no other power than that of 
the elements. Hutter got his glass, and took a long and anadous 
survey, to ascertain if bis daughters were in the light craft or 
not; and a slight exclamation like that of joy esoapedf bim> aa he 
caught a glimpse of what be rightly conceived to be a part of 
Judith's dress above the top of the canoe. At the next instant 
tbe girl arose, and was seen gazing about her, like one assuring 
herself of her situation. A minute later, Hetty was seen on her. 
knees, at the other end of the canoe, repeating the prayers that bad 
been taught her, in childhood, by a mis^uidea but repentant 
mother. As Hutter laid down tbe glass, sull drawn to its focus, 
the Serpent raised it to his eye, and turned it towards tbe canoe 
It was the first time be bad ever used such an instrum^it, and 
Hist understood by bis "bugh!" the expression of his face, and 
bis entire mien, that something wondernil. bad excited bis admi- 
ration. It is weU known that the American Indians, more pa^- 
cularly those of superior character and stations, singularly main- 
tain tbeir self-possession and stoioism, in the midst of tbe flood ^f 
marvels that present themselves in their occasional visits to tbe 
abodes of civilization ; and Chingacbgook bad imbibed enougb of 
'this impassibility to suppress any very undignified manifestation 
of surprise. With Hist, however, no such law 5?as binding, and 
when her lover managed to bring tbe fflass in a line with the canoe, 
and her eye was appned to tbe smaller end, the girl starts btiek 
in alarm; then she clapped her bands with delight, and a Iftugh, 
^he usual attendant ot untutored admiration, followed. A few 
minutes sufficed to enable this quick-witted girl to manage the 
instrument for herself, and she directed it at every prominent 
object that struck her fancy. Finding a rest in one of Uie windows, 
she and tbe Delaware first surveyed the lake ; then the shores, tbe 
bills, and, finaUv, the castle attracted their attention. After a hmg 
steaa;^ gaze at the latter. Hist took away her ejre, and spoke to ber 
lover in a low earnest manner. Chingacbgook immediately placed 
bis eye to tbe ^ilass, and bis look even exceeded that of bis betrotbed 
in length and intensity. Again they spoke together, confidentially, 
appearing to compare opinions, after which the ^^lass was laia 
aside, and the young warrior quitted the cabin to join Hutter and 
Hurry. . ^ 

The ark was slowl v but steadily advancing, and tbe oastle was 
materially within half a mile, when Chingacbgook joined tbe two 
white men in the stem of the scow. His manner was calm, but it. 
Was evident to the others, who were familW with tbe habits of the 
Indians, that he had sometbiAg to oommunicate. Hurry was g^ 
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ner&l)y prompt to 8peak» and, aecording to custom, he took the 
lead on this ooeasion. 

** Out with it, red-skin/' he cried, in his usual rough manner. 
** Have ^on discovered a chip-munk in a tree, or is there a salmon- 
trout swimming under the bottom of the scow? You'll find what 
a pale-fooe can do in the way of eyes, now, Sarpent, and mnstn't 
wonder that they can see the lands of the Indians from afar off." . 

*• No good to go to castle," put in Chingachgook, with emphasis, 
the moment the other gayo him an opportunity of speaking. 
••Huron there." 

" The devil he is! If this should turn out to be true. Floating 
Tom, a pretty trap we were about to pull down on our heads ! 
Huron there ! — well, this may be so ; but no signs can I see of any 
thing, near or about the old hut, but logs, water, and bark— 'bating 
two or three windows, and one door." 

^ Hutter called for tho glass» and took a careful survey of the 
spot, before he ventured an opinion at all ; then he somewhat cava- 
lierly expressed his dissent from that given by the Indian. 

** You've got this glass wrong end foremost, Delaware,*' conti- 
|g Hurry; "neither the old «au uo. I c*aaee any trail ia the 

, ^Ko trail— -water make no trail," tuli Hist, eagerly. ''Stop 
boat— no go too near— Huron there l" 

"Ay, that's it! Stick to tho some tale, and more peoi)le will 
believe you. I hope, Sarpent, you and your gal will agree in tell* 
ing the same story after marriage^ as well as you do now. Huron, 
there !— whereabouts is he to be seen— in the padlock, or the chains, 
or the logs ? There isn't a gaol in the colony that has a more lock- 
up look about it, than old Tom's chiente; and, I know something 
about gaols from experience." 

. **No see moccasin," said Hist, impatiently; "why no hohr^ 
•nd see him." 

"Give mo the glass, Harry," interrupted Hutter, "and lower 
the sail. It is seldom that an Indian woman meddles, and when 
she does, there is generally a cause for it. There w, truly, a moc- 
casin floating against one of the piles ; and it may or may not be 
a sign that the castle hasn't escaped visitors in our absence. 
Moccasins are no rarities, however, for I wear 'em myself, and 
peerslayer wears 'em, and you wear *em, March; and, for that 
matter, so docs Hetty, quite as often as she wears shoes ; though I 
never yet saw Judith trust her pretty foot in a moccasin." 

Hurry had lowered the sail, and by this time the ark was within 
two hundred yards of the castle, setting in, nearer and nearer, each 
moment but at a rate too slow to excite any uneasiness. Each 
now took the glass in turn, and the castle, and everything near it, 
was subjected to a scrutiny still more rigid than ever. There tho 
jnoccasin lay, beyond a question, floating so lightly, and preserving 
ite form so well, that it was scarcely wet. It had caught by a 
piece of the rough bark of oiie of the piles, on the exterior of the 
water-palisade, that formed the dock already mentioned ; wliich 
circumstance alone prevented it from drifting away before the air« 

p 
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Thefd xrete tasaiy modes^ li^wer^n of fteeomithig fer ^ttfi^ TftliMgi i h "' 
of the moccasio, ^Tithout supposing it to have been dmjvM^ bylfti 
enemy. It mi^ht have fall^ ^m the pktform, even wtdle Hott^ 
was in possession of the^plaee, and drifted to tiio spot wh«i% it W^ 
now seen» remaining unnotioed until detected by th« aectle vidloti 
of Hist. It might nave drifted from a distance, up or doim th^ 
lake» and accidentally beoome attaohed to the nile or palisado. It 
iBigat have been thrown from a windoW) and alighted in l^at p^^ 
tioular place ; or it might certainly hare fallen from a seout^ w i^ll 
assailant, during the past night, who was obliged to abandon £t %6' 
the lake, in the deep obscurity which then prevailed. ' - 

AU these conjectures pafised from Hiitter to Hu^ry; the 
appearing disposed to regurd the omcen asalittlo sinister,^] 
t£e latt^ treated it with his nsual reckless disdain. As for f . 
Indian, he was of opinion,' that the moeooein should be ^riewed ^ 
itoQ t^ould regard a trail ia the woods, which mighl eir might tiH^ 
equally prove to be threatening. Hist, however, had sotbetMn^' 
ayailable to propose. Bh» deckred her readiaess to talk» a ea^nopi* 
to proceed to the palisade, and briAg away the moceadn, #hen ia 
emaments woidd show whether it came item the Canadas ey Hdii' 
Both t^e white men were disposed to accept this offer; but ^Om^ 
pdawai'e interfered to prevent the risk. Ii sneh ti seryicMJ was ta 
pe undertaken, it best l^came a warrior to expose himtelf in ll# 
execution ; and he gave his refusal to let loot betrothed proceed/, 
mnch in the quiet but brief maiuier in whaoh «a Indian MuebiUiv 
iesues his commands. • ^'! 

** Well then, Delaware« go y;ounelf, if you'll so lender of yWt 
t^naw," put in the unceremonious Hurry. ** That moocasSik'mti^ 
be had, or Floating T<»n wiU keep off, hezts, «t am's-IengJAi, ti]f 
the hearth cools in his caUn. It's but a little deer-skin, alte:^' all^ 
find cut this-a- way or that-^way, it's not a skear-orow to frislifeil' 
true hunters from their game. W hat say you, Sarpent,- lAm yotf 
♦rl canoe It r ' ^' 

** JjQt red man go* Better ^f fl than pak«flftee^-4aA>w Httfctf 
Wck better, too," * -•'*^* 

'' That 111 gainsay, to the hour of my dea<& 1 A %hi«e inft^^ 
eyes, and a white man's nose, and for that matter, his si^ht atiir 
ears, are all better than an Indian's, when lairly tried. Time^anfi|P 
«g*iQ have I put that to the proof, and what is pitived is sartaitts' 
Still I suppose the poorest vagabond going, whether DelaWax^ oi^' 
Huron, can find his way to yonder hut and back ag^ln; and if^^ 
fioxpent, use your paddle, ana welcome*'' ' "^ a^ 

Cnlngachgook was already in the oanoe, and he dipped Ike HA^ 
plement the other named into the water jnsi as Hunye HmM^ 
tongue ceased. Wah-tal-WiA saw the departure of herwanw* 
on this occasion, with the submissive sxlenoe of an Indiangirl, Im^ 
with most of the misgivings and apprehensions of her sex. Tnrowl'J' 
Dut the whole of the past nighi and down to the moment wmft' 
they used the glass together in the kut, GMngaolitook had mktiti' 
fested as much manly tenderneBS towards bis betrotiied. as one cf 
the aiost refined eentiment* eoald luKfd ahowM wdcr sunikff tiN 



jj^nwitftpftftfl'; .bat now every irfffYi t)f wea^eiA Ms I61H; Ja ^ 
uppeoraooe of stem reaolation. Althouj^ Hist timidly endeavoureii 
£> cia^k hi9 eye, as the Danoe left the side of tbe ark, the pride of a 
wamor woitla not permit him to meet her fond and anxious looks. 
The cai^oe departed, and not a wandering glance rewarded b^ 
iiiUcitu^e. 

Kor were the Delaware's core and eravitv' misplaced, under il(d 
ixnpressioas with which he proceeded on his enterprise, tt the 
enemy bad really gained possession of l^e building, he was oblige^ 
i^ Diii biiD^t^^ under the very muazles of their rifles, as it were, 
and this too without the protection <rf any of that cover, whicH 
tsams sot essential an ally in Indian warfore. It is scarcely possibly 
to conceive of a service- more dangerous ; and had the Serpent been 
jo^ified by the experience of ten more years, or had his fciend, the 
Deerslayer, been present, it in)uM never have been attempted ; th^ 
advantages in no degree compensating to the risk. But the pride 
^f aa Indian chief was acted on by the riVulry of colour ; and it i$ 
hot unlikely that the presence of the Very creature from whom hi$ 
Meas of mai^ood ]Ekrevanted his receiving a single glance, oVer- 
fiowing as he was with the love l^he eo well merited, nad uq smal^ 
influence on his determination. 

. Ghingaohgook paddled steadily towaidd the pialisa^es, keeping 
Cis eye on the di^Serent loops of the budding. Each instant ho 
expected to ^ee the muzzle of a rifle protriided, or to hear its shoxti 
drack^. ]|ut he succeeded in rea^tig the piles in safetv. Here he 
was, in a measure, protected, having the heads of the palisades 
between him andthQ hut ; and the choiitf^es of tmf attempt on bij 
me» ivAxle thus eovir^d, were jafreatiy diminished. The canoe had 
Beached the pifes with^ head inclining northward, and at a short 
distajice £rqm the modcasiii. Instead of turning to pick up th^ 
lattjcri ^be Delaware alQWly made the c^cuit of the whole building. 
deUbexateiy exarfftiuing fv^y object that should betray the presence^ 
of enemies, or the commission of violence. . Not a sinrie sign could! 
be disfoveredt however, tci conflrHi' tb^ sUspicfions mat had beej|k 
awakened* The stillness of desertion pervaded the building; n<St 
4£asteni]affwaA displaced; not awiUdo^ had been broken. ^Thq. 
door looked as seouue aa at the homr when it was closed b^; Hutter, 
•kd even jthe gate of the dock had all the customary fastening. H 
snort, ti^e most wary and iealous eye eould detect no other evidencc( 
<Mrthe vipit of enemies, than l^at which was connected \vith the 
^p]3garanoe of the floating moccasin. ' 

The Delaware was now greatly at a loss h6W to prodeed:. At one 
itkomeirti as he csame round in front of the castle, he t^as on th^, 
fioiai of stepping up on the^atform^ and of applying his ey;e to one (St 
£he iooBB,^ wilii a view of taking a direct personal mspection of the 
state of ihinffs within; but he hesitated. Though of little expe- 
rience lA 8U(m matters, himself he had heard so much of IndiaiU. 
art^oea through traditions, had listened With such breathless 
interest to the* narration of the escapes of the elder warriors, an(n 
in sLerty was so well schooled in the theory of his caUiiig, that it 
lito almost as impossible for him to makettuy gt^ss bitOider on 



3^ 



^ ^ntB: mtefeiajLintt^ 



problem ill tit^th^M^. 



Betinqmi^liiQg^ lbs i^oi«entary .int^ntiQa p' l^nd:, tfife chief i^wljr 

aioQca«lii-7TMii4iig now nearly completed tac circuit of thd btilldifii' 
-^he thr^w tA^ iiivuicn^ article iiitd tj^i^ cdhoo, W oi di^ilje^^^'alia 
• QlBiK)fit impe;«^til4<9 mpv^^i o£ his paddlp-^ He ^in iiqW ^ettd^r 
to departs >i|it , r^t^t, ^m cvc^ mpipe dapgerouift ihixt the'apf i^mehA, 
aftttKe.»ejQjDovJa.|>o,lQjigqji l?0.riy<5fcd oh the loops; 'If ^Irtf^iwfe 
TetfUyftnjOBfl jiaAe pastle^^hemotive of the B^awttHfe-te'ifearit- 
n^mog ^mstjpei im(dej2^t9pa;| aad it was the -wisest' WAy,!WM^»rtr 
perUwi^*t.:iiwgkt,b€^fo xetixo tKift'ari .cfirof ednfidcrtilee, ftil'tf'ttl 
disfcnwtiiWCirQ t^OTwnMed by the e.taiiXiiiaf}oii;- Such. adodfdWiib', 
*ivt». taei 4)^kiMrse,'iQappiU:^ hy t^e .Jtixdian^ yho paddled <)eliberiitely 
«(Wayi takiBg-tA^'di^ecJ^ou of the^ark^ summing ndnervvjus bn^iilke 
' to t«Aoi^ tae miAi^m at U^ioms,. or lio induce Hiia, laii^, tfv«»a 
.' fttfU^eglftnQe b^lnnd hiin*) . / ' ', "' ' i':"'it 

Ifo i(i^S^, iwi^e, rcaredin ,tW re&c^snehtk'df the-hi!^et)t«|yiliMi- 
ti(»4 ff¥er ^fia^qnaband on )^9 ):et\imfroiii the field, witb'mcttio^f 
fl^neUxui^ uvW.co.TfU]it^^nc9, ^an Hist discovered/ a9id»»^'W>lAio 



aiqf tie; Ijelawaxea stektrntarmed, int6'tbebf<kJ"Sttli 

•fihe;.i»prj^Ja^v^t,ew^^o«5^thou^^ thejoy that spai'Mted* iftijIAjr 



. Oieat I 

'IBhfit'-rSpm^PSAdv^-: r. '--r- .-r —,--, ^-^ r- - 

dtaki eyfi9, .e^po^f inule tllat fii&te$ Ker jk^^f'mattii;'ipM a 
k»ir«aa?%atherJi)etrQttedcoul()Ltgaderstana.- ^' . • . «TMr+ 

".W9lv Wpeuti,V «ried Hutry. alwystHefiihstl^ #eWe;'"^Hat 
imnjbim ^Uid^Kudkratsr .Did m^y show tU^iFt^eth, a»7«« mk- 

*''^~^?T-?«jDte'»lio^^^ 

L see silencer *' '" '•--■'^- v..' ;'.:.- .1 !■ .:.=o.«iiw - 



cant 



stiii: 



afli^t;a4owimflAt.I»djUmr-iiftif Wytl^in (;oi4d%ftk#l«B^T»iso 

^ , jkpotiisg! ^.iTyoi've na tiettet>tJas6n^ttiairthk^t»-'gWe^ Old 

.T««i )Mk4,ji>^i^Qrae hiJft 3aiV astd, i3:o and ft^et M^^i^eAkfast^tklcr 

^iiroit/ jV'IiatAaa become ofttie mxicoAs^^ • - ^' b-I^ 

^•^^i^.^^A '^I'ingaphgAofc.hohlinig'tipMl pri«0^ar:r4ho 



' She Moepaw ^i» exanuneij, in^ jffisi? coriAdeiiflir ^roridtwowl it 
to ;^:J9UMrpn, by the manner, in wiat^h the porctirpine'd ^ttllk=^re 
asrang^ oa its tconi Hntter, and^ th6 Delaware, t*),^wferd 
decidedly fd the aame opinion. Admitting all^this, hoWdv«r;iiiflid 
not aeeemrily follow that its owners were in the oastie;. fhe 
inoeoafiiB ■ jnight have drifted from a disrtixnce, or it might 'k^ve 
lUlen ixom to^ loot of 9Qme scout, who had onittcd the pHeerwket 
hiifl enan4 was accomplished. In short, it explainea notiMDg^ 
vlule itawalcenad so much distrust. ' > f 

Under the ciroum^tances, Hutter and Hurry weK not SMii'ld bo 
longidetenred &om proceeding, by proofs as slight vA thatal'the 
xnocpafiin* QChey hoisted the sail again, and the ark waft jdo& in 
siotiaii* heading towards the castle, llie wind, or nir. ocntintied 
light, Mid the .mocvcment was sufficiently slow to aJlow of * deli- 
berate survey of the building as the soow approaolPcd,-' ' (EUftitriime 
death-like suence reigned, and it was dificult to fancy that any- 
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ihin^ possessing: ammalifiSe7<)btddibBni]i«r^^ Unlike 

»e^-^wfio9^,1,m^nation had^acted through his traditions 
'lif^ jTeao^ m p(^9^T6 fo^ttt1^fiM4'i4^a'tt(iiJ^^stiU»M8, 
#/^,;4*l|W iav noihnk to apt^feheAdiilMi'mfiattiilltFaiat, ia 
mtfmtiOmQXe^ nu^rely me repOa^ oi iiiainiiiat^ objects/ < • gnie acces- 
«ptJ^iM>f tii9 ^c«e^ too, y^t^ soothing: ktid calm, rii^6H;hah ^xeiting. 
£^'4«kf h^ not, yet advanced ^ mi' o^s to hting ths"^ Abpw the 
^^m«O0L. I^u^ 4Ke .neay^ns, the ^.tmo^phere/^ii^ t!t« \t^od» and lake 
.1«n»}e:i^llee^ ^iSer tl:tat sOlt^ed ligtt x^hii^ M'mi^dla^^S^'^preocdes 
' '"' * ^ * ' ' ItMigripwiod^f 

ef^ln^48 

klilU'cidity, 

i]thetii«e,i^i|)g«a]an£r«gr^3r and (soi^nei^witli the mtlit^ ^ dbjeiAa 



,_.,_ j>^i|>wajan^.grpy and (SQTO . . 

,d&£r^|^4«>a9d theperspectiye Jtist as.tDOfaItrntns, Ilha«^a]^« pr^di^Bt^ 
V'ltt' thote 4i»(pU<nty. without t^' xiipretricjcitrt aidisbf ^oitd^^ti <or 
ogKtti«.^:'l» a,.ivpi^4^ jifc.feJko.m^Tiiefit tdifen;!^!^ it^^es'^fefectta^to 
£ W^^ap. tji^ . jpoF^s an thp 4mpbst aittl tbo^4i«f6tirll«S 'f^mbV *ike 
theniind emer^ng from theohsbnrlty'of dottbt^i^m«(ati^ 



hee^t^lit' Mi«h a 
<^o6s«il;tftodf4n a 
^'t{(^P^IaTV«ires, 

i(^1^Kle'^ih» 

.,jf'fiaid5fe#*^r 

t'the «0wW)»S?Sgainst 

, arnddiium]^<M»&4itt^l«ity, 
hi^ to'tak&^^'m^ l^W to 



.JWt8v^9e9iMI,3^»05Mt3:fttiion.,rJ^^^ — 

'IcBOQntri^T^t ta.iproaucexwi TIWso who ilire f)t^: 
o ^lowisfflise^wM lo^jt oniBtu^^ oA^ TLntri ; btitn 
lltttDuift^ pxn^ customed t<»itiieis tti^ibf ( 
r^dtuUin^]^ to ftWy;5Q their »fe6lin^;'WteW c'^Jtti 

themselves. It disposea 9ie youiil^H^sutiior t<^ 
:t;ai«d»^Qfi8k {eis^iwgings for th^'jgi^ 6f the 
-Jm jim««l 1asst*in,^:ca!)in, the.] 

the side of the platform'. 'From 
0(At6ti<»fc tojKey«P{jhfi wj^\ 
» called on him to oomb 



who 

L.)eMigael 
iJftlAhft'Wflyj 

glad totonch ,.^^^ ^, _.^^^__._, __^ _. ., .-, 

cu!laid»|)r!0lMQUi;? U^ iA<ii^^ to the^hc^^ fiurdti;,ti4!bl&>i(|L4ii8 

customary noisy,* dogmatical ^anilfer. ■*' matter fi W *awt«iti '6anoe 
dl t^M^^hmApliBh/^.mmmi Fa> akeady^Wime^ttf %ft'd(^he 
eifaskttmgs oftie gate m iWer to* eriteiriHtfflri ^ti-d:^. '(Ittaroh 
oihacLae other motive inlandinsT thftn'a-seti^eiess'^h^avadd, 4nd 
h iluMr^iigrshAlgen the door, in a manner to ptit'its solidif;)^ td Che'^tdof. 
c*ilke jjmeii)£(i|tter iu the canoe, and begfim to atdhim m owning/the 
ovaAt*,! The reader will remfember thw thfs mods of *«twfa<fe'i«ra8 
irt'jfcndoi^ njacessary by the manner In which the e>wiiti» of «hia 
tV isialgiilat^ u^pidencenaUtually secured it whenever it #^s Mu^rtiy ; 

more particularly at moments, when dang'er >^iKs W^Wfehenoed, 
e^^ Bottcy M. pMe9l-» line in tli0 Delaware's hand, on enteiit^the 





' Mg^t o£ th9 roiie over the head of a ; 
'^riibitoi]iidmtiU:it lay. against the 



e, he ^rmitfted the ark to 
'—^^ in a positiOtt wheie it 



tS9 

eovld be emteroionly^ by m«uw of a bo«t, or b)r v$fittmg dk&t^lit 

Bm&mits of tlie palisades ; the latter beuof aa 02Cfl(Htrthat ve^uiNi^ 
0ome comiaaiid of the feet, asd which was not to be attempt^ im 
the face of a resolute enemy. 

In conseguence of this change in the position ol the aooir, wkiA 
•vas efiectea before Hutter had suooeeded in opening the gate of hia 
I6ckt the ark and the castle lay, aa sailors would expiess it, yavd^ ^ 
am and yard-arm, kept asunder some ten or twelye feel by meana 
of the piles. As the scow pressed dose against itbe lfilite»» tkeJK 
tops formed a species of breast- work that rose to ^ height of « 
man's head, covering m a certain degree the mta of the soow-iiiafc' 
were not protected oy the cabin. The Delawase SJOfVMred thii^ . 
ax^ngement with great aatisfactionf and, as the caskoerfM fioMer' 
parsed through the gate into the dock, he thought that -ha might 
dejBend his nosition against any ganison in the castle lor a B«£eieK| 
time, could he but have had the helping arm of his &iend i>9ev» 
fiUyer. As it was, he felt oompavatively aecune, and no longer anfv 
fered tiie keen apprehensiona he had lately eacpeiiao^ in bdialf t^ 
Hist. 

A single shore sent the oanoe irom the gate to the tep beneasth 
thfe castle. Here Hutter found all fast neither padlo<^ wbk «haia« 
nor bar havinff been molested. The key was iNrodueed. the kxto 
removed, the (main loosened, aod the trap pushed nnwara. fiunf 
how thrust Ms head in at the opening; the arms imQWdSL^mAibM 
oolossal legs rose without any apparent effort. At ilie ne^iSfilajB!^ 
his heavy foot was heard atampmg in the na^iage above, th^i whiA ' 
separated the chambers of the father sndaau|^tey8» and inlowhiA 
the trap opened. He then gave a shout of tnumph* 

f Come on, old Tom," the reckless woodsman catied pmitBom 
witiun the buildiug— " here's your tenement, sfile and aMunii;. aji 
and as empty as a nut that has passed half an hour.ia taa paws of- 
a squirrel t The Delaware brafps of being able to me aSenoe; kt^ 
him come herOj and he majfeel it in the bargain." 

** Any silenee where you ar^ Hurry Hany," nd^omed Huttei^ 
thrusting his head in at the hole, aa he utteved thft laat vesd^' 
which instaiptly eaused his voice to sound smothered l».thMe -wath* 
put*^*'any silence where you are ought to be Mh seen «aafelt^te: 
It's unlike any other silence." > 

'*Come, come— old fellow; hoist yourself up, and we'll opea 
dooTB and windows and let in the fresh air to teglrten U9 Biafctttff% 
Few words in troublesome times make men tbs besi M'nda. Your. 
darter Judith is what I call a misbehaviag younsr woman* and tha* 
hold of the whole family on me is so much wesikwed by her lata 
conduct, that it wouldn't take a speech as long aaUie te» OfN^aiaad- 
ments to send me off to the river, leaving you and your traps, yonr 
ark and your children, your man-servants and ^ouranaid«4etvaBl>» 
your oxen and your asses, to fight this battle wadi the Ifoouoia by 
yourselves. Open that, window, floating Tom, and 1 11 Unidar 
through and do the same job to the &qpt door." 

A moment of silence succeeded, and a naia^ like Umt Modnoedby 
thefsllofab^Tjr bodjr&Uoved* Adatf^^amttimlraii^ilnEf 



J <Acl ti9|ii the wfa^le ixtt^rior of iSid building seemed alive. 
_ snoiata iiuit now so v^Mtnly, and we may add so unexpectedly 
eva U> ihe Delaware, bifte the stillness "vnthin, could not be mis- 
taken. They^ resembled those that would be produced by a struggle 
bcibP^eii lig^s in a cage. Onee or twice the Indian yell was given 
bwti it'86«iiied BUMrthered, and as if it proceeded from exhausted or 
<)oiiinfefiSed throats ; and, in a shigle instance, a deep and another 
akuma^f tevioltiner execration came from the throat of Huixy. It 
appeareaa^if Ibodies were constantly thrown upon the floor with. 
YvleAee^ as «fteA rising to renew the struggle. Chingaichgook felt 
fiiteatly/at a lose what to do. He had all the arms in the ark, 
fikttetf •aBd'fittrry ha'?ing prooeeded without their rifles ; but theip 
wmaiMtiadaixa^f unng them, or of passing them to the liands of 
thebownani. The oombatants were literally eaged» rendering it 
aUnost asiiftpotsible, under the cirottmstances, to get out as to get 
into the Immmg. Then there was Hist to embarrass hi|s move- 
ments, a»d to mpple Ms efforts. With a view to relieve himself 
fromi W8 diBadTafiteira, he told the girl to take tiie remaining 6anoe 
and to join Hutter's dau^ters, who were incautiously but delibe- 
ratt^ a|»pro«otiing, in ofaer to save herself^ and to warn the others 
of^ihsis iAflD«ter« Bat the giri positively and iirmly refused to 
ooai|k^. At^thait moment, no human power, short of an exercise of 
Aufacior phyuoal force, could have induced her to quit the ark« 
Tmt^xigmof of the moment did not admit of delay, and the Bda- 
wtgle^ 4e«iag no possibili^ of serving his friends, cut the line and 
byra «teoii«r shove foreedthe seow some twenty feet dear of the 
Bilna^ fii^o he took the sweeps and succeeded m getting a short 
distance to windwaxrd, if any direction could be thus termed in so 
lig^ht ail air* but aeither the time nor his skill at the oars allowed 
thlfT'di^taaoe to bo gteat. When he caas^ rowing, the ark might 
hato ham a humdrod yards ^m the platform, and half that cUs- 
tanlBBlx^^iieaoulhiwara of it, the sail being lowered. Judith and 
Hetty had now discovered that something was wrong, and wero 
»tati<MiKry a thcwsand feot farther north. 

4litys.whilo the furious i^truggio continued within the house. 
In BoanoB like tisese ovetits thicken in less time than they can bo , 
relaflked' l^>a& tbo moment whea the &rst fall was heard within 
the building to that when the Delaware ceased his awkward ai- 
tenn>t9<torow, it ttdgbA have been three or four minutes, but it had 
evi&nMy served to weaken the combatants. The oaths and exo* 
oratums of Hurry were no longer heard, and ev<sn the struggles had 
lostaome of their feree and fury ; nevertheless, dhey still continued 
with.iaiabated perseverance. At this instant the door flew open, 
andthe fiffht wift transferred to the platform, the light, and tho 
opeaiuf. . 

A Hsaroft had undona the fastenings of the door, and three or four 
of his tribe rushed si\e/t him upon the narrow space, as if glad to 
escape hwn some tetrible scene within. The body of another fol- 
lowed, pitched headlong through the door with terriiio violence. 
Then March appeared, raging like a lion at bay, and for an instant 
free4£Dooi ^ nwBOBfcw «aeinios« Hutter iraa already a oaptivo 



/tu^boQiki Therf was n^w a paiisein ihft ifttw^y^e'k 
flentblod «. IqQ in a tefoapest* ITbe necessity of breati$iig wdiSt cdtiL^ 
.ia:«ll» »i^ the epmbataiits stood watohine eack Qtlier».'lik§ vi^t 
tbut h&ve b^u drirea fronqii their holds^ «nd are' wainnip' Jfa' 
iavbumble. opportunity of renewing tbem. "We slial}. prqfU by ] 
•^iis0>.1o rekte l^e manner in.wbicb. Ibe Indians- had'obtainodi 
aetaioA of the oastles ; and this l^lie more, willingly be^au^ itr 
fee tnewwaary to exjplain^o the reader why a coijflict which *" " ' 
.,«a clo«0 and iwoe; should havo also been so comparativelj:) 
-. Bifwoai a||d b*^ oejupaawQBjj particularly vx9 iatter, 
appeared to be a subordinate and occupied solely with his j 
xnade the closest observations in their visits to tne castle ; '< 
hoy had brought away /ixdrr^ '«^: rVKtluable information. By 
these means the Hurons had obtained a general idea of the manner 
in which the place wks constructed and seeuffed, as well as details 
that enabled them to act intelligently in the dark. Notwithstanding 
the care that Hutter had taken to drop the ark on the east side of 
the buildipgf when he was in the act of transferring the fumitoro 
from the former to the latter; he had been watched in a way to 
render the piiecaution useless. Soouts werp on .the look-9nt^4)n tlie 
' ' ' Itfie^ ' 



eastern^ as well as on the western, shore of the lake, and the wfi 
^^oceeding had been noted. As soon as it was dark, rafCs^p^e f ' 
already desoribed approached from both shores to reconnoitre ; 

, the art had passed within fifty feet of one of them withotlt'JtslJ 
discovered ; the men it held, lying at th^ir length on Uife log 

, as to blend themselves and their slow-movinfe macniiie with 
,^ater. When these twt) sets of adventurers drew near the.o 
thay encoimte^ed each other, and after communicating their; 

,. Uwe^ <»^effya^ions,,they^ xinhesitatiogly approached the b^ ^ 
Jk9 i^ been expected, it was found empty. . The rafts tf^re it) 
diately ^ent for ai rdntirafcement to the shore, and two. of tub i^ ' 
femained to profit by tbeir situation. These men, succe6,.^_ 
getting on the roof, and, by removing some of the baric, in^eii^- 
:ing;w£at;mgbt bo termed the garret. Here they trereftfttnd^y 

'] their companions. Hatchets now opened a hole tbrongh ihe sdnare 
logs^of the* upper floor, through 'which no less than ei^htptjiie 

. nw>$t athletie^ of the Indians dropped into the room beileWh^"lJ4re 
they were lelt, well supplied with arms and provisioivai mherto 
fitand a siege, or to make a sortie, as the case mi^ht require, ^e 
night was passed in sleep, as is usual with Indians in a Btat€f;of 
Botiviiy. The returning day brought them a view of the approiich 
of the ark, through the loops, the only manner in which light and 
air were now admitted, the windows being closed most effectually 
.with ^ank, rudely fashioned to fit. As soon as it was ascertaitfed 
'that tuc two white men were about to enter by the tiap, the oraef 
^ho directed the proceedings of the Hurons, took his meastires Ac- 
cordingly. He removed oil the arms from his own people, civet to 
the knives^ in distrust of savage ferocity, when awakened b;^ jj^r- 
Qonal injuries, and he hid them where they could not be folind 
without a search. It opes of hark were then prepared, and taking 
their stations in the toree diffiu-pnt rooms, the^r all waited fe tho 




Ifexd entbr&f the Imlldingr, men '«^itnout replace th^'W 

toaf, reflioved every si^ of their visit with eate, and then 4epartM 

" for tfe shore, 'ft w^ one of these wlio hfiid dropped his mocdaisiii, 
tv^Lch ne hod not been ^hle tp ^d again^ In the dark. Had the 
;^^tiiof the {Tirrbeeninown, it is probable nolihingr eoifld iwite 
saved thJB lives of Hurry, and Htttter; butlAtat event <MMmmd 

' aftc* tt^B' ambush was laid, dnd at a distdnee of sevferal miles rfrom 
tl^e encnih^ment near the castle.- ^eh were the mieansi that bad 
beeli;cm^oyed to produce th^ tta^ of things n^e - i^ull oontiniie to 

'•itosidnbev \ ■ ":,,,•■.' 

^*' ^.f ';•/.' ^' /''- CHAPTBE XK.'-'. . .. " : m-/ '..; 

: '». ' . f^li^ovftlif doba that iQao can d^^ 

..•,♦.',. ♦■ And aQ U done in vain ! . 

' ' Sty love ! AiyiiatiTe land, B^tt^ 

' ' ' ' Fo^ImturtcitMath^maSii^ 

* v;.«>' r. n . . .lPQttm.xatctoMt!k9m9iiu"^Sc9tluhSaUai, 

tH'tli4 la$t chapter we left the combatants bfeaChing* in th^ir 
narrow lists. Accustomed to the rude spo*ts of VresUiiigf aAd 
jumping, then so comraoittn America, more especiafiy cfn the froh- 
tlejJ8> JHurry possessed an adirantage; in addition to his prodigious 
' Stj^rigth* that had rendered the strugfgte Icfss ntieanal ^an'-it 
;, ^fifht otherwise ajppear to be. This alone had enabled Mm to hoid 
c^t So long against s6 many enemies; for the Indit^ is by 4io 
ineans remarkable for his skill or force in athl^io exercises.' As 
, yet* no,-on^ had been seriously hurt, thon^h seversfl of the sairages 
Ma received severe falls i «wl he, lu 'patetSdulai', whb Ijiftd, bftn 
/. tniowil bodily Upoti the piiitform, might br siid*b be temp<»aiily 
. n0r$ d$ combat, ^'Sdme of the rest were Hinping; and March him- 
self had tot eutarely escaped from bruises, though wtint of btedth 
, ' Was the principal loss'ih^ beth sides 'Unshed to repa&r. ' < 

^ ^ tJuder oircuB^stance^ like those in which tte parties* were plaoi^d, 
,, a tj-uce, let it cpme from what cause it mi^ht, ctjuld no* 'well be fof 
,' long (^ntinuance. The arena was tod confined, andtiie distrtist*of 
;' »tiea<^'^ry too great, to admit of this. Contrary to what inii:ht'<be 
expected in his sitiiation, Hurry was the first to recommence hosti- 
lities. "Wliether this proceeded from policy, or an idea that he 
' might gain some advantage by making a sudden and unexpected 
assault, pr was the fruit of irritation and his undying hatred of an 
Indian, it is impossi^ilc to say. His onset was furious, however, 
and at first it carried all before it. He seized the nearest Huron 
by the waist, raised him entirely fit)mthe platform, and hurled 
lum into the water, as if he had been a child. In half a minute, 
two more were at his side, one of whom received a grav« injury 
by falling on the friend who had just preceded him. But four 
;" enemies remiuned, and, in a hand-to-hand conflict, in which ho 
J arms were used but those which nature had furnished, Hurry bo- 
,Ucved himself fiilly able to cope with that number of ri'd-skin*. 
**Hurridil Old Tom/' he shotitedi 'Uhe rasecds a*-© tOing^to 
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tbe kik«i and TH soon Imve 'em all swimmiii^ !*' As thesft "urord* 
wer& uttered, a riolent kick in the face sent oack tl^ injured Ittr* 
dtMi, who had caught at the edge of the platform, and was endea- 
TQttrinfr to raise himself to its level, helplesslv and hopelessly into 
the water. When the affiray was over, his dark hody was seen, 
through 4^e liinpkl ektnent of the Glimmerglass, lying, with out- 
stfe^bed arms, extended on the bottom of tne shoal on which the 
castle stood, clinging to the sands and weeds as if Hfe were to bo 
retained by this fbenzied grasp of death, A blow, sent into the pot 
ot another's stetaaeh, doubled him up like a worm that had b^n 
trodden on ; and but two able-bodied foes remained to. be dealt 
with. One of these, however, was not only the largest and strong- 
est of the Hurons, but be was also the most experienced of the 
warriors present, and that one whose sinews w:ero the best strung 
in fights, and by marches on the war-path. This man had fully 
appreciated the gigantic strength of his opponent, and had care* 
fully husbanded his own. He was also equipped in the best man- 
ner for such a conflict, standing in nothing but his brcech-cloth, 
the model of a naked and beautiful statue of agility and strength. 
To grasp him required additional dexterity and nntisual stretigih. 
8till Hurry did not hesitate ; but the kiA, that had. actually de>' 
-atroyed ooe follarw-Qreature, was no sooner given than he closed in 
with this formidable antagonist, endeavouring to force him iidip the 
waiter also. l%e struggle 1;hat succeeded was truly hdghtfuL So 
fleiee did it immediately beeome, and so quick and changem we^ije 
the evolutions of the athletsd, lj»it the remaining savage hniiBo 
chance for interfering, had he possessed the desire ; but wonder 
and apprehension held htm spdi-bound. He was an inexperienced 
youth, and his blood curdled as he witnessed the fell strife of l^u- 
manptaaons, exhibited, too, in an unaccustomed lorm. 

Hurry first attempted to throw his antagonist. With this viev 
he seized him by the throat and an arm, and tripped with the 
Quiokness and mot of an American borderer. The effect waa 
frus^ted by the agile movements of the Huron^ who had clothei 
to grasp bT, and whose feet avoided the attempt with a nimblehew 
' equal to that with wtdek it Was made. Then followed a aott of 
mSiSe, if snoh a term can be applied to a struggle between^twd 
in whidi no efforts were distinctly visible, the limbs and bodies qi 
the combatants assuming so many attitudes and contortions, as to 
defeat observation. This confused but tierce rally lasted less than 
a minute, however, when Hurry, furious at having his strength 
baffled by the agility and nakedness of his foe, made a de^rate 
effort, which sent the Huron from him, hurling his body violently 
agaii^ the logs of the hut. The concussion was so great as mo- 
mentarily to confuse the latter^s faculties. The pain, too^ extorted 
a deep groan ; an unusual concession to agony, to escape a red-ma* 
in the heat of battle. Still, he rushed forward again, to meet his 
enemy, conscious that his safety rested on his resolution. Hurry 
now seized the other by tiie waist, raised him bodily from the 
platf(N*m, and fell with his own great weight on the body beneath. 
This additieMl ah^fc ao fSur tlmuied the sufferer, that his gigantia 
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wldtd onpoQi^iit. DOW kad him completely ok h» m^ror. Fttssdae 
lAi lurnds round tlie throat of his viotim, hd eompresaea them "wil^ 
th^ strength of a vice, fairly doubling tho head of the Huroa ov^r 
the edge of the platform^ until the ohiA was uppermost, with the 
infeinal strength he expended. An instant sumeed to show the 
consequences. The eyes of the sufierer seiemiedto start ibrwaid» 
hid tongue protruded, and hisao^ils dilated nearly to tplittiiig. 
At this instant a rope of bark, havijaig an eye, was passed dexte- 
rdttsl;r within the two arms of Quiry ; the end threaded the eve, 
forming^ a noose, and his elbows were drawn together -behind his 
back, with a power that all his gigantic strengtii couM not resist. 
Beluctantly« eyen under such ciroumstanoeA, did the exasperated 
borderer see his hands drawn ixom the deadly grass, for all the evil 
^ssions were then in the ascendant. Almost at the Bams imtast^ 
a simHax fastening secured his. ankles, and hia body waa loli^ to 
the centre pf the platform as helplessly, aad as oavaii^ly, as if 
it were a log of wood. His rescued antagc^ist, howerer, did not 
rise, for while he began again to breathe, his head aUll hung bdtp- 
lessly over tho edge of the logs, and it was thought at &«t tint 
his neck was dislocated, Herecoyered gradually only, and it was 
honirs before he could walk. Some fancied that aeitber fais body 
nor his mind .eyer totaUy raooyeried irom thia near approach to 
death. 

Hurry owed his defeat and captujre to Ihe intanaitf with whicik 
he had concentrated all his powers on hk falW foe. While thus 
occupledi the two Indians he had hurled into the water mounted 
to 4he heads^ of the piles, along which they paased, and joined 
thSr companion on the platform. Xhe latter had ao iar irallied hia 
faculties as to haye gotten Ihe ropoSi which were in readiJaess fixr 
use as the others appoared, sjnid they were applied in the Buumet 
related^ a^ Hurry lay pressing his enemy down with his whola 
weight, intent omy on the horrible office o£ 



J him. Thna 
welre the tables turned, in a single moment i he who had be«i ao 
near achieying a yictory that would haye be«A renowned for age% 
by means of tradition, throughout all that nagioui lying helpieasf 
boi^nd. and a captiye. @o fearful had be^ the aiorta of the pale- 
face, and 80 prodigious the strength he ezhihited^ that eren as he 
lay^ tethered like. a sheep boforo them, they regarded him with 
respect, and not without dread. The helpless body of their 
stoutest warrior was still stretched on the platform ; and, as they eas^ 
theif eyes towards the lake, in quest of the comrade that had been 
hurled into it so unceremoniously, and of whom they had lost 
sight }n the confusion of the frav« they peroeiyed his lifeless form 
clinging to the grass on the bottom, as already deseribed. These 
seyeral circumstances contributed to render the vietory of tha 
Hurons almost as astoimding to themselyes, as a defeat. 

Chlngachgook and hia betrothed had witnessed the whole of this 
struggle ^om the ark. When the three Hurons were about to paas 
the eords aj^ound the arms of the prostrate Hurry, the Dekware 
Bought his riiie ; but, before he oould use it, the white man waa 
bou|tatPi4it^fi]W<&^ VMdoi^. Bft j nig ht . u tiM bringdiowii an 
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'themjf but to obtain tht5 isciifp- -rWii imfjossible; and tlie yonng 
'%iff,Twh9.W(xi|lclrpOTfc<5ete wkiifejow^ W'elo obti^]9i[9^^rft^phlr» 
nt^ted 4iwut.jUkiiur Qiat iol a, £»e» wi^hpu^ »¥4h W^»ifet& 
-^i£w. A. gfen^e a^ Bist, 4m^^ ihcv re^olkctiMm pf wh^l mi(^ 
,|<)U9rtr,ehe;kQ4 any tiranei^^ wjsfe far jeveilgQi Th^ is^^,!^ 
tVe^t^ld wt Clttiiga(«go€^^)otild sc^predy b« eaid to^-jm^li^ 
dtdniBn^eetthooiarftof the ark 8^ all* hoTreveyiojcpiert h/b mig^.fc 
■ lA the Us9 of tke. paodle. Perkapft tha^ is 90 mtviiuijr. Ifkls^Jt* .1^ 
; which, mien ore so busigUitig and a<wk^a?tl» <to iQ l^eir fi^ a^^otsftp 
,to puU an qax; aTcn-th^ experienced; inarii^r, 9ft ^o^tmfiifbcmMe 
,iQg down in his efforts to iigure vjiih Hie eelebrated ]9uIlpo)^qi:tli» 
.gondolier. In 8hott,it is temBo^arUy an impractical^ j^t^w ^ 
.» n9W beginner to «Q»qeed wilfi a single ot^r; bufe iit tmsL ciMie>;)t 
iwas necessary to h&nSiB two iM? the name time, and tfaf>^e:^.gii^ 
' jsb^. Sweeps, or large oairsi, however^ are sooner reiidi^red o| tut; liy 
.theraWhand, than lights inQ)le»en|3,'a3id thU wasjik'e roMfL 
itibattha Delaware i^adsucededed in moving the nrk f^jlPettdk^ 
jdid,ija.atr»ttrial. 5tattriftl,jm)twith8t|uDdi»g,hadsuffi^fel9^ 
jduoe distrust, and he. ifa^ fully <iward of th^^ ^ti«i4 j^licmti^f^jlfi 
i¥hich fiist and'hi34aeU wero po^w p\»fie^ shjOuSfithe^^Hp^^mj^ 
^to the a»eo niat was stillrlyiin^ beneath \h^ tmi, f(iAsHfmfwkst 
-ibera, , A^one monimt he thoiightfof p^tHngflS^ Int^^ 
•>n htaownjiosaesaionvand of taking, to th^ .cnstem 3l)(^|jA|Ll9i 
^th^ nopo 01 veaohing the -Delawafe viuftgea by direct,^' 




jiqany eonsi4o7atiQ«is suggested th^nselY^ to puim 

.^isere^step, Itwasaln^steeriaiBithatscwfewatc. . ^ ^ _ 

\ fid^s, Mid W caADecpiHdjp#s9iWy.aw^ tiie 9N^,^4bo||i 
^jg ^een fww tha luilB^ Th^n ^ twiu ooiudnot b^ r ^ 
omtlndion e(ye% a»d th^ atreogilh of Qi9t iWiis. ime 
<^ight fuficiemy s mtpined. to .ou^trif) :the ]uasiii|r 
^wamorsi. XHis ipras a pact of A^^iiea nn whleh tl^ v 
iHotkaaev |h^ n^e of Jiorsesy and ^yery thing wonld.^l^^ 
IpbyaioaJl^argies of tb^ fagitiyafi^ Iia0t» l^t faar^:ml 
.vnswik^ thong^ts oennected with the situati^^nrOfT" 
^i6fi«id.wpo WBsnqt to bedfis»H*d in bift^tpemity. r . . ;: a:., n 
i;. Misi^t m ^ome parti^ulaD^i Jt?e$$o|iedi and 9y^n feU, Jwevefttly^ 
jtiiowgh she fMrriy^^t tifesfOaef^siigiiA^liQAs. • 5^«oipftfafM*er,rfBi- 

turbed her less than her concern for the two sisters, in'.lqrh^jaiB 
^.behalf her woinanly fcympatiues.w^e now stxtmerly (9iUst$d^ j {The 
.^anoe of the girls^ by the tinH» the st^ufi:gle.<9i the platfoinil'jia^ 
f^easedy was within three hundr«>d yanb of the. castle, jmd.bero 

j^uditb oeased paddting, the eyidenaes of striie' first ]l)^>9ifing 




^yw*ft 



aiftxioi 



apnaretnt to the eyes. Sm ond Hett^ Were standing erect, aiftxiooflj^ 
<anaeay<>uijpg to asonrtain what had ocetirred> but tmablcj-tO'aatia^^ 
.ihei? donbtflf from the oirciinn^Anoe that the building* in ft gveat 
measurei concealed the aeene of action. ^ '• ' • ' 

The parties in the ark» and in the oanooi were iAd^bted Jo ihe 
.£srocity of Hurry's attaokt for liieir momentary seeniity. Iii^aiigr 
ordinary case, the girls would heye been imiDediately oaptnircd s a 
measure easy of «xeeut»on» now the sayages had a canoe^ we«e it 
not to tho rodaoheofc tba aodaoiti! oltiie Qnroai hadieeenwd, in 



tli^'fe^ti«(»ilfftk< It irequiticd Boh^ ]dittU tfmi9''C6' te«OVerfroi^ 
theefiE^sf^ iftis viold^kt^oeae ; md this ^ ninch the moro, be- 
«ad«e Ih^ ^prlnci^' ikaii of the patty, li the xtuy of pergonal 
%ro:#e0» tft ubt, hod heeb fio gtbat a jsuffbter. ^ Sidl it Was 6f tKd 
last Uaf^Um^ ^at Jtidith and her Bister ahodkl' 9eek imtileSia^ 
^i^fagfi m ^ Ai'ki'Wbiere'the- defenoe^^ bffei^ed a tempordf ri^heltier 
at leasts am the fitfst steptvaat'O' ddvise the m-eons of ihd<i<icij)^ 
i^nt to- do^ s(>w fiM showed; hemelf in tlip stern t^f the s(x>)V, dna 
3nadl)'i]0a'a3^-^9sitttro^,a&d sitis, iii vain, in iwdier to diidue^the ^irls 
t6^'i]iake a oi]k)«^t to kv^oid me oastle) and to a|)proa;ch the ark m)ih 
the^ttfiiliwa^. :Bttt these^sigiw veiW dis.teruSted olr misuildersfc6rta. 
It fe- J)i»bable that Judith ^wtas 4i0fe yet stiffieiently aWare oftBo 
^■eal^^rte^.of th4t(g<3, to put Mi o<Miideiioe in' either partf . Inste;^ 
of doinir a^dj^sired^ she rattier k^pt more aloof ;"paddfin^ sloivfy 
bank^ tke^orth, dr into, the broaden part of the lake, where b1^ 
^io\M ooliutfand tiie Widest Tiew, and had the fkirest field for ^gHt 
]!)ef(M:«>h^w It Av^ at this instaht that the Btin appeared above the 
pinei^ of the, eastern rangeof mountain; ai^ a hgtit Bouthi&Hy breeeo 
faoae» aa^ wa§ usual ^nougli, at that iseason ajkt nour. • ^ 

COiliigftt^ffeoklOBt'no'tLitieiiiholsting^i^^ Whatov^ttiglit 

b6> ift ieserre for lAin^ thei^ oould be no question that it 4ras every 
^wa|r'd«ii^bleto^tho«rkat6Hehadi'8tanee from the eastl^, as 
to^edat)d&a eiiemies to4he neoi^ss^ of appi^oaohin^ the fbrmer 
iii'tte'^^o^, yhieh the obanees ^ war had, so inopportuneily {^ 
hia WfBh^ ia^id eecurity, thrown' into their hands. The appearand^ 
^tiie'6p#ililigd6ej$?«e^€iii|9d£riit to hi^usetlto Hurons from ihea 
.apatilf ; and i»r the time thb head of the soew had MeU of befo^ 
the[ w^mT, whiehit did'unM^&tsly ^ the ^^ong dir^^I brifi¥. 
it|^ltVithi^af(dWyaid9 0f'thepltft|drni» Hist found & Becesso^ 
-towtan^hel'Io^r of tHe4m|}ortaoo^ of ce^eilng'hisper80il'aR:aiD!»t 
tl^ iffflea^hSs foes« T^altasa aailMr to be avoided lender oil 
^^r^ounSstaneea, and socoiuiAL^Jke uiorei oeoause the Delaware found 
^kac^ffiili^uidiiot tiftie to the co^t^er hetsell, so long a^ h^ r^< 
mained e;cpo3edv • AeoicAdiugly; GH!iij||fabhgbokaband6nMthfeBpdw 
'to lt»'03n% iaoVelne&t^'ifortied B^ rinto tKe^ oaMn, th^ doers of 
in^hiokhvuxiniediately seetiiedrand theu h^ looked about him tir 
^the^fiflfti.. '^ ' •. . . * 

-' d'he-sitaatioiL of the parties was 2m>w so singular aa to merit a 
4Nirtietilar ^soriptlon. The a)^k was within sixty yards of the 
oastle, a little to the southward, Cft to windward of it, with its 
fiaii'fall) and the stieering-oaj^ abandoned. The latter, fortunately, 
*!waal«atfe«6othatitproduoed no great influence on the orab-like 
sne^eindnt of the unwieldy eraft. The sail being set^ as sailora 
4i^nai it, 4yiag« or having no braees, the air foroed the yard fo^- 
war^ taou&rh both sheets were fast. The efieet was threefold cm 
a boat- with a botbdm that was perfectly flat, and whieh drew 
mer^y some three/or foiitt filches of Wuter. It pressed the head 
slowly ^oandto keward^ it foroed the whole fabric bodily in the 
aome direo^ou at the same timoi and the water that unavoidably 
^athiei«d undet tlie lea gave the scow also a forward onovement 
AH these changes were exceedingly slow, however, for the wind 
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Iras not only liglit, but it was baffling as nsnal, and twioe or tiiri<^ 
the sail ^ook. Once it was absolateiy talben ashaek. 

Had there been any keel to the ark, it w<onld inevitably ha^ mn 
ibul of the platform, bows on, when it is probable tliai nbthiiiff 
bould haye prevented the Hurons from earryinf^ it ) mo^ pam- 
oularly as the sail would havo enabled them to aipprcfa^ und^r 
cover. As it was, the soow wore* slowly round, bardly elea«ini[f that 
part of the building-. The piles projectinjgr several fcetv t*«yiw»e 
not cleared, but the head of t^e slow-morting eraft eang^ betireiBii 
two of them bv one of its square comers^ and hanr< At -tlds 
moment the Delaware was vigilantly watehingr throngrh aj kM»» fbr 
an opportunity to fire, while the Hurons kepi within the boiloifi^, 
fiimiitb*ly occupied. The erhonsted warrior redirii^d agaliiflt the hfift, 
there having been no time to remove him, and Huivv tav^ ainMSt 
as helpless as a log, tethered like a sheep on its ^(ray to miaMraghti^, 
near the middle of the platform. Ohing^tchgook 90xM have skill 
the first at any moment, but still hia s^p would have boea iail, 
and the young chief disdained te^ strike a' blow that eould lead t0 
neither honour nor advontaite. '^ -^ 

"Runout one of the poles, Sarpent, if Sarpent y^vt bei'*4Md4 
Hurry, amid the groans that the tightness of the ligat«rai «ira% 
beginning to extort from him-—** run out one of the polee^ SMd'Slf»f% 
the head of the scow off, and you'll drift dear of u»-^4BdV i vh a A 
Tou've done that good turn for yawneUfy Juis^ finiiAi thk gagg^ 
tiackguard for me." . . : iiT 

The appeal of Hurry, however, had no ot^ereflbctthan ta-iltfl^ 
the attention of Hist to his situation, Thifr quick- witted «teaA««% 
comprehended it at a glanoe. His ankles were bound witii asitei^t 
tunxs of stout bark rope, and his anas abovetfao' oibews w«to ^ItaA^ 
larly secured behind nis back, barely leaving Mm a little '^^Mt'af 
the hands and wrists. PuftiBg^ her moutii nea^ a loop^ she Md# It 
a low but distinct voice — ^* ' ^ . . » j ■ j j 

** Why you dcm't roll here» and fall is aeoir? Ohitt^atiiiiiMll 
ahoot Huron if he chase 1" . ■. •%^ :t 

"^ Bit tiie Lord» gal, that's a jndrmatieal thought) fifid-ilmlMil M 
tried, if the stem of your soow will aOtm a litUe^neaMV. Pilt a*t^ 
at the bottom for me to fail on." "-^ 

This was said at a happy moment, for, tsed of waiting, «ll'lh9 
Indians made a rapid discnarge of their rifles, ahnost simultanlMntiAy^ 
Injuring no one, though several bullets paraed tluKrogh the io0pa^ 
Hist had heard part of Htvry's words, but most of what- \S9 dad[ 
was lost in the sharp reports of the fire-aima. She undii liHi^Mir 
of the door that led to the stem of tbe scow* bat did &eti4aM4tr 
expose her person. All this time the head of the ark huBg, llu^^jf . 
a gradually decreasing hold, as ^e other end swung altfwfff^rMM^^ 
neaier and nearer to the platform. Hurry, who now iay wiH «ia 
face towards the ark, occasionally writhing and turning 9fist HlQi, 
one in pain, evolutions he had performed eveor since he was leoQM^ 
watchM. every dmnge, and, at last, he saw that the whol# -nmrni 
was iree, and was begimiing to grate slowly along the ndea of tiw 
piles. The attempt was ile8penite,biititseen«dtlwanly0iiaaaa 
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for escaping tottoife and death, and it snited thd reckless daxinff of 
tK© man's chttracter. Waitiny to the last moment, in order that 
the stern of the soo^ mi^t fairly rub against the platform, he 
began to writhe a^ain* as if in intolerable sofikring, eicecrating all 
InaianJjB in general, and the Hurons in par tietilar, and then he sud- 
detily a^ad rapidly rolled orer and over, taking the direetion of the 
Biam of the scow. Unfortunately, Hnrry's shoniders required mole 
spaee to revc^Tein than his feet, and, by the time he reached the 
edge of the platform, his direction had so far chan^d as to oarvy 
bin^ dear of the ark altogether ; and the rapidity of hia revolutioaB, 
and the emergenor, admitting of no delay, he I'ett into the water. 
M this instsoit,- Chingaehgdok> by an understanding with his be- 
trothed, drew tilte fire of the Hnrons again, not a man of whom saw 
^e maimer in whieh one, whom they knew to be effeotually. 
t^hered, had disappeared. But Hist's feelings were strongly in- 
terested in the snceessof so bdkl a scheme, and she watched tUe 
gio^^emonts of Hurry ts the eat watches the mouse. The momcmt 
e was in motion she foresaw the consequences, and tlds the moiSi 
1t»di)y^ lis the scow was now begmning to move with some steadi- 
Dess, i^ she bethought her of the means of saving hinu With o 
flfMrt of instinotive readiness, she opened the door at the very mooneut 
tbiS riiiea were rkiging inber eanv and, protected by the interv^iingr 
^}^t she Ste|](ped into the slezn of the soow us time to witness th^ 
^lU of Hurry mto the lake. Her foot was unconaoiously placed on 
tfie lend oi one <^ the sheets of the ssil^ whioh was fastened aft^ and 
CAtehing up all the spare rope, with the awkwairdness, but ako witl 
tne geneirotts jesoUtien* of a woma^, she threw it in the direetion 
0^ the helpless fiurry. The tt&e fdl osi the head and body of th^ 
lankinu: maa, and be not only sueeeeded in grasping separate parts 
•f it w^th his bandsi but beaietually got; a t)ortion. of it between hU 
teetii. Hurry was an expert swimmer, and, tethered as he was, hsf 
vesorted to th> very expedient that philosophy and refleetion would 
naye suggested. He had fallen on his back, and instead of fLowLa 
^ringr anid drowning hitstself by diesperate efforts to walk oja the 

Sator, b^peimttedhtftbodyto sink as low as possible, and watf 
ready submerged, with the exception of his face, when the lin« 
feinch^ Mm. In this ntuation he might possibly have remained until 
resetted by the Hur<ms, using his hands as iiahes iise their tins, had 
Ike r^oeiim no otber succour ; but the movement of the ark 8001% 
l(i|j^eiiiBd the rope, and eC cotirse he was dragged geotly aheadi 
Ih^ldinlf^eTen pace with the scow. The motioiB aided in keeping' 
bis iaee above the surfaee of the water, and it would have beeli 
possible Inr one accustomed to endurance to hove bent towed a milft 
pi tibis singular but ample maomer* 

' It haa been said thai the Hilrons did not el>serve the sudden dis* 
'Uppearanee of Hurry. In has -present situation, he was not onlv 
Jiia from view by the platform, out, as the aric drew slowly aheac^ 
ijnp^ed by a sail that was now filled, he received the same Mendly 
service from the pike. The Hurons, indeed, were too intent on 
«ndeavoQrittgto slay their I>el4w«>efse, by sending a bullet through 
iome one of the loops or erevices of the oabiuy to bethink them «t 
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gU of one whoin they fancied so thoroaghly tied. Tlieir great coa- 
cern was, the manner in which the ark rubhod oast the piles, 
although its motion was lessened at leaat one-balf (>y the iilctioQ, 
and they passed into the^ northern end of tho casUe, in order to 
catch opportunities of firing through the loops of that port of Uxe 
building. Ohingachgook was similariy occupied, ana remained 
as ignorant as his enemies of the situation of fiurry. As the ark 
grated along, the rifles sent their little clouds of smoka from one 
cover to the other, but the eyes and movements of the opposing 
parties were too qtuick to permit any injury to be done. At len^tk 
one side had the mortiftcation, and the other the pleasure, of seeing 
the scow swing clear of the piles altogether, when it immediately 
moved away, with a materially aecelerated motioii» towards tho 
north. 

Chingachgook now first learned from Hist, the eritioal condition 
of Hurry. To have exposed either of their pers(ms in the stern of 
the scow, would have been eertain death; but, fortunately, the 
sheet to which the man clnng led forward to the foot of tEe saiL 
The Delaware found means to unloosen it.frou the cleet afti and 
Hist, who was already forward for thatpmrpose^inimecUatelybe^UL 
to pull upon the line. At this moment Hurry was tawing fifty or 
sixty feet astern, with nothing but his face aboTC water« Ak he 
was dragged out dear of the castle and the piles, he was first per- 
oeived by the Hurons, who raised a hideous yell, and oommenced a 
fire on what may yery well be termed the floatiiifi' mass* It wxuint 
the same instant that Hist began to pull upon toe liiie forwam-^ 
a circumstance that probably ^ayed HHny'slilo, aided by his owu 
self-possession and border readiness. The fivst bullet struck tho 
water directly on the spot where the bzoad ohast of the youxig kimi 
was visible through l&e pure element, and might have pierced his 
heart, had the angle at which it Was fired been less aeujte. Instca^ 
of penetrating: the lake, however, it glanced firom its smootlifiurface, 
rose, and actually buried itself in the lof^ of the eabin» near tho 
spot at which Chingachgook h^d shown homadif the miniate before^ 
while clearing the line from theoleet. - A seeond, afid a tlord, ana 
a fourth bullet followed, all meetinfi: with the same, resistance frooai 
the surface of the water; though Iiurry sensibly felt tho idblencd 
of the blows they struck upon the lake so immediatelyaboye, and 
so near his breast. Diseovering their mistake, the Hurons now 
changed their plan, and aimed at the unoovered face; but» by. this 
time. Hist was pulling on the line, the target advanoocU sikL the 
deadly missiles still fell upon the water. In anotbsr moment the 
body was dragged past the end of the seow, and became concealed. 
As for the Delaware and Hist, they worked perfectljr covered by 
the cabin, and in less time than it requires to tell it* tbey had 
hauled the huee frame of Hurry to the place they occupied. Chin* . 
gach^ook stood in readiness with bis keen knife, and bonding over 
the side of the scow, he soon severed the bark that bound the limbs 
of the borderer. To raise him high enough to reach the edge of the 
boat, and to aid him in entering, were less easy tasks, as Hurry's 
arms were still nearly useless; but both were done in time, when 
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the liberated man. staggered forwai^, ani^Ml, exhausted and belp*>* , 
less, intb fke bottom of the seow. Here we shall leave bim to 
recover his strengdi and' the due ciiculation of his blood» while wo 
proceed with the narratire of events that crowd upon us too fast 
to admit of any postponement. 

The moment the Hurons lost eight of the body of Hurry, they 
gave a common yell of disappointment, and three of the most 
active of their number ran to the trap and entered the cauoe. It 
required some little delay, however, to embark with their weapons, 
to iind the paddles, and, if we may use a phrase so purely technical, 
"to get out of dock." By this time liurry was m the scow, and 
the Delaware had histifles asrain in readiness. . As the ark neces- 
sarily sailed before the wind, it had got by this time quite two 
hundred yards from the castle, and was sliding away each instant, 
farther and farther, though with a motion so easy as scarcely to 
stir the water. The «eanoe of the girls was quite a quarter of a mile 
distant from the ark, obviously keeping aloof, in ignorance of what 
had occurred, and in apprehension of ^e consequences of vent uring 
too neat. They had token the diirection of the eastern shore, en- 
dDavourins' at the same time to gfefc to windward of the ark, and in 
ar manner between the two paxties, as if distrusting which vras to 
be considered a friend, and whioh an enemy. The girls, from long 
hahit; us^ the piaddles with great dexterity ; and Judith, in par- 
ticitlar, had Oft^ «portivdy gained races, in trials of speed with 
tjieyonths that occasionally visited the lake. . . 
• When thethwe Httrons emerged from behind the palisades, and 
fhey found themselves on the open lake,^ and Sunder the necessity 
eif advancing nnproteoted xm. the ark, if they persevered in the 
Original design, their ardour sensibly coole^ In a bark (ianoe, 
fhey were totally without coyer, and Indian discretion was entirely 
dpposcd to such a saoriHoe of life as would most probably follo^v 
ftuy attempt to assault an enemy entrenched as enectually as tho 
Delaware. Instead of following the ark, therefore, these three 
\varmrs ineliiied towards the eastern shorei, keeping at a safe dis- 
tance from the rifies; of OMogsuohgo^. But this mancBuvro 
rendered ilie ffOfiilion of the girls exceedingly critical. It threatened 
to plaee themi if not between two fires, at least between two dan- 
Itgts, or what they oonoeiyod to be dangers j and, instead of per- 
mitting the Hurons to enclose her, iu what she £incied a sort of 
hot, Judith immediately commenced her retreat, in a southern 
clircctloB', at no Te^ great distance from the shore. She did not 
dar(^ t& land ; if such an expedient were to be resorted to at all, she 
touH dilv' venture on it in the last extremity. At first the In- 
dians paid Mttle or no attention to the other canoe ; for, fully ap- 
brised of its contents, they deemed its capture of comparatively 
little moment ; while the ark, with its imaginary treasures, the 
persona of the Delaware and of Hurry, and its means of move- 
ment on a large scale, was before them^ But this ark had its 
dangers as well as its temptations ; and after Avasting near ^ hour 
in vacillating CTolationB always at a safe distance £:om the rifle^ 
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the Horons seemed suddenly to take their resoluii<m, md h^geOk^Cf. 
display it bj giving: ea^er cnase to the girls. 
^ When this last design was adopted, the cirenmstances of all 'par*' 
ties, as connected with their relative positions, were materially 
changed. The ark had sailed and drifted quite half a mile, and 
was nearly that distance due north of the castle. As soon as t4ie 
Delaware perceived that the girls avoided him, unable to manage 
his unwieldy craft, and knowing that flight from a bark canoe, in 
the event of pursuit, would be a useless expedient if attempted, h» 
had lowered his sail in the hope it might induce the sisters tgr 
chanpfe their plan, and to seek refuge in the scow. This demons 
stration produced no other effect than to keep the ark nearer 4o the 
scene of action, and to enable those in her to become witnesses of 
the chase. The canoe of Judith was about a quarter of & miltt 
south of that of the Hurons, a little nearer to the east shore, and 
about the same distance to the southward of the castle, as it wa3 
from the hostile canoe, a circumstance which necessarily pmt ih» 
last nearly abreast of Hutter's fortress. With the several partiei 
thus situated, the chase commenced. 

At the moment when the Hurons so suddenly changed their i&pde 
of attack, their canoe was not in the best possible racing* trim; 
There were but two paddles, and the third man was so much extra 
and useless cargo. Then the difference in weight between ihd 
sisters and the other two men, more especially'in yessels sa ex* 
tremely light, almost neutralized any difference that might proceed 
from the greater strength of the Hurons, and rendered the ta*ioi of 
speed far from bein^ as unequal as it might seem. Judith did oAt 
commence her exertions until the near approach of the other cano4 
rendered the object of the movement certain, and then she esttited 
Hettyto aid her with her utmost skill and strength. . i 

"Why should we run, Judith?" asked the simple-minded fi[iiij 
•* the Hurons have never harmed me, nor do I think they ever trill- 

** That may be true as to you, Hetty ; but it will prove very di£» 
ferent with me. Kneel down and say your prayer, and then ruBf 
and do your utmost to help escape.— Think of me, dea^ girl« toc^ 
as you pray." • . ! 

J uditlL gave these directions from a mixed feeUng ; firsts hooM^t 
she knew that her sister ever sought the support of her Ore&t Al};f 
in tirouble ; and next, because a sensation of feeblenesa and d^ 
penaence suddenly came over her own proud spirit in that moment 
of apparent desertion and trial. The prayer was quicklj^ said, how^ 
ever, and the canoe was soon in rapid motion. otiU neither party 
resorted to their greatest exertions from the outset, both knowinn 
that the chase was likely to be arduous and long. Like two vessels 
of war that are preparing for an encounter, they seemed desirsoa 
of first ascertaining their respective rates of speed, in order that 
they mi^ht know how to graduate their exertions, p^viously to tlBB 
great eflort. A few minutes sufficed to show the Hurons that thft 
girls were expert, and that it would require all their i^ill anft 
energies to overtake them. 

Judith had inclined towards the eastern shofe at the oomiasiioe* 



vo^Ut of tb^ ohaae, wi& a yague determiuatioi]^ of landing and fly- 
ing to the woods, as a last resort ; but as she approached the land, 
the oertakity that soouts must be watching her movements, made 
her reluctance to adopt such an expedient uncongtuerable. Then 
she was still fresh, and had sanguine hopes of being able to tire 
out h^r pursuers. "With such feelings, she gave a sweep with her 
paddle, and sheered off from the hinge of dark hemlocks, beneath 
the shades of which she was so near entering, and held her way 
agaija mpre towards the centre of the lake. This seemed the instant 
favourable for the Hurons to make their push, as it gave them tho 
entire breadth of the sheet to do it in; and this, too, in the widest 
part, as sooa as they had ffot between the fugitives and the land. 
The canoes now flew ; Judith making up for what she wanted in 
Btresngth by her great dexterity and self-command. For half a mile 
the Indians. gained no material advantage, but the continuance of 
90 great exertions for so many minutes sensibly affected all con- 
cerned. Here the Indians resorted to an expedient that enable^ 
them to give one of their party time to breathe, by shifting thQ 
paddles from hand to hand, and this, too, without sensibly relax- 
mg their efforts. Judith occasionally looked behind herr and she 
saw this expedient practised. It caused her immediately t;o dis- 
trust the result, since her powers of endurance were not likely to 
hold out again^ those of men who had the means of relieving each 
other : stiU she persevered, allowing no very visible consequences 
inuoeo^ate^ to follow the change. 

As yet, the Indiaas had not been able to get nearer to the girk 
than two hnxidred yards, though they were what seamen would 
term " in their wake ;'* or in a direct line behind them, passing over 
the tamo laraok of water* This made the pursuit what is technically 
called " a stem chase*'* which i§ proverbially a "lonj? onase ;" thd 
sneaning of which is, that in consequence of the relative position of 
t^ parties^ no change becomes apparent except that which i^ a 
dire(H> gain in t\i,o nearest possible approach. ^ '* Long" as this 
ffpeeies of chase is admitted to be, however, Judith was enabled t^ 
perceive that the Hurpns were sensibly drawing nearer and nearer; 
before she had gained the centre of the lake. She was not a girl to 
^«mi^ ; bnt there wai? an ip.stant when she thought of yielding, 
iritn the wish of hein^ carried to the camp where she knew the 
Deeralay^ to be c( oaptive ; but the considerations connected with 
tite means she hoped ip be able to employ, in order to procure his 
velea^e, immediately interposed in order to stimulate her to re- 
newed exertions. Had there been any one there io note the pro- 
gress of the tw9 canoes, he would have seen that of Judith flying 
swiftly away from its pursuers, as* the girl gave it freshly-impellea 
speed, while her mind was thus dwelling on her own ardent and 
generous schemes. So material, indeed, was the difference in the 
rate of going between the two canoes .for the next five minutes, 
that the. Hurcms began to l^e convinced all their powers must 
he exerted, or tMy wpnld suffer the disgrace of being baffled bj 
women. Maying a furious effort, under the mortification of suon 
t oonvicUoi^ ooo 9t tba atro&gor of tbeir party broke bis paddl^ 
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fii the voir inm&Ai wb^n lid had t^^n it fbm f^ '^ 
rade to relieve him. Thw' at once decided tb* iaaltM' v*fe 'eC-^ .- ^ 
eoBftainmg tl^ree men, aiid haTfng but one J)ftddle, hein^ "^^mj, 
unM^ to overtake fugitives like tne daittfihtew of Thbhs6^ HwtUr. 

" There, Jiiclith T exclaimed Hetty, vrh(^ sa^ the ace!d^dt-^^ F 
]«>pe, novr, yon will own, that praying is nacful ! The IS^hs 
havehroko a paddle, and they never can overtake tts.'' ' • •' "^^ • " } 
' " I never denied it, poor Hetty ; and eometimes w^h,1ii Tjifeti^ 
ness of spirit, that I had prayed more myself, and ftbi^f-lesS-'df 
Myheatrty f Asy^n say, we arendw safe, and needaftly'^W a 
fttle feouth,' and take breath.*' . - - 1 -_ ' rir ; - 

• This WT16 done;. the enemy giving' np t3tepurstnt,>!i's4iddfeM7' 
Ms a ship that has lost an important spar, the ibstant the^^cfKci*- 
lent oemirred. Instead of foilowing Judit^*« eanoe, whitOi^tvila' 
nbw ligh% skimming the water towards the «ottth, the Hiirong 
turned 'Uieir bows towards tiie castfe, whei»e they soon <a*ft\^ 
ond^ Itended. The giris, fearfol that some spare paddles mi^ht, 
)te found in, or about the buildings, eentinucd on ; nw didtt^y 
*top, until 60 distant from their enemies as to giv6 them* every- 
eh&ee c^ etteape, should the chase be renewed. It' ^wtifM acem 
that tiie saYtigei^ meditated no such design, but «t^1fid 4fiidr^ 
an hour their canoe, filled with men, was seen quitting the 
castle, and steering towards the shore. The prls were without 
food, and they now drew nearer to the bmiiduiiga and the ark» 
having finally made up the^ minds, fcom it9 mtinoeavresy that 
tiie latter, confeflned friends. , . 

Notwithstanding the seeming desertion of thQ casfle^ J5 
ajQbJclafe^ed it with extreme caution. The ark wras notstf ^^ 
miete the northward, but sweeping trp towards th^rhjc^ 
and tlds, too, with a regularity of motion, that satisfied^^. 
a wMte man was at the oars. When within a nunditd Vasj 
^ ttie btiilding, "the girls began to circle ityin ordef tp, fii4l 
Btoe that it was empty- No canoe was nigh, and th|s i^mbbld . 
^ted'tiiettt to draw nearer and nearer, until they had' ioad" 
entirely round the piles,' and reached the platform. ' -' '^ '^^- ' 
^ "IW y&a go into file house, Hetty,"" said Jndith, '^'ohd'^ee^ft^C 
the savages are gone. They will not harm you, and if aniyVf tSS^' 
are still hexte, yon can give me the alarm. I do not tintk* jthfev 
will fire, on a noor defenceless girl, and I at least may escape^ ^i^ 
I shall be ready to go among them of my own accord." 

Hethr did as desired— Judith retiring a few yards from the ptftt- 
- form, the instant her sister landed, in readiness for iiight. But 
Hhe last was unnecessary, not a minute elapsing befoier Hetty 
leiumed to communicate that all was safe. '' 

" I've been in all the rooms, Judith," said the latter, earxA^lf , 
^ and they are empt^, except father's ; he is in his own chamfer^' 
Bteerang, though not aa quietly as we could wish." 

*' Jffa/J anyllnng hanpened to father ?" demanded Judith, ar'Jwjf 
foot touohea the platmrm ; speaking quick, for her nerves were m 
ft slilie to be easily alarmed. ,/ ' '" - 

^ Btftty seemed ^aeemedi and 8he-lo<^eed -fbrtively «bot^t he?,- id- 











[,Jtx>j?nJj^e^jupl^a,£ailingui'a p|tr©»t;, and we mil aot go 
L^nitflltio'ifajjjea.'* . . ,. _, , 

Tya,i^,ijjQm4;he inner room,, however, eha^^ed ihls lefiiolutioiju 
lie girls ventured near a parent^ whom j,t wae; no unuanpl 
.fcthgm taiind wi a opnditioii tJhiMJ lowejis a man to the leyel 
ii^# jHe,waa.beatedr r<?clining in a corneri o| the jiarrow 
i^m^Sm^ his ,Aojil^r8,«up»p.rted by the wgile, ^d to hfial 
CiJlef^J^eavily. on hi«„oh^st, Judith jnov^d foirwardr with a sudr 
qea;impi^^« ^d xei^y^d a jpanvae oan.that waa forced so low 
' * i'^.ti) conoealfeia f^OQ, andrintfeed. all \\ixt hi$ shoulde^-s, 
j.obst4«sle was taJf^e^. awajr, the qmyeriiig ^nd raw 
^vehis,an4'JP.ttscl^, and all th^ qth^ diaffusting 
an tb^y ar^^mve^d .hy< teaaring wa^'th§ 
Uffn Bc^ped,,th<mgh fttiU Uvi»g. • ' 

/ iSuQr^ talk of tfaejqtffit th«r8'0i>ii«, 

Bat notMiig he'll feck, it tliejrJl let Miy i sleep on. . 
In the grave where ft Briton ixatflaid^&ixa/^^^ii^mfei. ' 

jtije; reader mujsiiimagijjje the horror that daijighb^s * wpuld, expe^^ 
ae^CQf atjan^ip^ejtfidj^ the shockinigf jipeota^le that wa^ 



l^liS^befor^^Sp eyes ojf Judith and J)siher| as related, ii the-cbs^ 
Qtifi,e^ last ehapter. We shall pass over the fir^ eii^pfipn^i th9.hrsj^ 



acts (jf j^ial piety,, and pjroeeed with the.,narfative, Ijyimfisixiing; 
ra^tief fi^oxi re Wing ino^ of /th,e revpltino^ features, or the 8cei;LQ, 
Th^ jnutihited and ragged head was bound upi,^ the unseenily hloq^ 
was %ip'ed from the, face pf th^ sufferer, the otber appUan^s r^n 
quirpi}^]!);^! 9flpe'aran,cps'and.care w^e resorted' w». . and the^e was 
TOi'Qt<J,iu<lui^e 4hto , the, inope serious ciroumstancesoi the case,; 
xhejfaptsi -were never ajl their details,' 

^iripV'as they were :' but they may as well be related here, as it 
cah D^'done iix a few.words. In the struggle with the Hurons^ 
Hij.^ter had been stabbed by the knife of tlie old warrior, who 
Htl,(i|nsed the* discretion to remove the arms pf every one bujb 
himsyltX , Being hard pushed by his sturdy foe, his ^nife had 
s^ttlea tJie matter. This occurred just as the door was o^ened» 
and^ELurry torst cc«f upon the platform^ as has beeji previously 
t^fs^d. This was tae secret of neither party's having appeared 
ih the subseqiient stmggle ;. Huttey having been literally dis* 
abkd^ Andhisc(ni(|.ueror being {^shamed to be seen with the traces 
oj Tblood abputhim, afijer having used ^ so many injunctions to coa- 
vihce his young warriors of the necessity of taking their prisoners 
alive, • WAeii ^ %oe Hui:q^ ^tu^ed is9J» im eiu^se, a^d it 
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Ilrfls deteitonned to abandon the castle, and join the bartj d Ihe 
land, Hutter was simply scalped, to secuxe the nsnal l^opihy, and 
was left to die by inches, as has been done in a thousana sidiilar 
Instances, by the mtMess warrioTS of this part of the American 
continent. Had the injury of Hutter been confined to his head, he 
migrht have recovered however j for it was the Mow dt the knife 
that proved mortal. 

There are moments of vivid oonsciousness, when th^ stem justice 
<^ Gnod stands forth in colours so prominent, as to defy any attempts 
to veil them from the sight, however unpleasant they^ may appear. 
Or however anxious we may be to avoid recognising it. Such was 
now the fact with Judith and Hetty, who both perceived the de- 
crees of a retributive Providence, in the manner of their fflitiier'g 
Suffering, as a punishment for his own recent attempts on the Iro- 
quois. This was seen and felt by Judith, with the keenness of 
perception and sensibility that were suited to her character ; while 
the impression made on the simpler mind of her sister was peiiiaps 
less lively, though it might well have proved more lasting. 

" Oh ! Judith," exclaimed the weak-minded girl, as soon as 
their first care had been bestowed on the sufierer. ** Father T^ent 
for scalps, himself, and now where is his own? The Bible might 
have foretold this dreadful punishment !** 

**Hu8h — ^Hetty— hush, poor sister— he opens his eyes; hie may 
hear and understand you. 'Tis as you say and think » but 'tis 
too dreadful to speak of." 

"Water—'* ejaculated Hutter^ as it might be by a desperate 
effort, that rendered his yoioe frightfully deep and strong, for one 
as near death as he evidently was — "water — ^foolish ^Isr-woll 
you let me die of thirst?" ^ ^ /. 

"Water was brought and administered to the sufferer ; the.' first 
he had tasted in hours of physical anguish. It had the 4ofibde 
effect of clearing his throat, and of momentarily reviving, his 
feinking system. His eyes opened with that anxious, distended 
gaze, which is apt te accompany the passage of a soul surprised by 
death, and he seemed difirnosed to speak. 

••Father—" said Judith, inexpressibly pained by lis depforable 
situation, and this so much the more from her ignorance of ^hat 
remedies ought to be applied — " Father, can we do anything for 
you ? Can Hetty and I relieve your pain ?" 

" Father !** ^wly repeated the old man. ** No, Judith— no, 
Hetty. — I'm no fiither. Site was your mother, but I'm no father. 
Look in the chest— 'tis all there-;-^ive me more water." 

The girls complied; and Judith, whose early recollection^ ex- 
tended farther back than her sister's, and who, on every account, 
had more distinct impressions of the past, felt an uncontrollable 
impulse of joy as she heard these words. There had never been 
much sympathy between her reputed father and herself, and sus- 
picions of this very truth had often glanced across her mind, in. 
consequence of dialogues she had overheard between Hutter and 
her mothepr. It might be going too far to say she had never l6ved 
him ; but it is not so to aod, that she rejoic'c d it vras Ao fongit a 
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^ - Vith Hetty the feeling was different. Incapable of makin j 
all tic distinctions of her sister, her very nature was full of affeo- 
tion, and she had loved her reputed parent, though far less tenderly 
than the real parent ; and it grieved her, now, to hear him declaro 
he was not naturally entitled to that love. She felt a double grief, 
as if death and his words together were twice depriving her ox 
parents. Yielding to her feelings, tho poor girl went aside atid 
wept. 

The very opposite emotions of the two girls kept both silent for 
ti long time. Judith gave water to the sufferer frequently, but she 
forbore to urge him with questions, in some measure out of con- 
sideration for nis condition ; but, if truth must be said, quite as 
much lest something he should add, in the way of " explanation, 
might disturb her pleasing belief that she was not Thomas Hutter'a 
child. At length Hetty dried her tears, and came and seated her- 
Belf on a stool by the dyinc: man, who had been placed at his lenpth 
On the floor, with his head supported by some vorii vestments that 
had been left in the house. 

** Father," she said, " you will let me ealijoxL father, though y<m 
iSay you are not one,*— Father, shall I read the bible to you— 
mother always said the bible was good for people in trouble. She 
was often in trouhle herself, and then she made me read the bible 
to her ; for Judith wasn't &s fond of the bible as I am— and it 
always did^her yood. Many is the time I've known mother bc]^ 
to listen -^th the tears streaming from her eyes, and end with 
smiles and gladness. Oh ! father, you don't know how much good 
the bible can do, for you've nevet tried it;--now, I'll read a 
chapter, and it will soften your heart, as it softened the hearts of 
theflurons.'* 

While poor Hetty had so much reverence for, and faith in, the 
virtue of rhe bible, ner intellect was too shallow to enable her fully 
to appreciate its beauties, or to fathom its profound, and sometimes 
mysterious wisdom. That instinctive sense of right, which appeared 
to shield her from the commission of wrong, and even cast a mantle 
of moral loveliness and truth around her character, could not pene* 
trato abstrusities, or trace the nice affinities between cause and 
effect, beyond Iheir more obvious and indisputable oonnexion| 
though she seldom failed to see all the latter, and to defer to all 
their just consequences. In a word, she was one of those who feel 
and act correctly, without being able to give a logical reason for it, 
even admitting revelation as her authority. Her selections from the 
bible, therefore, were commonly distinguished by the simplicity of 
her own mind, and were oftener marked for containing images of 
Jnown and palpable things, than for any of the higher east of 
moral truths With which the pages of that wonderful book abound 
— ^wonderful, and tmequalled, even without referring to its divine 
origin, as a work replete with the profoundest philosophy, expressed 
in the noblest language. Her mother, with a connexion that will 
probably strike the reader, had been fond of the book of Job ; and 
Hetty had, in a great measure, learned to read by the frequent 
fcssons she b(id repeiv^d from the different chapters of tiii« vener* 
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able and sublime poem— now believed to be tbe olde^ 
^rli On: tms Occasion, the poor girt was eubtfiis^wl . _. 
ing, and she turned to ttat wett-known part of the md^M'n . 
^ith the readiness with which the practised eotuwel w^dbM'^Sfe^ 
authorilies from the stores of legal wisdom. In eek^oBg iMb JMO^- 
enLhr chapter, she was Isfltienced by the eaption, aiai fibitjjtiqJ^ tHAt 
which stands in our English version as, **Jbb exctt^ihhis de^ir& if 
dfiath'** This she read steatKly, from beginning to^end,- iuM %We^ 
low, and plaintive voice; hoping de^otttly that the alieg<lrfold «liCa 
^bstnisc sentences might convey to the heart of the e^ei^ *Re 
consolation he needed. It is another peculiarity of tik* «o*pi?§- 
-hen^c wiadorh of the Mble, lihat scarce a ohapter, nolles^ ^^ 
, strictly narrative, can be turned to, that does not eontaiii HCttio 
'searching tnitl^ that is applicablo to the condition? off eir^ Mman 
heart, as well as toi*he temporal state of its o^er, eith^ fh»)ie»li 
the workings of thai heart, or even in a still more direo^^ form.- 'xii 
this instance, the very opening sentence, — *'l9ther4 n^dm-iip' 
pointed- tim& for man on 0arthf'*-^^Q3 startAing; and a^ H^fttjr 
proceeded, Hutfer applied, or fancied he could applytintkny ii^09>- 
isms and figures to his own worl<Hy and ,melital condftion. As Mfe 
is ebbing fast, the mind clings eageriy to hope, when ft is ndt Mi^ 
Intely crushed by despair. ITie solemn words,—** I havH iif9iU4,i 
what shall I do unto thee, O thoH preserver of men f why 'Mki 
ihoit set me as a mark ugamsB thei, so that I am a hirdSnXo ^niy^ 
'Selff struckHutter more perceptibly than the others j and-, ikdnj^ 
tbo obscure for one of his blunted feeling* and obtuse 0ili»f ^ftdr 
to feel or to comprehend in their fullest eartent, they had a dlk^St- 
ncss of application to his own state tbat eaused him to wlnoe liiidfir 

^Ihetfl. /' ^ • . :■ .,.;, 

* ** Bott^tyou feel better now, father V ftfiflted S»ttV, o^itif^c 
volume. ''Mother was always better- when fihe naa're^d.tMe 
-bible/" ■ • = . , 

■- f* ^atcr," retnrned'Hnttcr ; ** give me watei*, JTudith* T woAiir 
' if my tbngue will always be so hot ! Hetty, isn't there sdiBet^ttfg 
in the bible about cooung the: tongue of a man who was buvtMg 

Inhell-firer" * • --J 

' Judith turned away, shocked ; but Hetty eagerly d$«l^t^t!i^^piiib- 
■$age, which she read aloud to the conscience-stridkeA wtitawf Ifis 
own avaricious longings. ♦ * ^ 

" That's it ; poor Hetty ; yes, that's it My tongue wants ooz- 
ing, note : what will it be hereafter f*' ^ '? 

This api>eal silenced even the confiding Hetly* ^r ^he had fto 
answer ready for a confession so fraught with despair. Water, io 
long as it could relieve the sujfferer, it was in the power of the 
sisters to give ; and, from time to time, it was offered to the lipii ^f 
the suffbrer as he asked for it. Even Judith prayed. As l<5r 
Hetty, as soon as she found that her efforts to make her mler 
listen to her texts were no longer rewarded with success, she kmt 
at Ids side, and devoutly repeated the words which the Saviour his 
left behind him as a model for human petitions* This she odn- 
tinucd to dO| at intervals* as lone as it seemed to her that ih^ lift 
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.M^U ^l>!iu<ififc/ th^^-4yiaigr man. Hutti^r, howgv^, Ikgciripd lon^^ 
^i^tH^ gid3 haa»pdiieye(^ possible,. when thpyiirst fouoA him. 
,.4(t tjl^^jAQ ap<>k9 m^Iligribljr, tlio^gh liU lip9 oftencr xoovi^d ia 
.]|t^a{U)o of BQuuda that earned qo« di^tiuct impiressionsto the 
^m#jia^ Judith listened intently^ and »be hesurd th^ words f/husi- 
-V.W4;* V'*e#th;V^**piTOte",'Vlw." *'8qaXp^/7a^d sevesalothe^ 
, i>t.9i fiip^lar iipjport, thaugk there yrm. no seutenoe to tell the^prc- 
'tq^.iOQ&^ezio^ iq which they yrei^ used. Still they w«]:;e s^ifi- 
jj^Btly-expreflBire to he understood by: oj^e. whose. ^ars .had not 
..^^iped fiJiJthe ^umoi^rs that had, heenrcircwlf^ted tphpr. reputed 
.MHer's dfecredit and whose copipreheaisiott was as. 4^,0^ .as„her 
^-f iieul ties were -attentiFe.. . ...... 

. ';..DtM^io».the wW)(? of tie painful hour, that snec^eidiGd, neither of 
fh^. si^le^ bethought her Bufgciently of the Kurons to dread their 
rfetum, Ijt seejuea as if their desoh>tion anfit-griei.pkcedthoin 
.^Vomth^k dangespf suoh an interrnptloh ; afid when the SfQund of 
^DArs wa^ ait length heard, even Ju(Uih* whq alone <haA ^y ^^asph 
.V> 4!ttPpF|»hi&Bd the eoamy, did not start, but it once understood that 
, the. ark was, near-,. She went ,npqn.. the. pUtfownr-feaxlessly; fot 
^^hoMhX it.turn out. that B.urry was not there, and that the Burons 
.weremasters^of thet scow also, escisupe waa unposaihle. .Thensh[e 
^.hm J^he< s^t Oif Qonfidenoe that is .mspixed hr extreme m^siar^. 
.^t there was.no oa^ for any new alarni,— Chinga^b^oo^, Hist, 
:»idBu|rry all standing in the open part of the soofw, c^utiousty 
xeJiWii»xm th|9 building, to< mal^ <»r^n: of. the ahsexice of t& 
,f<wfliy* iThoy, too, h»a seen ihe departure of the Huron^ a^.wofl 
yaa t^e approach o£ the oanoei of the girls to the oastie,. and, pre- 
suming on the latter fact, March had swept the scow up to the 
;»p}a^l3a- . A word a^ffifi^d to f i®lawt .that: thcr^ va& nothing to he 
ogppt'i^endea and iae a^^was soo^ moored in her old berth. . , 

J udith said not a word concerning the condition of her father, 
'fhbj^, J^tpry Itmvf. h^r ^ well, 3^at £9 uaidcrBtaad that soniething 
':Yri^ m^Hre than usually wrong. He led the way, though with less 
-:of hJ3 confident bold manner than usuaU into,t£e house>,and, pene- 
trating to the inner room, found Mutter lying on his hapl^» with 
-B4^-*^"^ ^ ^ fiid^,'fanning l?iwj with piou? (Rire, , The eycrits 



ftj tho morning ha4 sensibly changed the manner of Hurry. Kot- 

withstanding his skill as a swimmer, and the readiness with which 
.he had ad<^^d the only expedient that could possibly save him, 

the helplessness of being in the water, bound hand and foot, had 
r.^r^Uced some sn6h Offect on him as the near approach of punish- 
^ ment. ia known to produce on most criminals, leaving a vivid iia- 
■.||fessi€tn of, the horrors, of death npon his mind, and this, too, in 
jt^cogfaexion with a pict^ure of bodily, helplessness; the daring of 
) this man hmg far more the offspnn^ of Tast physical powers tlian 
-of the energy of the will* or even ot natural spirit. Such heroes 
rittyariably lose a lar^ portion of their courage with the failure of 
• their fttreagth ; and though Hurry was now unfettered, and as 
'jrigorona aa ever, events were too recent to permit the recdlecticm 
jfl| MllatQ dej^lorable oonditicm to be at aU weakened. Had he 

uyed a centiuy* the ocourrenoes o{ the few momentous minutea 
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dorio^ whieli lie vna in the lake, would hare prodnoed a^lnataniiff 
cfTeot on his character, if not always on his manner. 

Hurry was not only shocked when he found his late associate in 
this desperate situation, but he was greatly surprised. Durinfir ihe 
struggle in the buildinfi", he had been far too much occupiednim- 

, self to leaiii what had befallen his comrade, and» as no deadly 
weapon had been used in his particular cascL but eyenr e0brt had 
Jieen made to capture him without injury, ne naturally b^ieved 

' {hat Hutter had been oyercome, while he owed his own escape to 

.his jgreat bodily strength, and to a fortunate ooncurrenoe of extra- 
ordinary circumstances. Death, in the silence and solemnity of a 
chamber, was a novelty to him. Though accustomed to scenes <rf 
yiolencc, he had been unused to sit br the bed-side and wateh tlie 
slow beating of the pulse as it gradually grew weaker and weaker* 
Notwithstanding the change in his feelings, the manners of a life 
could not be altogether oast aside in a moment, and the unexpected 

.scene. extorted a charaoteristio speech from the b(Mrderer. 

** Sow now! Old Tom,'* he said, "have the vagabonds got yon 
at an advantage, where you're not only down, but are likely to be 

. kept down ! I thought you a oapty ve, it's true, but never suppoevd 

.you as hard run as this I" 

Hutter opened his glassy eyes and stared wildly at the speaker. 
A flood of confused recollections rushed on his wavering mind at 
^e sight of his late comrade. It was evident that he struggled 
with his own images, and knew not the real from the unreal. 

^* Who are you r" he asked in a husky whisper, his failing 
strength refusing to aid him in a louder effort of his vdoe. '* Who 
are :jrou ? — ^You look like the mate of the Snow— he was a giant teo» 
and iiear overcoming us.'* 

"I'm your mate, Floating Tom, and your comrade, but Iiave 
nothing to do with any snow. It's summer now, and Harry March 
always ooits the hills as soon after the frosts set in aa ie ooii- 
venient 
. " I kjoow yon— Hurry Skurry- I*H sell you a scalp I— a aonmd 

\ one, and of a full-grown ifnan ;— what'll you give ?" 

" Poor Tom ! That scalp business hasn't turned out at all pro- 
fitable, and iVe pretty much concluded to give it up, and to mkm 

• a less bloody calling." 

, "Have you got any scalp? Mine's gone— How does it fedl to 
have a scalp ?— I know how it feels to lose one— fire and flames 
about the brain — and a wrenching at the heart— no, no— kill Jlr«l, 
Hurry, and scalp afterwards.'* 

" What does the old fellow mean, Judith ? He talks like one 
ihat is getting tired of the business as well as myself. Why have 
you bound up his head? or, have the savages tomahawked him 
about the brains ?" 

" They have done that for Mm, which you and he, Harry Maroii, 
would have so gladly done for them. His skin and hair have been 
torn from his head to gain money from the governor of Canada, as 
you would have torn theirs from the heads of tiie Hurons, to g^ 
•wmey froja the ^vemor e( Tork," 



; Jtt5it1i spoke "mih a strong effort to appear composed, W tt tra$ 
neither in ner nature, nor in tie jeeline of the moment to speak 
altogether without bitterness. The strength of her emphasis, 
indeed, ad wdl as heir manner, (Caused Hetty to look up reproaoh- 
foUy^ 

** These are high wotds to come firom Thomas Huttcr's darter, as 
Thomas Hutter ues dying before her eyes," retorted Hurrv. 

"God be praised for that !— whatever reproach it may bring 0^ 
ihy poor mother, I am not Thomas Hutter's daughter." . 

^*Not Thomas Hutter's darter!— Don't disown the old fellow fa 

/his last moments, Judith, for tkafs a sin the Lord will never over* 

look. If you're not Thomas Sutter's darter, whose darter be you?*' 

This q^uestion rebuked the rebellious spirit of Judith ; for, fa 
J^ctting rid of a parent, whom she felt it was a relief to find 8^ 
might own she had never loved, she overlooked the imnortant cir- 
cumstance that no substitute was ready to supply his place. 

** I CMinot tell yoli, Harry, who my father was," she answered 
more mildly ; ** I hope he was an honest man, at least." 

" Which is more than you think was the case with old Hutter I 

- Well, Judith, I'll not deny that hard stories were in circulation 
Consamincr Floating Tom, but who is there that doesn*t get A 
fecratch when an inimy holds the rake ? There's ttito that sa^ 

;hard things of me; and even pou, beauty as you be, d(m't always 

'Escape." 

This ^as said with a View to set up a species of ^oimihunity bf 

'^ Character between the parities, and as the politicians of the dav are 
Wont to express it, with ulteHoij fateiitions. What might /nave . 

V been the coiifeequehces with one ot Judith's known spirit, aS well an 
her assured antipathy to the speaker, it is not easy to say ; fbr, just 
then, Hutter gave unequivocal iAgnn that his last moment was 

• tiigh. Judith and Heltv had stood hf the dying bed of tJieir 
mother, and neither needed a monitor ft Warn them of the crisis, 
. and every sign of resentment vanished from the face of fhe first. 

- Hutter o]^ened his eyes, and even tried to feel about him '^th a 
hand« a sign that sight Was faHing. A minute later h& breathfag 
gre^ ghastly ; a pause totally without respiration ftUoT^ed ;^ andi 

'' then succeeded the last, long-drawn sigh, in which the spirit is 
Buj? posed to quit the body. This sudden termination of the life of 
one who had hitherto filled so important a place fa the narrow 
scene on which he had been an actor, put an end to all discussion; 
The day passed by without further mterruption. the Hurons, 
though possessed of a canoe, appearing so far satisfied with their 
success as to have I'elinquished all immediate designs on the castle. 
It would not have been a safe undertaking, fadeed, to approach it 

- under the rifles of those it was now known to contain, and it is 
probable that the truce was more owing to this circumstance than 
to any other. In the meanwhile, the preparations were made for 
the interment of Hutter. To bury him on the land Was imprac- 
ticable, and it was Hetty's wish that the body should lie by the 

-' side of that of hei^ mother, in the lake. She had it in her power to 
quote one of his speeches, fa whi^' he himself &ad called the lake 
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tK^' ''fktfilhr'btitTftg^^irAd,^' «ad luckily t^isT mi <Miioirf|licaitM! 
the kttowled^o ot her ast^r, ivlio wmM haTea^sMlfh6 pleifli;4ait''^ 
site known it, \vitb imconqnerable dia^nst. ^ut JudMiiitsd isill 
medaled with' the arrang:emeiit» and e/rery ne^eemry 'dlspofiitifM&» < 
wksmadewithofut'herpriTity or Advice. * i> • : « j 

' The hour chosen for the rude ceremony) wiis i«Kt n« -the Mm tn» -^ 
setting, and a moment and a scene more suited to paying the hat ' 
office to one of calm and pure spirit, eotdd net h^r^ ho^ndtAksik. 
There are a mystery and a solemn dignity in death, that distHMe.-^ 
the living to regard the remains of even" a male^&etdr -irith 'a cer^- 
tain degree of reverence. All worldly distinoltions havd '^aMd ;' it^ 
is thought that the veil has been removed, and that thocUavdxr ' 
ahd destiny pi the departed are now as sntch be^«Mid imtoml 
o|)iniQn8, as they are beyond human ken. In 'notmnji> is dMH^ 
more truly a levdicr than in this, since, while it-ftiay he iihi^ssiblcf a 
absolutely to confound the great witii the low, the worth>^ with^M^ 
unworthy, the mind feels it to bo arrogance to assumoarightitat 
judge oi those who are believed to be standing at thojlidgiiikit^ 
s^t of^ @od.- When Judith was told that all was toady* t^ ^mtst^ 
upon the platform, passive to th^ request of her sister, andtlniit tdiiui 
ffl^toolc heed of tne arfan^emeiit: Tho'bbdy waS'ln'th»'s<foT^, 
enveloped in a sheet, and quite a hundred- we^^hf ofi^KMi^ llfato 
had bee^ taken from i&e fire-place, were enclosed with it, ii^ ord4r 
that it miglrt sink. No other preparation seemod to botihc^&t^ 
neodssdry; though Hetty carried her bible benealh h«r itfmJ • > • riui 

tThen all were on board the ark, this singular haiStartio©^ tWa 

§an whose bo^ it now bore to his final abode, -Wts set in sifittlcttu t 
urry was at tne oars. In Ms powerful hand«, indeed, theyioektMf' 
little more than a pair of $cu31s, which were "^vJeldM "^th^irt e^m^' 
and, as he was expert in their use, the DeldwarO remained fthitttti^ 
sive spectator of the proceeding. The progress of th& atffcjJWfej 
something of the stately solemnity of a ftmemproo^sspoA, <ho"(ftlpo 
of the oars being measured, and the movettient slow and Btoadj^^ 
The wash of the water, as thebladfcs rose and fell, kfetot tittle' irtul^ 
the efforts of Hurry, an^mieht havfi been likened tptB0%i€aft«»«d^ 
tricad bf tiiourners. Then the tranquil scene Wtts inbeaUtiMwoi*! 
cordancc with a rite that ever associates with itself the idOa^^>Mo^ 
At that instant the lake had not even a single ripple on its l^l^^sy^ 
surface, and the broad panorama of woods seemed to look dAwk «ff 
the holy tranquillity of the hour and ceremony in meiaach(^s^l^ 
ness. Judith was aiiectcd to tears, arid even Hwriy. th*>ug5t^'te> 
hardly knew why, was troubled. Hetty preserved the 6tlt1|0a9dt 
signs of tranquillity, but her inward grief greatly surpaased tttaiw 
h^ sister, since her affectionate heart loved more from habit M^ 
l^ng association than from the usual connexions of sentiteottt'lui^ 
taste. She was sustained hy religious hope, however, whioh iA hW 
simple mind usually occupied the space that worldly &e^ttg|^-nltev 
in tnat of Judith ; and she was not without an expeolation i^tMn^ 
nessing some open manifestation of divine power on an oooaii^[y^siir 
solemn. Still she was neither msrstieal nor exaggerated, heritenw 
imbecility denying botK KeTei&eIe8S,lierthoaghWlMid|;Mierailir 



BdaniUinot^ pm^Of ft b^tber fifs<»'ld tLk>^tih<ein,i)iai.H w^easq^ ^ 
fdfh^n^isf fctr^ fiftieth ftltogetJw, jxm^ to tliuiB oiily^f heU^n- 
Wst Iwjvi ifcKtiotiSi aittentive» ' att4. iHtof^st^d, foi; she hskH oft^ 
SQfii; lib% ititonn^^ o{ the paid £ao€B<. tiiough ^evec^ono. tlpiatc 
promised to be as peculiar fis, ttijis; v^iletliie Bdarwa^e^.thougli, 
ge!fevf,n!«md!al89 9]^^etV3(m^.'U| ki» i^fAoasiOVkVi woa; stoical anid 
o$kn. ..■!• \. -L- * "* -/. •• ►; 

.Hat^,i^d'a& pilot, 4iw<iti?igr'Hiajrry-liow to proceed, t|o£ndtiat 
BpQfc j»ijtS«^.J|al5e wbicbi sli^.was in theJi^bi't of terioungr /*:wotlier'3; 
gr»vej' vJXhe^v^oA^ wiu r^xaemiber that the clt^tlo s>tood J^ear thd 
fi^iit^^. ^^Q^mUy oi, a phoal ihc^ ^xiend^d near* halC^a-oiulo > 
ntytWilii'ftDA it wan lat the £ajrtl^e&t end of tlus fallow water that . 
Fio^f^X^tSk had s^ea fit t(^ deposit the remains of hh vlfe a;id^ 
c|(iid»; l^if.pwn were now in theaoirsoof Wng placed at tt^ir . 
8^d,' B{9tiyhad marks on the land bywiiohshe nfiuaUy Jbund, 
the Bpotyr^houffh the position, of the builduigs, the general direo« 
tion of; ihof shoal* «nd tne beautiful transparency, of the w^ter, al), 
aidfid'h^i the latl^^ey^ ollowinsr the bottom to be a^en* B^ these 
m^aas xm gitl ws enabled to noE^ their prpgiiess^ aad at ti^ proper ' 
tiOTle ili/^'approaeoAa Maarohi- whisperings-^ 

, ?* JJow,'fiuiTy» yckU can rtpp rowing. We have pawed th^ «tcaie 
on the bettonn,: and niother's graTe is near/*^ 

tHftrotk c^sed. hifi e£gart«f jonmediately droppingthe kedgc, and 
takipff. . tjie . warp in his hand, in order to che^ the bcow» . Xh^ ark * 
turned slet^^ly-jronnd* 'nnder thia restraint» and ^when it was quite- 
slatidlmuy Qeit^ tras Been at it9 Btern,, poioiizk into the waters the 
tofir^ Mapetfsmg f^vx hec ayes, inuEgoYernaUei natural fee^ng^^ 
' "tte interment of her mother, but she had. 



Jikdithh^been prissent a^ 1 ,- _. ^ , ^ ^. ^^ ^^^. 

i\9T#fi ymUA iho s];x)t sinoe. This neglect proceeded, from no indl^er** ^ 
exwertfi the mwfry of the deceased,. fw ijhe had loyed her mother^ . 
^MiDitterly: Ihad she found occasion to inoum hejr loss ; . b^t she was 
a^s^ito j£ajmt^pQ&&ti6n of ilet^^h ; and there had ^een, parages , ' 
in^hf^.O^^ U^ ^iiee the day oS that interment, which increojscd 
iimJh^lmgt axid nendezed her,, if possiblei, still ^lore rjeluctsmt tO' 
a^[^aoh the epet that contained ilie remains of one whose 'severe • 
leeioliB. of female. morality and propriety had been deepened and 
^pd«t«d d^kublv mpresfiive by remorse for her ^wn failings. IrTith. 
^tty the case fiad been yery difi^r^at. To her simple and innocent 
mind^/tbe remembrance of lier mother brought no other feeling 
u{$li.(»)e of gentle sorrow ; a grief that is so often termed luxUTious. 
c^en becanse it associates with itself the images of excellence, and 
W purity of a better state of existence. Por an entire summer $ho 
had been in the habit of repairing to the place after niffht-fall ; 
m4* et^efolly anchoring her canoe so as not to disturb the body^ 
spejvould sit and hold fancied conversations with the deceased^ 

Bweet hynuas to ^e evening air, and repeat the orisons that 

being who now numbered below, hiad taught her in infancy. 
_ , fey had passed her hanpiest hours in this indirect communion 
^tk tha apirit of her motner ; the wildness of Indian tradijtions 

Si Indian opinioixs, unconsciously to herself, mingling with the 
lifttii^ni^ x^T^ 19 cihildhoogL Once Ah^ baa eyen heen m 
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UifiMm^ by tl|^ former aft to b^ye belli«agbt h^i>S ^t^srabtf 
soiu^ o£ ULose physical rites at hex mother b graye wbick tbo nel 
men are known to observe ; but tbe passing feeling had b^en oV> 
ficured by tbe &tead]r, though mild, light of Chn^tianil^, which 
never ceased to bum iu her gentle bosom. Now, her emotions wei« 
merely the natural outpourings of a daught^ that wept for a mother 
whose love was indelibly impressed on the heart, and whose lessogai 
\iad been too earnestly taught tP be easily forgotten bj one who had 
go little temptation to err, 

. There was no other priest than nature at that wild and singular 
funeral rite. March cast his eyes below, and through the tran»» 
parent medium of the clear water, which was almost as pure 9a 
air, he saw what Hetty was accustomed to cajl "mother's grave,*' 
tt was a low straggling mound of earth, fashioned by no spad^a 
but of the comer ot' which gleamed a bit of the white cloth that 
formed the ^roud of the dead. The body had been lowered to tb^ 
bottom, and. Hutter brought earth from the shore and let it faU 
npQu ity until all was concealed. In this state the nlac^ had ises 
gained until the movement of the waters b^d revealea the solitacjl 
sign of the uses of the spot that has just been mentioned. Eves 
the most rude and brawling are chastened by the ceremonies of % 
funeral. March felt no desire to indulge his voice in any of Ua 
^rse outbreakings, and was disposed to complete the o&ce ne baa 
undertaken in decent sobrietv* Perhaps he reflected on the retTfci 
Dution that had alighted on nis late comrade, and beliiQUght ium of 
the fdgjitful jeo|^ardy in which his own life bad so lately been 
nlaced* He signified to Judith that all was ready, reo^ved li$St 
Sireotipns ^o proceed, and with no other assistant than lus own vast 
strength,' raised the body, and bore it to the end of the scow* TWi^ 
parts of a rope were passed beneath (he 1/egs and shoulders, sk they 
are plac^ beneath cofi&ns, and then fhe corpse was slowly hw&m 
l^eneath yho suriace of the lake. 

" Kot fAierc— Harry March— no, not Here,** said Judith, sbttdA^tOr 
ixjLg involuntarily; *'donot Ipwcr it quit§ so near the spot whjsiil 
mother lies I * ,^ 

*' Why not, Judith ?*' asked Hetty, camMly, " They Jived toi 
g«^ier in lilia^and sboul^ lie together in death, 

"No— no— Harry March, farther off— fartheu olTfT-Foi^ Het^£ 
ypu know not what you say. Leave me to order this/' 

'*U know I am weak-minded, Judith, and that you 9X» d&vmir^ 
but a^eiy ft husband i|hould be placed near a wife. Mother 
always said 'that this yfQ» the Wfiy they buiy in Qiristian f^urdi- 
yards.*\ 

This lit^ co|\troversy was condacted earnestJiy, but in smotheiisitjl 
Toices, as if the speakers feared t^ai the dead might oyerhear ih^s^m 
Judith could not contend with her sister, at mm a moment, bu^^ 
ngniikant gesture from her induced March to jower the body, at a 
pme distance £x>m that of }a» wife i wl^en he withdrew the oofdfl» 
fuia the act was performed. 

" There's an end of Floating Tom 1" ^claimed Hnmr. binding 
mf 1^ i|00W*<Ni gWV thipugA ^ wfttAratthebo^f. '*j%i 
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g&s a iftf ava cdmt)am(m on a scout, and a notable band trfth ttaps. 
on^ weep, Judith; don't be overcome, Hetty, for the righteousest 
ot ua all must die ; and when the time comes, lamentations and 
tears can't bring the dead to life. Your father will be a loss to yon, 
no doubt ; most fathers are a loss, especially to onmarried darters ; 
but there's a way to cure that evil, and you're both too yoiing: anti 
liandsome to live long without finding it out. When it's agreeablo 
to hear what an honest and onpretending man has to say, Judith, I 
should like to talk a little with you, apart.*^ 
' Judith had scarce attended to this rude attempt of Hui±y'd at 
ponsolation, although she necessarily understood its general dHftJ 
and had a tolerably accurate notion of its manner. She was weep- 
ing at the recollection of her mother's early tenderness, and painral 
images of long-forgotten lessons and neglected precepts were 
orow(Mng her mind. The words of Hurry, however, recalled her 
to the present time, and abrupt and unreasonable as was their im* 
port, tney did not produce those signs of distaste that one might 
nave expected, from the sdrV9 character. On the contrary, she 
f^peared to be struck with some sudden idea, gazed intently for a 
moment at the young man, dried her eyes, andled the way to thef 
•ther end of the seow, signifying her wish for him to follow. Hero 
she took a seat, and moti(mea for March to plac& himself at her side. 
The decision and earnestness with which all this was done a little* 
intimidated her companion, and Judith found it necessary to open, 
the subject berself. 

" You wish to speak to me of marriage, Harry Majoh," she said,' 
^and I have come here, over the grave of my parents, as it might 
W— no, no — over the grave of my poor, dear, dear mother, to heaf 
what yon have to say." 

; *^ This is oneommon, and you have a skeatfiil way wiUi you iMd 
Mjong, fudif^," answered Hurry, more disturbed than he would' 
nave cared to own : "but truth is truth, and it shall come out, leftf 
iViiat will follow You well know, gal, that I've long thought you 
ttie oomeliest yo^ang woman my eyes ever beheld, and that rve^ 
made no secret of that fact, either here on th& lake, put amon^ th9^ 
hunters and trappers, or in the settlements.'* 

" Yes, yes, I've heard this before, and i suppose it to be truo,*^ 
ali^eted Judith, with a sort of feverish impatience. 

" When a young man holds such language of any particular^ 
yoTlfig woman, it's reasonable to calculate he sets store by her." 

•* True, true. Hurry— all this you've told me again ana again." 
•'"Well, if it's agreeable, I should think a woman couldn't hear it' 
tpo often. They all tell me this is the way with your sex— that 
Ao^ng pleases th^m more than to repeat over ana over, for the. 
bandrSlth time, how much yon like 'em, unless it be to talk to 
'^m of their good looks I'' 

' -• No doubt— we like both, on most occasions ; but this is an tm-*' 
•emmon moment. Hurry, and vain words should not be too freely' 
i^ed. t would rather hear you speak plainly." * 

^* Yon shall have your own way, Jnmth, and I some suspect you 
always will. Fve often told ypu l^at I not only Hke you better' 
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than any other yonng woman goings, or, tor that nMiit<2> ktto 
than alf flie young women eoing ; bat yon mxast bfirve 6l^atYpL 
Judith, that 1 ve neyer asked you, in up and down tarxus, tb ioat^ 
toe." * 

** I hart obserred both,'' retumod the ^rl, a smile strngtAttg 
iibout her beautiful mouth, in spite of the singtilar and eng^sfn^ 
fatHitness which caused her cheeks to flush, and lighted ner »t^a 
with a brilliancy that was almost dazzling; "I hare olrsgrtied 
both, and have thought the last remarkable fot a man of uarry: 
March's decision and fearlessness." " . '.'^ ■ 

"There's been a reason, gal, and it's one that troubles m*e fevjen 
i!OW^--nay, don't flush up so, and look flery-like, for fhefe'ilS 
thoughts winch will stick long in any man s mind, as thcro-!$fe 
words that will stick in his throat— but, then, ag•i^,•th<^^te'8 
leelin's that will get the better of *em all, and to these feeliii'i jf 
find I must submit. You've no longer a fatiker; or a mother; 
Judith ; and it's morally impossible that you and Hetty could HiS^ 
here alone, allowing it was peace and the Iroquois was quiet ;' btii^' 
ds matters stand, not only would you starve, but you d bot&'*be 
prisoners or scalped afore a week was out. It's time to thhikof ' i^. 
change and a husband, and, if you'll accept of me, all that's fiost^ 
&aU be forgoii»n, and there's an end on't. ' • / 

' Judith had difficulty in repressing her impatience nntfl this rude, 
deelaration and offer were made, which she evidently wished' td' 
hear, and which she jaow listened to with a willingness that mSi^t' 
well have excited hope. She hardly allowed the youiig ma" " 
conclude, so eager was she to bring him. to the point, and so f 
to answer. 

"There, Hurry» that's enough," she said, raising d hand, irjf 
t^ ' stop him ; " I understand you as well as if you were to tdlk a 
nionth. You prefer me to other girls, and you wish ine to bioiJhi' 
yjour'wifo." . . .'v . 

" You put it in better words than I can do, Judith, and X WHt' 
ydutofanoythemsaid, just as you most like to hear 'to.*' *, , 

" They're plain qnough, Hrarry, and *t3S fitting the/ sh(ml4 'Bb*' 
si; llus fe ho blace to tnfls or deceive fn. Ijow, hsten wjpj • 
nfiswer, t^hich snail be, in every tittle, as sincere as yo^ omit- ' 
There is a reason, liarch, why I should never " " '/ . 

*• 1 suppose I understand you, Judith ; but if rin "VvilHiig id 
oteriook that reason, it's no one s consam but mine. Now ^oif t 
bi^ghtcn up like the sky at sundown; for no offence is iheant, ttjfifi' 
nsno should be taken." / • . •' 

^* I do not brighten upj and will not take offence,'* said ^tiJBth. 
struggling to repress her indignation, in a way she had ney^r round' 
it necessary to exert before. *' There is a reason why I shotdd 'dot: * 
can not ever be your wife. Hurry, that you seem to overloolc^ ajdd . 
which it is my duty now to tell you, as plainly as you have asttl 
m^ to consent to beoome so. I do not, and 1 ^m certain' I H^i^* 
shall, love you well enough to marry you. Nomau oaii<i^dih ftr ft * 
wife who does not prefer him to all other men : imd whoi I teD' ' 
you this frankly, I suppose you yourself will mak t&i^t^ Jay 
idncority." * • .*• 
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".^'^ JTuciiih^ iLem flanntin^, gay, soaiiet-coatod offioe'BS of th« 
fi^im*i96n3 liave doiie aU tHs miscm 

• Hush, March ; do not calumniate a daughter over her mother'f 
gcave ! I)o not, wh^u I only wish to treat you Mrly, give me 
l^ason to call fcr evil on your head, in bitterness of Seart ! J>o 
Aot forget that I am a woman, and that you are a man ; that I ];iaw 
neither father nor hrother to revenge your words." 

'* \V^ell, there is something in the last, and Til say no moar^ 
Take time, Judith, and think better of this." 

" I want no time ; my mind has long been made up, and I have 
only waited for you to speak plainly to answer plainly. We now 
understand each other, and there is no use in saying more/' 

The impetuous earnestness of the girl awed the young ma^, for 
Beyer before had he seen her so serious and determined. In mos]^ 
of their previous interviews she had met his advances with erasioa 
Or sarcasm ; hut these Hurry had mistaken for female coquetry* 
and had supposed might ea^y be conYe];ted into consent. The 
^ru^gle had been with, himself, about Qfering: nor had he ev^ 
aeriqusly believed it possible that Judith would refuse to become 
the wile of the handsomest man on all that frontier. Kow th^t the. 
i^efusal came, and that in terms so decided as to put all cavilling 
oat x^, the question* if not absolutely dumbfounded, he was so much 
mortified and surprised, as to feel no wish to attempt to change hef. 
resolution., 

^ /' Ihe Glimmerglass has now nojgreat call foif me," he exclaimed* 
alter a minute's silence. .' " Old Tom is gone ; the Hurons are as- 
plenty on shore as pigeons in the woods ; and altogether it is gjet" 
ting to be an onsnitableplace."^ 

*" Th^n leave it. You see it is surrounded by dangers, and th.ere f 
ii no reason why you should risk youx life for others. Kor do 1 
know that you can be of any service to us. Gro, to-night; we'll 
nfv^ accuse you of having dene anything forgetful, or unmanly." 

**If 1 do go, 'twill be with a heavy heart on your account,, 
Judkh; I would rather take you with me." . 

.^* Tjvit is not to be spoken of isjuj long^eo', March; buti I will > 
land yo;ain one of the canoes, as .soon as it is dark, and you can 
strike a frail for the nearest gaixisen* Wheu you reach the fort^. 
if Fou send a party-'—" 

.Judith smothered the words, for she felt that it was humiliating * 
t^ pe thus exposing herself to the comments and reflections of one 
Who was not disposed to view her conduct in connexion with all in . 
th^se garrisons with an eye of favour. Hurry, however;, caught 
the idea; and, without perverting it, as the girl dreaded, he 
answered to the purpose. 

. ,** I undorstand wAfl^ you would my, and why you don*t say it,'* . 
he repHed. "If 1 get safe to the fort, a party shall start on the 
trail of these vagabonds, and x'Q come with it myself ; for I should 
like to see you and Hetty in a place of sa&ty, before we part for 
ever," 

Ah, fiarry Hacch, !had you always sooken tkuS| felt thus, my 
leelinga towards yoti might nave been dinerent !' 
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" l8 it too late now, Judiths FiB^roiiglt, lad • wo a dtirtn ui; bol 
ve all change under different treatment from friat ire have beet 
used to." 

'*It M too lat6» March. I can ne^er feel towards 7Dii,-ctt*«iiiy 
other man hut one, as you would wish to hare me. There, I>i 
said enough, surely, and you will question me no farther. As seolt 
as it is dark, I, or the Delaware, will pat you on the sbore $ j^em 
will make the hest of your way to the Mohawk^ and the iseareei 
garrison, and send all you can to our assistance. And, 5any,,we 
we now friends, and I may trust yovL, may I not ?" 

" Sartain, Judith ; though our friendship would have bee&iLll the 
warm^ could you look upon me as I look upon you." 

Judith hesitated, and some x>owerful emotion was stm^liogii 
within her. Then, as if determined to look down all weakn^SBeSy 
and accomplish her purposes at every hazard, she spoke inoli^ 
tfainly. ' ' 

" You will find a captain of the name of Watley at the'neaararir 
post," she said, pale as death, and eyen tremhKng as &e t^ke*} 
" I think it likely he will wish to head the party ; I WDuld ^refttlj^ 
prefer it should be another. If Captain Worley can be kept back, 
'twould make me very happy I'* 

" That's easier said than done, Judith ; for these officers do ^TOttf 
much as they please. The major will order, and captains, ana 
lieutenants, and ensigns must obey. I know the officer ^on meaM ; 
a red*£GU)ed« gav, oh !-be-joyfal sort of a gentleman, who twallawri 
Madeira enough to drown the Mohawk, and yet a pleasant taJker. 
All the gals m the valley admire him;, and thev say he admires 
all the gals. I don*t wonder he is your dislike, Jndith> for ht*B tf 
very gineral lover, if ke isn't a gineral officer." 

Judith did not answer, though her frame shook, and her CDtonr 
changed from pale to crimson, and from crimson back again to t^e 
hue of death. 

" Alas ! my poor mother !'* she ejacidated mentallT, instetd of 
uttering it aloud ; " we are over thy grave, but little dosfc thou 
know how much thy lessons have been forgotten ; th^cai«itegleo(»d ; 
thy love defeated!' . •' 

As this gpading^of the worm that never dies was felt, sImi tfroM» 
and signiHed to Hurry that she had no more to oominunioateL 

CHAPTEE XXn. 

*' That point 
In misery, vliioli makM the oppreaeed toaa 
Begardlns of his own life, makiai Um too 
Lord of the oppressor's." — CousiDea. 

All this time Hetty had remained seated in the head of tiie ■ocnir» 
looking sorrowfully into the water, which held the body of ^er 
mother, as well as that of the man whom she had been taught to 
consider her father. Hist stood near her in gentle quiet, but had 
no consolation to offer in words. The habits- of her people tawht 
her reserve in this respeet ; and the habits of her sex indisoed ner 
lo wait patiently for a moment when she might mapifeat tK>m« 
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ioelluaigr mipotiiy hv means of acts, rather than 9peeol&. Ohin- 
gaoligoQk neH himself a little aloof, in grave teserye, looking like 
a warrior, but feeling like a man. 

Jodith joined her dster with an air of dignity and solemnit^r it 
was not her practice to show ; and, though the gleaming of anguish 
w«re still risiWe on her beautiful face, when she spoke it was firmly 
and without tremor. At that instant, Hist and the Delaware 
withdrew, moving towards Hurry, in the other end of the boat. 

" Sisteaf,** said Judith, kindly, " I have much to say to you ; Mb 
will get into this canoe, and paddle off to a distance from the ark 
THhei seerete of two orphans ought not to be heard by every ear.** 
"Certainly, Judith, by the ears of their parents. Let Hurry 
Mft-the gtapnel, and move away with the ark, and leave ns here» 
aear the graves of father and mother, to say what we may have to 
8fty." 

^* Father !" repeated Judith, slowlj;, the blood for the first time 
afnoe her parting with March mounting to her oheeks;. "he was 
no Either of ours, Hetty t That we had from his own mont^, and' 
in his dying moments.'*^ 

^ "Are yon glad, Judith, to find you had no father ! He took* 
care of us, and fed us, and clothed us, and loved us ; a father could 
have done no more, i don't understand why he wasn't a father." 

. "ITevermind, dear child, but let ns do as yon have said. It 
may be well to remain here, and let the ark move a little awa^r. 
I)o you prepare the canoe, and I inll tell Hurry and the Indians 
owp wishes. 

, This was soon and simply done ? the ark moving, with measured 
stroked of the sweejjs, a hundred yards from the spot, leaving the 

girls floating, seemingly in air, above the place of the dead ; so 
Hoyant was the light vessel that held them, and so limpid the 
element by which it was sustained. 

" The death of Thomas Hutter," Judith commenced,^ afber a 
s^ort pause had prepared her sister to receive her communications, 
"baa altered aU our prospects, Hetty. If he was not our father, 
we ape mtersi and must feel alike and live together." 

" How do I know, Judith, that you wouldn t be as glad to find I 
am mt your sister, as yon are in finding that Thomas Hutter, as 
you call idm, was not your faither. I am only half-witted, and 
lew people like to have half-witted relations ; and then I'm not 
handsome— at least, not as handsome as you-^and yon may wish a 
handsomer sister." 

" No, no, Hetty. You and yon only aro my sister— my heart, 
and my love for you, tell me that— ana mother was my mother^— 
of that, too, am I glad, and proud ; for she was a mother to be 
prpod of— bitt Mher was not father !" 

" Hufih, Judith ! His spirit may be near ; it would grieve it to 
hoar hie children talking so, ana 'Uiat, too, over his very grave. 
Children should never grieve parents, mother often told nie, and 
espeeiimy when they are dead ! ' 

^* Poor Hetty ! Tney are happily removed beyond all cares on 
our aceoontSi Nothing thdt JT oan do or say, will cause mother 
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:aB}rT09r/<rV'#aou>— there is Bome consolation' in ^ni^^-iSbidA khrtoA 
uttbmg ^QU 0^ «ay or do^ViU inake Her smiley' os^.tbe. lued:^ 
^jflmiloon yoxa good conduct wlien living." 

h T Yoa. dpTi'fr know tbat, Juditli. Spirits oaa «ee* and motber 
cati97 «e(9 a$ well as any spirit. She always told tts that fibd »iw 
iaUwe £(dt. aiid that we snonld do nothing to oftmS, him ika^ now 
'jshs lias 1^ UB, I strive to do nothinc^ that can displease fi^r. 
(oThiAk hoiRT hor soirit would mourn and feel sorrow^ fnoith, jdid It 
jiBeeeithe]; of us. doing; what is not right; an^ sj^irits 9i«a^/see, aftter 
oidl; ftspeoially the spirits of parents that feel aooddua Ahonfti^eir 

childueaa/' • . . ai > ,.• 

. - *' Hetty, Hetty— youinow not what yon say V* tnnrtmiEed Jodit^, 

- alxnosltr livid with emotion. *'.The dead ceinndt see, ttiid iki^ftw no- 
/ thing x>f wiiat passes herel But,. we will ii<»t taiUC'df this asy 
I lon^< Tne bodies of mother and Thomas Hiitter ]Sie together in 
-.ibBhij9^ ana Wfi will hope that IJie spirits of boHi -latbTrith God. 

That we,, the children of one of thehi, remain on ^aiiihi,isiotitftiii; 

ii* is ]|QW propar to know what we are to do in futtlre.*'. , : . i : 

(.' "If w^ axe not Thomas Hutter's children; Judith, lio (fee* will 

^ dispiulQ «ou)r .right to his property. We hav^ the eiastle and theaik, 

and the canoes, and the woodsy and tlie lakes, the Mine dstwhen he 

•waa living. i. and- what can prevent ns from staying hfere; aaid'pass- 

- iax our lives just as we ever have done ?*' \ • 'J • 

**Xo, no— poor sister. This caai no longer he. Twoglrla wo^d 

- notibft s&h h^Oi-even should these Hurons fail in getting usiato 
their power. Even father had as much as he could sdmctuhte do, . 

v takfe^pi^eM^^npoathe la]^i and we should fail altogcithef. We 
' must ^Hit> this spot, .Hetty, and fomove into the S€ittle«wn*»i" * | 

**I »im sorry you think so, Judith," rcftitmed B<t^,iiiK>piiing i 
: her head on }ier oosom, and looking thoughtfully dcMm ai..tlifi E^t j 
; whelTQ the funeral pile of her mother could just her seen. ./*! am 
v^ry fioriy to hear it. I would rather stay hfere, wherd, if Iwaan't 
I bom* I've passed my lifel • I don't lik^ nie settleifti^tsMihexflre 
£i]ll of. wicke4ness and heart-huminfi^s; while Ood dwells lidioflfended 
in these hills ! 1 love the trees, and the mountiEdns^ ^asld tiie Ihke, 
iumL iho sprii^; all that his hountv has give^ usy and il wdold j 
grieve me sorely, Judith, to he forced to quit Hiem. I'ou aliefhand* 
BOime, and not at all half-witted, and one day you will nidnry^ jmd 
then you will have a hushand, and I a hrother, to take caie of us, I 
if womien can't really take care of themselves in iuoh Of pia^e as 
this." : . 

" jUi ! if thi^ could he so, Hetty, then, indeed, I ^xM noto be a 
thousalid times happier in these woods, than in ihB sstOements I 
Once. I did not feel thus, but now I do. Yet where is the man to 
turn this beautiful place into such a garden of Ed^i for msF' ' 

" Harry. March loves you^ sister," returned poor Hettjr,'lincon- 
sciouslv pick^g t^e bark off the canoe as she spoke. ** Hit wibuld 
be^aa to he yo^r husband, I'm sure ; and a stontev and k loaver 
youth is not to be met with the whole country yooftd." • l 

'* Harry March aidiJ understand each other, and so 'infire. need 
be said about him, Tm^ «• one— but no matter It is all in th# 



ptM VtVBSUjZ% 259 

•lumdil a^'BrojridesoeifiQd we must shortly com$,to some conolusi&n 

• itbkitoiwi future. »wjaiifir of livingr. Remain hfere-^ft^t^s;' remain 
here, alone, we cannot— iind perhaps no occaaou wfU fevfer X)filbi^lar 
•rcibiiniiiii^iQ tiie fftanner you thmk of. , It is time, too, Hettv, we 
'6hoiflctleftni>aU"We can concerning our relations and family; f It is 

^'Tiot tnAabto We are altogether without relations, and tbey meiy lie 

g^^d to de&iiuB. . The aW chest is noW'our pi'^^pe?^, atad W0 knTOa 

-H^tit.th'lSok into it, and learn all we can b/wMt it holds. Mother 

• Wtits.ao^v(BBy difterent from Thomas flutter, thttt, tww I ItnWii^e 
:iibr&n)at his eh^hk^n, X burn with a (Jestre to know whose 6hildiea 
' we can be. There are papers in that Chest, I am certain^ nind thOie 

l^ai^isinmsM^ us* oU a|K>ut our pare^jts and natural friends.- ' 
• : *>/ Wdl; Judith, Tou laiow best, for you are cleveafer thaii bomthon- 

^ikto^dr ^tSfG'^fmt ^Tod I am only inalf-witted. Kow father ana 

I raotfeetoraiafejidj I. don't mu^h, care for any relations but you, aAd 
i don't tinnk I cOuld love them I never saw, as well $s I ou^ht. If 

, .ycrttidoi^t Mk© to, marnr Hurry, 1 don't see who yoii dan clioose f6r a 
husband, rfUd-th^ I rear we shalj have to qnit the lake, aftet oiL'* 

' : /^'^What.do m think of Deerslayer, Hetty K* asked Juditk bend- 

hig-.&iward Ske her unso^isticated sister, and endeatouriilg to 

- ^oncbal-her tmbarrassment in a similar manner. *' 'WVmld be iiot 

' m^kBTj brotier-ia-law to your liking?" 

"Deerslayer!" repeated the other, looking up in unfeigfted snr- 

: prise i *Vw^i Juditn, Deerslayer isn't in the least coiiiely, and is 

" iitegetibernafit for one likeyou !" 
' ^^ He ia su)t iU-looking, H^tty ; bxA beauty in a man is not of 
ibuch matter-" 
•"'DosSrom think so, Juditjil 1 kiWTWthai beauty is of no- giteat 

p ringttdr^ itt'Bian or woman, m the eyfes of God ; for mbiUhf hAs often 
lkold'.m£.6o,>whon she thought I might have been feorry I was not as 

' hlindsome)as youj^'-though. she needn,*t»have been uiteasy On that 

/ 'aocoibirfj, Scat I never coveted anything that is yours, aster ; brittell 

' merfo fiie diiij-'-^till, beauty is very pleiisant to the efe^ in both. 
I'tldnki if I were a man, 1 should pijae more for good looks thoti I 
;d6 aa li'fiirl^ A handsome man isi a more plea:sihg sis^bt tluoi a 
* ■ handisotan^ woman*'* . "• 

' : ;**jPoor diild I you scarce know what you say, or what yoU lii»an I 
■ Beauty I in chit sex is something, but in man it passes for li^e* 

!■ : To bcsure, a man ought to be tull, but others axe tall as weM as 

- Hidrry ; and wtive— -1 think I know those that are more active : 
and strong—well, he hasn't all the strength in the w(xrld ; and 
bp«we-^I am certain I can name a youth who is braver I" 
. " Jiu» is strange^ Judith. ' I didn't think the earth held a hand- 

' .Bomer^ or a stronger, or a more active, or a braver man ^an Harry 
Hurry I I <am sure I never met his equal in either of these things. ' 

" .** Well, well* Hetty— say no more of-this. I dislike to hear' you 
i talking in this maimer. 'Tisnot suitable to your innocence, and 

• //jtrtitdi,;.iiBd waiaja-rhearted sincerity. Let Harry March go. Ho 
quits us tOHiaight, and no regret oi' mine will follow him, tmless it 
' be tiiatdie has ^taid so long^ and to so little purpos^." 
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"Ah! Jocliih, tiiifl IB what Yyq long feared; and I did «a hope 
he might he my hrother-in-law !" 

" Never mind it now ; let us talk of our poor mo&er, and of 
Thomas Hutter." 

" Speak kindly, l^en, nster, for you can't he quite certain that 
spirits don't both hear and see. If father wasn't father, he was 
good to us, and gave us food and shelter. We can't put any stones 
oyer their grayes, here in the water, to tell people all this, and so 
we ought to say it with our tongues." 

•* They will care little for that, ffirl. 'Tis a great consolation io 
know, Hetty, that if mother ever aid commit any heavy fault when 
young, that she lived sincerely to repent of it ; no doubt her sins 
were forgiven her." 

" 'Tisn't right, Judith, for children to talk of their parent's sins. 
"We had better talk of our own." 

" Talk of your sins, Hetty l^ If there ever was a creature on earth 
without sin, it is you ! I wish I could say or think the same of 
myself; but we shall see. No one knows what changes affection 
£}r a good husband can make in a woman's heart. I don't think, 
child, I have even now the same love for finerv I once had." 

"It would be a pity, Judith, if you did think of clothes, oyer 
your parents' graves ! We will never quit this spot, if you say bo, 
and will let Hurry go where he pleases. ' 

** I am willing enough to consent to the last, but cannot answer 
for the first, Hetty. We must live, in future, as beoomes re- 
spectable young women, and caimot remain here to be the talk and 
jest of all the rude and toul-tongued trappers and hunters that may 
eome upon the lake. Let Hurry go by himself, and then I'll find 
the means to see Deerslayer, when the future shall be soon settle. 
Come, girl, the sun has set, and the ark is drifting away from us ; 
let us paddle up to the scow, and consult with our friends. This 
night I shall look into the chest, and to-moirow shall determine 
what we are to do. As for the Hurons, now we can use our stores 
without fear of Thomas Hutter, they will be easily bought off. 
Let me p^et Deerslayer once out of their hands, and a single hous 
shall brmg things to an understanding." 

Judith speke with decision, and she spoke with authority, a habit 
she had long practised towards her feeble-minded sister. But, 
while thus accustomed to have her way, by the aid of manner and 
a readier command of words, Hetty occasionally checked her impe- 
tuous feeUngs and hasty acts by the aid of those simple, moral 
truths that were so deeply engral'ted in all her own thoughts and 
feelings ; shiniog through both with a mild and beautiiul lustre 
that threw a sort of holy halo around so much of what she both said 
and did. On the present occasion, this healthful ascendancy of the 
girl of weak intellect over her of a capacity that, in other situations, 
might have become brilliant and admired, was exhibited in the 
vanal simple and earnest manner. 

" You torget, Judith, what has brought us here," she said, re- 
proachfully. *' This is mother's grave, and we have just laid the 
body of fiither by her side. "We have done wrong to talk so much 



of onrsdves at snoh a spot» and ought now to pray Gh>d to ftiviTO 
ii0» and ask him to teach us Trherc we are to go, and wh^it we are lo 
do/' 

Judith involuntarily laid aside her paddle» while Hetty dropped 
on her knees and was soon lost in her aeyout but simple petitions. 
Her sister did not VTVlj, This she had long ceased to do directly 
though anguish oi spirit frequently wrung from her mental ana 
hasty appeals to the great source of oenevolence, for support, if n<A 
for a change of spirit. Still, she never beheld Hetty on ner knees, 
that a feeling of tender recollection, as well as of profound regret at 
the deadness of her own heart, did not come over her. Thus ha4 
she herself done in childhood, and even down to the hour of her ilL> 
fated visits to the garrisons : and she would willingly have givea 
worlds, at such moments, to be able to exchange her preseut sensa« 
tions, for that confiding faith, those pure aspirations, and the geutld 
hope that shone throu&rh every lineament and movement of her« 
otherwise, less-favoured sister. All she could do, however, was to 
drop her head to her bosom, and assume in her attitude some of that 
devotion in which her stubborn spirit refused to unite. 

When Hettv rose from her knees, her countenance had a glom 
and serenitjr that rendered a face that was always agreeable, posi* 
tively handsome. Her mind was at peace, and ner conscience ao^ 
i^uitted her of a neglect of duty. 

"Now you may go, if you want to, Judith," she said: " God has 
been kind to me, and lifted a burden of^ my heart. Mother ha4 
many such bturdens, she used to tell me, and she always took them 
off in this waj. 'Tis the only way, sister, such things can be done, 
X on may raise a stone, or a log, with your hands ; but the hea^ 
mu9t be lightened by prayer. I don't think you pray as often s» 
you used to do when younger, Judith V* 

** Never mind— never mind, child"— answered the other, huskily 
— *' 'tis no matter, now. Mother is gone, and Thomas flutter ia. 
gone, and the time has oome when we must think and act for our** 
selves." 

As the canoe moved slowly away from the place, under the,gentloi 
impulsion of the elder sister s paddle, the younger sat musing, aa 
was her wont, whenever her mind was perplexed by any idea more 
abstraot and difficult of comprehension than common. 
. " I don't know what you mean by future. Judith,' she at length 
suddenly observed.^ " Mol^er used to call heaven the fature, out. 
you seem to think it means next week, or to-morrow !" 

" It means both, dear sister ; everything that is yet to Gom»^ 
whether in this world or another. It is a solemn word, Hetty, ana 
most 80, 1 fear, to them that think the least about it. Mother'ffi 
future is etemrfcy ; ours may yet mean what will happen while we 

live in this world ^is not that a canoe just passing behind the 

casUe ?— here, more in the direction of the point I naean ; it is hid^ 
now ;— but, certainly, I saw a canoe stealing behind the logs." ^, 

** I've seen it some time," Hetty quietly answered, for th^ Indiana 
had few terrors for her, "but I did not think it right to talk about 
such things oyer mother's gn^ve. The canoe oame from tbo 9awp> 



«laf er, •»! m Iroquois.*' ^ i /w ^ zr naTr 

•' Deerskytt !" returned the otber, with much bf A^ ilMti^ 
Impfltaonty. ^ ** That can't be I- Deersla^er is a'^pri^At*iffi$l 
hw€ been thinkiiur <^ the spLeaus of setting h^m free. "''WM^dld 
}xm fancy it I>eeI»U7e]^ child $" y y^in ---n 

♦*You can look for yourself, sister.; there cOBoei ffli <^aiibe-ki 
-wght •gain, on this side of the hut." i^' ^ ' ' ' J 

Sure enough, the light boat had passed the building,'! ii»^' im 
IKwr steiulily advaneijia: towards the ark; the persons p^'bwj'^f 
nrhioh were already collecting in the head of the sc6^; td'TCoeiye 
^eir Tisitor. A single glance sufficed to assujd JudTwilK^^ftlr 
'VtsterwwB right» ana that Deerdayer was alone in the aam.. His 
approach was so oalm and leisurely, however, as^to i!S^ 
ivtmder; mnoe a man who had efTected his esoape wif^/^jj^ 
aitiier ar<ifiee ox yioi^cei would not be apt to mbye' 1 



toesB and dteUbeEaition with which his paddle swepj|; th^ [wtttki 
tMstime the day was fairly departing* and objects '^^'^ 
fee«it dimly under thtf shoreeu In the broiad lake, howeV^,r^' 
af^lxngeced, and around tl^ immediate scene 6f the pte^ 
dents, which was less shaded than most of the ^eet^ Beii 
farofldest part* it eaat a glare that bora some faint rei^fa 
the warm tints of an Italian or Orecian sunset. Thfe.fog 
but and ark had a sort of purple hue« blended with the i 

obsbnnty, tnd the bark of the hunter's boat was losmg ibfi 

ness, in ooloiirs xichegr» but more mellowed, th^n thos^^il! sb^ed 
tinder a bright son. As the two canoes approached enax tt€k^-^ 
Ibr Juditii andhar sistier had plied their paddles 90 as tb'inteMept 
thennaocpebtwi visitor ere he reaehed, the arkj — even 'Be^mira 
iftm*bamed aoant^ianoe wojre a brighter aspect thaqk ediaStm^ 
imder tha i^kamng tints that seemed to dance in the at&b^pft^re. 
Jttditb fancied that delight at meeting her hod some shfitv^ m-thia 
imiisual and agii»oab)e expression. She was not aware t^l^er 
own beauty appeared to Tpore advantage than eonjwion, frdtt(^e 
atliae'AakaiaL' cause ; no^r did she understand, what it wbtild wve 

S'ven her so mnch pleasure to knpw, that the yonng nrtin a^l^ii^illy 
ought her, as she drew near* the loveli^t creature' <^,]^^i^%ex 
ys ^^ had ever dwelt (m. .v ,, 

*' Welooflte-^weloome, Deerslayer!'* exclaimed the gir^-.^ the 
^anoes floated at each other's sides, the paddles having ceased %eir 
movements; *' we have had a melancholy— a frightfol day-^biit 
your retam is, at least, one misfortune the less. Have th» Hiirons 
became more famnuie, and let you go ; or hav^ )roa esc^^^'Srom 
the wretches by your own courage and skill ^'^ ' '^-^ 

** Neither, Judith— neither one nor t'other. Bie VStxft^ are 
MiagDs alill, and will live and die Mingos ; it is not fikcfly their 
natur's will ever undergo much improvement. Well j tfaej^'Ve^lftetr 
gifts, and we've our'n, Judith, and it doesn't much become -efthcr 
to fi|!eak iU of what the Lord has created ; though, if die truth must 
Ibasfrid* I Jindita^ sore trial to think kindly. 01: to talk kindly, of 
tbfiio yagaboads. As fov outwitting them» that sdgnt ha^ 
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^ ^ '0, atjyeeu the "Sarpent, yonder, and mt^ 

wnen we were oil 'fliexriifl (rf Hist—"' Itere tlilb' ilttateif sb3p!ft)afi t© 
i^gk i4?i,W%|9wp. rilent fashion ;— " but it'smo- easy natter io sal^ 
fCttmyent ti^ sarctunvented. Etren the h^'AHU g:dt to Jaum the tricks 
)of iheiUpnitersaiore a single season is dver; ftnd an Indianj whw^ 
eyesT have once been opened by a sarcamvention, never shuts i&eifr 
,AQ:*inriI^ pj<^ciaely the same spot. I've kno^n=whitfes.to do tda^, 
Dut never a red-skin. What they Farn, comes by practice, aiidiiot 
f hyr books ; and of all schoolmasters^ experience gives losaons tfai^t 
J. ^irp the longest remembered.'* 

... ^' All this is true, Beerslayer ; but if ybu have not escaped feoMii 

^ tie say agofii, how came you here ?" , .-r 

I : j *^ Tha"^ a naf ral question, and ohirminjrljr put You iwewcT*- 

J a^fulliandsome this evening, Judith, or; Wild Rofle(, astiioflarip^^t 

-, f aUi^ yoDL and I may as well say it, sinc^ I honestly think it I Xftu 

; may 'Well ,^all them. Mingos savages, too, %t savage enough do<tS#y 

.^^el^ and^ sayage enougfi will they tiot, if yo« ' once - river them '*n 

v,M^Vtumty., They feel their loss here, in the late skiliiiimage,:^© 

t iwfir^earfs' cores, atid are ready to i-etetig* it (Hi any o^ei^lfcttl^' K)f 

. : feglisji bipod that inay fall in their way. Ifi6r, for thaft flnatter,io 

^ «7wuch tMnk they womd stand'at- taking 1iisii'>sati8£B]otiica. out^f 

r ajputchmati*'* ' ' . • ^ 

.^ •> f*'fiiey have killed fether; that <^gtit to satisfy thokr'wiokldd 

^ . ^^avihgs for blood,** observed Hetty, reprdaehfllly. • ' ■ f 

. ^ ^. ;* I know it, gal— 1 know the whole -story— partlv fromtwibat Itve 

^ , .fipe^ teom the shore, since they brbu^t me up &dm the pioint»'i9iid 

I- - parfly from their threats ag'in myself, and ftieir-^jthw disooujpe. 

4 Wel^ life is unsartain at the best, and we all depend on tii^ Inrc^th 

t .of our nostrils for it, from day to degr* If yourvb bsttt' staunch 

^^ ,m.'n4» ft9 1 -make ix6 doubt you have, Fro videaoe twill •caisewp'tiDW 

"' piLesijQ^lus stead; and ^ince our acquaintaftedhaa beeua/in^is 

V : .<»i^pi]^bn manner, I shall take it as a hint that it will 'be a part 

r [jof jiy duty in futur', should tki ocdai^On ofl^r; to see ybu d^u't 

, t 'SuSer for want of food in the wlgwiam. I oan^t: brin^ tha ded^ to 

r . l^fa, but a^ to feeding the living, there's few <m all tliiB frontoerpan 

• . oiu^o me, thpu^n I say it in the way of pity wbd CQ]]8oLai{i<ni» l^e, 



^ /a^dj in no particular^ li^e'way of blasting [""v . ; .. . .;^ 

^^ We understand you, Beerskyfer," returned Judith» hasttly, 

- t'* and take all th|^ falls from your lip^ as it is meant, ia kin4aless 
. ' . luul friendship.. Would to heaven aU men' had tongiaes as true, and 

- .hearts as honest f ^ 

, ...: '^. In that respect men do diflfer, of a sartainty, Judith* I've 
;j,. , kudwn them that wasn't to be trusted any farther thaai you can see 
them'; and ottiers ag'in, whose messages, sent with a small pie^ of 
' 'J ^ampwn,.pfdrhaps, might just as much bo depended osi,' as if ; the 
^ whole ousmess was imished afore youlr face. Yes, Juditii, you 
^^.[/jaeyer said truer words, than when you said some misn might be 
•7 fi 4ep€Aded on, and some others might not/' 

.,. *' You are an unaccountable being, Deenlayer," returned: the 
" jpnxl, not a little puzzled with the ehiklish simplieity of eharocter 
^; . 'fh(^tha]hux4e^ bq often betrairedr^-AiBiinplieit;' so striking^ tkaift it 
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frequent" appeared to place him nearly an a laTdl mtih^ fiat 

of poor Het^, though always relieved by iho beautXfnl morfil ti 

that shone tnrongh aJl that this unfortunate nrl hoth said and did. 
" You are a most nnaooonntable man, and I often do not know 
how to understand you. But never mind, just now ; you have for- 
gotten to tell us by what means you are here." 

" I ! — oh ? That* s not very onaccountable, if I am myselt 
Judith. I'm out. on furlouffh. 

** Furlough ! — That wora has a meaning among the soldiers 
that I understand ; I cannot tell what it signifies when used by a 
prisoner." 

*' It means just the same. You're right enough ; the soldiers do 
use it, and just in the same way as I use it. A furlough is when a 
man has leave to quit a camn, or a garrison, for a sartain speciiied 
time ; at the end of which ne is to come back and shoulaer his. 
musket, or submit to his torments, just as he may happen to be 
a soldier, or a capl^e. Being the last, I must take the cnanoes of 
a prisoner." 

" Have the Huions suffered you to quit them in this manner, 
without watch or guard ?" 

" Sartain— I couldn't have come in any other manner, unle^ 
indeed, it had been by a bold rising, or a sarcumvention.' 

" What pledge have they that you will ever return ?** 

" My word,* answered the hunter, simply. ** Yes, X own I 
gave 'em that, and big fools woidd they have been to let me como 
without it I Why, in that ease, I shouldn't have been obliged to 
go back and ondergo any deviltries their fury may invent, but 
might have shouldered my ri£e, and made the best of my wa^ to 
the Delaware villages. But, Lord ! Judith, they know*d this, just 
asw^ as you and I do, and would no more let me come awa^, 
without a promise to go back, than they would let the wolves dig 
up the bones of their fathers !" ^ 

*' Is it possible you mean to do this act of extraordinary sdf- 
destruotion and recklessness }" 

"Anan!" , 

*' I ask if it can be possible that you expect to be' able to put . 
yottrself again in the power of such ruthless enemies, by keeping 
your word," 

^ Beeislayer looked at his fair questioner for a moment, wit^ stem 
displeasure. Then the expression of his honest and guileless face 
suadenl^ changed, lighting as by a quick illumination of thought; 
after whieh helaughed in his oidinary manner. 

*• I didn't understand you at first, Judith ; no, I didn't! You 
belioTe that Chingachffook and Hurry Harry won't suffer it ; but 
yon don't know mankind thoroughly yet, I see.^ The Delaware 
would be the last man on 'arth to offer any objections to what he 
knows is a duty ; and as for March, he doesn't care enough about 
any creatur* but himself, to spend many words on such a subject. 
If he did, 'twould make no great difference, howsever ; but not he 
—for he thinks more of his gains than of even his own word. Aa 
for my pionuses, or your'n, Judith^ or anybody el»Q\ they give 
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bim no oonsanu Don't be under any oneasiiKeas, therefore, gal; 
I shall be allowed to go back accoraing to the furloughs and 
if difficulties was made, I've not been brought up, and edicated, as 
one may say, in tbe woods, without knowinpr how to look 'em down.'* 

Judith made no answer for some little time. All her feelings as 
a woman — ^and as a woman who^ for the first time in her life, was 
beginning to submit to that sentiment which has so much influence 
on the happiness or misery of her sex — revolted at the cruel fate 
that she fancied Deerslayer was drawing down upon himself, while 
the sense of right, which God has implanted in every human breast, 
told her to admire an integrity as indomitable and unpretending 
as that which the otber so unconsciously displayed. Argument 
i^e felt would be useless; nor was she, at that moment, disposed 
to lessen the dignity and high principle that were so striking in 
the intentions of the hunter, by any attempt to turn him from hia 
purpose. That something might yet occur to supersede the neces^ 
flity for this self-immolation, she tried to hope; and then she pro- 
ceeded to ascertain the facts, in order that her own conduct might 
be regulated by her knowledge of circumstances. 

" When is your furlough out, Deerslayer^" she asked, after both 
e&noes were heading towards the ark, and moving, with, scarcely a 
perceptible effort ox the paddles, through the water. 

'* To-morrow noon; not a minute afore; and you may depend on 
it, Judith, I shan't quit what I call Christian company, to go and 
give mysdf up to them vagabonds, an instant sooner than is down- 
right necessary. They begin to fear a visit from the garrisons, and 
wouldn't lengthen the time a moment; and it's pretty well under- 
stood atween us, that, should I fail in my ar'n'a, the torments are 
to take place when the sun be^ns to fall, that they may strike upon 
their home trail as soon as it is dark." 

This was said solemnly, as if the thought of what was believed 
to be in reserve duly weighed on the prisoner's mind, and yet so 
simpl;^, and without a parade of suffering, as rather to repel than 
to invite any open manifestations of sympathy. 

." Are they bent on revenging their losses ? " Judith asked, faintly, 
her own high spirit yielding to the influence of the other's quiet • 
but dignified integrity of purpose. 

** Downright, if I can judge of Indian indinations by the symop 
toms. They think, howsever, I don't suspect their designs, I do 
believe; but one that has lived so long among men of rea-skin 
gifts, is no more likely to be misled in Indian feelings, than a true 
hunter is like to lose his trail, or a staunch hound his scent. My 
o^ln Judgment is greatly ag'in mv own escape, for I see the women 
are a good deal enraged on behalf of Hist, though I say it, perhaps, 
that shouldn't say it-~seein' that I had considerable hand myself 
in getting the gal off. Then there was a cruel murder in their 
oamp last night, and that shot might just as well have been fired 
into my breast. Howsever, come what will, the Sarpent and his 
wife will be safe, and that is some happiness, in any case.** 

** Oh I Deerslayer, they will think better of this, since they htm 
giTon you until to-mozrow noon to make up your mind I*' 



*' I jndffo r^%f Juditli ; yes, I judge not. An Indian is an Indian, 

gnl, and Wb pretty much hopeless to ihink of BtvAftinf^Umrwlrat) 

he's got the scent and follows it "With his noseinlneeiT.' -^fir 

jpeU wares, now» are a half-christranized! tHbe— -not tiuct I tiuiJc 

^eh ^rt of Christians much better than your ii^le<'lflooddd diftn 

p^U^yjecrsT-^ut, nevertheless, what good half-<}hri8tlatiiliiigr'«p2i'dflr 

Jo a man, some among *em have got, and yet reT«ftge^cliii^ff^to'tiicix 

h^artfi like the wild creepers here to th6 ttree! Th«i ImIIqw^i^ ol 

tiie b<9St and boldest of their warriors, they sfay, and it t> too mndb 

W expect that they should captivate the man •to<> idid this dsf d, hi 

the very same scouting on wich it was perf<nrmdd; aad^tiiey ijaia 

Ap aoQ9(^nt of the matter. Had a month or so ^ono" l^r-tluar 

fii^Un's would have been softened down,' and we lui^t'hacvBiae&in 

^ mora friendly way ; but it is as it is. Judith, thk i$1ial)dn|^ ^ 

jKkothmg but myself, and my own consams. When ycm-hoFe -kni 

tifoi^bie enough, and may irant to consult a Iri^d'a littld'abontrtrovr 

PQWV^ matters. la the old man laid iti the wate^, where I slondd'lai]^ 

his body would like to rest ?** (.. t • . ,., 

^> **Ji is, Daerslay^" answered Judith, almost inaudibly*' i ^? Th«t 

ixiif has just been performea. You ate right in tkid^qg-tiidt I 

iwish to consult a friend; and that friend is yowndsfJ MisunBy 

iiQarry is- about to leave us: when he is gone, andiive hivB gotia 

^jii^eoTer Uie feelings of ttiis solemn omce, I hope yon wilt give 

me an hour alone. Hetty and I are at a loss what to' do." < • - . 

.• *' That's finite nat'raL coming as things have, sudd^nlif aad 

.fearfully. But here's the ark, and we'D say more «f thif wh£n 

V* there: is a better opportunity.'* ■ i 

V-' -CHAPTER XXni. ' . . ;^ 

71m qidet U& i»m tile 4«le belov : 
'! ' . . ., W|ia laiead on ice ahaU slide against fheindllet ; ' ' •' 

(.'•■• They want not cares, that «arn>as art* sii<>aIclkoilv I' .^ 

Who litesftt ease AaaeatKtontoU him >0( . . ... 

' '' lirp«rlbotwii0^luid:pet«MiiUio89)ioal»j . 

tV- . Wtt>)vktt»ibi»loc«mayireUbeQaIlcdafoole."— C^sesTi*^. 

!• .' , • ^ .: . • • ■ '- f ••/.', — 

/. Xi^ meeting between Beerslaytr aiid his M^dtiids.ia tii&«i'k.#as 

grave and anxious. The two Indians, in-particiMar, veaddn his 
• manner that he was not a successful fugitive, and a few lententiaaa 
'i words sufficed to let them comprehend the liature of whit their 
I fidend had termed his '* furlough." Chingaohgook nnfnediatfely 
i ieoame thoughtful ; while Hist, as usual, had no better modr of 
. e!xpre6sing her sympathy than by those little aitentisHS n^oh 
• nark the affectionate manner of woman. 

In a few minutes, however, something like a general i^kn- for the 

proceedings of the night Was adopted, and, to th^ eye of ao-nain* 
.r atrii^eted QDseryer, tjiings would be thought to m6v6 in l9ieiroifdi- 
- • nary trauu It was now getting to be dark, and it Was de<lid^ to 
f. Bwieep l£ie ark up to the castle, and secure it in itoordinaty invth. 
< This ^cision was come to, in some measure, on a^soomtof theifiiot 
t that «U .^ amoeawera again is the posseedoit of their (iHtii|>er 
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<nviiersr;biit pnuoipatlyi from tho SGcuriiy t^at. was" <aH^aft6<i 'by 

tiife'repfesontetioua^oi' CGersliayer*. He had. examine tHe tjfeite'oj 

tbin^ aitungr the Hu^pij?, awa felt satisfied that they metlitaterf 

BO jfuirfeber hostilities du^iag theixight, the lo^s they h&d nr^t hdyintf 

indispDsei tbem:to fiixthep eixertions for the moment. Then he hpjot 

a. prbpositwd. to aaak^; th^ object of his visit; ana; if this trero 

Aoc«|pied» tha war would at once terminate between the paifties'J 

aiod It was impirobable that the Hurons would anticipate the iiEiUttrd 

al jtprbjeot. op. whioh their chiefs had apparently set their heartsj 

l^y hayijig .reooiurs© to viole^jco previously to the return, of t^eii? 

liioMengfer.,, ^ .-'-'■ 

i Aa soon as t^ trfc was property scoured, tHe differeilt membdttl 

bf tiijo flairty occupied themselves in their several trecnliar taanners^ 

liaiite la: council, or in 4jeci5ion,no more characterizing the pr(^ 

wedinysiof the horde? whitc^ than it did those of theif re4 

^hetg^onx!^ ' Tbe women. busied themselves in preparaticftist for thb 

evening meal, sad and silent, but ever attentive to the first wafife 

^«f hdturflk. . . ^ '••'.- 

i :Hnirry fi^fc abont repaaring his jnoccasms, by ^^ l^irht of n, 1j!kzinar 

'jniot«; Qhiagaohgook seated himself in ffleomy thoug^htj' i0iilfe 

^Jteerslayrfr pyrQc^eded, in a manner equally free from affectatiori-attd 

. Madim, to examine '*EiUdeer,*' the rifle of Hutter, that hjt^ bc^a 

already meaitipnedr and which subsequcntlybecame so eelebJratGl, 

I in ther hands of the individual who was now examining its iheritii. 

I' The pdiftce was a JUtle loi\ger than usual, and had evidently been 

turned out from the work-shop of some manufacturer (rf a superior 

order. It had a few silver ornaments; though, on iJife whole, sit 

would have been deemed a /plain piece by most. frontier men; its 

great merit consisting m the accuracy 6f its bore, the perfection of 

the details, and the e!aceeIleno6 of the metal. Ag^in and again did 

the hunter apply. the breech to Ms shonldor, and glance his eye 

along the sights, and as often did nc poise his bodv, and raise the 

weapon slowly, as if about to catch an aim at 6 deer, in order to 

.^:|f the weight, and to ascertain its fitness for quick and accurate 

nrmg. All this was done, by^he- aid of Horry's torch, simply, 

t init witii^ Ab ^mrodstness a^ abstraction that would have been 

fc found) tottobixig by any spectator who happened to kiidw4hljf'i€al 

• fliliialio& of the nuuu 

r. : -•• *TiafB' glorious we'pon, Hurry!" Ceerslayer at length exolftimed, 

;• ^*aad it may be tiipught a pity that it has fallen into the haads of 

' women. The hunters have told me of its expl'ites; andby ttH I 

i'^ have beard, I should set it down as sartain death in experen^ed 

hands. Hearken to the tick of this lock — a wolf^tra^ hasti('t a 

'lirelisr spring; pwn, and cock speak together, like^ two'siagiAg- 

^ masters undertaking a psalm in meetin*. I never d^ see Botrue a 

bore. Hurry, that's sarteinr* 

• "Ay, Old Tom used to give the piece a character, thoiHfh he 
wasn't the maa to particularize the ra*al natur* of any sort or lire* 

' arms, in praetice, returned March, passing the deer's thoags 

• Idnpugh the moooasin with the coolness of a cobbler. ^* He waft' no 
marksman* that we must all alloWt but he had hiH geod p'lats^ as 
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WfiUu his b«d ones. I liave had hopes that Judfth i&iglLt dotisdoK 
the idee of giving Killdecr to me*' 

" There's do saying what young wom^n may do, that's a tmfh. 
Hurry ; and I suppose you're as likely to own the rifte as anoth^. 
8tiU, whea things are so yery near perfection, it's a pity not to 
rcaoh it entirely. * 

" What do you mean hy thatf— Would not that piece look 9s 
well on my shoulder, as on any man's?" 

" As for looks, I say nothing. You are hoth good-looking, and 
might make what is called a good-looking couple. But the tmo 
p'mi is as to conduct. More deer would fall in one dayi'hy that 
piece, in some men's hands, than would fall in a week, m youir'n. 
Hurry ! I've seen you try ;— -you remember the buck t'other day?*' 

" Thai buck was out of season; and who wishes to kill venisbn 
out of season ^ I was merely trying to frighten the creator', and I 
think you will own that he was pretty well skeared, at anv rate/' 

" Well, well, have it as you say. But this is a lordly piece, 
and would make a steady hand and quick eye, the £ing of the 
Woods!" 

" Then keep it, Deerslayer, and become King of tiie Woods," sa3d 
Judith, earnestly, who had heard the conversation, and whose eye 
was never long averted from the honest countenance of the hunter. 
" It can never be in better hands than it is at this moment; there 
I hone it will remain these fifty years." 

*' Judith, yon oan't be in 'amest!" exclaimed Deerslayer, taken 
00 muoh by surprise, as to betray paore emotion than it was usual 
for him to manifest on ordinary occasions. " Such a gift would J)e 
fit for a ra'al king to make ; yes, and for a ra^al king to receive,^ 

" I never waa more in earnest in my life, Deerslayer; and I am* 
as mnoh in earnest in the wish as in the gift." 

" Well, ffld, wellj we'll find time to talk of this ag^. Ton 
musn't be down-hearted. Hurry, for Judith ia a sprightly younir 
woman, and she has a onick reason; she knows that the credit ox 
hes faiher'a rifle b safer in my hands, than it can possibly be ill 
your'n ; and, therefore, you mustn't be down-hearted. In otlusr. 
ma|:ter8, more to your iSdng, too, yon'U find shell gbre you tne 
preference." 

Qtury growled out his dissatisfactionf but he was too Intent 6ti 
quitting the lake, and in making his preparations, to waste hia 
breath an a anbject of this nature. Shortly after the supper was 
ready ( it was eaten in silence, as is so much the habit of tnose who 
coDfiider the table as merely a place of animal refreshment. On 
this occasion, however, sadness and thought contributed their share 
to the general. desire not to converse; tor Deerslayer was so fkr 
an exception to the usages of men of his cast, as not only to ^Hsh to 
hol^ disoourse on such oocasions, but as often to ereate a similar 
desure in his companions. 

The meal ended, and the humble preparations removed, the whole 
party aseembled on the platform to hear the expected inteU^enoe 
from Deerslaver, on the eubieot of Ids visit. It nad been evident 
he waa in no naste to make his oommnnications; but the feelings of 
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Jodith woold na Imiger tdmit of deUy; 6Mb vret^ brottriii froit 
the ark and the hut, and the whole six placed themselyeB in a 
cirole, near the door» watching each other's coontenances, as best 
they could, by the scanty means that were furnished by a loy^ly 
starlight night. Along the shore* beneath the mountains, lay the 
usual body of gloom ; but in the broad lake no shadow was cast, 
and a thousand mimio stars were dancing in tixe limpid dement, 
that was Just stirred enough by the evening air to set them all in 
motion, 

^ ••]!Jow, De^slaye^,** commenced Judith, whose impalienee re-* 
sisted further restraint} "now, Deerslayer, tell us all the Hnrons 
have to say, and the reason why they hare sent you on parole, to 
make us some oiSer" 

** "Purlou^h, Judith ; furlough is the word ; and it carries the samd 
maaning" w^th a capt^e at large as it does with a soldier who haH 
leave to quit his colours. In both eases the word is passed to com« 
back: and now I remember to have heard that's the ra'al significa- 
tion, * furlough' meaning a ' word' passed for the doing of anything, 
or the like, rarole, I* rather think, is Dutch, and has something to 
do with the tattoos of the garrisons. Bat this makes no great 
difference, since the vartue of a pledge lies in the idee, and not in 
the word* Well, then, if the message must begiven, it must; and 
perhaps there is no use in putting it off. Hurry will soon bo 
wanting to set out on his iourne^ to the river, and the stars rise 
and set, just as if they carea for neither Indian nor message. Ah's ! 
me; 'tisn't a x^easant, and I know it's a useless ar'nd; but it 
must be told." 

** Hark'ee, Deerslayer," put in Hurry, a little authoritatively^ 
** you're a sensible man in a hunt, and as good a fdlow on a morcli 
as a sixty-nuler-a-day could wish to meet with; but you're oncomi 
mon alow about messages) especially Ihem that you think wont bo 
likely to be well received. When a thing is to be told, why, teli it, 
and don't hang back like a Yankee lawyer pretending he can't 
imderstand a Dutchman's English^ just to get adovibie £ee oat of 
him." 

" I understand jou, Hurryi and well are you named to-m^ht* 
seeing you've no tmie to lose. But let us come at once to the p'mt^ 
seeing that's the object of this council ; for council it may be called^ 
though women have seats among us. The simple fact is this. 
When the party came back f^om the castle, the Mingos held a 
council, and bitter thoughts were unpermost, as was plainly to bo 
seen by their gloomy faces. No one likes to be beaten, and a red- 
skin as little as a pale*face. Well, when Ihey had smoked upon it, 
and made their speeches, and their oouncil-iire had burnt low, the 
matter came out. It seems ^e elders among 'em consaited I was a 
>ian to be trusted on a furloujjh. ^They're wonderful obsarvant, 
them Mingos; that their worst inimies must allJ^w; but they con- 
saited I was BUjoh aman; and it isn't often—" added the hunter, 
with a pleasing oonsciousness that his previous life justified this 
implicit reliaiice on his good faith—** it isn't often they ocmsait any- 
thsag so good of a pale-face ; but so they did with me, and thereo 



lor& thttjr didn't hesitate to speak their minds. vUMi U jtui ibisf— 

Yon see the state of things. The lake and all on it, they fancy, lie 
at their marcy. Thomas Hutter is deceased, and as for Hnrry, 
they've got the idee he has been near enough to death to-day, not 
to wish to take another look at him this summer. Therefore, they 
liccount all your forces as reduced to Ohingachgook and the two 
jnonng women, and, while they know the Delaware to be of a liigh 
race, and a born warrior, they know he's now on his first war-path. 
;^8 for the gals, of course they set them down much as they do 
iromen in ginend." 

" You mean that they despise us!" interrupted Judith, with eyes 
that flashed so brightly as to be observed by all present. 
' " That will be seen m the end. They hold that all on the lake 
lies at their marcy, and, therefore, they send by me this belt of 
wampum," showing the article in question to the Delaware as he 
spoke, " with these words: — ^Tell the Sarpent, they say, that he has 
flone well for a beginner ; he may now strike across the mountains, 
for his own villages, and no one shall look for his trail. If he has 
found a scalp, let him take it with him ; the Huron braves have 
hcai-ts, and can feel for a youn^ woi ;or who doesn't wish to go 
home empty-handed. If he is nimble, he is welcome to lead out a 
party in nursuit. Hist, howsever, must eo backtothe Hurons; 
when she left them in the night, she carried away, by mistake, that 
which doesn't belong to her." 

. *• That can*t be true !" said Hetty, earnestly. ** Hist is no such 
g[ir]-— but one that gives everybody his due — ** 

How much more she would have said, in remonstrance, cannot he 
Itnown, inasmuch as Hist, partly laughing, and partly hiding her 
face in shame, put her own hand across the speaker's mouth, in a 
way to check the words. 

** You don't understand Mingo messages," x)oor Hetty, resumed 
beerslayer, "which seldom mean what lies exactly uppermost 
Hist has brought away with her the inclinations of a young Huron, 
and they want her back again, that the poor young man may find 
them where he last saw them ! Tlie Sarpent, they say, is too pro- 
mising a young warrior not to find as many wives as ho wants, but 
this .one he cannot have. That's their meaning, and nothing else, 
as I understand it." 

** They are very obliging and thoughtful^ in supposing a young 
woman can forget all her own inclinations in order to let this un- 
happy youth find his !" said 'Judith, ironically ; though her 
manner became more bitter as she proceeded. " I suppose a woman 
is a woman, let her colour be white or red ; and your chiefs know 
little of a woman's heart, Deerslayer. if they think it can ever for- 
give when wronfifed, or ever forget when it fairly loves." 

" I suppose tnat's pretty much the truth, with some women, 
Judith, though I've known them that could do both. The next 
message is to you. They say the Muskrat, as they call your 
fitther, has dove to the bottom of the lake ; that he will never 
oome up again, and that his young will soon be in want of -wig^ 
warns, if not of food. The Huron huts, they think, are betterthan 



the hxkU of yack; they wish yon to come and tiy tbem. Your 

fploiar is white, they own, but they think young women who*^ 
tved so long in the woods, would lose their way in the olearin's. 
A preat warrior among them has lately lost his wife, and he would 
Vc glad to put the Wild Rose on her bench at his fireside. As for 
the Feeble-Mind) she will always be honoured and taken care of 
jby red warriors. Your father's goods, they think, ought to go^ t0 
enxigh the tribe ; but your own prowLrty, wnioh is to include every- 
thing of a female natur', will go, like that of all wives, into th© 



lOfightha tone in which the words were uttered, had more in it 
sorrow than of anger. " Am I a girl to be an Indian's slave ?" 
"If you wmh my honest thoughts on this p'int» Judith, I shall 



^ 

answer that I don't think you'll willingly e\&[ become, any man's 
slave, red-^kin or white, x ou*re not to think hard, howsever, of 
, I.-! : *.!. T _-_-ij .•_ XT-- -ery words in 

L which I ^oi 
LS made wit]j^ 
) not told yoii 



tay bringing the message, as near as I could, in the v-ery words in 
5yhieh it was given to me. Them was the conditions on which I ^oi 
;my furlough, and a bargain is a bargain, though it is made wiUi^ 
fx vagabond. I've told you what they've said, but I've n ' ' ' ' 



what I think yon ought, one and all, to answer." 

"Ay; Itt's, hear that, Deerslaycr," put in Hurty. 
bur'osity is up on that consideration, and I should like right W( _ 
jp hear your idees oi the reasonableness of the reply. Por ray part, 
though, my own mind is pretty much settled, on the p'int of mf 
jown answer^, which shall be made known as soon as necessary.' , 
•« A«A c/v 10 «.ir,^ TT,,^!.^ ^r^ all the different heads, and on no end 

L your'n. If I was you, I should 
, . ^ 3, they don't know Harry March 4 

^e is l^^mnn; nxiJd having a white skin, he has also a white natur', 
Vhich natur'. won't let him desart females of his own race and 
gifts, in their ^eatest need. So set me down as one that wm 

g^fuse to come into your treaty, though you should smoke, a hogs*- 
ead of tobacco over it/' ^ . . • ., .. 

„\ Marojbi was a little embarrassed a.t this rebuke, which was uttered 
With sujBcjient warmth of manner, and with a point that left no 
doubt of the meaning. Had Judith encouraged him, he would 

dhav0 hesitated about remaining to defend her and her sister, 
under the circumstances, a feeling of resentment rather urged 
him to abandon them. At all events, there was not a sufficiency 
of chivalry in Hurry Harry, to induce him to hazard the safety of 
uis own person, unless he could see a direct connexion be^^een 
the probable consequences and his own interests. It is no wonder,, 
therefore, that his answer partook equally of his intention, and of 
the reliance he so boastingiy placed on his gigantic strength, whic)i 
it it did not always make him courageous, usually maxle him im* 
P.udent, as respects those with whom ne conversed, 
. " Fair words make long friendships. Master Deerslaycr,'' he saidt 
a.Jittlp menacingly. " You're but a stripling, and, you luibw by 
eiper!^^ what yon aj^e in the handa or a man« As you're m^ 
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me, but only a go-between, sent by the savages ia us Christian 
yon may tell yonr empryers that they do know Harry Marck, 
which is a proof ef their sense, aa well as his. He's human enougii 
to follow human natur', and that tells him to see the folly of one 
man's fighting a whole tribe. If females desart him, they must 
expect to be desarted by him, whether they're of his own gifts, er 
another man's gifts. Should Judith see nt to ohange her mind, 
she's welcome to my company to the river, and Hetty witli her ; 
but shouldn't she come to this conclusion, I start as soon as I thij>k 
the enemy's scouts are bennninr to nestle themselves in among 
the brush and iBaves, for me nignt." 

** Judith will not change her mind, and she does not ask your 
^eom^ny, Master Harch,*' returned the girl, with spirit. 
' ** That p'int's settled, then," resumed Deeralayer, unmoved by 
the other's warmth. ** Hurry Harry must act for himself, ana do 
that which will be nost likely to suit his own fancy^ The course 
he means to take will give him an easy race, if it don*t give 
him an easy conscience. Next comes the question with Hist— 
what say you, gai ?--will you desart your duty, too, and go 
back to the Mingos and take a Huron husband; and aU, not lor 
the love of the man you're to marry, but for the love of your own 
Boalpr 

"why you talk so to Hist?" demanded the ffirl, half offended. 
^' You t'ink a red-skin girl made like captain's lady, to laugh ai^d 
joke with any officer that come." • 

** What I think, Hist, is neither here nor there, in this matter. 
I nnist carry back your answer, and in order to do so, it is necessary 
that you should send it. A faithfid messenger gives his ar'iui, 
word for word." 

Hist no longer hesitated to speak her mind fully. In the excite- 
ment she rose ftom her bench, and naturally recurring to that 
longniage in which she expressed herself the most readily, she 
ddivered her thoughts and intentions, beautifully, and with 
dignity, in the tongue of her Own people. 

" Tell the Hurons, Deerslayer, ' she said, " that they are as 
ignorant as mdes; they don't know the wolf from the dog. 
Among my people, the rose dice on the stem where it budded; the 
tears of the child fall on the graves of its parents ; the com grows 
where the seed has been planted. The Delaware girls are ^©t 
messengers, to be sent, like belts of wampum, from tribe to tribe. 
They are honeysuckles, that are sweetest in their own woods ; 
their own young men carry them away in their bosoms, because 
they^are fragrant; they are sweetest when plucked from thtrir 
native stems. Even the robin and the marten come back, year 
after year, to their old nests ; shall a woman be less true-hearted 
than a bird ? Set the pine in the clay, and it will turn yellow ; 
the willow will not flourish on the hUl ; the tamarack is healthiest 
in the swamp ; the tribes of the sea love best to hear the winds 
that blow over the salt water. As for a Huron youth, what is he 
to a maiden of the Lenni Lenape ? He may be iloet, but her eyes 
do not follow him in the race j they look bu^k towoi-ds the lod^s 



qI tlie Dekware^.^ Be ma^r dii^ a sweet song fb^ the' girls of 
Canada, but there is no music for Wah but in the tongue she has 
listened to from childhood. Were the Huron born of the people 
that once roamed the shores of the salt lake, it would be in vain, 
unless he were of the family of Uncas. The young pine will >riie 
to be asi hi^h as any of its fathers. Wah-taUWsui has but one 
heart, and it can love but one husband.*' 

Deersiayer listened to this characteristio message, which was given 
with an earnestness suited to the feelings horn which it sprung, 
with, undisguised delight; meeting the ardent eloquenoe of the 
girl, as she concluded, with one of his on^n heart-leit, silent, and 
peculiar fits of laughter. 

" That's worth all the wampum in the woods V* he exd&imeiL 
**Tou don't understand it, I suppose, Judith; but if you'll look 
into your feeUn's, and fancy that an inimy had sent to tell you to 
give up the man of your choioe, and to take up with another that 
wasn't the man of your choice, you'll get the substance of it, I'll 
warrant I Give me a woman for ra'al eloquence, if they'll only 
make up their minds to speak what they feel. By 8peakin\ I 
don't mean chatterin', howsever ; for most of them will do that by 
the hour; but comin' out with their honest, deepest feelin's, in 
proper words. And niTw, Judith, having got the answer of a red- 
skin girl, it is tit I should get that of a pale-faoe, if, indeed, a 
dbuntenance that is as blooming as voui'n can in any wise so be 
tarmed. You are well named the Wild Rose, and so far as colour 
goes, Hettjr ought to be called the Honeysuckle.*' 

" Did this language come from one of the garrison gallants, I 
should deride it, Deerslayer ; but coming from you, I know it can 
be depended on," returned Judith, deeply gratified by his unmedi- 
tated and characteristic compliments. '* It is too soon, however, 
to ask my answer ; the Great Serpent has not yet spoken." 

•* The Serpent ! Lord ; I could carry back his speech without 
hearing a word of it ! I didn't tliink of putting the question to 
him at all, I will allow ; though 'twould oe hardly right either, 
seeing that truth is truth, and I'm bound to tell these Mingos the 
fact and nothing else. So, Chingachgook, let us hear your mind 
on this matter— are you inclined to strike across the hills towards 

our village, to give up Hist to a Huron, and to tell the chiefs at 
Lome that if they're acty ve and successful they may possibly ^et on 
the end of the Iroquois trail some two or three days after the inimy 
baa goto/ of it?" 

Like his betrothed, the young chief arose, that his answer mi||lit 
be given with due distinctness and dignity. Hist had spoken with 
her hands crossed upon her bosom, as if to suppress the emotions 
within ; but the warrior stretched an arm before him, with a calm 
enerjry that aided in giving emphasis to his expressions. 

" Wampum should be sent for wampum," he said ; ** a message 
must be answered by a message. Hear what the Great Serpent of 
the Delawares has to say to the pretended wolves from the great 
lakes tliat are howling, through our woods. They are no wolves ; 
thev are dogs that have come to get their tails and eaxa oropped by 
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the hands of the Delawares/ They are good ftt steaLiDg: yep. 
troment ]bad fttk/fepfiti^ them.' CSiiri^hffc^olc iAk€»h&oWtt^^«__ 
h6 finds it*: he«skdleate<if iio cUr from tu^ €atiadA¥* 'Ithorhvd^l 
tetid^ feefing iti 'his heoH;, itr Is 'no ^Mtint/s^ <yf i^^' iS^Po^, • Bi» 
tells it tb h<?f \rhoi<iost likeij takiww it } he Vrtll notJ hell6v ii'&i 
thfe forest fbof the eaH of those that only unAcrstiind y^Ua of imoik^ 
What passes in.his lod^e is not for the chiefs of his owfl pd&p^i» 
knotri still less ftwp' Mingo togpties-i-'" •''■- '•' • '^ ' 

*' CaH Vm Vagahondis. Sarp^tt,"' intetrtipfed 'D*ersftky«fy makA9 
tb restrain hiardelight— ** yes, juiiO cttli^eiii yi^^&'Dd^<yym tttgbWb%' 
Vblth is a voi^ easily intftrpreted, 'una themojit hsJ^MtoMklkw 
earaV'it''^ i^ trde. "Sfer^ fear in'ej FU gi^-'^ete y«tt-fteitofe*f> 
' syllhbite'ftr Wllithfe^'sneeipfor'sneef, idee foi*i(ke, s*()*falbi<W*<»»— 
tfM t*ley*de«arYeTioh^ter aty<nii'feands/-^>t(!f caU'^'dn^ 
ottc^ df t\rfce, alid that will set'the sap liotmting in; ^odi'irmii^^lud^ 
kfWtst'rtiots tiQ'the nnpenioM; hiieiilicTOs!*'* •■ = < . ■'■'- -^^ . :. • t i^jd 

**'8tift Jess f6t^ Mfigp' vdgahofads r re^UMted Ch$tfg?ftta]fg«(AiiJ^tt# 
wiHiAgiy 0<»npls4Mg Witk'his frfbrid^i' tie^tiiifelrt. ' ' '^» Teff'tto'fiUwtf 
do^ tb hoWl londer^ if they \Hsh d D^fcWtiiiB 'W &d' t^^m' te tm 
li'tDbds; ti«here'they' htirroiv' like ^fbies, instead of httatJpBr ^^ 
warriors. When they had a Delaware maiden iH theis* ^itmp, -tb^i^ 
wa^ a teiison fbt hunting tWm" tip r Irow they ti^ he forgotten, 
nnl^s ihe^ make a noise. ChitigftchgOok' ddn't ^» tfce ti^mil^ qf 
g-oin^ to his Villages for in6re wairioi^ ; he catt btrib^ ^eiv rtiwr 
ff^tay twil.: tinleSs thier hideittindet'Cli^ttnd, hef'vrtll'idlkw^it*^ 
Canadflt alone. Ife wift keep Wah-ta !- Wah iNdtkhtei lb eb^klili 
game ; they two will he Delawares enough to se«^ all the Bottom 
Mek'tO'their'owneountry;^'' *' .'.;/■ . • ' • 

•;^<That's'iitrand despatch, "as the 'oMceJs eall Hi^itf thingt^t^ 
fried Deerslayer ; " 'twill set all the Huron bl<A)d ii moHoa y inWt 
particularly that part where he teBs *ewi *Hibt, too,' wtll keep^ m 
theirh^elsjtill the/rfe^ftflrb" driVdi out'of tho egtetry; Ah-e* 
me: hig. words arn't always 'hig- deeds, iiot\wlhbibandiigT *13* 
L6M send that w6 be rfble to 'ho oiay cni6 half as go^d aswepro- 
niise tb he f ^And now, Judith, it's your t^rn *o 'sp^ak, kft thetif 
miseteknfs win Expect an fenswei^ • fr()m eaeh p^rsdn,'po5»r' Hiify^ 
perhaps, excepted/' ■ • * . ' : • ;T 

" And why not Hetty, Deerslayer? She often speatrf t»''Ui«l^tiP^ 
fosfe ;' the Indians may irespecf her wbrib, iOt th% jfeel for people 
iti hct condition." ' T 

"That is true, Judith, and quibk-thoughted iu yott-. Tlie »odJ 
i^niSr do respect misfortunes of all kinds, and Hetty's in pAftiouhM? 
Bo, Hetty, if ybn have anything to say, Til carry it to the Su3Pq«« 
as faithfoUy as if it was spoken by a sch^lAaster cr a Misbioiliiry/^' 

The girl hesitated a moment, and then she answeired it'h^f'Owd 
gentle, soft tones, as earnestly as any who had preceded Y&f* * * '> 

''The Hurons can^t understand the'differ^Ce bdw^len' v^hM 
people and themselves," she said, " or they wouldn't «i^ Jodnlk 
imd me to gD and live in their villages. God has giVen one i^ountrr 
to the red men and another to us. He meant us to liV6f Apm 
Then mother always said that We shonld sever dwell with MfflMtt 
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, .iit joaaibK .an<i! tUaf if a reason wiy we ijan't go. Thla 

kk(»i3<4urs, aoAwiO vo«*t.kaje,it* . PathejPsw^fliotherg. grave* 
«iiiai^40A eisfu -theJHTQr^t Jndiaas lova to stay near the gft^yesk 
qi!ihei^£p^f»,r iyfill,QomA a|»l 86^1^^ &gm» ifth^ wiali piOt 
ifti.9^ t6a(i«K)l^<Hi<i^ tte.bibl^tp'^i^PQ, V^t A:<jaflkt ^^tiathex'ft 

'^TIlatwul do— that will Ao, Sotty, iusta^/Wil asiif 



Ht^ 



^9^tb^ tfcapa*t,of.«iy ar*i^'d TyiQ te tarwiivated foy tie x^gSt? 
-~.Jj^t^/*iMafeste4 a, jreluctaijce. to g^v^ JiWire^ thait. hai 
%!niiii0li($iii^ 9,.Iitti§^ owriosity in- tie , ^aea^ea^* ' Judmbg! irom, Jieir 
•L, . . ^ V 1^ '' theairil, T^roiild Dq tessj tr,ue,to, 

or Hetty ^ aiid yet wre wa« 



lBw^flf»:*tiRluft}i«d n^r^ieif. &upiHwed thefj^ril, T^roiil^l)ql^« tr,u^,to, 
ner feelings and principles tha|i £|.i&i or 

'edto«pea_ 

-..-.. ,. ... ... , 1th«.pig&i3 . . ^ ,. ., .,.,-, ^ -,. 

^S«iojiA|y. jli^r WW w^re expected. Xftep^ UfLd^eq* sh« WP^^^ wfr 



jiri^blit .TiFiHf€a?iaft lof ;PWP1MW tiiat rendered h^n^ slightly wjea^y. 
fc^enwow whei^ toeeUy fequired to«peak^ B^p se^i^ed;to^|asitajh9 v 
iifdr ^.rt^jonep? }mr lip9. wtp ih«.pi>o&und.piren(?e jwW Jiert tow, 



,n"tT^ *iegmrBt«r-^.<w^ fe'st,j,Deerslayer, she <>om?ne;ape(J,.r% 
I9a4]^ tjie.i^royr^ mjerflyi-tOrOtaBge the ei^phasis-H^".Tyhat jfest 
^U^Hf^'asw^ft haro. Oft {youf fate I ,If yoju, aj:^ to t^ tftf 9^crinca, 
%i <iiu»'Spi4tA it/wpuldhft^ve tesn. potter had we all peen more war^^ 
. «S!ritai.the teiigf«age we fHW.. .wBat^theD^ia^.MWy tpiiKw'^oP'i 

^*TLord, Judith, you might as well ask^u^^ whiei^,wa3r ^^'^i^jl 
triUjbtotr ^fixi-wpm, o? ww>t yfill M ^ age pf - tjie, jie^t ctenthat 
1i5klliib^flhf)t Jft I. ^an only,j^Mr #iat.,tMr .fe«e» IpoE ai Jittl<f iJaTk' 
wo9^ m^, h^titaoesn't thuodsr i9ve?iy jtim^ahjafckcl^ud, ris)^ up^; 
iee^ I^YevyiPf^ of wind hhm up jcain- £,^Ct#t'a a a^estMrn^ tter^lWir 
»tiphino]peea»ily put' than wiswered.^ . . , r 

,tv*^rU this mcssiiLge :o£.,tho Iroquois- to ;ine,** a»swe(reil J^tt<iithj 
miitg,^ it ah9 had deter^ned on her own,Goura^ for th^ pisesent^ 
yiMjl pmw^ .^haU: he , meiij • D^eerslajer, after,, you, ^an^* - 1 . h»i^f^ 
talked together aloiie, when the others nave laid theflisolYeidowiir 

ol'pi^Q.yrnA u deeision in the xna&ner of the gir] that dispodod 
Deerslayer to comply, and this he did the more readaly as the dalay 
ci^uid^ ]prpdu^ «o ma^rial coAfiequeacesr oner way or the of^e^* The 
m^^ting'llew broke up> Hurry announcing hit resolution to leava 
m^Mi speedily. Dunng t^e hour that was suffered to intervene in 
d^derlihikt tbe daxkifefis migh(t deepen, before thofrontier-'niian took 
k¥i'dep$rtuYer the d^ei^ent individuals occupied themselves in taeir 
customiijry modes* tl^ hunter^in i>articular» . passing mostof tha 
ti$)d' in muking fur^ieu in^mries.kito tho perfection of the nne 
fiiieady inentioiaed*. 

7 (The hour of quae qoon arrived, howey^r,^ and ihen it had been 
qotermin^d thatf Hurry sh<y^ld commence hM joumej.. Instead o{ 
Mlung l|i0 »^\m ni^iiiy^ mi ^ -a £eperou» spjnt, ,tha kittle h^ 
thought it necessary to say was utterea sullenly and in coldness. 
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Resentme&f at ^liat he considered 7nditV« obetiiiaov^mM UnM 
with mortification at the career he had mn since T8acliin§r the lakei 
and, as is usual with the vulgar and narrow-mindedy he was mxs» 
disposed to reproach others with his failures than to oensfore him- 
self Judith gaye him her hand, but it was quite as much m glacU 
ness as with rep^et, while the two Delawarefe wei© not sorry tt> 
find he was leaTing them . Of the whole party, Hetty alone betrayed 
aaoLy real feeling. Bashfulness, and the -timidity of hear sex and 
character, kept even her aloof, so that Hurry enteted the oano^ 
where Deerslayer was alreadyw^ai ting for him^ be&>re ahe Tentiured 
Ueto enough to be observed. Then, indeed, the $rirl eami into th* 
ark, and approached its end ^st as the little bark waa Imnung 
from it, witti a movement so light and steady as to be almMt im* 

S^ceptible. An impulse of feeling now or^roame her timidityi and 
etty spoke. 

** Good bye, Hurry**— she called out M her sweet Toioe— ** good 
byoi dear Hurry. Take care of yourself in tiie woods, aad deB*t 
stop once till }rou reach the garrison. The .leaves on tiie trees axe 
scarcely plentier than the Hurons round the lake, and they'd ineft 
treat a strong man like you as kindly as they treat me." 

The aacendancy which March had obtained over tbis leeble^ 
xrinded, but right-thinking, and right-feeling ffirU arose from « 
\w of nature. ' Her senses had been captivated W his peiWMiiatL 
dvantaffes ; and her moral communications with him had never 
Men sumciently intimate to counteract an e£^ot that must have 
been otherwise lessened, even with one whose mind was aa. oblmae 
as her owik Hetty's instinct of rightr if such a term eaa be afH 
• plied to one ^o seemed taught by f ome kind spirit how to stwr 
her oourse with unerring accuracy between good and evil, would 
have revolted at Hurry^s character, on a thousand points, had these 
been opportunities to enlighten her; but while heooaiveraed ami 
trifled with her sister, at a distance from herself, faia perfsotion of 
form and feature had been left to produce their inflnenee upon her 
simple imagination, and naturally tender feelings, without sufiiet- 
ing by 4^e alloy of his opinions and coarseness. It is trtte,. she 
found him rough and rude ; but her father was that, and most of 
the other men she had seen ; and that which she believed to beiloaiflr 
to all of the sex, struck her less unfavourably in Hurry's eharaetitr 
than it might otherwise have done. Still, it was not abaoluiely 
love that Hetty felt for Hurry, nor do we wish so to porter it, 
but merely that awakening sensibility and admiration, whiK^ 
imdermore propitious circumstances, and always supposing no 
untoward revelations of character, on the part of the youn« man* 
had supervened to prevent it, mi^ht soon have ripenra iato that 
engrossing feeling. She felt for mm an incipient teBdeioeas, but 
scarcely any passion. Perhaps the nearest ap^roac^ to. the latter 
that Hetty had manifested, was to be seen in the aensitiveiiieas 
which had oauaed her to detect March's predilection for her sister ; 
for, among Judith's manv admirers, this was the only instanee m 
which the dull mind of t&e girl had been quickened iata an obew* 
'■^tioa of the cireumstaaoe* 
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Exutf seoBmd so liitk syvpathy at his departure, that thf 
^renetk tmei id Hetty, as slie thus oalled after him, sonnded sdioth 
mgly. He oheoked the oanoe, and with one sweep of his poirer^ 
arm bixniglit it back to the side of the ark. This was mote than 
Hetty, whose oocirafte had risen with the departure of her hero^ 
had expeoted, and sLe now shrunk timidly back at his uneJi^eoted 
jroturn. 

- " YWre a gfood gal, Hetty, andt can't quit you without ishaklngf 
kaads," said Maroh, kindly. *' Judith, after all, isn't w^ith a» 
Mvuk mB you, though she. may be a tnfle better-lookingf. As to 
wlls, if konestgr and faij-dealing with a yoUng man is a sign of 
*—"^ in a yvung woman, you*re worth a dozen Jndfths j ay. Mid 



t but 'Jviaith and ine, and it isn't right for sisters to speiak evilj 
or to hear evil of each other. Father s in the lake, and to is tho- 
ther, and we should ail fear God, for we don't know wheU we may 
4m in the lake, too/' 

. ** That sounds reaaonahle, child, as deed most you say. ' "Wett, if 
we ever meet ag'in, Hetty, you'd find a fri'nd in me, let yourslste* 
4o what'she ma<jr. I was no great iri'nd of your mother; Fll alUw, 
(tor we didn't think aUke on most p*ints ; out then your fathen 
Old Tom, amd I, fitted each other as remarkably as a buckG^thi 
garment will fit any reasonable-built man. Tve always been 
unammooB of opinion that old fioating Tom Hutter, at the bottom, 
was a good fellow, and will maintain that ag'in all inimiel^ for his 
«ake, as well as lor your'n. 

** Good bye, Hurry," said Hetty^ wto now wanted to hastfen ikf. 
young man off, as ardently as she had wished to keep Mm only 
tho moment before, though she could give no clearer nXiOCfwA 
of the latter than -of the former feeling ; " good bye. Hurry ; 
takeoave of Yourself in the woods ; dou'f halt till you reach the 
garrison. I'll read a chapter in the bible for you, before I go to 
bed, and think of you in my prayers." 

- Thas waatouiOhinga pointon which llarch had no sympiatthiss, 
and without more woids, he shook the girl cordially by the hand, 

' and Te*entered the canoe. In another minute the two adyenturers 
were a hundred leet from the ark, and half-a-dozen had not elapsod 
heibre they were completely lost to view. Hetty sighed deeply, 
and rejoined her sister and Hist. 

For some time Deerslayer and his companion paddled ahead in 
fiilenoe. It had been determined to land Hurry* at the preoise 

' point wliere ho is represented, in the commencement of our ta}^ as 
having embarked; not only as a place little likely to be waWfaod 

' bj- the Hnrons, but because he was sufficiently familiar with the 
aigns of the woods, at that spot, to thread his way through tbem in 
tad dark. Thither, then, the light craft proceeded, being lEtfged 
as dilisently, and as swiftly, as two vigorous and skilful canoe men 
oonld fofee their little vessel through, or rather owTy the water. 
Less than a quarter of an hour sufficed for the object; and, ftt the 



en<{ of ihttt time, being TdtMn the sloilovs ol tlie'.G&bie^>iMbo 
quite dear the point they «o«[ght» eaek ceased im cfiortft fat { 
oifder to i»ake' their portmgr comikuiniosU&o&s <bit ^moikotoi^itaijy^ i 
stragffler who might happen to be in the neighbourhopd. . .«, 

** You mil do well to persuade tke officen at the g am aoa ta l^d 
out a party ag'in these Tagabonds, iis soon as ^ofi -git tHr HuDCjr,'' i} 
DeerslayercomiBttticed ; *' and you*ll do btttoc if yon Trinnteeni#> - 
guide it up yourself. You know the paths, and the fihafe^ol tjberj 
laiDe» andtbeimtur'- of tiue land, andcaXL-d)ilbettear>liialira.is<}m- 
mon, g«neiraltzing feont. "Strike at 4^ Kusoa etaDtxpt^ae^%BA** 
fottow the ^igns that will then: ahonr tkelnsehret. A tfewTl0«k^ 9ii'i 
thehntaaod the «rk -will -satisfy yvu as Ib.tbe fitatSvof ithe-2)!^»«:l 
wore and tiie wdmeii^ Audvei? aoiT iate>. theee-lLbD a fi3ie)«|ifxn^-f j 
Tiity io fall on: thelMBCDitrtilv nua ttK indkes aiutarki on tim»«ni(f«;o 
ries of the blackguards that they'll /in lapt- to '^tflrry<'«T9iiblVff»'«.i 
lQii9iitt&: Itwvtt^tW likely to make n»ioh/^ifreitenfi&>tri&/Ait!, 
since that matterwdllhe di^kBokahitd efere Ito^mbnf^ 
bui it may make a goeait (dumga in Jodith eai Me^^hvfitB lAna 
pnospeets!" . . .. ; ; }/ /.. tt 

''And'osforyoiorsel^ lTathaBiei»!' Smxy inquired^ ^tii xttofe-: 
interestthan he was accnst(»ied to betraT in tiie wei&jre4>£otb^ra ; 
-^** and 08 for yourself^ what do you tfaini: is likely t» tamup?" • ..' 

^Tfae Lord, m his wisdom, only can tdl» Hienry Mtairch!. Thd* 
clouds look black and tlnreatening* and I keep my mindvin a*8(batei. 
to meet the worst. Vcn^efol iSeelin's ore uppermost in the hoarftsi^ 
of tJiie Mingos, and any little disapp'inttnent about theplunder^ or i 
the prisoners,' or Hist« may make the torments sdrtain. Tha LQffd» \ 
in his wisdom, oan only detarmine my firte» or yonr'n r' 

'* This is a block buainiessi and ougiht to be pat a stop to; insomd *^ 
way or ether/' answered fLairy, con&un^ng tha disdnotaona be*- r 
tween right and wrong|raa is ntsual with selfish- and "vulgar meia*/-' 
*' I heartily wish, old Mutter and I had scalped erecy oreatar' ill 
their camp, the night we iirst landed with tluat capital ol^eot I Had' t 
yon not held back, Deerslayer, it migiit have been donib ; lihexk;yQni ; 
wouldn't ka¥8 &und yonrsekf, at the Idst moment^ iniiia dast^ttate j 
cimditioia T»u mention«^^ ••..... ^ 

" 'Tw^d hare been better had yousoid, yen Wfish^d you ind. : 
neyer attempted to do what il little becomes any'^hite man^Sgiifta : 
to undertake ; in which ease, not aioly might wanaVe kept inim 
corainf to bk)WB, but Thomas Hutter would imw have been livioQ^ 
and the hearts of the aarages would bo less: giseki to . vengeanoe. 
The death of that yoaag woman; teo^ was onoalled for> Hensy 
March^ and ieavea a heavy load on our names^ if not oar eiir «te*- 
sciences r' 

Thia was so apparent, and it seemed so obriout to Hnxry Mmaeh^ ' 
at the moment, that he dashed his paddle into the water,: uad 
began to urge the oanoe towards the snore, as if bent only tm ran*> 
iing awai^ irom his own lively remorse. His compaxnon hnnuwNtd- 
this ferensh desire for change, and, in a mimtte or tvn^ ilre bevs>/ 
of the boat ^ated lightly on the ahingle of the beadi. Xo lud» t 
ahffiulder lua paok and tiflok axd.ta 9fA «Ady he Jus flssDoii^i 



o(te|^{ed Burr:!^ Uit «a iiKitaiit,' and unih ft ffrQwling: -ft^ttt Hoi > 
Ltd aii^tfiy coih'jiaioed hb maxoh^ when a tuddea inmi^ o£ htU ^^ 
iiffi Inr^gol liim to a^lead stop» and immediately after to tA«r other'ft ,> 
aide, • \ii • i - v^ 

*^^ iToti oaanot meaai to give jouxsclt up agr^ia to iheai laurdeniiig: 
aaYaspeSt'Dderdlaywrt" he saidr quite as moeh in:aiigpyremoii«io 
sMnoe a» witfa geileroaa leleliingf. ' *VXwonld b9 th«<aet of a iiuid<*( l 
iEttB'oi>a>|aolT'- " • / . . .,:■:.. -^ 

'^Thera^s -Uieant that thiiiks it madness to' keep their ^vToods^ and I 
tl^ff^s'^dm' ithat domfty Hiufy Harr^; You may be osci.od; the imtid 
bat Faft'dne of &e iaaf. Ko Tdd*&ia bbeathing' diiall haTie it ia i 
his:faoirer' td eay; tiiat a ^{08:0. nn^djs his 'irord.moDe- thaaob a .maiv t 
of mnt^Kocdi and white ^ifts^ in (uny tfainir that eonsarns me^ <. I'm fr 
ont fsoim fixl*laagb, ' andif I'ts sttength' and seafiUa^ If U- gtt in^ >aiv a t 
fifflettrhaford^.TMontD-njorroPW'r^ ■ * ! 1. - h 

*^ iW-drat^tfttn Indian^or « wdd paasedr an » fnrbiigh'talaffliiiremkl 
oielttnftsilihe'thfHnjthathaTietieitheir'Boialfl^^^^ *. :\\ > i-i 

^fjf tii^v!e|90tueitii8ricails!naT muufifi^ Jytm and. I hananbothvi 
Harry March, and one is accountable for the other. This fark>ngbv{ 
iai^'miAi ad you; seem io thinfa, 'a uxatter altogbtibeFatwd^aitieaud 
tbo Mfngos, Beeing it 16 a solemn hargraia utweennia and-Gtd; He* r 
who' thinks that he oon sa^r what he pteases^ in his ' distress^ -and • 
thail^twiliall'^aas£o]ibothingv because 'tb ntter^d-in the forest, 
asdinta red mes'a ears, khdws little of his aitaation, and hopes/ 
attd' wants* The words axe said to th« earo of the Almighty. The ' 
ai> is his breath, and the light of liie fiun ia little. ntoreiShan a 

fliinea of his eye« £%x«weU, Harry; we maiy xttitimeet^ag'in; but' 
would wish youneyep to tueat a furkngh, ^or any other solemn- • 
tfaitffit'that your Ohmtiaii God has been eallsd 4nk to> witness, old a 
datysoi light that it may be forgotten aooording to the wiants of the * 
bo^J^^'DV ei^en aoeording to the cravings of the spirit.*' 

ilLaf^ was now glad agaiii to escape. It 'w&s qaite impossible* 
tliit>hd oonld -enter intotlie sentinients that 'ennobled hia eom-** 
panian, and he bseke away fccmi: both with an impatientd that / 
catlied him eeioretily to oninerthB fbdiy thiat coidd indnoe ai inan to 7 
rush, as it were^ on his own destruction. Deerslayer, on thei oon** i 
trary^ numii^sted no tuQi esoitenient. Stistadned by has {)rtnoiplet3, 
udSdKible in the purpose of aeting np to them, and: superior to any ' 
nittanly apprehension, he regarded oil before him as a matter of ; 
OQ!cane» and no more thought of makitag any tmworthv attempt to < 
avoid it, than a Mufiaolraan thinka of eounteracting the decrees of 
P^videnoe. He stood oolmly on the shore, laateping to the reoklesd 
tread with which Hniry betrayed hid pxiogresa tiBron^h the bushea, ' 
shook his head in dissatisfaction at the want of caution, and tiien . 
stei^ped i^uietiy into his oanoe. Before he drop^ the paddle i^ain 
infto the water, the young man jgazed about turn at tiie soeae pee- . 
seoted by the stav^lit night. Thia was the spot where he had first 1 
laid biae788 on the beautiful sheet of water on wineh hefloated^ Ifit « 
wan then ^lifkms in the bright liaht of summer's noen>«tide, it was ' * 
notir sad cmd . melanoholy nnder the shadowt of nights The moun* 
taaBK nse wtovaii it, liin black baniexs I»«zn]iid6 tha outer ipatldy. ; 
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and the I'leafms of pale light that rested on the hrooder porta of tba 
btisin, were no had sy^mhols of the faintness of the hope» that werv 
BO dimly visible iu his own future. Sighing heavily, he pushed the 
canoe from the land, and took his way back, with steady diligeiicey 
towarda the ark and the castle. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

* Thy secret plessnres turned t6 open dMlii»| 
Thy primta fewitkig to a puUie oust ; 
Thy smoothing titles to a ragged name ; 
Thy sngar'd tongue to btttw wormwood taste ; 
Thy violent yanmes can never last.*'— JSope ^XtieVM^* . 

JtTDiTH was waiting the return of Deerslaver, on the platform, with 
stifled impatienoe, when the latter reached the hut. Hist and 
Hetty were bot^ in a deep sleep, on the bed usually occupied by 
the two daughters of the nouse, and the Delaware was stretched on 
the floor of the adjoining room, his rifle at his side, and a blanket 
over him, already dreaming of the events of the last few days. 
There was a lamp burning in the ark ; for the family was accus- 
tomed to indulge in this luxury on extraordinary occasions^ and 
possessed the means, the vessel being of a form and material to 
1 ender it probable it had once been an occupant of the chest. 

As soon as the girl rot a 'glimpse of the canoe, she ceased her 
hurried walk up and down the platform, and stood ready to receive 
the young man, whose return she had now been anxiouslv expecting 
for some time* She helped him to fasten the canoe, ana bv aiding 
in the oilier litde similar employments, manifested her desire to 
reach a moment of liberty as soon as possible, '^en this was 
■done, in answer to an inquiry of bds, she informed him c^ ^e 
manner in which their companions had disposed of themselves. He 
listened attentively, for the manner of the girl was so earnest and 
impressive as to apprise him that she had something on her mind 
of more likanoommon concern. 

"And now, Deerslayerj" Judith continued, "you see I have 
lighted the lamp, and put it in the cabin of the ark. That is never 
done with us, unless on great occasions, and I consider this night 
as the most important of my life. Will you follow me and see wnat 
I have to show you— hear what I have to say ?" ^ 

The himter was a little surpiised; Imt making no ohjjectlons, 
both were soon in the scow* and in the room that contamed the 
light. Here two stools were placed at the side of the chest, wiA 
the lamp on another, and a table near by to receive the different 
articles as they mi^ht be brought to view. This arrangement had 
its rise in the ferensh impatienoe of the girl, which could brook no 
delay that it was in ha power to obviate. Even all the padlocks 
were removed, and it onl:ir remained to raise the heavy lid^ and to 
expose the treasures of this long-secreted hoard. 

•• I see, in part, what all this means,*' observed Deerslayer, •*ye8, 
I see tfarougn it, in part. But why is not Hetty present ; ^i^ow 
Thomas Hatter is gone, she is one of the owners of tkese cur'osiSei^ 
and ought to see them opened and handled.** 
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** Hetty sleeps/* answered Judith, hastily. Hapiwly for her, fine 
clothes and nehes have no charms. Besides, she has this night 
given her share of all that the chest may hold to me, that I may do 
with it as I please/' 

" Is poor Hetty composs enough for that. Judith ?" demanded tho 
just-mmded young man. " It's a good rule, and a righteous one, 
never to take when those that ^ive don't know the valie of their 
rifts ; and such as Qod has visited heavily in their wits, ought to 
be dealt with as carefully as children that haven't yet come to their 
understandings." 

Judith was burt at this rebuke, coming £rom the person it did ; 
hut she would have felt it far more keenly, had not her conscience 
fully acquitted her of any unjust intentionfi towards her feeble* 
minded, out confiding sister. It was not a moment, however, to 
betray any of her usual mountings of the spirit, and she smothered 
the passing sensation in the desiiB to oome to the great objeet she 
had in view. 

" Hetty wiU not be wronged," fehe mildly answered ; ** she even 
knows not only what I am about to do, Deerslayer, hut tohy I do it. 
So take your seat, raise the lid of the chest, and this time we wlfl 
go to the bottom. I shall be disappointed if something is not foun4 
to tell us more of the history of Thomas Hutter and my mother." 

" Why Thomas Hutter, Judith, and not your father ? The dead 
ought to meet with as much reverence as the living I" 

•* I have long suspected that Thomas Hutter was not my father, 
though I did think he might have been Hetty's ; but now we know 
he was the father of neither. He acknowledged that much in his 
dying moments. I am old enough to remember better things than 
we have seen on this lake, though they are bo feiintly impressed on 
my memory, that the earlier part of my life seems lite a dream." 

" Dreams are but miserable guides when one has to detarmine 
about realities, Judith," returned the other, admonidiingly. ** Fancy 
nothing, and hope nothing on their account; thoughi I ve known 
chiefs that thought 'em useful." 

** I expect nothing for the future, firwn them, my good friend, but 
• cannot help remenAeritag what has been. This is idle, however, 
when half an hour of explanation may tell us all, or eyen more 
than I want to know." 

Deerslayer, who comprehended the girl's impatience, now took 
his seat, and proceeded once more to raise the dinerent articles that 
the chest contained from their places. • As a matter of course, all 
that had been previously examined, were found where they had 
been last deposited ; and they excited much less interest or com- 
ment, than when formerly exposed to view. Even Judith laid aside 
the rich brocade with an air of indiffferenoe,for she had a far higher 
aim before her, than the indulgence of yanity, and was impatient 
to come at the still hidden, or rather unknown, treasures. 

** All these we have seen before," she said, ** and will not stop 
to open. The bundle under your hand, Deerslayer, is a fresh one: 
that we will look into. Gt>d send it may eontain something to teU 
poor Hetty and myself who we really aie T' 
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. **Ay,lf 89fn^ bundles e^nld speak, they migllt f^ Vdnfe 
sbcrets/' returned the youngr man, deliberately undoli«\the'Mu 
of anottier yieoe^of eoarse eanvas, in order to come at i&^.eqiij|»i)is 
of the roll that lay on his knees; though this doesn't seem,lo:I)e 
one of that family, seeing *tis neither more not less fh^ii asorf of 
flag; though of what nation, it passes my Tamin' to w." /'' * 

"That flag must have some meaning to it,**' Judim iixmfifms 
iflterposed. " Opea it >ider, Deerslayer, that we inaj ;pee* fiie 
colours." " ^ ' . '/. ' 

" Well, I pity the ensign tliat has to shoulder thi^ ^^dtH, to& p. 
parade it dhout in the fields Wh^, 'tis large ^ongh, JHidititL ,fo 
mbke a dosea of thom colours the King's officers set so inudli^s^CK^ ' 
by. These em be no ensign's colours, but a gineralVi" ' ' •'•-'-' 

/' A ship mi^t carry it, Deerslayer ; and ships,! kiJo#^ d2r tb^ ' 
such things. Have you ne^r heard any fearfhl stories ttbpui . 
Thomas £uitt^s having once been concerned with the peoplfBthey^ 
cadlbuocanee»>" *! ' ' 

" Buok*ttnd.near ! Not I-HUot I-*-I never heatd 4M iWant 
as good at a buck for oflj or near by. Hurry Hairy 'Sid' ft^, 
something about its being supposed that he had fon^dV,' iii;s 
way or other, dealings with sartain sea-robbers; but, jLiOoedL'^d 
it can't surely give you any satisfaction to make out that &^'|ii yoti^ ; 
mother's own husband, though he isn't your father/* ' -'^-^ '" •* 

" Anything will give me satisfaction that tells me whbT^/i 
helps to explain the dreams of childhood. My mol3ier's husb^d 
Yes, he must have been that, though why a woman like liter '^ir 
have chosen a man like him, is more than mortal t^ason can ez;^i ^' 
You never saw mother, Deerslayer, and cant feel the vast, i 
difference there was between them r' , -. 

'* Such things do happen, howsever ;— yes, they dbhappenj 1B6ti^'' ' ' 
why Providence lete them come to pass, is more than I undecsi^ncL / 
I've knew the f 'orccst watriors with the gentlest wiyes of any ia * 
the tvibe, and awful scolds fall to the lot of Indians flt'tt) b^ . ' 
missionaries." ' \ ' '/'^ 

" That wad not it, Deerslarrer; that was not it..' Oh ! if ft sh^rfiFa: . ^ 
prolre that— no; I' cannot wish she should not have been his Jv^e S' 
at all. I%at no daughter can wish for her own mother! W ^' ' 
now, and let us see what the tiquare-looking bundle holds.'*' 

Deerslayer complied, atnd he found that it contained a smaQ 
trunk of pretty workmanship, but fastened. The next point wad, 
to find a key; but search proving inefiectual, it was determined to' 
force the lock. This Deemayer soon eflected by the aid of an iron 
instromentk and it was found that the interior was nearly filled 
with papers. Many were letters; some fragments of manu^pts, -| 
memorandums, aecounts, and other similar documents. The hawk y 
does not pounce upon the chicken with a more sudden swoop, than 
Judith sprang forward to sei^se this mine of hitherto concealed ^ 
knowled^. Her education, as the reader will have perceived, was ' 
far superior to her situation in life, and her eye glanced over pag0 '' 
aft» page of the letters, with a readiness that her schooling supi' ' 
pHedt and with aaavkwthftiKiiid its origin ia her ibelings. At -" 



firal;» H y^^ efvide'Jit tl^at the gdrl ^-as gratifiedi and* wo nay tidd. 
-wStb reosoi^; tqv tb& letters, written, by vCesHiles, in liwooence and 
affection, V^re of a cliaracter to cause ter to feel proud of those- 
with wlioin she had every reason fo think she was.olosely conBected 
hf thp ties of Mood. Zt Joes not conie within the scope of our plan to • 
glre morie of these epistles, however, than a genaral idea of their" • 
contents;. »nd* this will best be done by describing the effect lihoy 
produced on th^, maimer, appeara^ce^ aind feeling, of her who wqb c 
80 6agerly perusing them. ' 

It Jks p^^n said, already, that Jadit^ was mu^h gratified tf ith 
tA0 'Uitef^^ imt Jfot met her ey?/ !fhey contained the eorre- . 
spondence, .^f ^h anectionate and intelligent mother to on absent '. 
daii^hter, with such allusions to thp answers as serviedy in w great > 
lngas^r^ 1» W «.P the vacuum lefji by tho replies. • They ]v^re not 
without ^dmonitmns and waarnings, i^wev^r^ and Judith f<ilt the : 
blgodinoiuxting.toj^ejrtempks, ai^da-cold shiiddetr sueeoeding, as t' 
she read one in which the propriety of the daughter's indulging itt > 
as^nmph .intiQ)jac|yi ^ had evidentlj been described in one of the 
d^U^nJt^^s own. letters, with an omoer *Sf ho canjjo feom Exwope, .^ 
and who could hardly be supposed to wish to form an honouraoJe \ 
connexion in America," was rather coldly commented on by the r 
mother., What rendered it singular, was the fact tiat the signa- *. 
tures had been carefully .cut from every one of these letters, and 
-vrherev^ a name occurred in the body of the epistles, it hod been 
erised'with so much diligence, as to render it impossible to read it. ' 
Thoy hadall been enclosed in envelopes, according to the fashion < 
of the age, and not an address either was to be found. Still, the i 
letters liemselves had been religiously pres<>ryed, and Judith f 
thought she could discover traces of tears jemaining on several. ' 
She now; remembered to have seen the little trunk in nor mothar's 
keepingvpseviously to her death, and she supposed it had first been >^ 
depositea in the chest* along with the other, forgotten, or concealed I 
object^ wjie^^ the letters could ^oloi^ger co^itrioAte to ih^t paj:eat'» : 
gnef or happiness. . . t 

li^^xt pamt another buix^l^jr^d t|ie>o were filled idtb the ncotos- 
tation^ of love^ written with iassibn certainly,, but' also with that i 
deceit which men so often think it justifiable to use to the mother sex. 
Judith had shed tears abundantly over the first packet, but now ^ 
she (^It a jsentiment of indignation and j)ride better sustaining her. 
Her hand shook, however, and cold shivers again passed through. * 
her frame, as she discovered a few points of strong resemblance 
between these letters and some it had been her own fate to receive. 
Once, indeed, she laid the packet down, bowed her head to her 
knees, and seemed nearly convulsed. All this time Deerslayer sat 
a silent but attentive observer of everything that passed. Aa . 
Judith read a letter, she put it into his nands to hold» until she 
could peruse the next; but this seemed in no degree to enlightea 
her companion* as he was totally unable to read. IS'evertheless, lie 
was not entirely at fault in discovering the passions that were con- • 
tending in the bosom of the fair preature by his side, and, as occa- 
sional sentences escaped her in murmiuiBv he W90 nearer iko truth* 



i84 TBK BBEB8LA.TBB 

in Ids diTinations «r eoi^ectiires, tiian {he strl voold lunw tmn 

•IpLeased at disooyermgr. 

Judith had commenoed with the earliest letters, luckily for a 
feady oomprehensioii of the tale they told ; for they wure carefully 
arranged m chrouological order, and, to any one who would take 
the trouble to peruse them, would have revealed a sad hktory of 
gratified passion, coldness, and, finally, of aversion. As she ob- 
tained the elue to their import, her patience could not admit of 
delay, and she soon got to glancing her eyes over a page, by way 
of coming at the trutn in the briefest manner possible. By adofyting 
tills ezpedi^t, one to which all who are eager to anire at results^ 
without encumbering themselves with detaus, are so apt to resort, 
Judith made a rapid progress in this melancholy revelation of her 
mother's failings and punishment. 8he saw that the peiiod of her 
own birth was distinctly referred to, and even learned that the 
homely name tAie bore was given her by the father of whose person 
she retained so faint an impression as to resemble a dream. This 
name was not obliterated from the text of the letters, but stood as 
if nothing was to be gained by erasing it. Hetty's birth was men* 
tioned once, and in tnat instance the name was the mother's; but 
ere this period was reached came the signs of coldness, shadowing 
forth the desertion that was so soon to follow. It was in this stage 
of the correspondence that her mother had recourse to the plan of 
oopving her own epistles. They were but few, but were eloquent 
with the feelings of blighted affection, and contrition. Judith 
sobbed over them, untU again and again she felt compelled to lay 
them aside, from sheer physical inability to see, her eyes being 
literally^ obscured with tears. Still she returned to the task, with 
increasing interest, and finally succeeded in reaching the end of 
the latest communication that had probably ever passed between 
her parents. 

All this occupied fully an hour; for near a hundred letten wero 
glanced at, and some twenty had been «iosely read. The troth 
now shone clear upon the acute mind of Judith, so feur as her own 
' birth and that of Hetty were concerned. She sickened at the con- 
viotion, and, for the moment, the rest of the world seemed to be eat 
off from her, and she had now additional reasons for wishing to 
pass the remainder of her life on the lake, where she had already 
eeen so many bright and so many sorrowing days. 

There yet remained more letters to examine. Judith found 
these were a eorrespondenoe between her mother and Thomas 
Hovey* The originsUs of both parties were carefully arranged, 
letter and answer, side by side ; and they told the earlv history of 
the connexion between the ill-assorted pair far more plainly man 
Judith wished to learn it. Her mother made the advances towards 
a marriage, to the surprise, not to say horror, of her daughter; and 
she actually found a relief when she discovered traces of what 
struck her as insanity, or a morbid disposition, bordering on that 
dire calamity, in tho earlier letters of that ill-idted womau. The 
answers ot Hovey were coarse and illiterate, though they manifested 
a «uffident desire to obtain the hand of a woman of suftikr pet- 
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Mlial ftttrattiiKttS^ifid wltofie ^eafc- etror he waa vilUng to oyerlook, 
for the advantage of possessing one, every iray so mueh his suye* 
nor, laid who, it also appeared, was not altogether destitute of 
moBey. The renudnder of this part of the eorrespondenoe was 
hrief ; asd it was soon oo&iined to a few communibations on busi- 
nesfi, in which the miserable wife hastened the absent husband in 
Jhis preparations to abandon a world whieh there -was sufficient 
reason to think was as dangerous to one of the parties as it was 
.dkarreeahle to the other. But a single expression had escaped her 
inotW, by whioh Judith could get a due to the motiTes that had 
induted htr to marry HoYe:^, or Hutter; and this she found was 
that* feeling of resentment which so often tempts the injured to inflict 
wrongs on th^nselves, by way of heaping ooals on the heads of 
those through whom they have suffered. Judith had enough of the 
spirit of mat mother to comprehend this sentim^JLt, and for a 
moment did she see the exceedioR folly which pcmdtted such re- 
Tfjurefttl feelings to get the ascendency. 

^^Skore, what may be called the histormal part of the papers 
ceased. Among the loose fragments, howcTer^ was an old news- 
paper that contained a proclamation oaring a reward for the 
AMjrehension of certain freebooters by name, among which was that 
ot Thomas Hoyey. The attention of the girl was drawn to the 
proclamation and to -this particular name^ by the circumstance that 
black lines had been drawn under both, in ink. Nothing eke was 
found among the papers that could lead to a discovery of either the 
name or the place ot residence of the wife of Hutter. All the dates, 
signatures, and addresses, had been cut from the letters, and 
wherever a word occurred in the body of the oommunications, that 
might furnish a due, it was serupulously erased. Thus Judith 
iormd eijl her hopes of ascertaining who her parents were, defeated, 
and she was obliged to fall back on her own resources and habits 
for everything connected with the future. Her recollection of her 
mother's manners, conversation, and sufferings, iiUed up many a 
(i^p in the hist<^cal faets she had now discovered ; and me truth, 
in its outlines, stood sufficiently distinct before her, to take away 
all desire, indeed, to possess any more details. Throwing herself 
back in her seat, she simply desired her companion to Mish the 
examination of the other articles in the chest, as it might yet con* 
tain something of importance 

'* I'll do it, Judith ; I'll do it,*' returned the patient Deerslayer ; 
" but if there's many more letters to read, we diall see the sun 
ag'in, afore you've got through with the readinff of them ! Two 
good hours have you been lookingat them bits of papers !" 

"They tell me of my parents, Deerslayer, and nave settled my 

Elans for life. A girl may be excused who reads about her own 
ither and mother, and that too for the first time in her life. I am 
sorry to have kept you waiting." 

"Never mind me, gal; never mind me. It matters little whether 
I sleep or watch; but, though you be pleasant to look at, and ore 
8o handsome, Judith, it is not altogether agreeable to sit so long to 
hvkd^ Ymi shedding t«ass. I know that tears don't lull, and that 
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some people are bettar for shedding a few, bow asd tben, esBewl^ 
women ; out I'd rather see you smile, at any time, JudiUi, tlian wb 
you weep.*' 

This gallant speech was rewarded with a sweet, though a melaa* 
cholv smile; and then the girl again desired her comiMuiiofa to 
ilnish the examination of the chest. The bearch necessarily eon* 
iiaued some time, during which Judith collected her thoughti, a&4 
regained her composure. She took no part in the seavoh, leaving 
everything to the young man, looking listlessly, heradf, at the 
different Eurticles that came uppermost. Nothing further of mueh 
interest, or value, however, was' found. A sword or two, such as 
were then worn by gentlemen, some buckles oi silver, or so riddy 

Slated as to ai»>ear silver, and a few handsome articles of femaje 
ross, composed the principal discoveries. It struck both Juditk 
and the Deerslayer, notwithstanding, that some of these thingt 
i^igkt be made useful in effecting a negotiation with the Iroquois, 
t hough the latter saw a difficulty in the way that was not so appa- 
rent to the former. The conversation was first renewed in. eon- 
nexion with this point. 

'* And now, Deerslayer," said Judith, *' we mav talk of younelf, 
and of the means of gettii^ vou out of the hands of the HnroofiF. 
Any part, or all of what you have seen in the chest, will be cheer- 
fully given by me and Hetty, to set you at liberty, * 

'* Well, thafs ginerous— yes, 'tis downright iree^hearted, asd 
free-handed, and ginerous. This is the way with womm; when 
they take up a friendship, they do nothing by halves, but are as 
willing to part with their pronerty, as if it had no valie in their 
eyes. Howsever, while I thans: you both, lust as mudb. as if Hia 
bargain was made, and BivoioaK, or any of the other Yoaahoa^ 
was here to accept and dose the treaty, there's two jorincipslxeaaoas 
why it can nev#r come to pass, which mav be as well tdd at (aLoe» 
in order no onfJcely expectations may be raised in you^tv anj 
onjustifiable hopes in me." 

** What reason can there be, if Hetty and I are wiHing ta pait 
with the trifles for your sake, and the savages are willing to leoeiw 
them?" 

** That's it, Judith— you've got the idees, but they're a little octt 
of their places, as if a hound should take the bade ard instead of 
the leading scent. That the Min^os will be willing to receive tBesar 
things, or any more like 'em, you may have to oSer, is probable 
enough ; but whether they'll pay valie for 'em, is quite anol^r 
matter. Ask yourself, Judith, if any one should send yoa a xneft* 
sage to say that, for such or such a price, you and Hetty nti^'t 
have that chist and all it holds, whether you d think it wortii your 
while to waste many words on the bargain V* 

"But this chest and all it holds, are already ours; there is »» 
reason why we should purchase what is already our own.*' 

"Just so the Mingos calculate! They say the chist is theisv 
already ; or, as good as theirs, and they'll not thank anybody iof 
the key." 

" I understand you, Deerslayer; surely we are yet in posscssiop 
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tf ike lako; imd we (ma keep TMpsse^sion of it, tintil Hitfry sends 
troops to drive off the enemy. 'This we stay oertainly do, provided 
you will stay with us, instead of going back and giving yourself up 
a prisoner, again, as you now seem determined on." 

** That Hurry Harry should talk in this way, is nat'raJ, and- 
aoeordin^. to the gifts of the man. He knows no better, and there- 
ftffe, he IS little fikoly to feel, or to aet any better; but, Judith, I 
put it to your heart and oonsoaence, — ^would you, oottld you think 
of me as favourably, as I hope and believe you now do, was- 1 to 
forget mv furlough and not go back to the camp?" 

-. To think more fayourablv of you than I now do, Deerslayer, 
ifonld net be easy; imt I might c<mtinue to think a« favourably— 
at least it seems so — I hope I could ; for a world wouldn't tempt 
me to let you do anything that might ohange my real oipinioa of • 
jou." 

" Theo don't try to ^itice me to overiook my furlough, gal I A 
furlough is a sacred thing among warriors, and men tbat carry 
their lives in tkeir hands, as we of the forests do; and what tu 
grievous disappointment would it bo to old Tamcnund, and to 
Uneos, the ismer of tha 8arpent, and to my other fri'nds in the 
tribe, if I was so to disgraee myself, cm my very first war-path } 
This yo»wiU pairceive, moreover, Judith, is without laying any 
stress on nat'ral gi^ and a white man's duties, to say nothing of 
Q&BMiien6e. The last is king with me, and I try never to dispute 
his orders/' 

. " I believe you axe right, DeerslayGr," returned the girl« after a. 
little refleetion, and in a saddened voioe; ** a man like yo«, ought 
not to aet as tiie seHsh and dishonest would be ai^ to aet ; you 
must, indeed, go back. We will talk no more of this, then ; should 
i persuade you to anything for which you would be sorry hereafter* 
my own regret would not be less than yours. You shall not have 
it to say, Judith ■ , I scarce know by what name to call myself* 
now }" 

: ''And why not^why not, gall Children take the names of 
tbeir parents, nat' rally* and by a sort of gift, like ; and why 
shoul&'t you and Hetty do, as others have done afore ye? Hutter- 
yin» the oM man's name, and Hutter should be the name of his 
darters ;--at least nntii you are givai away in lawful and holy 
vedlook." 

/ " I am Judith, and Judith only," returned the girl, positively: 
'! until tho law gives me a right to another name. Nevcf will I 
use that of T>pn ift<y Hutter again; nor, with my consent, shall 
Hetty! Hutter was not his own name, I find; but had he a 
^oeand rights to it, it would give none to me. He was not my 
father, thank heaven ; though I may have no reason to be proud of 
Um that MS.'" 

"This is strange," said Deerslayer, looking steadily at the ex« 
o^ed girl, anxious to know more, but unwilling to inquire into 
matters that did not properly concern him; "yes, this is very 
strange and onoommonl Thomas Hutter wasn't Thomas Hutter, 
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and Ms darters weren't Yds darters ! Who, t1ien» ootild Thomas 
Hutter be, and who are hia darters }*' ' 

*• Did yon never hear anything whispered against the former life 
of this person, Deerslayer?" demanded Judith. '*Fasamg, as I 
did, for nis child, such reports reached even me." 

" I'll not deny it, Judith; no, I'll not deny it. Sartain things 
have been said, as I've told you ; but I'm not very credible as to 
reports. Young as I am, I've lived long enough to I'am thepe*s 
two sorts of characters in the world. Them that is 'amed by dee^*, 
and them that is 'amed by tongues ; and so I prefer to see and 
judge for myself, instead or letting every jaw that chooses to wa^ 
become my j udge. Hurry Harry spoke pretty plainly of the whole 
family, as we journeyed this-a-way; and he did hint something 
oonsaming Thomas Hutter's having been a free-liver on the watt*, 
in his younger days. By free-liver, I mean that he made free to 
live on other men s goods." 

" He told you he was a pirate— there is no need of mindllg 
matters between friends. Read that, Deerslayer, and yon will sfee 
tluit he told you no more than the truth. This Thomas Hovey was 
the Thomas Hutter you knew, as is seen by these letters." 

As Judith spoke, with a flushed cheek and eyes dazzling with ^e 
brilliancy of excitement, she held the newspaper towards her com- 
panion, pointing to the proclamation of a Colonial governor, ali^ady 
mentioned. 



" Bless you, Judith !" answered the other,4angMng ; " ywi miglit 
as well asK me to print that— or, for that matter, to wrife it. Hy 
edication has been altogether in the woods; the only book I pmw. 



or care about reading, is the one which God has opened afore Ull 
his creatur's, in the noble forests, broad lakes, roilmg rivers, blue 
skies, and the winds, and tempests, and sunshine, and other gloTMlis 
marvels of the land ! This book I can read, and I And it fufi 'of 
wisdom and knowledge." ^ 

" I crave your pardon, Deerslayer,** said Judith earnestly, more 
abashed than was her wont, in finding that she had, inadTertentty. 
made an appeal that might wound her companion's pride. " I bad 
forgotten your manner of life, and least ot all did 1 wish to K9rt 
your feelings." - 

" Hurt my feelin's !— why ilionld it hurt my feelin's to ask me' to 
read, when I can't read ? rm a hunter— and I may now begin to 
say a warrior, and no missionary; and, therefore, books and papers 
are of ilo account with such as I. Ko, no, Judith," and here the 
young man laughed cordially; "not even for wads, seeing that 
your true dcerkiller al\vays uses the hide of a fa'an, if he's got oho, 
or some other bit of leather suitably prepared. There's some that 
do say, all that stands in print is true ; m which case, I'll own an 
nnl'amed man must be somewhat of a loser ; nevertheless, it can't 
be truer than that which God has printed with his own hand, in 
the sky, and the woods, and the rivers, and the springs." 

" Well, then, Hutter, or Hovey, was a pirate ; and being no 
&ther of mine, I cannot wish to call him oa^ His name shaJI iio 
longer be my name." 
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"Itjoa dislike the name of that man» tliere'd tbe laame of your 
mother, Judith. Her name may serve you just as good a turn." 

"14) not know it. I[ve looked through, those papers, Deer- 
slayer, in the hope of finding some hint hy which I mignt discover 
who my mother was ; but there is no more trace of the past, in that 
jrespcct, tiian the bird leaves in the air by its flight.** 

** That's both onoomraon and onreasonable. Parents are bound 
to give their offspring a name, even though they give 'em nothing 
eise. Now, I come of a humble stock, though we have white gifts 
and a white natur*; but we are not so poorly off, as to have no 
name. Bumppo we are called, and I've tjard it said,*' a touch of 
human vanity glowing on his cheek, *'that the time has been when 
tho Bumppos had more standing and note among mankind than 
thc^y have just now." 

** They never deserved them more, Deerslayer, and the name is a 
*ood one ; either Hetty, or myself, would a thousand times rather 
be ealled Heitty Bumppo* or Judith Bumppq, than to be called 
Hetty or Judi* Hutter." 

** That's a moral impossible," returned the hunter, good-humour- 
edly, ** unless one of you should ao £ar djemean herself as to jnsxry 
jue." ^ 

^ Jiidith oould not refrain from smilinff, when she found h^ 
simply and naturally the conversation haa come round to the vot 
point at which she had aimed to bring it. Although far fr&m uji- 
feminine or forward, in either her feelings or her hahitSt the girl 
was goaded by a sense of wrongs not altogether merited, incited J)y 
the helplessness of a future that seemed to contain no resting-place, 
and still more influenced by feelings that were as novel to her, as 
tkey proved to be active and enCTOssing. The opening was tpo 
good, therefore, to be neglected^ though she came to the subject 
with much of the indirectness and* perhaps, justifiable, address of 
a woman. 

, '* I do not think Hetty wUl over marrv, Deerslayer." she said ; 
** if your name is to bo borne by either of us, it must be borne by 
me. , 

. " There's been handsome women, tooy they tell me, among the 
Bumppos, Judith, afore now ; and should you take up with the 
name^oncommon as you be, in this particular, them that knows tiiie 
family won't be altogether surprised." . 

"This is not talkuu? as becomes either of ns, Deerslayer; for . 
whatever is said on sucn a subject, between man and woman, should 
be said seriously, and in sincerity of heart. Forgetting the shanae 
that ought to keep girls silent, until spoken to, in most cases, 1 will 
deal with you as frankly as I know one of your generous nature 
will most uke to be dealt by. Can you — do you tmnk, Deerslayer, 
that you could be happy witJi such a wife as a woman like myself 
woulamake^" 

"A woman like you, Judith ! But where's the sense in trifliag 
about such things } A woman like you, that is handsome enough 
to be a captain's lady, and fine enough^ and, so far as I know, edioa- 
tlon enough, would be little apt to think of becoming my wife. I 



290 T^E 1>^EBLSI^T^, 

suppose yotmg gals that feel themselves to be smart,, an.d Icnow 
themselves to be bandsome, find a sartin satisfaction ill passing 
their jokes ag'n them that's neither, like a poor Delaware htinter. 

This was said good-naturedly, but not without a betraval of 
feeling which showed that something Kke mortified sensibility wa^ 
blended with the reply. Nothing coxdd have occurred more. likely 
to awaken all Judith's generous regrets, or to aid her in ber purpose^ 
by adding the stimulant of a disinterested desire to atone, to bei^ 
other impulses, and clothing all under a guise so winning and 
natural, as ^eatly to lessen the unpleasant feature of a forwardness 
unbecoming the sex. 

" You do me injustice if you suppose I have any such thought, «»; 
wish," she answered, earnestly. * Nerer was I more serious it m j; 
life, or more wiUiug to abide by any agreement that we may .make 
to-night. I have had many suitors, Deerslayer— nay, scarce an tiii- 
mamed trapper or hunter has been in at the lake these fotlr years» 
who has not offered to take me away with, him, and I fear S9me ^ha^ 
were married, too — '* j 

"Ay, I'll warrant that !" interrunted fte othe^r— **ni yfjstranz 
all that ! Take *em as a bodj^.jiiditn, 'arth don't hold a setr of men 
more given to theirselves, and less given to Goi and the law.** ; ' 

"Not one of them woidd T— could I listen to: happily for myspqlf^ 
perhaps, has it been that such was the case. Tnere have been well- 
looking youths among them, too, as you may have seen in yput: 
acquaintance, Henry March." 

" Yes, Harry is sightly to the eye, though to my Idees, less so' W 
the judgment. I thought, at fitst, you meant to have him, Juditb, If 
did ; but, afore he went, it was easy enough to verify that tiie same 
lodge wouldn'tbe big enough for you both.'* ' 

" You have done me justice in ttiat at least, Beerslayer. "Hxirtf 
is a man I could never marry, though he were ten times inortl 
comely to the eye, and a hundred times more stout of heart, thail' 
he really is.** • - ' 

" IV^hy notuJudith— '^hy not ! I own I'irf cur'ous to know whT 
a youth like Hurry shoiddn't find favour with a maiden like you }; 

"Then you shafi^-know, Beerslayer,"* returned tiiie rfri, gladly^ 
availing herself of the opportunity of extolling the <jT;iaBties whicn' 
had so strongly interested her m her listener; hoping by'ttiese] 
means covertly to approach the subject nearest her hewx. In thd 
first place, looks in a man are of no importance with a wo:min,pro-! 
vided he is manly, and not disfigured, or deformed." 

"There I can't altogether agree with you,'* returned the oiteij; 
thoughtfully, for he had a very humble opinion of his own personals 
appearance ; " I have noticed that the comeliest warriors commonly^' 
get the best-looking maidens of the tribe for wives; and the Sar-. 
pent, ponder, who is sometimes wonderful in his paint, is a gineral* 
favourite with all the Delaware young women, though he takes to 
Hist himself, as if she was the only beauty on 'arth I" 

" It may be so with Indians, but it is different with white girls. 
So long as a young man has a straight and manly frame, that jpro- 
nuses to make him able to j^rotect a woman, and to keen want jrom 
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|tie do6ri It is all tKey ask of tlie figure. Giants like Huny may- 
do for grrenadiers, but are of little account ap lovers. Then as to the 
lace, an honest look, one that answers for the heart within, is of 
liiore value than any shape or colour, or eyes, or teeth, or trifles like 
them. The last may do for girls, but who thinks of them at all, in 
d hunter, op a warrior, or a husband ! If there are women so siUy, 
l^udith's not among them." 

I "W^H, this is wonderful! I always thought that handsome 
Hked handsome, as riches love riches V* 

** It may be so with you men, Deerslayer, but it is not always so 
with us wome;;. We like stout-bearted.men, but we wish to see 
oxem modest ; sure on a hunt, or a war-path, ready to die for the 
right, and unwilling to yield to the wrong. Above all, we wish for 
honesty — tongues that are not used to say what the mind does not 
mean, and. hearts that feel a little for others, as well as for them- 
fijclves. A true-hearted girl could die for such a husband ! whHe 
the lioaster, and the double-tongued suitor, gets to be as hateful to 
itie sight, as he is to the mind. 

Judith spoke bitterly, and with her usual force, but her listener 
was too much struck with the novelty of the sensations he expe- 
rienced tp advert to her manner. There was something so soothing 
fo the huniilitv'of a man of his temperament, to hear qualities that 
Ee could not but know he possessed himself, thus highly extolled 
by the loveliest female he had ever beheld, that, for a moment, his 
^ulti^s teemed suspended in a natural and excusable pride. Then 
i| was that the idiea of the possibility of sudh a creature as Judith 
becoming his companion for life, first crossed his mind. The ima&:e 
was so pleasant, and so novel^ that he 0<>ntinued completely ab- 
sarh^hj it for more than a minute, totffly regardless of the beau- 
tifvi. realty that was seated before him, watchin&: the expression of 
m§ unright and trutl^rtelling countenance with a keenness that 
gave her a very fair, if not an absolutely accurate clue to his 
t^iu^hts. lieyer before had so pleasing a yisioni floated before the 
mina 8-eye of the young hunter, but^ accustomed most to practical 

Singfl^ and little addicted to submitting to the power of his imagi- 
^ "tioo^^even while possessed of so much true poetical feeling in 
cj^nnexion with natural objects in particular, he soon recovered 
his re^bn, and smiled at his own weakness as the fancied picture 
faded from his mental sight, and left him the simple, untaught, 
but highly moral being he was, seated in the ark of Thomas 
Hotter, at midnight, with the lovely countenance of its late owner's 
r^putea dai^hter, beaming on him with anxious scrutiny, by the 
Ught of the solitary lamp. 
.''Tou're wonderful handsome, and enticing, and pleasing to 
l«ok u^on, Judith !** he exclaimed in his simplicity, as fact re« 
Slimed its ascendancy over fancy. " Wonderful I I don't remem- 
ber ever to have seen so beautiful a gal, even among the Dela- 
wares ; and I'm not astonished that Hurry Harry went away 
soured as well as disappointed i" 

" Wouldr you have had me, DeersUyer, bewme the wife of such 
a^ man as Henry March ^" 
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" There's that irhioh is in his faToas, and thare'j that which 
is a^r'in him. To my taste, Htcrry irouldn't make the best of hus- 
bands, bnt I fear that the tastes of most young womeii» hereaway* 
wouldn't be so hard n]M>n him." 

" No— no—Jndith without a name, would never consent to be 
called Judith March ! Any thing would be better than that,'* 

** Judith BuTDppo wouldn t sound as well, gal ; and there's many 
names that would fall short of Mardi, in pleasing the ear." 

*' Ah ! Deerslaver, the pleasantness of toe sound, in such caaeib 
does not come tnrougfa the ear, but through the heart. Every 
thing is agreeable when the heart is satisfied. Were Natly Bumppo» 
Henry March, and Henry March, Natty Bumppo, I might thmk 
the name of March better than it is; or :wureiie,yoa, I shouUI 
fancy the name of Bumppo horrible !" 

" Yes, that's just it— yes, that's the reason of the matter. Nowj 
Fm naturally avarse to sarpMits, and I hate even the word, whielk 
the missionaries tell me, comes l^om human nator', on aceQmit<Qi 
a sartain serpent at the creation of the 'arth, that out«ntted the 
first woman ; yet, ever sinee Chingaohgook. has 'araed the title he 
bears, why the sound is as pleasant to my ears as the ndiietle of 
the whip-poor-wiU of a calm eyening,— it i& The feelin's make 
all the diflerenee in the world, «lEudith, in the nator' of aoimdai f^y, 
even in that of looks, too." 

" This is so true, Deerslajrer, that I am sucrprised you shoidd 
think it so remarkable a girl, who mav have -some ccnnelinest 
herself, should not think it necessary that her husband shoiiM 
have the same advantage, or what you fanc^ an advantage. To 
me, looks in a man are nothing, provided his conntenanee he as 
honest as his heart." 

** Yes, honesty is a great advantage in the bngHnm; and they 
that itee the most apt to forget it in the beginning, are the moat 
apt to I'am it in the end. Nevertheless, there's moBS, Judith* that 
look to present profit thSEm to the bene&t that is to come after a 
time. One iiiey think a sartainty, and the other an oasartainl^h 
I'm g)ad, howsever, that v&u look at the thing in its true lighk 
and not in the way in which so many isa.pt to deceive tbemselvee. 

" I do thus look at it, Deecslcyer," retussned the girl, with es^ 
phasis, sitQ shrinking with a woman's sensitiveness £roma dire A 
oflfer of her hand, ** and can say, from the hottmn of my heark 
that I would rather trust my happiness to a man whose truth aa^ 
feelingfs may be depended on, than to a falfle^toogued sni false- 
hearted wretch that had chests of gold, and houses and limda^ 
yes, though he were even seated on a throne 1" 

''These are brave words; Judith; they're downright brave 




his face smooth and blooming as your own, his hands as white and 
soft as if God hadn't bestowed 'em that man might live by the 
sweat of his brow,' and his step as lofty as danoiiig-teaohers and A 
light heart could make it ; and on the other side stood one that has 
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passed his days in the open air, till his forehead is as red as his 
sheek; bad ont his way through swamps and bushes till his hand 
was as merged as the oaks he slept under ; had trodden on the 
Boent of game till his step was as stealthy as the catamount's, and 
had no other pleasant odour about him than such as natur' gires 
in the free air and the forest— now, if both these men stood here, as 
suitor for your feelin's, which do you think would win your favour ?" 

Judith's fine ftiee flushed ; for the picture that her companion had 
so simnly drawn of a gay officer oi the garrisons had once been 
particularly grateful to her imagination, though experience and 
disappointment had not only chilled all her aJ£eotion8» but giren 
them a backward current, and the passing ima^re had a momentary 
influence on her fSeelings ; but the mounting colour was succeeded 
by a paleness, so deadly as to make her appear ghastiy. 

" As God is my judge," the girl solemnly answered, "did botli 
these men stand before me, as I might say one of them does, my 
choice, if I know my own heart, would be the latter. I have nc 
wish for a husband who is in any wav better than myself." 

" This is pleasant to listen to, and might lead a young man, in 
time, to forget his own unworthiness, Judith! Howeyer, you 
hardly think all that you say. A man like me is too rude and i^« 
norant for one tiiat has had such a mother to teach her ; vanity is 
tiat'ra], I do belkre ; but vanity like that would surpass reason 1" 

" Then you do not know of what a woman's heart is capable ! 
Itade you are not, Deerslayer; nor can one be called ignorant that 
lias studied what is before his eyes as closely as you have done. 
When the affections are concerned, all things apncar . their plea* 
Bantest colours, and trifles are overlooked, or are «orgotten. When 
^e heart feels a sunshine, nothing is gloomy, even dull-looking ob- 
jects seeming ffay and bright ; and so it would be between you and 
the woman wno should love yon, even though your wife might 
happen, in some matters, to possess what the world calls the ad- 
vantage over yon." 

"Judith, you come of people altogether above mine in thjo 
world ; and onequal matches, like onequal M'ndships, can't often 
^rminate kindly. I speak of this matter altogether as a fanciful 
thing, since it*s not very likely that you, at least, would be able to 
ireat it as a matter that can ever come to pass." 

Judith fastened her deep bine eyes on the open» &ank ooun- 
tenance of her companion, as if she would read his soul. Nothing 
•there betraved any covert meaning, and she was obliged to admit 
to herself tnat he regarded the conversation as argumentative ra- 
ther than positive, and that he was still without any active suspi- 
cion that her feelings were serioudy involved in the issue. At first 
she felt offended ; tnen she saw the isjustice of making the self- 
abasement and modesty of the hunter a charge agaiost him ; and 
this nc^^el difficulty ^ve a piquancy to the state of affairs that 
rather moreaaed her interest ia the young man. At that critical 
instant, a change of plan flashed on her mind, and, with a readi- 
ness of invention that is peculiar to the auick-witted and ingeni- 
ouB, she adopted a scheme by which ahe noped effectually to oind 
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him to her person. This klieme i)krioQ^ equally of her fertBi^ of 
inventioii, and of the decision and Jl>old^e9s ofl her eh^ftra^^fr- ,^14 
the oonVersation. might ;iot t^muuate too ahn;iotlT» .bf^fje^ ^ 
any suspicion of her desigxx exi&t, she answered the^lait .reiiUM'«;9R 
Deerslayer as earnestly and as truly as if her original iatpotiim 
remained unaltered. " • -. 

** It certainly, have no reason to hoast of parenta^ aft» whc^t 
I have seen this night,*' said the girl, in a saddened vo^c©. **I.hftd 
a mother, it is true ; hut of her nanke* eyen. I am ignoraiu^ ; ,^d:a9- 
for my father, it is hetter» perhaps, that 1 should seyer kju^w who 
he was, lest I speak, too bitterly of him." 

** J^udil^," said Deerslayer, taking her hand kindly^ and wi|ih % 
manly sincerity that went directly to the girVs heart, . , tif ;heiter. 
to say no more to-night, Sleep on what youVe seesi and> felt j in 
the morning, things that now look gloomy may look mor? cajm 
Above all, never do anything in bitterness, or because y^iiptf 
if you'd like to take revenge on yourself for. othar pe^^^.J^ 
slidings. All that has been said or. do«e atween us, -fhtfL n^ti ,.^, . 
your secretyond shall never be.talkad of bym^jeyon .wi^h'Ui^^ 
barpent; and you may be sartain if^oeon'tgetitout elu^e^^liA- 
man can. If your parents have been faulty, let tiie dartar h^ 4$a0. 
60; remember, that you're young, aim th^ yo^ithfid may dlii^ya 
hope for better times ; that you're more qoiqkrwitted thwa. iVKial. 
and such ginerally get the better of diiBcuities ; andl that aft for.: 
beauty, you're onoommon ; this ia an advantage wiih aU. ;i:XVia: 
time to get a little rest, for to«morrow is litLe to. ^ove a txyiog.id^y < 
to some of us.** , ,, t'-.-i 

Beerskyer arose as he spoke, ajod Judith had no ohoice. but tfi * 
comply. The chest wa^ closed and 8ecured,and theypwrt^ m 
sHence ; she to take heir plaoe by the side of Hist a<id .HettTk fH-y 
he to seek a blanket on the floor of the oahin he was in. Tt ^M:\ 
n^t five minutes ere the young nian was in a deep sleep i but t^ y . 
gixl continued awake for a lon^. time. &m Boarpe, Jm&yr whati|^ t 
to lament, or to rejoice* at havuig fiuled in making herself ^nq^^ i 
stpod» On the one nana, were her womanly sensiUCties spared j <9ko 
t^e other, was the disappointi^ent of defeated, ,or at least of 4^.^ 
l(^ed expectations, and the uncertainty of. a futc^ that looked^Sft . 
ddrk. Then came the, new res(^ution, and the hold project for t|t^ [ 
morrow ; and when drowsiness finally shut her eyes, they ^ostAt 
on a scene of suoceas and happiness, that was pictured by. the ' 
fancy, under the in£uenoe of a sanguine temperament and a hapi^F * 
invention, 

CHAPTER XXV. ? ' 

**Bat, mother, now ft shade Im'pttt ./••.* 

Athwart mj brightest yiaions here^ • • - • '"^ 

The remnant of my brief career 1 ^; .£ 

No song, op echo, can I win : 
The sparMing foniit has dried m¥AaA*'-^-^tMtikWU "PjerzomM^ . 

Hist and Hetty arose with the return of light, leaving Judith stiU ' 
6uried in sleep. It took but a minute for tne first to oompleite heg. ^ 



tti^let. Hb)f>»:gf looal-^blftck' hatr'^ras' siobift adjusted' iii & simple 
knot, tiny dalied dress beltJed ii^t] to her slfender Svaist, and her 
fcttk feet coirccaled la their gaudily-ornamented moccasins.^ When. 
attired, she left her 'companion employed In household atfairs, and 
went herself on the platlorm, to breathe the pure air of the morn- 
iiig'; BeH sbefotind. Ohing^ehgdok studying:' the shores of the 
like, the monntains, ahd the heavens, vith the sagacity of a man 
<tf the woods, and th^ gravity of an Indian. 
* The flifeetiiig between the lovers was simple, but aifectionate. 
The chief showed a manlv kindness, e<5[ually removed from boyish 
weakness and haste ; whue the giri betrayed in he^ smile and half- 
ttVerted looks, €iO bashfol tfenderness of her sex. ' Neither spoke, 
unless i1 w^re With the eyes, though each understood the other as 
fuUy st^ if a TOCabulary of words and protestations had been 
I^oured' oUt/ Hist seldom appeared to more advantage than at 
thdt momestt; for, just from her rest and a'bBitions, there was a 
ft^shrti^iaibMit her youfhfril fortn and fao^, that the' toils of the 
w»oi>d do^ol tdways permit to be' exhibited, by even the iuvenile 
and py^t^. '-Then Judith had not only imparted some of her own 
skill in to toilet, during ihdr short intercourse, but she had 
sJ^tBAUf bestolriBd-a few • weH^seleeted" ornaments from her own 
stwe^j'thftt'eontribtfted ttbt a little to set off. the natural graces of 
t^'I^dilin medd. All ^m fhe" lover saw and felt, and for a 
nldni^nt has eotttttenariee Was 3!tiiifinatiwl with a look 6f pleasure; . 
bHtit4^£L'^wgiuv^, ftS^ih, ^nd'beCTtme saddened and anxious. 
The stools used the previpus night werQ stiU standing on riie plat- 
fortn*; pladitt^tw^ against the •wftQjJ of the ht!it,h6 sieated himself 
oAoito, making ft «]6stuife to Ms icompattioil to ttie t&e other. Ttis 
d^fiie^ he bo«Ltin*ea'thouihtftilia^d'sflen:tfer <TOte a mmtttOimain- 
tctoiii^^elSBfieofinff'dignityOT oie horh t(} tiike Ms seat at the 
odunoil^fire^ whil* His* Was ftirtitely watching the expression of 
hlb face, patio6t^ and snbmissiye^ as oeeame a woman of her people. 
Then the yoting Iv^Artio* stetched his tmri bfefore him, as if to pomt 
out the glories 6f !lw scend a* that Witching hour, when the whole 
panorama, as «siial,-was adorned^ "by the mellow distinctness of 
ejftiy mioming, sweepidgf with his hajid slowly over lake, hilis' ana 
h^Veftsi "ThegfirlfollbWed ihe movement with pleased Wonder, 
siiiling as each x*ew heauty met her gaze. 

'♦•"Hugh I" exclaimed the <Jhief, in admiration of a scene so nnu- 
8i!iA6veHtohim,fi^4Ms was the £rst lako he had ever beheld. 
" This is the country of the Manitou ! It is too good for Mingos, 
Hist; but the ours of that tsibe^ aiie KowKng in packs through 
the woods. They think that the De}awax0fi^ ax^ asleep, over the 
mountains*" / 

" All but one of them i^ Chingoohgook. There jA one here ; and 
be is of the blood of Uncas !" 

*i What is jQn« lyMrior against airibe ?—Iho path to our villages 
is Very long and crooked, and we shall travel it under a cloudy 
8%. I amlafraid, too, Honeysudklo ot the Hills, that we shall 
trtivielitftlotoer •-■''•' : 

Hist understood the allusion, and it made her sadf though it 
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BOTrnddiBwe^ttoherears to be compared, by tb^jioinrfoi' abc so 
)oYedi to the most fragiaBt* and the pleasantest ol Jll tbe ifildr 
Sowers of her natiTs woods. Still she continued sil«^t» as beeime 
laei when tHe allusion was to a grave interest that v^n co«l2 best 
control, though it exceeded the power of education to oonceal the 
fimile that gratified feeling brou^t to her pretty moutlu 

'* When the sun is thus," continued the Delaware, pointing to the 
senith, by simply casting upward a hand and finger, by a play of 
the wrist, '*tne great nunter of our tribe will go back to the 
Eurons, to be treated like a bear, that they roast and akin, eyen on 
f^l stomachs." 

. '* The Great Spirit may soften their hearts, and not suffer them 
to be so bloody-minded. I have lived among the Hurons, and 
^now them. They have hearts, and will not forget their own 
children, should they fall into the hands of the Delawares.'* 

'* A wolf is for ever howling ; a hog will always eat. Theyha^e 
lost warriors ; even their women will call out for vengeanoe, The 
M]e«face has the eyes of an eagle, and can see into a Mingo's 
heart ; he looks for no meroy. There is a oloud over his spirit^ 
though it is not before his face." 

A long, thoughtful pause sucoeeded, during whioh Hist stealthily 
iook the hand of the chief, as if seeking his support, though she 
scarce ventured to raise her eyes to a countenanoe that was now 
literally becoming terrible under the conflicting passions and 
item resolution that were atmggling in the breast of its owner. 

" What will the son of Uncasdo?" the girl at length tunidlr 
asked. " He is a chief, and is already oelebrated in oouncil, thougn 
90 young; what does his heart tell him ia wisest; does the heady 
too, speak the same words as the heart Y' 

** What does Wah-ta !-Wah aay, at a moment when my deaieal 
friend ia in suoh danger } The smallest birds sing the sweetest ; it 
is always pleasant to hearken to their songs. I wish I eould hear 
the Wren of the Woods in my difBoulty; its note would vea^ 
deeper than the ear." 

'.. Again Hiat ezperienoed the profound giatifieaticm. that the 
language of mfaise can alwavs awaken, when uttered by those^wv 
love. The '* Honeysuckle of the Hills" was a term often applied 
to the girl, by the young men of the Delawarea, though it never 
pounded so sweet in her ears, as from the lipe of Chingaofaffook ; 
but the latter alone had ever styled her the Wren of the Wooda. 
With him, however, it had got to be a familiar phrase, and it mm 
pMt expression pleasant to the listener, since it conveyed to her 
nund the idea that her advioe and sentiments were as aocepliUfr 
to her future husband, as the tones of her voice and modes of tt^ 
"vvying them were agreeable ; uniting the two things most fxmSk 



by' an Indian girl, as coming from her betrothed, admiration ^ga 
valued physiciil advantage, with respect for her opinion. 4|ia 
pressed the hand she held oetween both her own, and anawe 
" Wah-ta !-Wah says that neither she nor tiie Great ^ 
eottld ever laugh a^m, or ever sleep mthout (treamjnjj 
Hwonsy should the PeenHayer die unaer.a Milage •( 



(tibev do notiungr to save hhn. Sbe ^oiild rftther gfo back, and 0tart 
on her Ions pam alone, than let suoh a dark cloud pass before her 
happiness. 

^' Good ! The hnfiband and the wife will have hml one heart; 
4hey will see with Ihe same eyes, and feel wilii the Bttme feelings.'' 

What further was said, need not he related here. That the eon* 
Tersation was of Deerslayer, and his hopes, has been seen already, 
but the decision that was come to wilL better appear in the course 
itf the narratiye. The youthful pair were yet conversing when tbe 
tfOBt appeared aihore the tops of the pines, and the light of a bril- 
liant American day streamed down into the valley, bathing *' in 
deep joy " the lake, tfaefoteafes, and the mountain sides. Just at 
Ihis instant Deerslayer oame out of the eabin of the ark, and stepped 
upon the platform. His £r8t look was at the oloudless heavens^ 
then his rapid glance took in the entire panorama of land ana 
^pater, when he had leisure for a friendly nod at his Mends, and ^ 
oheerful sndle for Hist. 

' ** Well," he said, in. his 'osual eompoaed manner, mid pleasaat 
Fence; "he that sees the sun set in the wtest, and wa^s 'arlv 
enough in the morning, will be sartain to find him coming back 
ag'in :in the' east, tike a buck that is hunted round his ha'nts. I 
dare say, now. Hist, you've beheld this, time and ag'in, and yet it 
never entered into your ealish mind to ask the reason ^" 

Bothdhingachgook and his betrothed looked up at the luminary, 
with anair that betokened sudden wonder, and then they gazed 
at each other, as if to seek the solution of the difficulty. Fami- 
liarity deadens the sensibilities, even aa connected with the graTeat 
natoSEd phenomena ; and never before had these simple beingti 
thought of inquirinpr into a movement that was of daily eoeurrenoey 
however pmratiBgit might appear on investigation. When the 
subject was thus suddenly started, it struck both alike, and at the 
asEme inatant, with aome such force as any new and briliiant pro- . 
position in the natural sciences would strike ihe scholar. -Chiiip- 
gachgook alone saw fit to answer. 

'* The paie-faees know everything,'' he vaid ; '' can they tdl us 
why the sun hides his&w, when he goes back, at aii^t." 
, ** Ay» that is dawnright red-^skin ramin%" returned ike other, 
laughinpr ; though he- was not altogether insensible to the pleasure 
d proving the superiority of his race, bj solving the difficulty, 
wbieh he set about doing, in his own peculiar manner. '* fiark'ee, 
Sbspent," he oontiniisd,. more gravely, though too simplv for affeo* 
tation ; " this is easievly explainea than an Indian brain may 
£uioy. The sun, while he seons to keep travelling in the faeavoiB,- 
never budges, but it is the 'arth that turns round ; and anv one 
<»ui understand, if he is placed on the side of a mill-wheel, for 
instance, when it's in motion, that ha must sometimes see the 
heavens, -while he is at other times under water. There's no great 
secret in that, but plain natur' ; the difficulty being in aattiiig the 
'ar& in motion." 

^* How does my brother know that the earth tanis lonnd i" de« 
mooded the Indian. '* Can ha «m it«l" 
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"WeH, tliict's teen apuizler, I will oWi, •D6l<nrar&? i^ 5Vo 
often tried, bat never could fairly make it out. Sbmetiines I've 
consaited that I could ; and then ag'in* I've been oMiged to own it 
an onpossibility. Howsever, turn it does, 'as all my pei^e say, 
and you ought to believe 'em, since they can foretell eclipses, and 
other prodigies, that used to fill the tnbes with terror, accoi^ng 
to your own traditions of such things." 

"Good. This is true; no red man will deny it. Whenanrlieel 
turns, my eyes can see it— they do not see Uie earth tum."^ 

** Ay, that's What I call sense-obstinacy ! Seeing is bdieving; 
they say ; and what they cau^t see, some men wont in the least 
^ve credit to. Nevertheless, chief, that isn't quite as ^ood reason 
as it may at first seem. You believe in the Great Spirit, I know; 
and yet, I oonchide, it woxdd puzzle you to* show where you see 
bim!" 

" Oiingachgook can see Him everywhere— everywhere in ^oad 
things— the Evil Spirit in bad. Here, in the lake ; th'ere, iitiiie 
forest; yonder, in the clouds: in Hist.in'die son of Unjcas, in 
Tamenund, in Deerslayer. The Evil Spirit is in the Mingos. 
That I know ; I do not see the earth turn round." 

** I don't wonder they call you the Sarpent, Delaware': no, I 
4cm't I There's always a meaning in your words^ and there s often 
a' meaning in your countenance, Ivol Notwithstanding-, ymir 
answers doesn't quite meet my idee. That God is obsarvabfe in 
an nat'ral objects is allowable; but then he is not narceptible in 
the way I mean. You know there is a Great Spirft, by hus works, 

Pd tlie pale-faces know that thc^arth tunra round by its ^otks** 
is is tne reason of the matter, thou^ how it is to be explajbied, 
IS more than I can exactly teHyou. ali6 1 know;'aH my pieople 
eonsait that fact; and what all tbjd pale-faces oonsait^ fiyeiT 
lately to be true.'* ' ^ ' 

; "*' When the sun is in tbo top of ^at piito to^monowv wK«^ in/Si 
tnybrother Deerslayer be r* 

The hunter starte^, and hf looked intentlr, though tof dly y^^ 
6xA alarm* at his fiaend. Tjben he signed for Bim to follow, and 
T^ the way iotQ the aric, 'irtiere he nug^t pur^e the subject, tisL*' 
neard by those' whos^ idlings hfe feared migltt ^t the msistety 
gyer their reason. Here he stopped^ and pursSed the coiiTersatiooi 
m a more confidential tone. 

'Twas a little onreasonable in you, Sarpent," he said, "to 
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taring up' such a subleot afore Hist,- and when ^eyoimg woman of 
my own colour might ovexjiear what was said. Yes, 'twa^ a!Utl)f 
more onreasonable than most things that you do« Ho matters 
Hist didn't comprehend, and the other didn't hear. Howsovcsv 
^e question is easier put than, answered. Ifo mortal can sa/ 
where he will be when the sua lises to-morrow. I will ask you 
the same question, Sarpent, and should like to bear what an3wer 
you can give." 

" Chingachgook will be with his friend Deerslayer ; if he be in 
13ie land of spirits, the Great Serpent wiH crawl at his side; if 
beneath yonder sun, its warmth ana light shaHi fall on both.** 



''it tiiiddr^ta^ ym, D^leLwoxe^' letymedtlie otliet, tondie^'with 
Uve Bimpla selMevotion of his friend! ** Sucli language is as plaij;\ 
12^ onQ. tongue 9;$ in. another ; it comes from the neart, and goes 
to itQ Uearfc, too. *Tis well to think so, and it may be well to say 
so,. for that matter, but it would not be well to do so, Sarpenu 
You are no longer (uone in life ; far, though you have the lodges 
to change, and other ceremonies to go through, afore Hist become^ 
your Jawful infe, yet are you as good as married^in all that bears 
on the feelin's, and joy, and nusery. Ko, no ; Hist must not.b9 
desalted, because a cloud is passing atween you and nie, ailittid 
oiie^eotedty, an4 & little daiTKcr than we may.haye looked for." . 

. '* Hiist is a daughter of the Mohioions ; she knows how to obey her 
husband. Wterc he goes, she will foUow. Hoth will be with the 
Great ^f^JJi^w of the Delawares, when thje sun shall be in the pine 
to-morrow."^ ' .... . 

. "The liP^A. bless and prptect you I. Chief 4. this is doj^nright' 
npiadness. '. .Can eithen^pr both, of you alter 9* Jttiixgo natur* t Will 
your, grand Xpoks. or fiist's tears and beauty, change a wolf into a 
scjLuirrel, or make a catamount" as innocent as a fa'an J No, Sarpent* 
you will think better of this matter, ^nd leave me in the hands of 
^od». Aff^j filli it's by no means sartam that the scauyJs .design th6 
tijrwents, tor they may yet be pitiful, .and bethink. them of the 
-wickedness of such a course; though it h but a hopeless expectation 
tO'look forward to a Min|o*s turning aside from evil, and letting 
inaroy get uppermost in his heart. Sfevertheless, no one knows to 
a,sartainty what will happen;, and^young orcatjir's, like Hist, axVt 
1» be risked on onsartaxnties. . This marrying is altogether a dif^ 
ferent undertaking irom wiat some young men fancy. Kow, if 
you was single, or as, good as single, Delaware, I should expect yoii 
to be ftctyve and stirring aho^t tbe camp of.tne va^Aonds, ffonr 
sunrise to sunset, sarcumveritiligi atnd contriving, as restless as a, 
h<m{id.ofr,tbesfent».and doi^ aU inanneji^ of , things to help 'me» anf 
to distract the liiimy ; but two tCr^ottetar f^ebfer than one, aia w 
mo«ti^e things as/^hey ,ara,^ and iiot as we want 'em to be." 

' **Xisji;ep# iDeerslayei*, returned the I^idiaiifc with mi empjiasis" sql 
ctecided, as to shpw hpyjiijuch be wag i|i^ eajrilest, ** Jtt ,(3amga<3l-f 

fook was ill the h*ad^ of the HuroriSj What wpuld my tale^facoi 
rather do? Sneak oiff to the Delaware villages, and say to 
the chiefs, and old men/akd young warriors— * See ; here is 
Wah-ta Uwah } she is ^afe^ but a little tired ; and here is the Son of 
tTucaSn »ot as tired as the JBLoiieysuckle, being stronger, but lust as, 
Krfe-' Would he do this ?** . 

. ;• "WeDKthafs bnoommoix ingen'ous ; it's cunning^ enough for £; 
Mjingo himselt The Lordonly knows what ntit it into your head 
to asi suoh.a question. What would I do ? Why, in the first 
place. Hist wouldn't be likely to be in my company at all, for she 
would stay as near you as possible, and therefore all that part 
about her couldn't be said Without talking nonsense. As for her 
1)eing tired, that would fall through, too, it she didn't go, and no' 
part of your speecji would be Kkey to come from me : so, you see, 
Sar!be»t, reason is a^'in yon, ana you may as well give it up, 
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since to hold out a^*in reason, is no way beeoming aelilBf of yoni 
character and repitation." 

*' My brother is not himself; he forg:ets that he is taUdng* to one 
who has sat at the council-iires of his nation," returned the otheR 
kindly. "When men speak, they should say that which does iMt 
go in at one side of the head, and out at the other. Their words 
shouldn't be feathers, so light that a wind, which does not rufflt 
the water, can blow Uiem away. He has not answered my ones* 
tion; when, ft chief puis a question, his fciend should not ta^ of 
other things." 

**I understand you, Delaware ; I understand well enough what 
you mean, and truth wont allow me to say otherwise. Still, if s 
not as easy to answer as you seem to think, for this plain reason. 
Ton wish me to say what I would do, if I had a betrothed, as you 
have, here, on the lake, and a £ri'nd yonder, in the Huron camp, ia 
danger of the torments. That's it, isn't it ?" 

The Indian bowed his head sUently, and always with unmoyed 
grayity, though his eye twinkled at the sight of the other's embac* 
rassment. 

" Well, I never had a betrothed ; never had the kind of feelin'si 
towards any young woman, that you have towards Hist ; thouffh 
the Lord knows mv feelin's are kind enough towards 'em ail! 
Still, my heart, as thev call it, in such matters isn't touched, and 
therefore I can't say what I would do. A fri'nd pulls strong ; that 
I know by experience, Sarpent ; but, by all that I've seen -a^ 
heai-d eonsaming loTe, I'm led to think that a betrothed puEb 
stronger." ^ 

" True ; but the betrothed of Chingachgook does notpuH towards 
the lodges of the Delawares ; she pulls towards tiho camp ot t^ 
Htnxms." 

" She's a noble gal, for all her little fbet. and hands that aa^ 
bigger than a chUd's, and a voice that's as pleasant as a mock^ ju 
i^^s a noble gal, and like the stock of her sires ! Well, what is ]£ 
Sarpent i for I condude she hasn't changed her mind, and meaa i^ 
give herself up, and turn Huron wife. What is it you want ?" . ". 

" Wah-ta!-wah will never Hve in the wigwam of an Iroquoisi'^ 
•asw^^d the Delaware, drily. '' She has little feet, but they «aa 
oanr her to the villages of her people ; she has small hands, toof 
bat her mind is large. My brother will see what we can do, when 
the time shall come, rather than let him die under Mingo torinents. 

'' Attempt nothing heedlessly. Delaware," said the other, ear- 
nestly ; " I suppose you must and will have jour way ; an4, on th§ 
whole, it's li^t youi^ould; for you'd neither be happy, unless 
something was undertaken. But attempt nothing heedlessly. ) 
didn't expect you'd quit the lake, while my matter remained in 
vnsartainty ; but remember, Sarpent, that no torments that Mings 
ingenuity can invent, no ta'ntings, and revHings, no burning, an4 
Boastings, and nail-tearings, nor any other onhuman oontrivanoe^ 
can so soon break down my spirit, as to find that you and MUX 
have fedlen into the power of the inemy, in striving to^ som^^- 
thing for my good.*' - «'*'X«^/Jy^ • 
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•• The Delawares are prudent. The Beerdayer will ndt find 
them running into a stran^ camp with their eyes shut." 

Here the cualogfue terminated. Hetty soon announced that the 
breakfast was reader, and the whole ^arty were soon seated around 
the simple board, in the usual primitive manner of borderers; 
Judith was the last to take her seat, pale, silent, and betraying in 
her countenance that she had jMissea a painful if not a sleep] esr 
night. At this meal scarce a syllable was exchanged, all the 
females manifesting want of aimetite, though the two* men wer« 
unchanged in this particular. It was early when the party ozose* 
and there still remained sereral hours before it would be necessary 
for the prisoner to leave his friends. The knowledge of this cir- 
cumstance, and the interest all felt in his welfare, induced the 
whole to assemble on the platform again* in the desire to be near 
the expected victim, to listen to his discourse, and, if possible, td 
show tneir interest in him by anticipating his wishes. PeerslayeKi 
himself, so far as human eyes could penetrate, was wholly 
immoved, conversing cheerMly and naturally, though he avoided 
any direct allusion to the expected and great event of the day. If 
any evidence could be discovered of his thoughts reverting ta that 

Samful subject at all, it was in the manner in whidi he s^ke of 
eath and the last great change. 

'* brieve not, Hetty," he said; for it was while oonaolin^ this 
simple-minded girl for the loss of her parents, that he thus 
betrayed his feelings ; ''since God has appointed that all must diei 
Tour parents, or them yon fancied 7;our jmrentfl^ which is thA 
same thing, have gone afore you ; this is only in the^order W 
natur', my good &:ai, for the aged go first and the young follow. 
But one that had a mother like youm, Hetty, can be at no loss to 
hope the best, as to how matters will turn out in another worldL 
ike Delaware, here, and Hist, believe in happy hunting<*^unds» 
aaid have idees befitting their notions and gifts, as red-skms ; but 
we, who are of white blood, hold altogether to a different dootri&eii 
Still, I rather conclude, our heaven is their land of spirits, and thai 
the path which leads to it will be travelled byallooloun alite 
'Us onpossible for the wicked to enter on it, I will allbwt but 
fri'ndat;an scarce be separated, though they are Bot of the saaw 
race on 'arth. Keep up vour spirits, poor Hetty, and look ibrwazd 
to the day when you will meet your mother ag'm, and that withont 
pain or sorrowing." 

^''I do expect to see mother," returned the tmtiutelliiiff and 
amplMrirl, "but what will become of father ^" ^ i 

••That's a non-plusser, Delaware," said the hunter, in the Indint 
dialect—" yes, that is a downright non-plusser 1 The Muskrat ma 
not a saint on 'arth, and it's feiir to guess he'U not be much of oi» 
hereafter ! Howsever, Hetty,"— dropping into the English by aa 
easy transition—*' howsever, Hetty, we must all hope for the besfr 
That is wisest, and it is much the easiest to the mind, if one eat 
only do it. I recommend to you, trusting to God, and puttiaff 
down all mis^vings and faint-hearted feelin's. It's wonderful 
Judith, how different people haye different notions about the fotor!, 
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some faieyfeg ^ic'cfetfi^e/aid'iowifefaDijjiiigr aiiofeerr f%^ fiiS^' 
white teachers thiit have thought all va^ spirit, nereafteri voii 
them, ag'in, that believed the hod j^ wJ be transported to another 
world, much as the red-skins tlieniselves imagine, aivdftatwe shdlf 
walk about, in the flesh, and know eafeh other, and talk together^ 
and be fri'ndfl there, as we've he eii fri'nds here." 

" Which of these opinions is inost pleasing to yoi/, Deerslayer* 
asked the girl, willing to indulge Ms melanchoiy mood, and fa^ 
from being free from its influence herself. ** Would it he disagree- 
able to think thai; you should meet all who are now on tpis platform 
in another world ? Or. have you known enough of us here to be 
glad to see us no more r" 

"The last .would make death a bitter portjion^^ yes, it voulj; 
It's eight ^ood years^ipce the Sarpeht arid I began to hunt togrether; 
and the thought that we were never to meet ag'in would b^e a hard 
thought to me. He looks forward to the time whpn we shall diase 
a sort of spirlt-deer, in company, on plains where there's no thorns, 
or brambles, or marshes, or other hardships to overcome ; whereas, 
I can't fall. into aU these notions, seeing:. that they appear to be 
ag'in reason; Spirits can't eat, nor have they any use for clothes ; 
and deer can only be rightfully chased to be slain, or slain, unless 
it be for the venison, or the hides. Kow, I find it hard to suppose 
that blessed spirits can be put to chasing game, without an object, 
tormenting the young animals just for the pleasure and a^refeable- 
ness of their own amusements. I never yet pulled a trigger ou 
buck or doe, Judith, unless when food or clothes was wanting.'* 

" The i^colleotion of which, Deerslayer, must, now be af;tM 
consolation to you." 

" It is the thought of such things^ my fri'nds, that enaHes a tnaii 
to keep his furlough. It niight be done without it, I own ; i&.the 
worst red-skills sometimes do their duty in this ftiatter? 1mi;l$ 
makes that which might otherwise be hard, easy, if not altogteilkef 
to our liking. Nothing truly makes a bolder heart th|malig!i| 
conscience." 

Judith. turned paler than ever^but she straggled for self-coWJi'* 
mand, and succeeded in obtaining it. The coridict' had been severe, 
however, and it left her so little dispos^ to speak that Hetty pijx^ 
sued the subject. This was done in the simple manner natom tQ 
the girl. 

"It would be cruel to kill the poor deer,** she said, "kl Utii 
world, or any other, when you don't want their vemson or their 
skins. Ko good white man, and no good red man would dd it. 
But it's wicked for a Christian to talk about chasing anylMng id 
heaven. Such things are not done before the face of uod^ and th^ 
missionary that teaches these doctrines can't be a true missionaiyl 
He must be a wolf in sheep's clothing. I suppose you know what 
a sheep is, Deerslayer ^ 

" That I do, gal ; and a useM creatur' it is to sucli as like dotlis. 
better than skins for winter garments. . I understand thenatur' of 
sheep, thougb I've had but little to do with 'em ; and the natur* of 
solves too, and ^on take tiie idee of a wolf in the fleece vi ii sheep,. 
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thonfb I tUnk H wotild be likely to prove ft hot jacket for such a 
beast £q ih6 warm months/* 

"Atid sin and hypocrisy are hot Jackets, as theymVL find who 
put thein on," returned Hetty, positively ; ** so the wolf would h< 
no worse off than the sinner. Spirits don't hunt, nor trap, nor 
fish, nor do anything that vain men undertake, since they've none 
of the longrings of this world to feed. Oh ! mother told me all that 
years a&:o, and I didn't wish to hear it denied." 

** "Weil, my good Hetty, in that case you'd better not broach your 
doctrine to Hist when she and you are alone, and the young Dela- 
ware maiden is inclined to talk religion. It's her fixed idee, I 
know, that gOod warriors do nothing but hunt and fish in the other 
world, though I don't believe that shp fancies that any of them are 
brought down to trapping, which" is no empl'yment for a brave. 
But of hunting and fishing, accordin' to her notion, they've their 
fill, and that, too, over the most agreeablest hunting-grounds, and 
among game that is never out of season, and w]iioh is just actvve 
and instinctive enough to give a pleasure to death. So I wouldn't 
recommend it to you to start Hist on that idee." 

" Hist can't be so wicked as to believe any such thing," returned 
the other, earnestly. " No Indian hunts after he is dead." 

"Ko wicked Indian, I grant you,* no wicked Indian, sartainly. 
He is obliged to carry the ammunition, and to look on without 
sharing in the sport, and to cook, and to li^ht the fires, and to do 
everything that isn't manful. Now^ mind; I don't tell you 
these are my idees, but they are Hist's idees, and therefore, for the 
ftftke of oeace, the less you say to her ag'in 'em the better," 

'* And what are your ideas of the fate of an Indian in the other 
]^orld ?" demanded Judith, who had just found her voice. 
. ' •* Ah ! gal, anything but that 1 I am too Christianized to expect 

E thing so fanciful as himting and fishing after death ; nor do I 
eve there is one Manitou for the red-skin and another for a pale- 
I. You find different colours on 'arth, as any one may see, but 
you don't find different natur's. Different gifts, but only one 
jiatur." 

" In what is a gift different from a nature ? Is not nature itself 
^^ft from God r . , . 

^ " Sartain ; that's quick-thoughted and creditable, Judith, though 
the main idee is wron^. A natur' is the creatur* itself ; its wishes, 
grants, idees, and feelin's, as all are bom in him. This natur never 
' oan be changed in the main, though it may undergo some increase 
or lessening* Now, gifts come of sarcumstances. Thus, if you put 
a man in a town, he gets town gifts : in a settlement, settlement 
gifts; in a forest, gifts of the woods. A soldier has soldierly fiifts» 
and a missionary nreaching gifts. All these increase and strengthen^ 
lintil they get to fortifv natur' as it might be, and excuse a thou- 
sand acts and idees. Still the creatur' is the same at the bottom ; 
tot as a man who is dad in regimentals is the same as the man 
wat is dad in skins. The garments make a change to the eye, and 
lome ehaage in the conduct perhaps ; but none in the man. Herds 
lies &e Apology lor gilts ; seein' that you expect different condua 
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irom one in silks «iid sAtins fBtfot .«ne ia IvjO^MiS^^msM^ 
Lord, who didn't 'inako 'die dresses, 4nit «r]M» mle -j^^crp^ij^irs 
themselves, looks only at his own work. This im't n^'^ in^f^nary 
dootrine, but it's as near it as a man of white codourneQa b#. w^s ! 
me ; little did I think to be talking of such jnfUttcflr».to^4ajr» ^^^J^'B 
one of our weaknesses never to know what will ^pina to pa^ S^p 
into the ark with me, Judith, ibr a minate, I wmi Ix) ao^jf^fse 
withrou." <, • 

Judith complied with a willingrnesa she eouU scarce. .oon^isaL 
Following the hunter into the o&ii^.sbe took a seat. on fi'sibd, 
while the young man brought Killdeer, tbo riiie ahe ha^ oven himf 
out of a corner, and placed himself on anotih/^rj wiw.^ -^ya^on 
laid upon his knees. After tuening the pieoe rottiftd .as^ raund, 
and examining its look and its bceech with a a<Kt ei fiSWUuuite 
asAduity, he laid it down, and prooeeded to the4uluc<)jt wniok had 
induced him to desire the intervieir. 

** I understood you, Judith, to.say that you gave me lihiaiifi^e,'' 
he said. ** I amed to take- it because a .young woipfi^ ^^ i^^% ^"^ 
great use for fire*arms* The we'pon has a gi^t om^ ^pp. it de- 
sarvcs it, and ought of right to be oarried.'bjr 6<we ki^owtt^a^jmrc 
hand, for the beat repatation may be Justly ea^ral^Bsiwd ^u^^ess 
handling.'' , . . , a 

*'Gan it be in better hands than those in which it .i0^:(Mrw^JP||er- 
slayer ? I^omas Hotter sridnm nuasad with it ; wiik ^J^ ^t>fll^ust 
turn out to be — *' • ' (j 

" Sartain death!*' intevrapted tbo Imttter, laughipg« **i ones 
know'd a beaveK*man that had a pieee he catl^.by that Yesfpjfpie, 
but 'twas all boastfalnesa, for I've seen J>«l|iwAres |2iat ^i^ as 
true with arrrowB at a shnrt range. Howsever, 1*11 aao* ^™' — 
gifts— for ihi9 k a eift, luditib, and aaot nato>-«euii l'^ 
my nfts, and tiiavefotealLarw that the jdfle OQid^a't wieJ, 
himds than it is .at present. Bi^ ihaw Im^ wm it be ii 
main there ? Atween us, (he truth m$w}m saiL t)l0^fl^J 
like to have it known to fisrpent jmiTHis^ } hikt to ^ifit 
may be spoken, since your feelin's will not be as lili^^ ' 
mented by it aa tkese of.them. that Jbfik^ kAawi^ m» . 
better. Bow loa^ am I like* to ova tw rifle, o^ apyx 
. is a serious ouestnn for «ul ihogghta to feat <A^ r~ 
happen vhiob is to likefer to happeiw Kjllfoy M(i " 
owner." 

Judith listened with appawt ooiqposoni, Aougt , ^^ 
within oame oeax overpowering iier. Appi^ciAliQg Wt^aiM*^' 

eharaoter of her eoupanum, however, aha sui^eee^ad in 9i 

calm, though, had net his sttei^Mn been draa^L ai3UUUAve_^ 
riile, a man of his keenness of obseryatian aonldslM^oe hav 
to det^ the agony of mind witli whicm the gkl had J^e«u| 
his words. Her great self-^Mxmmaiid, iiotwithstanaiQg, < 
to jpuiBue llie subjeot in a way atUI to deeeive him. 

^ What would you have ma do with tike weapon." jlif^Mfcit^, 
** should that which youaewn to ex9^.t» lake |^la<^l ,^^a_ 

*'Xhafs juft what I xantod ta an^ to jmsbolif^^gg^ 
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" '<bftf« i^st II. "fliere'f Chi&gaofagook, bov. ihough iar ham being 
peifMt sartaii^ with a nfle^Hbr few jred-^skias e?er get to be that 

; — ^tbofttgh far from being perfect Bartainty, he is respectable, and is 
coming on. Nevertheless, he is myM'nd ( and all the better £ri'nd, 

' perhaps, beoanse there ueyer eon be «ny hard feelin's atween us, 
toiiohm^ our gifts; his'n bein' red, and mine bein' altogether 
white. Now, I should like to leave KiUdeer to the Saxpent, 
should anything happen to keep me from doing credit and honour 
to your preoions gift, Judith." 

" Leave it to Whom you please, Beerslayer ; the rifle is your own, 
fco do with as you please; Chingaebgook shall have iti should you 
never return to olium it, if that be 3;our wish." 

"Has Hetty been oonstdted in tihis matter ? Property goes from 
the parent to the children, and not to one child in partic'lar." 

^* if you plaoe vour right on tiiat of the law, I)eer6layer, I fear 
none of us can claim to be the owner. Thomas Hutter was no 
more the father of Esther, than he was the father of Judith. 
Judith and Esther we are, truly, having no other name." 

'*'l%ere maybe law in that, but there's no gp:eat reason, gal. 
Aecordin' to the custom of families, the -goods are your'n, and 
there's no ose ^srb to gainBav it. If M&tty would only say that 
shj3 is willing, my mind would be quite at ease in the matter. It's 

^true, Judi^, l^t voor nsier has neither your beautv nor your 
'wit ; hut we i^old be th« tendsEost of the rights and welfare of 
the qxost weakminded." 

The gMmade no aaewer; but plamiig herself at a window, she 
*tnimmoned her sister to her side. When the question was put to 
Hetty, her simple-minded and aSeotionate nature cheerfully 
assented to the proposal to confer on Deerslayer a fall right of 
ownership to the muoh-ooveted rifle. The latter now seemed per- 
feetljr happv, fw the time beinjB^, «t least; and after again ex- 
aminiiq^ and re^^zaimning his prize, he expressed a determination 
to put its merits to « inraonoal test before he left the spot. No boy 
could have been more ea^ to eadnbit the qualities of his trumpet, 
orchis cross'bow, than this simple jforester was to prove those oi his 
tifle. Eeturmng to the plaitform, he fint ^ook the Delaware aside, 
nni informed him that this e^efavated piece was to beeome his pro- 
perty, in the event of aBythiag seriooi befalliag himself. 

'^(iMsis a ii0W«eafloa why von 4ihqBld 'be wary, Sarpent, and 
not run into anjjr onoalculated danger/' the hunter added* " for it 
win be a yietorv «f itself, to a tribe, io own such a piece as this ! 
TheMingaa will ton green wi^ envy; aad» what is more, they 

'will not Tentar* heedlesdy near a 'vUlwe where it is known to l^ 
kept. So look well to it, Delaware, ana remember that you've now 
'to woteh over a thing ^at has all the valie of a creator', without 
its fiuUn's. Hist may be, and idioiild be preabos to yon. but Kill- 
deer wifl have'tiie love and ^renaration of your whole people." 

''One rifle like another, BeersUcver," returned the Indian, In 
bglidi, tlralaagaaife used by the otiier, a little hurt at his friend's 
,)gw6ring his betrothed to tiM level 4)f a wool. "Allkills all wood 
nifaon. Wife dear 4»4iM«^;«Ae«ooat»4duM(.'' 
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** And what is a man.iik tbe wxmIb, fwMhont something: to shoot 
»vith?— a miserable trapper, or a forlorn. bi^m,faid:b|sketYmak«6 
At the beet. Sach a man may hoe com, and s^dx^mmazL^ 
toother, but he can never know the savonty morsefr dfvexii^h.'OT 
tell a bear's ham from a hog's. Come, my fri'nd, tfmsfi. "^ofOift 
occasion may never offer ag'in, and I feel a stroig Qrayfrig; /oi* a 
trial with this celebrated piece. You shall bring ^ait your awli 
riile, and I will just site Killdeer in a careless way, in ;<*der; 
we may know a few of its secret vartues.'^ . ' ,< '. 

As tni8j)ropbsition served to relieve the thoughts of flicJ '^^ 
.party, by giving them a new direction, whUe it wa^ likelir tb,|;j 
duce no unpleasant result, every one was wlIHnff to'entei'inTO 
the girls brmging forth the fire-atn^swith an alacrity,; botd^^ 
on cneerfolness. Hntter's armory was well supplied, ip^^eg - 
'several rifles, all of which were hahitually keptloade^v^ Teiadmei 
to meet any sudden demand for their use. On the present occasipr 
it oidy remained to freshen the primini:s, and eaph ^lece was pi 
state for service. This was soon done, as all assisted ii .ft, 'ttre 
females being as expert in this part of the system c$ diefeiicie^'^'di 
their male companions. ...... ,7 

** Now, Sarpent, we'll begin in an humbje way, nsing old^ 
commoners first, and coming to your we'pon aiid Xifldedr 
winding-up observations," said Deerslayer, delighted to be 
weapon in hand, ready to display his skill. " Here's In 
abundance, some in, and some over the lake, and they keep at f 
a good range, hovering round the hut. Speak your mind, 'pk 
ware, ahd p^int out the creatur you wish to alarm. Her§ 4 a ^vj 
nearest in, off to the eairtward, and that's a creatur* that, bt' "^ 
itself at the flash, and will be like enough to try both piece 
powder.'' 

Chingachgook was a man of few words. . Kg sooner wai tfe 
•pointed out to him, than Tie took his aim and fired. The duck at 
ut the flash, as had been expected,^ and the bullet skipped 'to* 
iessly. along the surface of the lakei first striking the water vrti 
•a few inches of the spot where the bird had so lately swupi.;^ 1)l . 
slayer laughed, cordially and naturally; but, at the same tiineii' 
<hrew^himselrinto an attitude of pre]Mtration. and stood 1^~ 
Watching the sheet of placid water, rresentiy a dark spot 
■peared, and then the duck arose to breathe, and isihook its W"* 
While in this act, a bullet passed directly through its bi 
actually turning it over lifeless, on its back. At the next monxe: 
Deerslayer stood with the breech of his rifle on the platform, ._ 
tranquil as if notliing had happened, though laughing in hip 0>m 
peculiar manner. .> 

** There's no great trial of the pieces in that.''/ he Baid» asjf 
anxious to prevent a false impression of his own merit. **alo, 
that proof's neither for, nor ag'in the rifles, seeing it was all (toiolt- 
ness of hand and eye. I took the bird at a disadvanta^, or hh 
might have ^ot under, again, afore the bullet reached him. Biit 
the Sarpent is too wise to mind such tricks, having long been used 
to them. Do you remember the time, omef, when you thongUI 



f and t took bim out of your very 




Jva^, JucuppL . Ay, nere a just the bim we want, tor it s as good tor 
l;he fU^e, as jLt is for tbo aizn» ana nothing: slioiild be lost that can be 
,iuiai^d tp j U8t accounts There, farther north, JDelaware/* 

The latter looked in the required ^direction, and he soon saw a 

f^gjx^ bliy^k dunk, finaiing m stately repose on the water. At that 
'^tant j^j^y, > wUI^n so few xnen were present to derangr^ the harmony 
; the wm^rness, all the smaller lakes with whicli the interior of 
ew^orksp abounds, were places of resort for the migratory 
,'aqaatio !hi3ra9 ; and this sheet* uke the others, had once been much 
frequented ]5y all the varieties of tiie duck, by ttie goose, the gull, and 
6ie loon. ♦On the appearance of Hutter, the spot was comparatively 
Jaeserted jfor other sheets, more retired and remote, though some of 
.^fuch jspeeies continued to resort thither, as ii^deed they do to the 
jsreaent hpur. . At that, instant, a hundred birds were visible from 
The castle, sleeping on the water, or laving their feathers in the 
iimj;^jelement,.tbBt]^h no other offered so favourable a mark as 
5;hat jDcerslayer had just pointed out to his friend. Chingachgook# 
83 usual, spared his wo^ds, and proceeded te execution, xhis time 
^3 wa^was.more careful than before, and his success in proportion, 
^he hird had a wing crippled, and fluttered along the water scream- 
ing, materially increasing its distance J&om its enemies. 
''. " That bird must be nut out of pain," exclaimed Deer slayer, the 
jnoment the animal endeavoured to rise on the wing; ** and this is 
ithe rifle and the eye to do it.*' 
^"The duck was*Btill floundering along, when the fatal bullet over- 

t:>k ii^ »Qvecing the bead fcom the neck,, as neatly as if it had been 
ne witih unaxe. Hist had indulged in a low cry of delight, at 
e success of the young Indian ;^ but aow she affected to frown and 
Xesent the greater skill of hia friend. The chief, on the contrary, 
T(ttQfed the usual exclamation of pleasure, and his smile proved 
|u>w much he admired, and how little he envied. 
^'"Kever mind the gal, Sarpent; never mind Hist's feelin'«^ 
whicK will neither choker nor curown, slay nor beautify," said Deei> 
alayer, laughing. ** "Tis nat'ral for women to enter into their hus- 
tand's victories and defeats, and you are as good as man and wife, 
Uo far as prejudice and fri'ndship go. Here is a bird over head, 
that will put the pieces to the proof; I challenge you to an upward 
aim, with a flying target. That's a ra'aJl proof, and one that needs 
sartatn rifles, as well as sartain eyes." 

V The4^ecies ^ eagle that frequents the water, and lives on fish, 
was.^s6 present, and one was hovering at a considerable height 
^bove the hut, greedily watching for an opportunity to make a 
swoop ;, its hungry youne elevating their heads from a nest that 
jora^ in sight, in the naked summit of a dead pine. Chingacheook 
li^lently turned a new piece against this bird, and after carefully 
Watching his time, fired. A wider circuit than common denoted 
that the messenger had passed through the air, at no great distance 
from the bird, though it mifised its object. Deeralayer, whose aim 
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WB8 not nMie true than it iraB qtiiok, fired (utboov as it was oertain . 
his fneod had niiB8ed» and thfi deep swoop tbot followed left it 
momentarily doubtfcd whether the euple was hit or not. The 
marksman himself, howeyer, proclaimed his own want of sncoess, 
calling on his friend to seize another rifie, £9r he sow signs on the 
part of the bird of an intention to anit the spot. 

" I made him wink, Sarpent; 1 4o think his feathers were niffied, 
but no blood has yet been drawn, nor is that old piece fit for so nice 
and Quick a si^ht. Quick* Delaware; you're now a better rilli>, 
and, Judith, bnng out Killdeer, for this is the occasion to try liLt 
merits, if he has em!" 

A general movement followed, ecush of the competitors got rcadyi 
and the girls stood in eager ezpeotatiDn of the result. The eagle 
had made a wide oircnit after his low swoep« and fanning nis 
way upward, once more hoyeied nearly over the hut, at a dis- 
tance even greater than before. Chiagaehg;ook gazed at him, and 
then expressed his opinion of the impossibility of striking a bird at 
that great height, and while he was so nearly perpendicular, as to 
the range. But a low. murmur from Hist, pmduced a sudden ini- 
pulse, and he fired. The result showed how wellhe had calculated^ 
the eagle not even var^g his fiight» sailing round and rouncL in 



room, Sarpent, and watoh the reason of the aim» mt by leascoLaAj-* 
thing may be ramed." ^ . 

A careful sight followed, axud was ra|pealed af^iu and again^ ta< 
bird continuing to rise higher and highel!. Thea followed' the 
fiash and the irepoit. The Midft. messenger sped Qj^ward* avt/i* at 
the next instant, the bird turned on: its side, and. came swoq^o^ 
down, now stru^rgling with one wing and then with another, anvt^ 
times whirling in a circuit, next fasning desperately as^ if ooDsdo^ 
of its injury, until, having described several* oompl^ drclas sxoxaoii 
the spot, it fell heavily into the end of the ark. On examining tki 
body, it was found tiiat the bullet had pisroed it about hialf Wajr 
between one of its wings and the- fareast»boiie> . ^ 

CHAPTER XKYL 

'* trpon two stoinr tablet, qtresd before her, 

Bne lean'd her ooeoih, itfora tlita stoaj haa^f 

Tbere slept th' impailul judge, and •triet t e aUiWB • » 

Of wrong, or rig^t, with pun or with reward ;. 

There hong the ncore of all our debts, the card 

Where good, and bad, and life, and death, w«r» ptfUafrf 

Was nerer heart of mortal aoutttsinted; 
But wiun the xolL WM read, with thooaaad temn fiunted.*' 

0ILX8 ruteaitt; 

** We*te done an untiitmghti^ thing, 8arpent--y«8, Jadith, we*T« 
done an unthoughtful thing in taking life with an objeot no bettor 
than vanity!" exclaimed Ceevslayer, when the J>idafwaffe hi4d up 
the enormous bird^ by its wiags^ -and. exhibited th^ dying eyes 
xiTeted on its raiemies with the gase that the helpless iter fitsteii 



THE DEEBSLATEH. ^09 

on th^ip destroyew. " 'Twas more becomin* two boys to grratify thefr 
fe)^lixi*s iii tliis otttl^tig^htftil maimer^ tlum two Warpierfroa-a war 
patU, 6veft though it be th«ir^ftrBtJ All's 1 me ; well, as a pumsh- 
mbnt V\\ q'Udtjon at on«e, and when I iin/dinpell alone with them 
btbody-thitideef Minj^os, it's more than. lik«' I'll have ocoasiou to 
rchiBmbcr that life is eweet> even to th« beasts of the woods and 
the jfcwls of the air. Here, Judith; there's Killdeer; tako him 
Mdk ag'in, ctnd' keep him ^r soma handi that's loore desarvicg to 
own sttch a fiec^.'* 

' ** I knoW'of hdbe'addefleirvmgrawyonr own, Deerslayer^" aaxswered 
th^ g<r! in haste j ** nohe but your* shaB keep the rifid,' 

** If it depended on skill, you mi^ht be right eBoxigh» gal^ but we 
shbuld khd-^'when to use i&e »nnsj'as> w^fefi as how to use '^m. I 
haven't racnt the fii^st duty y«t, it seemsi so keep* the piece till I 
have. The sight of a dyin' and oistrossed oreaita]<« even tkouRfh it 
be only i bfru, brthgs ^whohwHne thoti^t8< to a man who don't 
knowfioW sboixhis-o^n' time may come, and who^u pretty sartain 
that it will crome afote tdii© sun* sets; I'd give back oil my vain- 
Ibelin's, and t^j'i(5iii'sfift httnd^ 8nid.ey«, if that poor eajgje was only 
d^' its nest a^' in, with its youngs praifiia' the Lord, ror an v thing 
diat we can kn6w abottt the matter, for health and strei^th ! 
' The listenen wei^ oMifounded witih this pnpofof sudden repent- 
ance in tlie hnntei^f and- that) too, for an indulgroAoe so very common, 
that men seldom stop to wei^ iU- 6oiifle<)aeiice8» or the physical 
stdferin^ it may bring" 4n tho tmbfieiidi]^ and helpless. The 
D^l'awai^ tmder^tood what wn said, thougS he se^roe imderstood 
the feelings which had prompted the worda, and by way of disposing 
of the dfffitftdty', hO^dMW^ his kaev lbifife..«]ftdi sevfmd ^ head of 
the stlfffet^rfrottiite body. - . 

: ' **'Wliat a tkitiri* TJowwl'^ oomtiiined tiie huntw, " and what a 
Mihg" it' Vi to have itvand mft toi kavow how to use it! It's no 
woiiaer; Jttd$l9i, that th^ gMat-aa ^tan &ii of their duties, when 
tsVen this litfie- and' th« ktunbto' find it m hard to do what's right» 
Uhd not t(^ do wbat*tf 'WMng'^ Tbxn, how ^see^l aot brin^^a others 
iifLer itf Now, wa«i-t it for tida forlongh of mime, whidi must 
hcin t^Arette^baok^to the MiAgoa^ I'd fijld this <»eatur'».ne8t, if I 
travelled the woods a totmfirht^-^thotigh an eagle's nest is soon 
fonnd by them that nnderstands the bird's natur',— -but I'd travel 
a fortnight rather than not &M it» Jtiat to put the yoang» too, out 
of their pain." 

" I'm glad to 5iear you say this, Deeralayer,*' observed Hetty, 
•• and God wilP Uie moro a^ to* remember your sorrow for what 
you've done, than the wiokednesii itself. I thought how wicked it 
was to kill iMumless birds, while you Were shootinj:, and meant to 
tell you ao; but I don't know how it happened, — I was so curious 
to 8^ if you c<rtdd hit an ea^le at so great a height, that X forgot 
altogether to speak, till the mischief was done." 
''' '* That's it ; that'9 just it, my good Hettv. We can all see our 
fecoHha dnd ibistakes when it's toe late to help them ! Howsever,- 
Fm fi^ yo» didn't speak,. fw I doa't think a word or two would 
1iate«toppedttie» just it that moment; aad 90 tbe m stwds in ita 
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Wen. ^ M^ tii^^ATO li£fto be^^^Mf^^^SSfl^^ 
there 8 times wlien they're haxd^r ttinikBt ptoigre.'' = .niv/ :roa i 5! «i 

little did Deerslayer know. While thus inclium^ in MUn^^ftii 
vere natoral to thp man, and m fltdeld^ in aoooTdftftoe mw iaa 
tfwn nnsophisticateaand i^BtfrinciDlest that» i^ tiiei-fMNmebail.Arf 
inscrutable Providence* \yhic^ so ^ironpily imd ^.fifesgi utMiarirtiBl jl 
opvers all events with its mantles, thf ve?7 J&iull) :h» ifnt^impff&sdibm 
severely to censure, was to WiQ^de 4ie BiOfUAs^fl Aot^rolilite^ihli 
own earthly fate. The mooe aad ^q n^mfint lai^^diicb Jite.viartb 
feel the influence of this, interJ^i^BOe^ i^ wt)i^ JiejPfUBiftvxB.iv 
relate, but both will apneair in the course of the succeeding chdt)tMJ 
As for the you^g man« im.iV>Wislo7ly jbfk tbo.9ite likf otofri^rioW- 
ing for his misdeeds, and seated hif^selfiQ^iilfmeetiQft.ibft^ftt&BBil 
By this time the sun )iad aaceadtti ta:sosi^iMgiit^iiid'm wpeMti^ 
ance, taken in connexion t^K his^ppifleiM; feel$Qt«% io^Htt^^^^ ^ 
prepare to depart. The Delaware |?ot the canoe ready for .faiiB 
friend, as soon as apprised, 9f hia ^mtcKtif^ wVihi iBidtpMsfed 
herself m making the few arrahgemAO^s that w^retbpvghi Sfitiasa 
sftry to his comf'rt AH ihfii wai im^ wi%h(x^t ^9fii^^il^i9^n0ihA 
in a way that left Deerslayer fully aoq^uunted with<ifin4 cQwiv} 
disposed to appreciate^ the motiYe. Whs^ ml waf( lsft»0^.mlih 
r^umed to the side of Judith and Heti7--flMthfffrofl-TOm.ibail 
moved from the spot where the youairhuiuer'S^I. ; . < * ;- -^i; i) >'i'lus 

'■ *' The best fri'nds must often par^ the iant benmH wheniift 0Mbb 
the whole jffjfy frouped aronnfLhim. *' ¥ep, fri'Msh^ oiiR'tt jAt^r 
the ways or Ptovidence; and let our feeUn's. be lui the^ mat* varf 
nmst part. . I've often thought ijh^e's wfrnmUf^^i^rfm M9I6M, 
dweU longer on the mind th^canuaoutpui^^wi^ft 90^r^ JMcjiifSfltoi 
bered,1ust because the moUJ^ th^.giTM,^lf^*t£9i^)^te(giTOtti^ 
agMn. 1^0 one knows what waU^aitp^ ia theiraildraftdtibepi^bctti 
it may be well, wbpn £i';ids.sepaw» junder a< lik«libo€idjtflitt^tt>l 
patting may b^ long, to say ai^^.word^ inku^Qsflk f^^ftort^l 
keepsakes. If all but one will go into ^» iTrk. I^rtaOc totancV^laa 
tutn,. and what is more. 111 listen to what yoA majrhlii^y^^mff 
back^a^'iu; for it's a poor eounseUor ibat\w4n,tjt#biAi}i»ik(iiAl 

As the meanipfl: of the speaker was undecitDQd».1ihe!tM. Xn^maa 
immediately withdrew as desired, leavinir the sistm AMvtveii^i: 
still standing at the voung man's nde. A look ^i m»m9tt^miB 

induced Judxth to expkin. . zn.:''ia 

^ " You can advise ^etty ag you land.* she aai4 lu^l^l i^fXo 
intend that she shall accompany you to w phtwe." ; / r, t i r j-. >jo 

** Is this wise, Judith ? It a true that, under. iHmx^mk-pmvamA'iT 
stances.' a feeble mind is a great proteotie«am«n8^9rll4-skwli)t>.1»it^>:4 
when their feelin's are up, and tliey'ro bent on t^Yepg^ it;8 'hazii. . 



to s(ty what may come to pass. Besides^--' .. . it 

''What were you about to say, Deerslayer?" asked JnditJv t 
whose gentleness of voice ^d manner amounted nearJbr t0 UJuhso^A 



ness, though she strugglecLhard toWpS^r emoImM wL apprti 
lieMoiismaubjectipa^ - . .. . , i . ^ '^' ,..; i4.uj&a^i lod lo 



.T^^Wayi^Bttlitf ]^tfc«lr <ite*i>r« •gfeHts afid^a^as'tet oiS, even 
is-litto'iriitei^^with teitijoh' A«d 'la^maiV -arHeltyl, hcW might 
better not witness'. Bo,' Jttdilh, ybjs^Wotilcl^dowo!! td.let me land 
toiie/^ai^iibkwwyouriist^r'baefc'' . , * . 

-. * SPeref fbdr fei* ifie, Deei^^rer/'-^nJ;' i* Helty. wTi(5 c<);mpre- 
hriActed«ttMi|rh!«f HW^iootirte «o^Mo# Its '^gynetal 4Tift ; .** Vm 
Ipiepbtefc-vifndedr; ^tfttd fM«t/ tfcey • d«y^; ' ii ' Ab ' ex^iiste- for "gdirig ' (iny- 
wtiore-} atid'^at tlilit'#oiltfeioas6'wiU%d brerf6<5kBd. d;i aocouni 
•f tbrbibleU alt74y9'<»tty. i^ iSI ^w«6ndei^M, Juditfi/Jiow all sorts 
«0]iMfa, Ui*' itbpp^ fiff^irill ^'t^ htmfef^,^ed meor'tis wejll as 
white, IMiinga^ «b ^r«ll' oii^ I>6lfitt^dSy do t^vetenbe-. {itulfoar .the 

^"f 'thiidE f^t* feflteiiot^lfc^l^'jet^Taid Wf feat ihy Injury, 
■ *Js€er;**^aiflth^fot^-l8htin*ixsfet^oh your 



QBtty/"«i^eiied the _.._, . , _ ^ 

ffOiaig:U tile 'Htirdilciiaiib With bnr'JfieUd/ Yon "beW there can 
ia Boiftfltei'tiot 4mn to. yottP^lf;aiid iriaj^ &' g^^at^c^d^ 

l>?Tliis*i*'liot'sa; ftiofiie.tfl, 'Jttdltli, -to^dfeMi^; 'fciA s'a I^aVe the 
iHttttw tdur «rWn'^«y:'' pettmwd^fi^'J^uni rbku. !^<iQt, yourself 
ifeadyvflitfy, todgfo Jtt«* 1^& 6aAD«r, for 1't6 a, few. fiardo^ words 
t«»«y;tey«r«r'Mfeteif,wM«*fCto'A^ydTlho.|:^^^ - ' ,•,.' 

r^Juftitblandh^i^oomplittton^coflfi^tt^a silent •^nt!l'')iemrvfiad so 
tkjt <}oakpli«d'tl^-te> leave them, aloile, When: Beerslayei^-^tbokup the 
subject as if it had beeitihtert'tt^ted by some brdinji|:X'occuTOnoe, 
ttinfinli'vrfyiiitttter-df-'feetway; ' / "' - ' 

i^^JWb'fdsspokitt At pamik< and wl^fcli^aj' b6 W last Wq '^yer 
hear Jkma ft M'nd, ate' Hot eoon fo^otteh; he r6pe'ated,^^'„atid,so, 
Jcidiflkr, i intend'to- ^p;«lk*o yon likea- brother, seeiii*,a'iA i^Qt .old 
enougfe'tcrbey^Uif fe«W. 'Itf «heffii»st'tlace,l, Wifeh f()'c^T4tion yon 
ai^m^ yonf hlMet bf iHikIt tw6 may. be «iiid ' to hr nt' youif Very 



f(Wksitep8i ^£d to beset ?y^irt? %^. Thfe fii^ !^' o;icoji§n6ff* ^pod 
l<»ks;^«mi0h iii a»daHfe§it)UBla foe 'to- dome yomifif^^dta^na^^mtole 
tftbd"^ Miagtw could ^rove, and wl^K Calls f<)r.gr^j^1?w«Lt(jhtul. 
nAfsj )&otio adinire and praise $ but to distrust' atid ^cTiimteiiit. 
TVs^fdod' loo1;«'inay-.be eatcn^entedj'and fafrly out<nttedi f " 
"■ bifc^ti»Jdoi^^>HWi'4'^^tbtditieh^ 



InPoiieif W^^Mf^yat'H^k^ixy tdttletoM^thit they^'ihdrlifce.Qie 
anows ; and, when once firppe, they neyer comp , back ^g'ip^ • Jhe 
a^WttS'&aWawgo, Jttflithi" atJa'ff Wiei lave winfef. \n^ storms 
fLvAff&^ flpd spring, With, ehiBs'and Ifeaftcss treesj"we have 
BmaimPf'Pfi^ ii« sttn aifl glorfous ikies,' and fall, ^i^h its fruit?, 
and a ga^ent thrown pverthe^forest that xio beau^ of the 'tojsm 
cM& wmMlide <>ut of ^11 tk^ lih&bti iii Amei^ica. 'At^h'Js 'jLu an 
cftemal round, the foodfless of m^ %ti!rtgii]^ hkfk m^ pleasant 
wksifTKK^tfhadt^m)Tlghof thd * otopleasant. Bnt itV. not Ji(i with 
gobdlocto.' TkBp are- lettt 'Ibr a shet*tifei6r*in t^^th, to pe iised 
antt not abused \ and, as I nevei* lne<J with a young Woman to jnom 
Proyidence has been as bountifiil as* it has to you. Judith, tn fhis 
pajfilo^^kJr, t W«i^ yoli,.a« It might be With my dyiii' breathL to 
bewara of the 'Mmjr t fri'nd *» lniihy» as we deal with the gift. . 

It:«|%t tf^'^({«(MfiA' to Judith: t^^4h^Me^nedm admissions 
of hor personal charms, that muoh would haye W^ f^rgiv^to tile 
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9] an wliD nftde 1lv0m« let lum be who he might;, ^vk <^t that 
momelit, and ftotn a far hetter feelnur, U woula sot IraTe^'heetf el^ 
IW Deerslayer seriotwly to (^nd her; and she listened it4th a' 

Eatience which, had it been foretold tmly a i^eek etaUer, it #o»Jd- 
avQ excited her indignation to hear. 

"I understand your meaning, Deenteyer," returned tlicf'gi^U 
with a meeknees and humility that a little surpiised her list^ner^ 
* and hope to be able fo profit by it. ^tyou have ih^tioned 
onlyoiie of tJie enemies I have to fear; who, ci what; is the othef^ ' 

' ^Vthe other is giv^oi' way afoKe y^ur own ^ood senue and judtf- * 
mi^t, I find, Judith; yes, he's not^ Q^'<laAgeKm8''as'I Biippaaei- 
Ilowsever, bavin' opened the erabject, it wi^ be aswelLto^ endi^ 
honestly. The first inimv you have to be watehftil.iof^'as I'l^d 
dlreildy told you, Judith, is oncommon good look^ wnd Ihie ueoit im 
an oncommon Imowledge of the sarcumstance. If tha first k -bada 
iltie last doesn't, in aiiy way, mend Hie matter, so fur afl 8a£^ am2. 
p^ace ofmindare consarned." •. • t ^ 

~ Eovmiush longer the young ma&wf^uld hanra gdnfon in hi^tf 
£m^\e and unsuspecting, but well-iBtentietied maoneviil mi|^ 
ifdt De easy to say, had he not been interrupted by has liitenei'r 
bursting into teats, and giving way to an outbreaJc>of fefing^: 
#hidi was 80 much the more violent £rom the &ct that itiiad/iNeeil'^^ 
with 80^ ntueh difficulty suppressed. At first her sobs .were 'jkij 
violent and uncontrollable that Deerslayer was a littfe mppfiUod^ 
and he was abundantly repentant £rom "^o instant that lie t'di^ 
cotmred how wttah greater was the ei^t produced by^his^ w s toi y 
^BH he had anticipated. Even the iMOstevS and eciLaotin^'surai 
usually anpeased b^ the signs of oonts^tkm, but thenatmn of X>ett»« 
^aror did liiot ic<fuire proofe of intense feeding so strong,, iipordef* 
tt» bHng him down to a level with iheregtiets felt l^ the gidUN, 
i^If. He arose ^8 f£ asd adder hod st^ng him; and the a«Dentft!ofl 
the m<^er t^t sootiiefr her cbild, were scaroely more gentte aniok 
wihningr thtfn the tenes of his- voice, as h& new ecpnesseil his.«(m-l 
tjritiok at having ge^ne 9i fan ' ♦ ^ - 

^ '^Itwas well m^ant, Judith," he said, "^but it was not intehddk* 
te1^Q3^t yohif iee)fn% So mueh. % b«ve oveidone the advioew L se«^* 
yJBs, I've' overdone it^ lind I omve your pasdoa fixr ibe mm&,fT 
Fri'ndship's an awM thmg I Sonieffifiies it cnides us fiv ActI havins^ 
done enougli ; and t^en ag'in it speaks in strong' words &r havw- 
done too- much. Howsever, I adtnowled^ Tt* o^rdone Aa 
nifatter, and as I've- a ra^al «id strong regard fi>r you, 1 n^'iec to. 
sfty it, inasttiuch as it piroveer how mvati better vou acre t&m.'inyi* 
own vanity and coiraaits had made you out to be?' 
'Judith now removed her hands from her faee^ her teatt had ' 
ceased, and she unveiled a countenance so winning, with the snuLs . 
which rmdered it even radiant, that the young man gazed at heiV'- 
for a moment, with speechless delight. 

'" Bbj nb more, Deerslayer,*' she hastily interposed, •' it painn 
me to hear you find fault with yourself. I know my own weak- • 
ness iXL ^tte better, now I see that yon have disooveced it ; the 
ledson^ bitter sb I hAVo liMmd it for a msment, shall not !>• iwt^* 
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ffoi;^ We will not talk any longer of tliesei things, tot 1 io noff 
fcel myself brave enough for tlie» imdertafcing, and. I sBqxiU' not 
like the Delawarcs, op Hist, or eveai Hetty, to notice my weakness^ 
Farewell, Deerslayer, may God bless and protect you as vou4 
hiMiest heart deseryes blessing and proteotioui and as I must think 
he will." ',, 

Judith had ao far regained tne superiority that probably berongea 
to her better education, high spirit» and surpassing parsonal adv^n- 
tidies, as to preserve the ascendancy she had thus aeciden^Uy 
obtained, and efflaotually prevented any return to the subjcf ^ thaj; 
Wns as singularly interrupted as it had been sing[ularly introdUpea^ 
The young mat! permitted her to have everv thing her ownwayji 
iud when cdie pressed his hard hand in both ner own, he made no 
Eesistaaoe, but. submitted to the homage las quietly, and with ^uito 
as matter ef counse a manner, as a sovereifjfn woiud have i-eceivet^ 
a similar tribute from a subject, or the miatresa from her suitor„ 
Feeling had Pushed the faoe and illuminated the whole oounte- 
nance of l^gsri, and her beauty was never more resplendent than 
when she euit a parting glance at the youth.. That glanpe wai 
filled with anxiety, interestt and gentle pity. Jit the next mstantf 
she darted into the hut and was seen no moT9\ tlxoujrh Hhe spokel 
to Hist from a window* to inform h^ that their friend expecte4' 
hsr appearaacBi 

" Yod know etnough of x«d*skln natur'y and red-skin. TV^geSt, 
Waii^ {^Wah, to see ther condition I am in on account of tms w-, 
lengh/' oommeiibeed the hnnteiv in Delaware,- as soon as the patients 
and submionve giii of that people had moved ouiet]^ to his md& i 
'^^ou'will tber^ore best understand how onlucelv iam ever t^; 
tnk with you Mi^in;. I've bnt little to say ^ but tnat Uttle contes; 
£h>m long livin among your people, and from hovin' .obsarved ai^d 
ntoted their nsaget. The life- o£ a woman is hard at the best, but^* 
I must owBf tioough I'm not o|»nional)ed in favotur of my owi^ 
colour, that it is harder among the red men than it ia among tho^ 
phkNfafiei. This is a p'int oa whidh Okristians may well bpasjb^ if 
ooaatihgoani be det down to CSuristianity ULoay manner or fonq,|4 
whieh I rather think it ofmnot Hovrsever, ^ women, have their 
tnals, Red women halve their'n m what I Bhonid call the nat'ral: 
way, wSiile white womeft take 'em inoculated like* Besur your bur-' , 
then. Hist, becomingly, and rem^iiber, if it be a little toilflome*- . 
how much lighter it is tiian thftt of most Indian women. I know^ 
tli0 6arpent well-^ii^at I enU cordially-- «iid he will never be a. 
tyrant to anything he loves, though he will expect to be treated, 
himself like a McNhioan chi^. These will be cloudy days in your 
lodge, I suppose, for they happen under all usages, and among ^^ 
people ; but, by keepin' the windew» of the heart open^ there wdl, 
always be room for the sunshine to ^[iter» You come of a great . 
stock yourself, and so does Chingachgook. It's not very Uiely 
that either will ever forget the sarcumstance, and* do anything to-, 
dtsglraco :^ur forefetthers. Severthelesa, llkin' is a tender piant» and' 
netet thrives kng when. watered with tears. Let the 'arth around 
your married happiness be moistened by the dowa of kindnese.*^ 



814 , „ . ; *in5 PEEItSLlTEB. 

• '<My pal^inMifiiatUiTerTwiae; Wab waiti^'^W;^^^^ 
that ins -vnadomteDsher/^ •• • iv ' tn tjhJ 

'* Thatt'a judicious find womanly* Hist. Carpiaju^^mngV. fillip 
Aioiiti^ieairtediieBsim holding to go^ poyBseltiF 9^ wlJoB^f ^^^ p^ 
tectkm. And^ nov« «sk the 3AX|>fnt t^ «ome &M «pea^ r^ ^ 
for a moBieiit» and xnirry away mth you fUlmy oe«t.,~^~ 
vfmyan* I shall think ol you, HUt and of your.i^ti 
i)a]id^letirhatniay'^ilie1p'pa$a»and always wi^h.yf 
and hereafter, whether the last is to be f^M)ordtXl9 i^} 
4ir CAodstilaL dootrines.". . .^ v J^' 

ii fiist shed no Aeaar 9t portion. She was snstaoAfcliDy 
resolution of one who had deciaed on her course ; But ner 
^r^ Ittoonvus with the £seli«^.^1r^low9d within^, and^i.^ 
ioontenanoe beamed with an, ^jcpression of deternuofiuo^i 
in suuiEcd and sinrnlatoontmst to itfi ordieary gentle] — 
(bnt a miatte coe'tho Pelstwaxe advaneed to th^ sl^e 
.with the H^ht* noiseleas tread of an Indian* ^ [^ ^^. ..^^^^^ . 




;know too well the natur' of &rk>^hs w^ Hinges to S^Ve ^ 
iAombts or misglviD'a consarniu' what is likely tanapj[)eSft,W9^'jE 
Iget baok to the camp. On them two p int% tnerefore, pk few ^xm 
i will go a great way. In the first place, chief, I wish to say a uvSp 
'about Hist, and the manner in whifiu yon jed men itceat yoiyr 
wives. I suppose it's accordin' to the gifts of your people that ^ 
cwomen shoma work, and the m^gi hunt ; but there s such a jbhing 
<iis moderation in all matters. As for huntin\ I see np good l^poMn 
^whyany limitB need be set t<> that. Ji^utHi^ comes of too g^fim,- 
^etock to toil like a oommon druagai Ch^ie of your means' ^ 
Hrtandin^ need never ^^ant for com, or potatoes, or anting }i 
the fields yield ; therefore,. I hope t^ hoe will meVer be j)ut int<;; \ 
shandsof ally wife pf yoxur'n^ Yon kpow 1 am not quite a hr'-^ 
land all I own, whether in nmmu^tion, ddns, ann^, 9r eali^ 




the yonng womaai, for that yon do already* and whomsoev^ It^e 
'.man m'aUy loYes» he^U be likely enough to cherish.' 'NevertUblj^ 
lit can do no harm to say tmit kii;ia words never rankle, Yfl^m 
'hitter wo&ds do^ I know you'i'e a man, Sarpent, that jLs less vag^i^ 
Italk in his own lodge, than to speak at the .^ouncij fixse ; ^"^ ^'"" ' 
\fiil moments nay overtake us all* apd the practi^oe ox ^ 

and kind talkin , is a wonderful advantage in keepm*' 
ibahin, aswellnson^knnt." .i * « . 

••» V My ears are ofien," xetumed the Delaww ^ gravely ; •* JB^e if 

of my brother have entered so far that they never can fall ai^t 

^again. They are like ringe^ th^t h^venoend, and Cfnno1^£rdp. 

.Let him speak on ; the wj^ o£ the wren and the voice of a ixie&d 

•metmrtire." . ,^ 

" I will speak a little longer, chiefs hut you will exoose ft tax 
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the jftke of pld oompa^onshipx slioidd I now talk abont inyslf:^ 
mfr^ 'vroi^com^S'to'l^fe 1ro)%tf it»'iiDt'1^^]r|P4ftMni&^ bo^tiittch 
left of me bat aahes ; so a naye would betts^kss, and a sdrt lif 
Vtitii^. Ontiia^ 6e<»1& Fia^o Wliy paiiid'hur.thoo^lLit ai^ht be 
Well enoiig!i tb take a look at the remaiufi of the pue, and eboiikl 
any bones, ot'l)ieeies hb fotr&d, - t#Mdd be m(u« deoentto gather 
them toother, and%tt)ry them; thfan^ ^ lettkem lie for tiwi velyeli 
to g^aw at; aiid bowl oven ^faene- mattera coai mkke nb graatdifr 
f^rent^ iu tW end, btit a^sn. of wMte Mbod^and CSmstiaa f e^lin'ii 
tdvfe'ratheri'giftfotgtaVee/' ' ' i ■ < v • . r 

''It shall be done as my brother says,*' vetomed the Indian^ 
jiraH^eiyJ ^*if Idi» xnii]^ 1^ 'fair» let Mui^mpty k i^ the boaom tif a 

^^ ^*l^p3c f6vL,BatpetLtf is^^ yea^illstolei. 

l!^ble, easy. Idlees will oome tip{)iei:v»Mrt that I'm <nat apt to thiok 
'about in dommon, it's true ; but oy fittiving ag*in.Boiioe, aad lettin' 
fliers oome otxt, all will btf right i^ the-lfong- rsn. TkerD-s onb 
thing,, hows€^Yer». chief, that difes teein tof me to be ooreaBonAbWt 
tiiSi d^iflxxattif*, though the BSiBSionarie»^yit'8'ti<ae; and -bein 
^piy religion ah:d ooloui^, I feel bound to brieve them; They say 
^n^Indiain may torment and tortor^ the body to the heart*siooiLteiit, 
jkiid scalb and out, iu)d tear,' «&d bhrn, and eonsvnnb all his inved- 
^ons and deviltries, until xifbthin'- is: left but ashes, and they ahalU 
1>e stuttered to the forur Grinds of heaven^ yet; when thetr^mi^etof 
^^Ood ^hall sound, all will come together ag'in, and tiie mam ^rm 
^aad £)rth in his flee^ the same oreator' as to looks, if nbtaato 
'ieelin's that be w^ flifote he was haMiiked f * • . / >/ 

^ "Hie mra^onanes are good meft; they mtm we W returned 
Hhe Be^ai^rare courteously : **i^ef are fitdtgeeat medidsteal The^ 
Hhink all they say, iDe^aye^; that is vA t«ason' wiiy / w a rritwa 
^d 6rators Should be all ears^ nhen Ghiogachflrook. shall see the 
%ther of Tamenund staddljig !n his'sealm and piint^ and wia- 
' lock, then will lie believe the mlssioBiaHeSi' ■ .1 

Y' ^'B&ih*'^ beli^vitf,' of A «irt^tv»^AVs mel-aild BOinie>o£iis 
^ay dee these things sooner thai^'W^ uiought. I eov^hend yamt 
'ineahii^fbout.Tianienttnd's father, fi^anJextt^ and the Idie'enebtie 
^dee. ;Tanienund is no^ an <dldB«ly fiUmj lary eighty, every day lOf 
^Ujand his father wad t^ofdpidi and tc^nnented, and bumt^ wheb 
^he present prbphet was a Voungsler. Yes^ * if 4na oould see tb4t 
•come to pai^s, there wouldn t be much diffioulty in yieldin' faith to 
'.t)U that the missionaries say. Howsever; x am not ag^in the 
'opinion now ; for you must know, Serpent^ tiiatthe great prinoiple 
of Christianity is to believe uni^Aotit seeittg ; 4md a- man should 
'always act up toHa xeligion and pri^oipleft^ let tbaqi ba what thcQr 
*inay; * . ■ - . . . 

''^That is stranp:e, for a wise nation," ssdd the- Delaware, witiii 
emphasis. '* The red-man looks hard, that ha laay tee and under- 
stand.*' : 
; ^Yes,ijiat'8 plauserble, and ia agreeable to mortal pride; but 
Hit's not as deep as it seems. If we ooiild underBtond ai/we see» 
.3arj^nt, ther^ might be not only sensoi but safety in lefoam' io 



ftiv6 fmA^to unj vne tfadug thai we mi^ P^[ 

but wfaeft theirs so many things Jiboat which, k buij . 

kB«w Dothin' art all, why, thra^e's UUle use, and no raati»v in hmf 
diiBealt touohin' any one in jiartie'lar. For my port, DekKwnii^ 
«H <nif tJiottghte •baTen't boan on the game, wln^ outWin* in tk^ 
kmUrand BcaHtia'acf our yonth. ftwny'fi the hoar ryeiMiased 
^daaaixtly enough, t4M>, in >what is tanned Gonterplation by my 
peoi^ - On mioh oocaaions, the mind is aot^TB, tbeu^h tihe he^ 
aeeme lazy and lisiilfiBB. An open epot tan a uonntain side, where a 
wide look eanbehad attiie heavens and'the 'aotii, is amoel^ judicioiii 
place for a man to get a just idee of the power of tlks Manitov, aoid 
ef his -own littkneas* At sueh times;, theie isn't any greot dispo- 
sition to find fault with little difficulties^ in the way of eompedkfio* 
wny aa there aie so many big ones to hide them. Bdiaidn* ooittea 
ea«y eniongh 40 me, at suoh times 4 and, if the l4ird made mtok 
fiffit, ont^ 'arih, as theiy tell me it is wzttten in 4ihe bible, tliea 
iiirns him into dust, ait death, I i^ee no great diffifinltv in ^t^ W9f^ 
to bvingin* him back in (he body, thou^ ashes be the OBly sohf 
ataaoce left. These thingB Jiie ht^tmd our understandis', miogii 
they may, md do, lie so olese to our fioelin's. But of aH ^ doo^ 
tiineB, ttkrpent, that w^oh idisturiw me, and diseonaaBto my min^ 
the most, is the lone wtuch teaohes us to think that a ipoio^Roe goea 
to^Do heaven, and a red-akin toano&er ; it may sepamte in death. 
them wlnoh lived muoh toge^r, and loved oadi other well in life &" 

^ Do the missionaries toach their white bvethien to ikdnk ^ ja 
•o f ' demanded the Indian, witii senoue earnaataieas. ** lEb« UMik' 
wares believe that good mennnd biaive wasnors will hunt to^atihai 
jn^haaame nleasamtt woods, lotithem belong to whatever itsibe ibf&t 
4nay ; that ail the unjust lTidiaiHi,.gnd oowavda, iraU hafieio.mw 
CK wkh the doga and the w(^eB, to f^ veniaon for th«r Ifl^lli^ 

" 'OHs wondsKlQl ihew many consaita rmanhind have WMfiffirifr 
happiniass and miseiy hefeaJter!" exolaimed the hxmtet, .hfms0 
away by the power of his own i^henghts. ** Som« belioaFe in Infiw'* 
•and^xmes, and some i^biak ^^Boiafament ia to eat with the^mvei 
and dogs, ^en, ag'in, <6Qme isnoy 'heaven to be on]^ Hu^ oainaijn' 
out of meir own *aFUily longin's ; while others fano;:^ ^trfittgdj «tt& 
diixan* lightal WeU,. r?ve an ideeof my .ovm, m ito iskoltar, 
W'hiah ia Inst ihis, fiaifNont. Wheaewer !'«» iem WPtmSt If«» 
«iBiraiiy &Tad Uwaa ewin' to eome blindnase of thO'ininiUiwUA 
hid the vigfat inm viaw, and vdien «m^ haa retaQe«« mn T 
aeme sonow and xenentanoe. Ncnr, 1 eonsait that, after i 
«:hon the bed^ ia laidaside, or, if naad at 4ill« iB^[iwi&od|Ad 1 .^ 
otti ita kmgin s, tiie spfirit sees nil thin|pB in their K^'al Sght* aaad 
•Bt»«er beaomea blind to .truth and iuatioeb Swdi boin'. the <^«% ift 
that baa been done in life ia beheld as plainljr aa the ann is seenriilr 
noon : :the good btingB joy, while the evil brings florroir. ^E%esQ^ 
Botliin' onreaiooable in -tiEat, hat it's ageeeable to.oyery mmfs aK- 
per'ence/' -^ 

" I (thought the wde^aoea halieved aU mm WHia ndakad t wiMt- 
atmi could ever ^nd:the vdiite man's haasmi ?" 



Ytdtt^lMis <M8dffftiMd (neday, i maker so idfldbir/oad >tikfiai'*t«riU 
ftll oome plain •ddojH^ Ton smist knov, 8ftppebfap thadt ihei»'|) 
been a great dded of aalvatioa done, that, by God s help, enabLn aU 
men to iiad w^rdaa for their wickiedaesaes, and that is tke esaeniss 
•I tlii while man's reli^on. I can't stop to talk this matt^ oTOr 
With yen any longer, for Hetty's in the eaiioe, and the forlovgM 
lukes me a^ieay ; but the time will oome, I hope, when yon'U fed 
tiiAse thinffE; for, aftsr all, they mvut be feU rattier than reasoned 
about* An's me; well, Delawsze, there'^ my band ; you know it's 
that of a M'nd, and will shake i^ns eueh, lOioueh it merer has ^ssie 
yon one^half the good its owner wishes it bad.' ; 

The Indian took the offered hand, and retnrnied its presmire 
mowly. Then billing baek on his aoquired steioism of maansiy 
wbkh so many mistake for constitutional iaMHifarenee, he <k» v.u|i 
in reserve* and prepared to part itom kis friend witk digniiyv 
Deerslayer, however, was mere natural ; nor would be have at -iO. 
Oinred about giving way to his feelings, had not the recent oendunt 
and language of Judith given him some secret, though ill^defined 
fllp^ehensions^ctf a soene. He was too liumble t»^imagine the tmdi 
eonoenung the actual feelings of that beautiful gid, while be ^was 
toe observant not to have noted the struegle she had maintained 
with hevsdf, and which had so ofiten lea her to the very Toige of 
dafsoverf . That spmething extcaordiou^y was ooncealed in her 
breaisthe thought obvious enough; and, thnmgh a sentiment ot 
manly delioaoy that would have done credit to the highest human 
M&oenwnt, he shmnk fsam any ezjMSure of her secret that migbl 
8iibsequen% cause regret to the f^iri herself. He, therefore, detsw 
mined to^epart now, and that without any further manifestatioae 
of feeling either ftom himself or from others. s 

** Ood bless you 1 Sarpent-^^bd Idess 3F0U V* cried the hwateti an 
fte^mnoe left the side of the platform. ** Tour Mamton and my 
0od only know when and where we shall meet ag'in ; I Shall oo^nl; 
it a. great blessing and a full reward for any little good I may hava 
doneen 'art^ if we shaE be permitted to know eaoh other; and ta 
ccmsoft together hereafter, as we have se long ^ne in these .pfea^ 
Mftt weeds afore ns V* 

C^kigadhgook wnrv«d his hand. Drawins: the light blanket hft 
VTMre alter his head, at a Roman. weold ooneealJiis gnef in.bos robe?/ 
he eldwly withdrew into the ark, in order to indulge his sorrewjuci 
his musinge ahme. Deer&layer did not speak.agasn nntil the oanoa 
WM» half-wuy to the shore. Then lie sndasnl^ ceased ^^addlingv at 
tak ^Ktanmtion that^ame from Hib mild, mninoal voice lyf Het^. a' 

^Why do Mm go back to the Hurons, Beerslayer?" denumdetlr 
tiMgirl. '*They say I am feeble«minded, and such they never 
bom ; b«t you have a^ much sense as Hurry Harn^, and more too; 
ludith thiriks, thoogh I don't see how that can weU be.*' 
':^-Ah>l Set(^, afore we land I must converse a little with yon^ 
ehild ; j^nd that, too, on matters torching your own welfare, prin-«: 
<Slpdllyr> map p6diling«^-or, rather, that the Mingos needn't think 
we are plotting «nd contriving, and so trei^ us accordingly, iuatr 
dlp^ow f adm^l^fhtiyrand give the ^seaoe n little mntiQa^WMf no 
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more. That's just the idee and the movement ; I 

enough at an appeliljranoey aad might be made tiseft,^ _ ., ^ 

vention, if it was lawful now to use one— that's |xist'the T3ee ^Sd 
the morement! Ah's! me. Desait and a false tongue are/eril 
things, and altogether onbecoming our eolonr» Hett^; but it m a 
pleasuTe and a satisfaotion totmtoo the contrivances 6f a t^-skin 
in the strife of lawful wartoe. My path has beeti shorty ^^J^ 
like soon to have an end ; but I can see that tiie wande^i)}Wx4f a 
'warrior aren't altogether among brambles anadifScmtied. /Jhjw^s 
a bridit side to a war-path as weH as to most ot^er thS}q[^';it ygejl 
only nave the wisdom to see it, And tiie gitterositjr to oHfpi itl * . 

•'^And why should youir ww^-path, as yoti call it, comtf sj> tueux ^o 
anend, Deerslayer?" " , _ " - ." 

" Because, my good girl, my farlough comes so neat ^ iid^ 4n4- 
They're likely to nave pretty much the* same tarmin^tij)l^*4^re- 
^ros timd—one following on the heds of tite ot^er^ as a liatt^ <;f 
course." :; ■ ' - * V 

, " I don't Tmderstand your leaning, Deeralay^^r,** t^ 
girl, looking a little bewildered, ** Mother idways s^fti 
to speak more plainly to methan to 'most o^erpersonk, D^dej^ I'm 
ieeblevminded. Thosd that are feeble-minded don't itiid^m^ofd m 
easily as those that have sense," , '':"' 

•• Well, then, Hetty, the simple tmthfs "fliis. Yoti Ww tfeat 
I'm now a Gaptyv^ to the Hurons, and captyyes oattTt'^db^'i^' w 
things, as they please-^ — -' .. i . > -•- 

. " But how can you b© a oaotive," eagerly interili](rte4^*tlie ' &A 
" when you are out here on the lake, in father^a bark 'c^oe«^3 
the Indians are in the woods with no canoe at all ^ TfUttc^i^ 
j»ne. Deeralayor r «' , ^ */; ** 

"I wish with an my heart and* eoifl; Hetty, that ydtf/#itf i!^ 
and that ( was wrong, instead of ^^ur bem' all wrong; 'a&d'tk|;p^l^ 
only too near the truth. Preo as I seem to yottr Oy}gs»'gill;x 
bound hand and foot in raTality.'* ... ^- 

. *' WdOL it M a great mi^ortone not to hato sense T ItcftK ' 
can't see, or understand, that you are a captiVe, or bdund Itt!' ar' 
itoannen If you fXf^ botmd, with wh^t afe yonr UtandjT awr i 
fastened F' ^. ■ , - *i -T. . ' -- •..»77;u'^ 

. " With » foilongh, pd; that's a thong «iat-1)ffldi'tirflt^1, 
any chain. One may be broken, but the other can't. KopOB'a^ 
•hauis allow of kniTes, and desalt, and contr|vAnceik';-biK 'Ik^fi^s 
lough can be neither cut, sHpped,' nor •sarcamvented'.**' ' ' ' 

'* What sort of a thing is a furlough, then, if it be 8tMf4i:er,t|iii3t 
hemp or iron? I never saw a fuiiongh.** •,'',' 

f * I hope yon may never feel one, gal ; the tie is altogetite^ m, fbif 
feelin's in these matters, and therefore is to be felt and iidcwae^' 
Tou can understand what it k to give a promidC, { Sa^'^ iiasv 
good Uttle Hetty?" ^^ 

'* Certainly. Apionaseis to say you ^rp!U dx) U iiUnff; 
hinds you to be as good as yonr worn. lfo<^ ahrm 
promises to me, and then she said it wonid be wickoalfS 
keep my promises to her, and to enrybody else.'* ' '' •' ' 
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^ ' •Toir laye md a good mother, in some inatt6f8» child* whatever 

: ithe may have been in other some. That is a promise, and, as yon 

' say, it must be kept. Now, I fell into the hands of the Mingos 

last night, and they let me oome off to see myfr'inds and send mes- 

'^ sages in to my ow4 colonr, il any such feel consorn on my account, 

on conditioi: that I shall be bacfc» when the sun is up to-day, and 

1^ take -wiiatever their reyenge and hatred can contrive, in the way 

-''of tonnehts, in satisfaction for thelifs of a warrior that fell by my 

' xiBe, las well as for that of the yoivxg woman shot by Hurry, and 

' other disapp'intments met with on and about this lake. What is 

palled a promise atwecn a mc^er and darter, or even atween 

itrangers, in the settlements is called a furlough, when given by 

one soldier to another^ on a war-path. And now I suppose you 

' understand my situation, Hetty ?'* 

.' The dri made no answer for some time, but she ceased paddlinsT 
^alto^etner, as if the novel idea distracted her mind too much to 
^adnHt of. other employjmeuU Then she resumed the dialogue 
;<eamestly smd with solicitude. 

I •'Do you think the Hurons will have the heart to do what you 
ttei^, Beerslayeri*' 4x0 asked* ** I have found them kind and 
"harmless." 

. " Th^t'^ trn* enough as oonaams one like you, Hetty ; but it's a 
Very drferent aiSsor, when it comes to an open inimy, and he too 
"tile owner of a pretty sartain rifle. I don't say that they bear me 
apecial malice on account of any expFltes already performed, for 
|hat would be bragging, sa it might be, on the varge of the grave ; 
imtit*s no vanity to pelieve that thy[ know one of their bravest 
thd ctmnin*est chiefs fell by my hanos. Such bcin' the case, thd 
tnbe^^Q^ld reproach them if they .failed' to send the spirit of a psde- 
iuce tQ keep the company of the spirit of their red brother ; alwa^ 
supposin' iiat he can catch it I look for no marcy , Hetty, at thwr 
mnds; and my principal sorrow is, that such a calamity should 
hefal pe on my>hrst war-path : that it would come sooner or later, 
ftverv soldier counts on and expects." 

; •* The B.urons shall .i»p^ ^hai^ you, Deerslayer/' cried the grid, 
Itiuch excited. " 'Tin wicked as well as cruel ; I have the bible, 
h^gr& to tell them 80v Pa yau thiilk I would stand by and see you 
fti^ented?" 
"Iha^.not,jny good Hetty, I hope not; and, therefore, when 




but to sneali; a iittU- plainly to you, gal, consarnin' your own 
matters. 

^ /''What cmi you have id aajr to m^, Peerslayer) Since mother 
dfea, few talk to me of such things." 

J '* $9 much the .woKse, wor gal ; ye«, 'tis so much the worse, for 
<EQe of your state of mind needs frequent talking to, in order to 
^ape the snares and desails of this wieked world. You haven't 
ftrgoften Hurry Harry, gal, so soon, I calculate !" 
'*X1— X forget Henry March rezdaimed Hetty, starting. "Why 
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should I forget Lim, Deerslayer, when he is our friend, aad onh 
luft us last night. Then, the large hright star that mother hwm. 
so much to gaze at, was just over the top of yonder tall pine ontha 
mountain^ as Hurry got into the canoe ; and when you landed hi:ii 
on the point, near the east hay, it wasn't more than the length of 
Judith's handsomest riband above it." 

" And how can you know how long I was gone, or how far I went 
to land Hurry, seein* you were not with us, and the distance was 
80 great, to say nothing of the night ?*' 

** Oh ! I knew when it was, well enough,** retnhied Hettj-. 
positively. ** There's more ways than one for counting time anU 
distance. When the mind is engaged, it is better than any oioclr. 
Mine is feeble, I know, but it ^oes true enough in all that toaeh(:s 
poor Hurry Harry, Judith will never marry March, Deerslayer.*' 

" That's the p'mt, Hetty; that's the very p'int I want to com 3 
to. 1 suppose you know that it's nat'ral for young people to have 
kind feelm's for one another, more especially when one happens to 
be a youth and t'other a maiden, iNow, one of your years and 
mind, gal, that has neither father nor mother, and w^6 lives in a 
wilderness frequented by hunters and traj[)pers, needs be on her 
guard against evils she little dreams of." 

•* What harm can it be to think well of a feflow-oireature/' re • 
turned Hetty, simply, though the conscious blood was stealing to 
her cheeks in spite of a spirit so pure that it scarce knew why jt 
prompted the blush ; " the bible tells us to love them who despite- 
I uUy use us, and why shouldn't we like them that do not ?" * 

"Ah! Hetty, the love of the missionaries isn't the sortof Hkin' 
I mean. Answer me one thing, child ; do you believe yourself to 
have mind enough to become a wife, and' a mother ?" 

"That's not a proper question to a^' a yoBUg' woman, Deer- 
alayer, and I'll not answer it," returned the girt ^ a reproving 
manner — ^muohas a parent rebukes a child for an act of indiscretion. 
" If yon have anything to say alxMit Hurry, I'll hear that — ^but you 
must not speak evil of him; ne is abs^rt> and 'tis unkind to talk 
evil of the absent." 

" Your mother has given you so many good leSsons, H«itir/€^t 
my fears for you are not so great as the^ were. Nevertheieaa; ' a 
young woman without parents, in your state of mind, and wte'is 
not without beauty, must always be in danget ia tach a la-wles^a 
region as this. I would say nothin' amiss of Hurry, vrho, in tlio 
main, is not a bad man for one of his callin', but you oi^t to kniiw 
one thing, which it may not be altogether pleasant to tell you»^ bat 
which must be said. March has a desperate likin* for your sister 
Judith.'.' ' 

•• Well, what of that? Everybody admires Judith, she's ao ha»d- 
Bome, and Hurrv has told me, again and again, how much he wisshes 
to xnarry her. But that will never come to pass, for Judith don't 
like Hurry. She likes another, and tallcs about him in her sleep ; 
though you need not ask me who he is, for all the gold in Smff* 
George's crown, and all the jewels, too, wouldn't tempt me to tfeU 
7oa hJB name. If sisters oan't keep eaeh other's secrets trii<> date^* 
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. ** BaxiaiQly ; I do not wish you to tell me, Hetty, nor wquld it bo 
imy advantage to a dyin' man to know. What the tongue says 
when the mind's asleep, neither head nor heart is answerable for." 

** 1 wish I knew why Judith talks so much in her sleep about 
officers, and honest hearts, and false tongues ; but I suppose sk: 
don't like to tell me, as I'm feeble-minded. Isn^t it odd, Bcetr- 
^ay^i that Judith don't like Hurry— he who is the bravest-looking 
youth that ever comes upon the lake, and is as handsome as she is 
herself. Father always said they would be the comeliest couple in 
the opimtry. though mother didn't fancy March any more thtfli 
Judith. There's no felling what will happen, they say, until things 
actuaUv come to pass." 

" Ah s me !— well, poor Hetty, 'tis of no great use to talk to them 
that can*t understandf you, and so I'll say no more about what I 
did wish to speak of, tnough it lay heavy on my mind. Put 
the paddle in motion ag'in, gal, and well push for the shore, for 
the sun is nearly up. and my furlough is almost otrt.'* ; 

.. The canoe now glided ahead, holding its way towards iJrt poiit 
where Deerskyer well knew that his enemies expected him, and 
where, he now began to be afraid, he might not arrive in season Ik) 
nxleem his plighted faith. Hetty, perceiving his impatienee, 
without very clearly comprehending its cause, however, seconded 
his efforts in a way that soon rendered their timely return no longer 
a matter of doubt. Then, and then only, did the young man suft^r 
his exertions to flag, and Hetty began again to prattle in her simple 
confiding manner, though nothing farther was uttered that it may 
i» thought necessary to relate. 

CHAPTEE XXVn. 

*' Tlioli ^Mt bMn body, X>e«ih, this d»7, ftnd yet 
Bat half thy woric is done I The gates of hell 
Jure thronged, yet twice tea thousand spirits mote, ' 

WhOf ^m their warm and healthful tenemSDti. r 

Fear no dlTorock must, ere th» aun go dowpi 
aitertheworldLafwoel"— SouxKJY. , 

. jOve Gxprnemed in the signs of the heavens, would have 'Seen thit 
the ^n want^ but two or lAiree minutes of Ihe zenithi' when Deer-^ 

* filay^ landed on the point where the Hurone were notw encamped, 
nearly abreast of the castle. This spot was similar ta the oiie 
Already described, with the exception tnat the surface of the land 
was less broken and less crowded with treee. Owing to these two 
circumstances, it was all the better suited to the purpose for which 
it had been selected, the space beneath the branches 1»earing some 
resemblance to a densely wooded lawn. Favoured by its position 
^jyi its spztngf it had been much resorted to by savages and hunters, 

'. and the natural grasses had succeeded their tires, leaving an ap- 
pearance of sward in places, a very unusual aeeompaniraient of the 
virgin forest. Nor was the maiwin of water fringed with bushes, 
as on so much of its shore, but the eye penetrated the woods imme- 
diately on reaching the st^rand, C0lIla9umdi^g neairly the whole asea 

'•,o£tiie projection. 



82^ THJS OEEBSLiLTEK. 

. If it VM a^int of honour witli tlie Inctiaii warrior to redeem lus 




^*t»i4'^apo>iiit'^ chttrtio1»n9ti»'mcte^ *' ' 

)MAtett^i Ib^H t^ re-iaMetfr atf neaily tui P'osaibleratitliftr a^ 

]ilo«i4|tltJ itiivUfli WmI not U exceed the: giace atooOrdM'ib,^ 

^H^tfo^^y6(Vtie oneAay; iMttit \0a3.'ii0fcter to meet ii ttrarimBlUKEft 
«dl^ihi>^ oftlvifi^drainatioefi^etjmngles.wkb JQQsto^ tte mteif 
^'Of the^^AmeHeati aborigiiMs, sad Hedonist, iik^ttbe^jpu^Ol^ 
0^ 4"si#ilslr feeling' amon^ people ^noie afo^tif»ted Mft 
Mt'^ idHiy "li^ Hferred ^to a pinna^hr oi nUtufe j > iiW.^fiiStrr^l^ 
^mvl^*tLO^Vfh^ it^nmeBiattedfled t^.eliiticiin>ii8JielffdaT«|itti 

[ a M^id l:4e:atd tff hbiMnbv it 'ptses^ootft itseE toronn ai^i^Btttion^kL 

^j^fit^c^fo^M^^tratttiv^. f' As'tespacU Dcerslnt^orv Ikmigkihfi Iq!m: 
'tt '^fiae-iii Bbowis^Ms hniijite bloedi^ l)9^«fteai dBYiatitit^/£to(3ft Stfi 
mAlsttfiei' ti^ie'red^Jmea, h^freqtidnlly diwnDed into th^vlttsas^Mf 
k^d oft0Xife]fi&4^tfaeir'£(ciiaf^/UBeoilBdo]ljd7 
^u^6e# (^hd^t^«ofcttb€f ot^ntersto'appttd^ioittiiBdiheittii^t^ 
'«ftd(]tdi!d;^sl' > Oft ihe^ii^AiiMeasioMie {WDndd^hJbTa^jab^iQfift fo^n 
'-^emfjim'^ lei^^g&'buste Hk^y^ a'tooJ^edv istohwfiiihie'^iiitfoiiUL 
^ave'^osatailied'WtaeJtt aldiBi«stt)ii tbab the^iBeioskodifor iifft»/ltfat9 
Hhaa t^*k>6i^umiiiiM.\het,m the/bthsv hand^Tfabi tfiftMm. «fft- 
^iraf'i^ <i6(Miavib6iwoaidJkffiv^«piadcened i^ moTeasentB^iii^j^i'i^ 
order to avoid the dramatic $/ppsti:i^ni»^i:jsatvtndia^ 
-lOMaktM^wii'ttotiiinost'liiidtof ids ahseoeei fifciljLaf»idiei»tttiad 
lixAmttte^ t<f^ddfelit 'thei kutiuitciitiDn^ibr vOten/the y^iittx iteftttNit 
'bis^lbbt oaitfaee -point; and adrtainced mtti a.'8t0Bdy #reiad fttHrams 
vlhe'gtflM^'of oh&c^'ithat'wiis scalted in«Eare\arva; oliufalieiiftc 
-the oldest '4>ftliairiiiiial)err cast hi^ djnQ'upnard at ah openrnflriuil 
^iifel^'aiidfMitlted out'toMs^ebnipanioiis the 8tartiiiBg:>&ot;t»atJ 
*^iaii was mtisdteving a dpaee th»t \hu9r k^wa tb aiiar]c!^tik«j«ehi^ 
YiL ^oaimon^btitrloi^ ex^aaBati6a of sarnrise and admuiatioi)t«s<ip|^ 
i^lwj 4iiacethgand the gpim wiarrioirs looked at e^h ^thev; ff^e 
imUh. enW aaddisappoittfansieal,) soiae with ngtanmhrniaii^, .ajb tbe 
-^T^cisi^ammhrc^ of thiir-Tiatim; ajld others Trith a more igfOk^t^im 
ImtAiiiikael^etAxdg^ \ Tite^Auerics^IndiaiL alwaye darned £19 Jii«fil 
'3i^kiton0iiithetni>bic6t^t)idzm9<tfae gnoans and>>yi€drdiiig(0fj|i^{?ritt^ 
Iduideeitoitiir^ihove'thittrthe trot^iyiof hisisoabr^lihdf.ti^^^l^M^ 
-■■ it^l^worevihaii his lils. . To slay» and toA to famgdff thQ:pMciCtf f 

• 'Victory^ iadead; vas'soaroely deemed hanonrablei$.eY«n l^e^ w^e 
( anddeKee.lttDSDQtB of the toest, Hbe their more nurtoed-hvc^him 

of the conrt and the camp, having set np for theniselvea AnM^^inwfy 

* dnA arintvary peintaof ^hoaonr^'toi supplant the cctnoliimoiie 9t um 
' <right^ .and the decisions of resuson. '^ 

-:Theiijiinrains had been divided in tiieir opiniona oonoeimijpflr tjie 
- piohctbiiity of their eaptiYe's retnm. -Most amang-th^n, inmidy 
> had mot. expeoted it possible for a pale-faoe to cosm biutkyifU^* 
tariiy^and meet the known penalties of an Indian tortiirefl.'bttia 
fflvirofthe seaiors expected better things from one whohftdiilteiwy 
shofan Idmself ' so sjngulariy ooolr brave*. snd upright liim wHy 
hnd-Qomo to itsdemsiony howev«rt less in the espeotation.ot Jwbff 
the pledge! redeemed, timn in the hope of dis^oini^ ti>s J)^f9^ea 



{If <ed9lin9'aattr1bnriteiBtb ite deddoiqpQnty of ^t^jmiiW mup 

fi^Agiitt tlleir designs agamfet^lkke ^ntiieb^reAem* ^^\^lv9i vi^^ li^ 
ifid MdDrt8r<>f tkee norty &9d iDemeaJledin ; ai^ tj^.wj^cijl($! 



<l^ln^«blvtd teseope tmseexii - Arlai)^e. raft,. k«wn^-ii )i>!Pe£^w9rk f^ 
^0g»/hfld lieea' iir«ia;r6d^ aauL was' xb- ftelii4litn9<ydi«d$3i te, l^e tkm^ 
^toditBi-«il^»sr* lurk'dr >eaiaii9(:as>t>eeafli(^xt viigbtr.jrG^Uii^i' (0 eofnai :^ 
;t6e ikte '4>f 'Beenld^etr ttes .dj3teiaiido«d $ ihe^ /setticqrB) of. 1^ fp^K^ 
ihaviii^ic6tt9'txKtiie^opiifioik']&atitr;wais gettin^^biir bfLB^$^^,£> 
'^elfty tiieir d&partuve < £br Oaokaklaj be^cod tliQ : 0(H4i«|^ ; JU^Ht* v i^ 
-tllK>ttJtlieiibaha;fw<iited metfily to dispowfof 'Uiii/Wgl&xifftM $mf|t 
itlroUg'M UHlttevB'to^ antiB, and pi^pased 'to* oomifi^niOtf i^ ffi^mt 
^'tdwdms'Uif-'distBirt-ivatecs ofiOo&mau ■ . : ■ - r : -: ; ■ rf t ^ ; , -v - . . j •: • I .■rc> 

Jif^43^SftMm^, ' lyi the t)IdeT mrmra w^re 8eait<»l> ion jtliie»imQk4f 
^m^ ^Heii' te^f ^mating Hh /approaehf witibn ffraye deodmim* * < On-iHe 
•t^frht^dibctd^the yomisr mfio^ arme4iHrhila'l£0!idlt>^a$<9Qfwp»^d hy 
:^tne iTOttiai imd cIlLtldveiu In tiie^ de&tre-'wto' on tipeta qpac9l0t> oiittl- 
^iltd^rii(bl«'«aclciit; always eonbpied! b^y^i^a^eiV'bitrfiioiiL f^iAiph t^e 

4i^ddybr4feH< ^dead; wood, 1 aaid/ oUifeir ohstafiles: had beeiii|^ eatieftillgr 
X)Mi&«ved. ' ' f£he xndre • o|ienraireat had i prohahly heeiv iniuon. naed hy 
'>lbrtti6f tttUiiiSt for this was the^^nlace'ivhere therap^eesance'^l a 
on^a^ .was 'tike most deoidedj The arrehea p£ th^ i«ood<»r9Ti$iif at 
I'llifhimoofiqf oast their somfare shadows' on the* spot^ whiok thQ biri}- 
iiimt liayib of this ^mv/thai iatriiggled ithrtog^i thirlfi^vte ktomtdbcitfid 
i^mfm/ki^midii' if* sudhraa rexpiaessioa ifian )bar «tddr t-criillunpinate. 
^^s'pit)1iaMy ^ifom aBimilocbpene thatihermiskd'of inttiL'ihrift:firet 
^pridfa <^f Khe effittstif CKf Oothia thtoehy and ^thurchly hvestj tibia 
^imt^ (>f (titttare produamiar some 'audi eff6et> so fiur as light- and 
^ifhidows! ymXf ooncenLod, as the we&^^kndwn aibpnag of human 
YlWt^^ttliOll.'^ ■ • '• '. ■ •• ' ) 

(> ^ I Ab ims not muisiia]: amone the tiibee alid wondering' bands of the 

aborigines, two chiefs shared, in nearly equal degrees,' the principal 
d,%hd <pt4mitir9>e sollioTikyliMCfr was wielded over these dixMten ^f the 
f^^i«irt.; ^ero'ware 6e\ieral who-mig^t claim the distinction of 
*^b<^g Mffi 9tmu bat the t#o, in question were so much superior to 
'' ill the ^veist. in- ixifldenoe; that; w&en th«^ agreed, no ■ one disputed 
v^het]^ kuandates;' sand: w&en they were divided, the hand hesitated, 
C llira imA who h^cdloiM: their ■ ^Yeminff ^mnoiple of aotion; It was 
y ilktf M eo aibf mit y / with praetioe»*-^)ernapB we might add, in coh- 
B ^tmtAbfhMi rmtOKf^kBLU onerol thb dsMs wae indebted to his mind 

(OT his iofluencey wnereaa the other owed his distinction altogether 



to quaUtieB that "wei* |lradcaL One yms^ Monmv wtW kDAfOkfulv 



eloquenoe in debato, wisdom in ooimoil, a|id tmidenae inmetwofts^ 
wiuie hiB great oompetitor, if not his tvviX was « braif«^ cBsi^ 
t^^shed in war, notorious iax ferdoity* and renmkable/ in. the 
way of intdleot, for nothii]|r but the ounning: and ezsedieiits of the 
war-path. The first was EiTenoak« who has ahreaay boen intro«' 
dvLoea to the roader^ whilo the last was caiied. l& PaathdvOrin tbd 
liiDafua^e of the CanadaSi; or the Panther, to lesart to the^mnaeidat 
q£ the English CQlonies. The afipellation of the fighting cnief was 
9|gpposed to indieate the qilaiities of the warrior^ agBsaahly %^ m 
praetioe of the red lean's nomenelatnre ; feroei^. ewiDing, attd 
lireachery fadnflr, perhaps the distinotiTe fBatuves oi his olaraoteffi^ 
Ihe title had Men reeeiYod from the Franeh, and was. prized so 
mueh the more from that circnnutanee, the Indian sabnd^iiif.pniw 
fuundly to the greater intelUgenoe of his pale«£aoe aiUes; in moati 
tiui;^ of this nature* HowweiLthosoirHrtAB^WvsiiieiiteiyWilii^ 
seen in the seqnel. • - '^ ^ 

Kivenoak and the Fani^r sat side hj side, asraitinff ihefliifpiX)ach 
c£ their prisoner, as Deershiyer put nis mo^ioasinea foot on. i^ 
strand; nor did either move, or ntter a syllable, uQtil ^ ToongL 
man had advsnoed into the oentre of the area, and nrochaivBd hitf 
presence witii his voioe. This was done finnly, uiongii, in iiia 
sisq^e mazmer that marked the oharaoter of the individuaL 

"Here I am, Mingos," he said, in the dialect of the Dekwases^al 
language that most present understood; '* here 1 am. andiheire is 
the sun. One is not more true to the laws of natur*, thanlho^ other 
has proved true to his word. I am yoiur prisosier ; do with mo wha£ 
yon please. My business with man ana 'arth is aettiod; noibinfL 
remains now but to moot the white man's Gk)dy aooordim' to & whitoL 
lAan's duties and gifts/' 

A murmur of approbation escaped even the women» at. this ad^; 
dress, and, fw an instant, there was a strong and pretty general 
desire to adopt into the tribe one who owxied so oraTe a spirit./ 
^tiili there were ^santers finmi this wish, aawng the pxinoipal ut 
whom might be classed the Panther, and his sister, le Sii|naflh2;SO 
oidled from the number of her ohildren. who was tho widipfw of. le* 
Loup Cervix, now known to have f alkn by the hand of the ca4[itiinek. 
Native ferocity held one in sabjection, while the corroding prwsion. 
of revenge prevented the other from admitting any gentler feeUnf 
at the moment. Not bo with Bivenoak. This chief arose, stretdbea 
his arm before him* in a ffestureol courtesy, and paid his compile 
mentawith an ease and dignity that a prinoe might have eavied 
As, in that band, hu wisdom and eloquenoe were eonfesaedly with-C 
out rivals^ he know that on himself would properly ttH tho duty ol 
ilrst replying to the speech of the pale^feuse. 

**Pale*faoe, you are honest," said the Huron orator. *'Mf 
people are happy in having captured a man, and not a skulking 
fox. We now Know you ; we shall treat you like a brave. If you 
have slain one of our warriors, and helped to kill others^ you havor 
a life of your own ready to ffive away in letuxn. Some of my voun^r 
iiien Ihnught tbat-the blood of a pale-&ce waa too thin; mX it 



would ttfbie to ran under the Huron knife. Ton will show them 
it isnot BO ; yoor heart is«toat as well a» your body. It is arpl^- 
vae to malse suoh a prisoner ; riioiild my warriors say that the 
djsftth of lo Loop Oervier ought not to be forgfotteii, aad thai he oan- 
out travel teWBvds the land of spirits alone, that his enemr must 
be sent to overtake him, they will remember that he fell oy the 
hondi o£ a hmve, and send you after him with suoh signs of our 
£dendship as shall not make him ashtoiied to keep* your eompany. 



reifhtnxed- tho 

^ ^ _ ^ __, * knew not only 

. "irkat yon huwe 9M, but wiiat ut still more importaiit, what ytm 
mean. I dare to say your warrior the Lynx was a 8toat«>hearted 
hrave».asid worthy of your M'ndship and respect, but I do not feel 
uowotthy to keep his compasyv wrAout any passport £roiki fwat 
hands. Neverthetess, here I amr ready to reosiye j'udgment irom 
yoixc oounBit ift iadeed* the aatfter was net detarmined among yoil 
afore I got baok." 

; '^ Myt>ld men wotdd not sit in oouneil ov^ tc T)ate«£sce until they 
saw bun amoag them/' answered Biyenoak» lookinflr around him a 
Httle TroBdcally { '* they said it would be likB sitting in council over 
tilie wands; they^ ga where they will, and come baek as they see fit, 
ami not otiberwise; There was <Mie yoioe that spoke in your fxyoxff, 
Deerslajmr, >but it was alone, like the song oi the wren wheee mate 
hw faeea strudc' by the hawk/' 

: *' I thank tkat yoiee whosoever it may haTe been, Mingo, and 
wiU say it waus as true a voioe as the rest were lying Toioes; A 
Ibdou^ is as binding on a palie-^face, if he be houeet, as it is en a 
Rd'4ikm ; aad wasitnotso, i woidd never bring disgraae on tha 
BeSawvos, aottcmg' wb»m I may be said to have received my^ edica* 
tion. But words are useless, and lead to braggxn' fw^s; here I 
un; aetyuiirwillonmie/' 

Eiveaoak made asign of acqaiesc^ioe, and then a short conference 
w&s privately held among the chiefs. As soon as the laiter ended, 
tiiree or ibor young afin Ml bade £rom among the armed grooip,' 
aad disappeared^ Then it was si^ified to the i^iseiieir that he wav 
at libevty tv 90 at large on the point, until a etmnoil was held con-* 
cerning his fate. There was more of seeming, than of real oonfidenoe^: 
however, in this apparent ItberaHtv, iaasmush as the yoottg men 
mentioned, alnady formed a line oc sentinels aeross the breadth of 
the poiati inland, and esoape from any other part was out of the 
questioii. Even the canoe was removed beyond this lin«<^ sentineH 
to a spot where it was considered safe from any sudden attempt, 
'i^hesepreeautians did not proceed from a failure of confidenoe, hat 
from l£e eironmstanee that the prisoner had now eomplied wioi aU- 
the reouired conditions of his parole, and it would have been cim- 
sidercd a eomomeadafale and honourable exploit to escape from his 
foes. So nice, indeed, were the distinctions drawn by tne savages, 
in eases of this nature, that they often ^ve their viotinii a ehanoe 
t» evade the tortnre, oeeming it as ereditable to the eaptors to over* 
take, orto outwit a xontive* wsh^a kk exertionawaeie auppoeedto* 









iy^ unc.on^wJjis of, or 'JTorgieti 
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cj^s opportivaitioa. Could }ia xipw h4Yp.fie^ii ftfty^i^ba})] 



ft!r,a^ escape, ,the attempt wo^a not Ixa^YP bjeoa ael^aj 
Bit tjjiq.pa^a seamed despejate.,' w was Atirai:e'p; 
B^tmel^ aad feljt ^he dpeultafiof J)realdng tlifoiMit 
Xlie kke .offered qo.advaix^ (^ tte (JftnOe'wouKi'Mve 
loea me gr^ate^t'fadlities &;(j^F^r<»KJtfe,Aii»';,(eJ^'*T)ii 
fpima ii^Q difficult task t0 s,^im as far asfthje ci^tl^^ 
a8)out;thepoijit,:ke e\^ei). ^aisiiTkeg, tl^0 spot to ascelt 
^p jd^'e of <^ii^aej4m0i3Lt ;.,Dut its cieiipq^i fte ite^ 
W|it^lituJ glaj;iQ0S..taat Fe|»e. J^turifed toisw^ JJan, 
vlio madettejpL q^ffept^ g?^ ^ qee Blin,*pi:!etew< 
dSuent from s'licee^ijpL^. , Ihp amd ^^4- <^i^?^^^^^ . 

e 0liapL<s6 of ^uofl^sa Jiefor^ oO comiiiitted tws^if ^^ 
(Ji^ mea^i{ua(iejffi|fe. Iniisines? 6x tlie c^pjapl^ftrfe^lfe^^ 
i^ r^il^ tiraiii. .The cljieK con^^ted ajaft, iamwtittg 
** to tii?ijr comwilgi; for .she^ the i^do^'oj 



wajriioj:,^ 
^lieyo.un| 

r^aup;witli^_. ^ , ,^.^ ^^ .__. _ ..^ 

that was to oelebrate tlte tenmnationpi t§§ 

W9^^ 



m 



^aA fexclysiT0 right to b^heafd o^ suohj m 
iii^'dj^oBfid about lA-itdol^j^t listlessi^fess, -^wi 
^-^'an patience, .wml0 the. tem^es prepjye^Jlii^ 
' Vate tlte tenmnation. pJ tW.lifl^uj* 
it.othefVise fbOjir heito. |?o.ohe,^i 




mgj ; g^a t£ST5dMe^4t;oi)8^^ 

6f,im s^atbels 'woT4dlave»detfect^d m €^u^ 

({r Aen^tioxi to 4oiiotfe tbe real state of things^ ^ . , . 

W<)i;p^u put iheir hfeads tog^meh and^ it appeti^edL mi&V0»wi>] 



IhQ prosp^t <?f .I>e€3:$l^yer. fc ^, ^ 

gestuiie^ ; but <i group of Indian j^irls Were eyMiehty'. wdmat 
afljfi5sreutWjAds.0f aXW^ ** ^ " 

vW^^tm^^ .Ilk m^ Qf>lfidih9^^^ 

^ded, a,w$y.^ . ' ' - , ■ *,.',,, 

Suspense is, perhaps, the feeling, of aU ^Asrs, thait i» ihort .2ift^^ 
4ult to be supported- When Dj^erslayer landed, he fiUyt^m. the- 
Course of a few minutes, expected to undergo the tortu*ei|;<^.a4; 
Indiaji rey^Dg^* and- h,e was prepared/to meet. his fate niamttol' 
but the delay proved fat more laying than the nearer Approtten pn 
snffering, and the intended victim, began seriously to inedlmfe some ^ 
4JB9perate effort at escape, is it might be firom sheer anxiety, tpter-: 
imnatd the scene, when he wad suddenly summoned to appejiir, (ttioo» 
^ore, ik frout of hi« judges, who iiad aibady arranged the oaMl fij^r 
TfA f^er order, in readiness to receive him. ^ ' " 

/* KiUg* ol^e deer/' commenced RivenoA:, asl sooi 91S ms ea] 
gtood b^re Bim^ *' my »red jatu^ have listened to wtse^oHs ; 
ftre ready igo Kpeak. xirx ts^-^ man whos^ iauierB Of^ 
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l>bj^ifi[!^%iy ffiXL^'m ore cbitten of Ifhd settbgf smii we t«rn^ 
o)u; |aoef ^toward3 t)i9 Great Sweet Lakeir, wlien we looktowatd^' 
oWMtfa^, ; it inicy be a wise cbtlntry aria Wl ot richesj towards 
the mpming'l but it is verypleasant towards ihe evening. "WiJ 
l^ve 'raost iq i^k in that direction. .Wfien we gkze at the easfc' We; 
feel affaidvcaiioe after panoe brmmrig: more and more of your peop^^ 
inriW tik2k:ofjiaye sin, as if tlieir land was so full ad to ran over-1 
1M ijei .v^ ate fbXv already ; they hav^ need Of help. One oi; dttr 
\»e&t iodfe^' MM lately be^n 6mptiW J>y th^ d6a,th of it^ master : it: 
I he acl9^gi$im6 before h^ sou oai grow big. enough to siiiy hiji^ 
ie. Theice 1^ his widow } she will want venisoh to feed hier iintf; 
_ jr 'CihSir^ jpr her wiisare y^t like the yotcng of the robin befor^^ 
they ortt By your haad haa thx? |Teat .calamity befalleW' 

hjri/Saeitai two 'dufles v ott^ to le loup Ceryier, ami one to ms 
;feahp,fo^ ^cajprlifejbr'lite, blSo^ibf bloodTt^onerljiVT; 
^ '^^ ig; ariojffier. ' "W^ khow W, ^er.^bf the Dteer!^^ 
, wheu you say a.thiiig, it js ^0. /Toti haVjBf but onf 
it is not,^fked, ltt:e a snake'^s. . XOitr h0ad i^rietef; 
all (jait see it. . WMt you .say* t^aj; w^H yqtt.ao;; 
henf yotL have doi^e wtoug. It la iotx wi# t0. db. 
$ you can:. . Jtere ia the Sumach ; sheisj alime* 




Yoii'arfe'j 



a 



foH^L' 
widow 

Huron^i le $^eu)h's ear^ WiU riot hear the cries of h^ clularen 

mirlfaepplewrljl count 4iie'pri»erriu^ „/; ' ' *' 

•-IrfftarisA.tMs^Rftenoii/'; answered Deerslayer, Wh^ri the othet' 

^d de^|(e^^p.e«aui^ ) Vyes,'^ did drea4 that.it wOuld come td thr^ 



. . LOup C^^er ;' fed. her children ; cajfyourself 
'After whicli; yorir heart wffl no longer be .pola^^arej 




iq^^Wsef^r, tno truth fe S^ori {old, arid tibat will put an end' to afi- 
expeotatiOnB on this head; Mingo, 1 m white^'and Christian born} 
'tWo^o: m [b^csoittB ,me to ta^' a .wife', under ^ed-skiu forms, ft'oM* 
'* >U. Tm^t whicftt wouldn't do in peaijeable. tildes, and. 
^ .tsun, stiUkss WoriXd J ad behind clouds,' 3^ otdi^r t& 
>. I may rievfr.ma^; iriost likefy;Pr(Mdin06>iri put-^ 
"Up h^refiri the Woods; has* intended f should live single,' 
^thout.a lodge qf my own; but should suoh-^ thing^^come ix9 
y^9f'Vpn&Q^l k Woman oi my own colour, arid gift$ .^lialt darken, 
tfee i^r vt iny wigwam. As for feeding the young of your dead 
'^ -' ,r, I woiud do that cheerfully, could it be done without dis- 
, hut it oannpt, seeing that I can, never live in a Huron.vil- 
_ Yout own youn^ men must find the Sumach in venison, aod 
thj^ ue^t .lame she marries, let her take a husband whose legs ai^e 
not long enough to overrun territory that don't belong to him. We 
m't ^1^ battle, and he feQ; In this there Is nothing but what )| 
l^Vcr eipectil, and should be ready to meet. As for getting t Mingo 
\fi» well might you expect to see grey hairs on a boy, or the 
Venry ^o^mg on the pine* No, no, Huron; my gifts are 
so Jar as wiv/es arQ Qonsani^i it is I)el&waKd iu all thjsg^ 
**Tlndtttnflr' ' -" 



8^. TIMS ABBKSMTiaK. 

, Tliese words irero^fMiaroely out of the loomth of JH^nlmarJwIqft.. 
a common munnur betrayed tlie dissatisfaction vnih wmch taey 
had been heard.. The aged women, in particulaii, were laud in 
their compressions of disgrust; and the gentle Sumaoh herself » a 
Woman jquite old enough to be our hero's mother^ was not the least 
pttcific in her denunoiations. But all the other manifestations of 
aisf4)pointment and discontent were thrown into ihe back^und» 
if the fierce resentment of the Panther. This grim ehief haa 
thoi^ht it a degradation to permit his sbter to beeraie the wife of 
a j)££-face of the Yengeese at all, and had only giveii a reluetant - 
consent to the arrangement-one by no means unusual among the 
Indians, however— at the earnest solicitations of tbe beceiELved 
widow: and it goaded him to the quick, to &id his oondesctnsioa , 
sighted, the honour he had with so much regret been j;)er8uaded to 
accord, eoatemned. The animal irom which he got hn name does 
not glare on his intended prey with more frightful ferocity than his 
eyes gleamed on the captive : nor was his arm backward in seconding 
tfie fierce resentment tnat almost consumed his breast. 

^*Dog of the pale-faces!" he exclaimed, in Iroquois^ "go yell 
among the curs of your own. evil himtiQg-grounds I** 

The denunciation was accompanied oy an appropriate actioBr 
Eyen while speaking, his arm was lifted, and the tomahawk hurled. 
Ltiokily the loud tones of the speaker had drawn the eye of Decr« 
slayer towards him, else would that moment have probably closed 
his career. So great was the dexterity with which this daiifleroos 
weapon was thrown, and so deadly the intent, that it woula have 
riven l^e skull of the prisoner, had he not stretched forth an ana 
and oaught the handle in one of its turns, with a readiness ouiteaa 
temarkoble as the skill with which the missile had been hurled. 
Thfi projectile force was so ereat^ notwithstanding, that when 
Deerslayer's arm was arrested, his hand Was raised above and 
behind hia own head, and in the very attitiide necessary to return 
the attack. It is not certain whether the circumstance of finding 
himself unexpectedly in this menacing posture and armed^ tempted 
thp young man to retaliate, or whether sudden resentment over- 
came his forbearance and prudence. His eye kindled^ however* 
and a small red snot appeared on each cheek, while he cast all hia - 
energy into the enort of his arm» and threw back the weapwi at hia 
assailant. The unexpectedness of this blow contributed to its 
success; the Panther neither raising an arm. nor bending his head 
to avoid it. The keen little axe struck the victim in a perpendicular 
line with the nose, directly between the eyes, literally braining him 
on the s^ot. Sallying forward, as the serpent darts at its enemy 
even while receiving its own death- wound, this man of .powerful 
frame fell his length into the open area formed by the circle. 
Quivering in death. A common rush to his relief, left the captive, 
lor a single instant, quite without the crowd ; and, willing to make 
one desperate effort for life, he bounded off, witli the activity of a 
deer. There was but a breathless instant, when the whole band* 
fild.and young, women and ohildren, abandoning the lifeless body 
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of^i^eVMheif trttere it lay, raised the yell qt alarm> and followed 

'Sudden as had been the event which induced Peerslayer to make 
tMs desperate trial of speed, his mind was not wholly unprepared 
1'^ the fearful emergency. In the course of the past noiir, he had' 
p(mdered well on the chances of such an experiment, and. had 
shrewdly calculated all the details of success and failure. At the 
first leap, therefore, his body was completely under the direction oj 
an intelligence that turned ali^ his efforts to the best account, and 
pferentea eveST^thingr like herftation or indecision at the important . 
iiistantof the start. To this alone was he indebted fdr, the first' 
fl:feat advantagre, that of getting through the tine of aentmels un- . 
hftimed. The manner in which this was done, though sufflolently , 
simple, merits a description. 

Although the shores of the point were not fringed )dth bttshes. '^ 
a§ was the case with most of the others on the lake, it was owing 
aKoge^er t& the circumstanoe that the spot had been so much lisea ! 
by hunters and fishermen. This Mnge commenced on what might ' 
be terttod the main land, and was as dense as usual; extending in. 
long lines both north and south. In the latter directions tnea» 
Decrslayer held his way; and, as the sentinels were a little without 
the eommencement of this thicket before the alarm was dearly < 
communicated to them, the fugitive had gained its cover. To run I 
Aiijong the bushes,. however, was out of the (juestion, and Decrslayer • 
h^ his way for some forty or fifty yards m the water, which was ;. 
barely knee-deep, offering as great an obstacle to the speed of his 1 
pursuers as it did to his own. As soon as a favourable spot pre- 
sented, he darted through the line of bujedies, and issued into th^ ; 
open woods. 

Several rifles were discharged at Beerslayer whfle In the water, . 
and more followed as he came out into the comparative exposure ot 
the clear fi)re8t. But the direction of his line of flight* wnich par- ' 
tiallv erossed that of the iire, the haste with which tlje weapons 
had been aimed, and the general confusion that prevailed in the . 
camp, prevented any harm fcom being done. Bullets whistled past 
him, and many cut twigs from the branches at; his side, but not one . 
totiehed even his dress. The delay caused by these fruitless 
attempts was of great service to the furtive, who had gained more 
than a hundred yards on even the leading men of the Hurons, ere ., 
something like concert and order had entered into the ohase. To . 
think of mllowing with rifle in hand was out of the question ; and 
affcer emptying their pieces in vague hopes of wounding their cap- 
tive, the best runners of the imdians threw them aside, calling 
. out to the women and boys to recover and load them again a» soon 
as possible. 

Deerslayer knew too w^ the desperate nature of the struggle in 
which he was engaged to lose one of the precious moments. Ho 
alsb knew that his only hope was to run in a straiffht line^ for as 
soon as he began to turn, or double, the greater numoer of his por- 
•uers would put escape oat of tiio auestion. Ho held his way, 
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nbither yery high nor very ^epj in this part 

^liikii was suJIoiently toi&<Hn9 for ojptB coiM^em 

it painfully oppB^jsiye-. Jhet^ however, ie s) 

xeedver breathy prooeediiigr. even at a quiclc TOJJIf, cfr^fi ^. 

afong ike more aiiHoidt pArta ci the way. The ^uroxifl ~'' 

in^ and leaping betiod Jaim } bat tiiiis hue djj»7eg;9r4^4p 

tjier BiTist overoome the duicoltiQa he bad- i^i^iioi 

oofidd reach the elevatiw to whdch he had attame^Y 

of (the first biU wa^ now quite i)oar him, cudg hjp.^Tff?^^ 

tkfa of thelaad* that a deei^ gkn ioteryekf4,.h9fora/.H 

aeeond hill eonld be reached. Walking delU^eraiely ^to '\iief ^xm^t^ 

he glanced ej^rly about hin^, in every directioBC m'qqf^^ si 

qAvca*. ]Srone offeared in the ground ; bnt a fallei^ tre^ Ij^ sgarlp^ 

and desperate oircitBUtanees require desperate rcmi^ea.., 4^ 

ky in a line parallel to the glen, ai the brow of the n^Jt; PiJJ^fl^ op, 

% and th^ to fojree hifi person a$ dose aa possible nhder liiii&wet, 

aide^ /took but a moment, previously to dissupp^mg.ni^^' . " 

fnrsners, liowerer, Deerstlayet stood on theheigntt r^ "'^ '" 

of Itrinmph, as if exulting •^t &q epight of '|be o/escent, 

him.— In the next instant he was stretched beneath 'I 

T ^No Booneir was this ei^pedien^ ad«|>ted, tbah t 

eettained how despecate h$d ' been his own ef^i 

of thie pulsations in hia&aiBQ. He could hec^r L 

hail bceaihing' WQS Ijj&e-theactbh of a l^eQow^ 

Bteath was. gained* howeveri and tW heazt §oon 

ifi about to fadteak throufifh i% oon^efpent* ^e footsteps, P/ 

^ho toiled up-, the opposite side of the acoUyity were %w ^t 

and presently voiees and treads t^i^ouncfd tHe. ^IvaX^m ':' 

taers. Thfe foremost shouted as they reacl;ied thi^ *- — ^ 

^airful that the^ enemy would escape uhdes favour 

eabb leaped upon the- fallen tree^ and plunged. ' ' 

iiiisting to get a sight of the ni^ned ere he rea€h:ea.t^Q 

far iki^i manner Kmon followep.3iurdu, unul- Kotty bej^j 

Ihe nwfaole bad t)^s0d. ' Qthew jMicoe<^ed,; How^P'* " 

iirty hadleiWfd over th^ tive j and, thf^n hg; opu~^ 

fftirest jnode o! adoertaimng.how manjy couH beq . ^ 

all were in the bottom of the fflea, quite a hundred 

and spne had ev«n isseended part of [the oppor'" 

ftiecame evident an inquir]^ w>aa making i^^ to the 

i^en. This was the cntief^ mi^ent; and ^ 

fi^Mdji. or of a tndmnjr that h^d bean neglected, 

it to nso and fly. Not 90 witli J^eerslayer. - 

jfratohiiig with jealoua vigilanoe -eTeryn^oTemfii^t bel 

aegaioing his brealii. * i." : 

' • The Hurons now lesembled a pack of hounds ft ti 

alias said, but eaeh man ran about, examining the deai, , 

^honnd hunts for the lost seentt ^ej^atntimbfrpf mU 

ihhtchaiii qaoased mf^ the ej^minatiMi omijuU, ^Wj^ .thd' 

of an Indian was easily to be distinguished apojutuf^egSim 

atep of a white man. BeUeviujc that* no more pursr'***^*"^-^ 
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bejimi apd hoping to steal away tmseen, Deerslayer suddenly 
tnT^/'Bffifeelf ^Ver'^e tree, and fell on ttie ti{)per i&da- Tbito 
aS^evemetit iippeared to be eflfected fiucoessfuUy, and hope beatx 
higO^ ih tne l^om of tlte fagitive. Eising^ to Ms hands and feety/- 
a^er i momeiit ]o$t in listening to ihe Bonnda in the, glen, in ovdei^x 
to a&c^ain'ifIio)itUj[ bi^eti seen, tbe yoang man next scrambled toa 
the top' of tiie mHp a -distance of onlV ten yards, in the expectataottp 
of gd.ttfn5:its^^hr6^ bettreen Mm ana his pnrsaers, and luinbelf 901 
f(!ir nnder ooT^r.^'Even this ^sn enfeetedi and he rose to hig f^eltt 
walking swiftly f^nt steadily alotg the summit, in a direction ot^po^o 
site tty that isrwhiehjie-hftdfii^t fled, The nature of th^ oalls iiD 
tfte ^len, h9wiy^,'80ori;made hiii;i U^ea^y, -and he a^^rang upon tie^ 
tfOt^tiiit agtiin,'iii ord(fer ,to reeonnoitrie. No sooner did he't«aoL ithfle 
KiBi|?ht ttiatii m -^as' s6$n, aridthe:'chftsfe 'renewed* As it Wasibetteri 
fboHng-jdn llhe.leTer ground, Efeersfe^^ now avoided the £de-liil4p 
holdingr h^s f * *• ^ *— -^ '^ -' ^' ^ -^ ^i.«f i- ^^ ^ -n-^ --^ j -•- - -^ '. _ 



^ ^ ^.til^^'tlieili^^o; while the*Htirons,jnd^ng:fEbniJ 
,..e g'en?i*al wttnaitfott of the find, dax<^ thtit the ridge would aoijnl 
ihetf into ih^'hbHoV, £^d ke|^ to. thc' latter, ai» th& easiest mbde ofi 
ficadihg thefiigi^ve. • A few at the Bame*tlm!6 turned sdu^* with k 
VieVto tiwVeiSms esj^jatig in that dhfedtion ; whde fiodae crossed 
hih triiil towards the Wafer, m order ib pretvent his* retrelit by .tbi 
lake^ mniiinip'southerl^^ : -' " I ...I 

'*Tft^uatiou' of Deerslarer 'nras now' mote csriticai than ite^er 
had bfseii; ; He ,wa^ virtually surrounded on three sides, having the 
la^e.on iMfoilrthv But he- had tiQnde(r^ Well on all the ohande)^ 
|i!tLd,tot^nii3 medisur6s with Qooiness, even while at' tbe to^ of hiul 
^peedJ;' Ais Ib gen,6ralbf the eas^ with the vigorous boTd^^men, hA 
co^ outrun any single Indian among his pursuers, who were priil4 
cipflpy jfohnldawe to Mm on account- of their aumb^r^-andiho aib 
viraJbige^tHey possessed m jpMjtion ; and he would not have hesvi 
l^tc^d tp'bc^ on, in a str^^fj line, kt'siny spot, could he have go* 
me Whol^,l)an^ again ^rly bt^ind him. But no Buoh ohanOe.£^ 
QfT^iJij^edi could now ^flfer ;' and when he' found that hei was di» 
]BKe^Hg'w^rd;^tihe.|flen,by thf^^l^rig Away of 'the ridge* h* 
-■'-'' diprt, ai rfglilr angles tb msprtjvious course, and went dowi 
lUVltarVith^tfem^dot^Vehidtt,* holding his Way tdwardi 

io^i'^SbrtfebfJ^d ^ur^uferb oamfcf pKnt^ngnp tho KiU,'iA 

fiiiretfit dhafeJ while most still kept 6fi» in the hivMe; intendtng- to 
J^ead him' at fts termination. '• 

*; Jfe^pHttj^ had qow ti dififerefnti thot^gh a desperate ptoj«ct ia 
Vldw,;, ' Abalrdtming all thoughts of Escape by tho Woods, he madft 

gi^ best^of hlfe way towards the canoe'. He knsw where it' layi 
uld it t«6 jfeitdhtid, he had only to run the gauntlet of a few riflefc 
IPind fuckfess/ would be cei'tain. None Of ^e warriors hod kept ttieir 
Vo&ttoiii,^%hifcfh'Wott!d hate ifetaided their speed, and tfao riak 
muld cqjQie either, from the uncertai^i hands of the women or from 
Tjxoki of sotne wett-grownTboy ; thou^ most of the latter were al- 
je^dy out in hot pursuit. liverythin^ seemed propitious to ihB 
"execution of thii^. plan, ^d the course being a oontinued desceict; 
$hie young in«n went over tho ground at $. vaite tihat xiroiuised a 
j^oaj'tenmftationtoliJst^ . 




As Deemh-rer approached the jMnnt, wv^nd "miam and cbS^^^n 
^ere passed) bat» though the lonner endeavoured to cofit dried 
branches between hislegs, the tenpor inspired by his bold retaliation 
on the redoubted Panther was so -great, that none dared come nc^r 
enough seriously to molest him. He went by all triumphantly, attd 
reached the' fringe of bushes. Plunging through these, our hero 
found himself onoe more in the lake, and within fifty feet of the 

' oanoe. Here he ceased to run, ^r he well understood that his 
breath was now all-important to him* He even stooped as he ad- 
Taneed, and cooled his narehed motith, by soooping ujp water in his 
hand, to drink. Still the moments pressed, and he 4oon stood Jit 

, the side of the canoe. The ^rst glance told him that the paddh^s 
had been removed ( This was a sore disappointment, after all his 
efforts, and, for a single moment, he t^iought of tunilng« an^l of 
facing bis fbes by walking with dignity into the centre of tne namp 
again. But an infernal yell, such as the American savage alone 
can raise, proclaimed the quick approach of the nearest of his pur- 
suet«, and the instinct of life tartumphed. Preparin(f himself duly, 
and giving a right direction to its dows, he ran off into the wajer 
bearing the oanoe before him» threw all his strength and skill into 
a last effort, and cast himself forward so as to fall into the bottom 
of the li^ht craft, without materially impeding its way. Here he 
remained on his back, both to re«iin his breath and to cover his 
person from the deadly rifle. The lightness, which was such aii 
advantage in 4)addiing the canoes, now operated unfavourably. 
The material was so like a feather, that the boat had no mometi* 
tum ; else would the impulse in that smooth and placid sheet have 
impelled it to a distance irota the sh<M*e that would have rendered 
paddlmg with thp hands safe. Could suoh a point once be reached, 
l)eer8layer thought he might ret far enough out to attract the at- 
tention of Chingachgook and Judith, who would not tail to oom^ to 
his relief with other oanoes, a circumstance that promised every- 
thing. As the young man lay in the bottom oil the canoe, he 
Kratched its movements by stud^ng the tops of the trees oxx the 

' mountain 'Sade, and judged of his distance by the time and tim 
motion. Voices an. the shore were now numerous, and he he||rd 
something said about manning the raft, which, fortunately for ^e 
fugitive, lay at a considerable distanoe, on the other side of the 
point. ^ , . 

Perhaps the situation of Deerslayer had not been more criUcal 
that day than it was at this moment. It certainly had not b^n 
one-half as tantalizing. He lay perfectly ^uiet for two or thi^e 
mmutes, trusting to tke single sense of hearing, confident that tho 
noise in the lake would reaeh his ears did any one venture to ap- 
proach by swimmiiig. Once or twice he fancied that the element 
\^as stirred by the cautious movement of an arm, and then he per- 
ceived it was the wash of the water on the pebbles of the strajad ; 
for, in mimicry of the ocean, it is seldom that those little lakes are 
80 totally tranoml as not to possess a slight heaving and settmap od 
their shores. Buddenly all the voioea ceased, and a^d$ath-like 
ttilineat pervaded tJhd unotii a quietness as profound as it aU Uj in 
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II&6 r^pdfi^Mof ififttifAmte life. Bj this time the oaMe kad^Hfted so 
far as to render northing vidbk to ]>ecrsLayeE, as be lay oil his ba«k, 
except the bine void of spaoe, and a few. <u those bsi^hter rays tibut 
proceed from the effVil|?enoe of the 8un» marking his proxioaity. Jt 
was not possible to endure tids unoevtaiBty kog. The youAgr man 
well knew that the profeond stillness foreboded jevil, the sAv^e^s 
never being so silent as when aboat to strike a Horn ; xoseiiiiblMiig 
the stealthy foot of the panther ere ke takes Ms kap. He took tout 
a knife, and was about to oixt a hole tiuoogh the ^k, in 0rd«r,}to 
^et a view of the -shore, when he paused «£roai a di^ad of beinfr^seen 
in the operation, whioh would direet the enemy where to aim ili^ir 
bullets. At this instant a rifle ioa» -fired^ and >the ball pieiroed boith 
sides of the canoe, within eighteen iiu^es.of the spot whee«his hefid 
lay. This was close work, but our hero had too late^ ffone .through 
that which was closer, to be appalled* Ho lay fitiM -hajf a jni<iiQte 
longer, and then he saw the summit of snoakeomimg idoavly wi^n 
his narrow horizon. , . 

Unable to account fbr this diange, Deeoralarnsr oould restrain, ftis 
impatience no longer. Hitohing nis body along with the jiUneat 
caution, he got his eye at the buUet-hole* and liartuAately i9«|i- 
manded a very tolerable view of the point. The oftnoe, by oaeoof 
those imperceptible impulses that so ofbea decide the f»te of nten 
as well as the course of things, had inclined soatherly, and ^tsas 
slowly drifting down the lake. It was lucky that Deema^er: had 
given it a 8ho\ e sufficiently vigorous to send it past the end of we 
point ere it took this inclination, o>r it must have-gone ashone agotn. 
As it was, it drifted so near it as to brinir the tops of twio or tbtee 
trees within the range of the youn^ man's view, as has been m^in- 
tioned, and, indeed, to oome in quite as olose proximxty witb l^e 
extremity of the point as was at all safe. The distance could not 
much have exceeded a hundred feet, though fortunately a tight 
current of air, from the soutk^west^ began to set it ^owly off shore. 

Deerslayer now felt the urgent necessity. of resortiflg to some 
expedient to get farther ft*om nis foes, and, if possible, to apprise 
his friends of his situation. The distance rendeDedihe laist dimo^t, 
while the proximity to the point rendwed the first indispensa^e. 



As was usual in such craft, a large, round, smooth stome was -in 
each end of the canoe, for the double purposes of teats and ballast : 
one of these was within reach of his feet. This stone he contrived 



to get so far between his legs as to reach it with faishandsi and 
then he managed to roll it to the side -of its fellow in the bc^s, 
where the two served to keep the trim of the light beat, while )he 
worked his own body as far aft as possible. Before quittingthe shore, 
and as soon as he perceived that the paddles were gone, l)e6rslayer 
had thrown a bit of dead branch into the oaaoe, and this was 
within reach of his arm. Removing the cap he were, he put it on 
the end of this stick, and just let it appear over the edge of the 
canoe, as feur as possible hoia fads own person. This ruee tras 
scarcely adopted, before the youn? man had a proof hoKT avchihe 
had underrated ^e intelligenee of hie enemies, in oontemnt otjan 
artifloe 80 idxaHow tmd «aiKBkeai*']^Mir ^ butiet mm^meiZkijuiil 



Difoag!k MfA^r paH bf th^ eanoe, yrkkk ittinllf Maii«la»«ki|. 
H« dropped the cap, and instatitly nusedit ipnHeiiiaietyioyer Uft 
head, as a safeguard. It w<yald seem thai this aeomd itftifiee mm^ 
tmseen, or wbat was more probable, the Hurotu feeMii^ ieartelft of 
-recermng their eaptire* wished to take Mm aliTe. 

Deenlayer lay passive a few adnutea laBger^ hia eye ai Um 
bullet-hole, howeyer, and mmch did he re^oioe at m^mg tilut h& 
was drifting, gradually, farther and fiirther from the shorn When 
he looked upwardi the tree-tops had disappeared, bat he aomt fniad 
that the eanoe was slowly toming, so as to prerant his ^ettiiiir m 
view of anything at his peep*hole, bat of the twoestreiailies ef^a 
lake. He now bethought him of the stick, whii^ was Cfoek»d, aai^ 
ofiered some facilities tor rowing, without the neoessity of rislnr. 
Th& experiment succeeded, on trial, better even than he had hqpei, 
though his great embarrassment was to keep the eanoe straight. 
That his present mancduvre was seen soon be^una apparent by tha 
clangour on the t^re, and a bullet entering the stent of the eanaiu 
traversed its length, whistling between the anna of our hero, aad 
passMgd out at the h^ui. This satisfied the fuffitiva that he waa 
getting away with tolerable speed, and indneed mm to increaae him 
efforts. He waa making a stronger pusb than ooamon^ wlMn 
another messenger from tho point broke the stick mit4Natd, aaA 
at onoe deprived him of his oar. As the sooad of voices seeaaed 
to grow more and more distant, however, DeesaiaM* detenkilbad 
to leave all to the drift until he believed himiwlf h^e^dr the mikAi 
of bullets. This was nervous work» but it was tile wisest of ill 
the Expedients tiliat offered ; and the young man was eneoura^ed to 
persevere in it, bv the circumstance mat he felt hiaisea InuMPd by 
me air, a proof tnat there was a little more wind. 

CHAPTEE XXVIII. 

''UrorfpfOowif tesn,iKRrt«BderotilMiini«tiM • 
On stop tk' iaTador's forw ; 
Hoar BweUing aeas, nor thnftteniag dkies, 
]greTent the pirate's course : 
nelr lires to sdfish «iids deereed, 
.ThKmgk blood anil Tapui9 tii^j peooted; 
Ko anxious thoughts of iU-repute, 
Susp«id the iB^>etuo«8 and umust ounrait ; 
But power and w«al<h obtained, gfotbf and g re at, 
Their fiBDow^irMtaxiea' ftara tfaej raiM, or urge tlMir hate«^ 

By this time, Deerslayer had been twenty minutes in the ^Maoct 
and he be^n to grow a little impatieat for some signs of i«llef 
from his friends. The position of the boat still prevenlid faia aeaiw 
in any direction, unless it were up or down the lake; and, Ikough 
lie knew that his line of sight must pass within a huiidKi yam 
i»f the castle, it, in fact, passed that distance to tiie westward of 
the buildings. The profound stillnesa troubled him also, for he 
knew not whether to ascribe it to the increasing spaee between him 
and the Indians, or to some new srtifice. At leligtik. we a rie d wkh 
fruitless watchfolHess, l^e voung map, tamed himmf on Mb haeK» 
doised hjg eyes, andawiitedia» geiUitiaddtHiiiii^id ai ' 



U At satues ^tild m ooneletely oontrol their "thkfii to^ x^Yenge, 
»1» was i*csolvcd to be as oalm as thcmsclyee, and to trust his late 
to tbe inter ^ition of tke currents and air. 

} Some additional ten minutes mav have passed in this Quiescent 
manner^ on both sidcs^ when. Deetsiayer thought he heard a slight 
4ioi9i» like a low robbing againi^ the bottom of his canoe. He 
<«peaod kis eyes of course, in esipeotation of seeing the face or arm 
tit'' an Indian risinjp from the water, and found that a canopy of 
lleavos was impending directly over his head. Starting to his feet, 
/the first object that met his eye was Rivenoak, who had so far 
i^ided the slow progress of the boat» as to draw it on the point* the 
wilting on tha strand being the sound that had first given our hero 
the aiuiruL The change in the dxift of the canoe had been alto- 
gether owing to the baffling nature of the light currents of air» 
,iiided by some eddies in the water* 

i. ** Come," said the Huron, with a quiet gesture of authority to 
,«rdn hia prisoiKOr to h^ ; *' my young friend has sailed about till 
ihn is tired; he will I6ri|:et how to run again* unless he uses his legs." 
t. ** You've the best ot it, Hunui»" rotiu^ned Deerslayer, stepping 
.•^steadily fcom the canoe* and passively following his leader to the 
:«pen areao£ the point; "Providence hat* helped. you in anonez- 
^pected manner* Tm your prisoner ag'in, and I hope you'll allow 
;. that 1 'm as good at breaking gaol as 1 am at keeping furloughs.' ^^ 
; " My young friend is a moose ! " exclaimed the Huron. '* His 
< legs are ver^ Ions ; they have given, my young men trouble.. ' But 
i he is 4iot ii.hsh ; ne cannot find his way in the lake. We did not 
c.shoot him ; f^^ are taken in nets, and not killed by bullets. When 
\ha tosauimooae again, he wiU be treated like a moose." 

'* Ay, have your talk, Eivenoak ; make the most of your advan- 
tage. 'Tis your right, I suppose, and I know it is your g^ft. On 
that p'int there'll be no words atween us ; for all men must and 
ought to follow .their gifts. Howaever, when yonr^ yoimg women 
begin to ta'nt and abuse me, as I suppose will soon happen, let 'em 
remember that if a pale-face struggles for life so long as it's lawful 
and manful, he knows how to loosen his hold on it decently, when 
he feels that the time has come. I'm your captive; work your 
will on me." 

'* My brother. has had a long run oa the hills, and a pleasant sail 

on 'die' water, ' returned Eivenoi^, more mildly, smiling, at the 

same time, in a way that his listener knew denoted pacific inten^ 

.lions. 'fHe haa s^n the woods} he has seen the water; whioh 

\ doea he like best? rerhaps he has seen enough to change his ming» 

\ and make him hear reason." ^ ^ . 

'* Sp€yik outft Huron. Something is in your thoughts, and the 

Moner it ia saidi the sooner youll get my answer." 

V ** That is straight! There is no turning in the talk of my pal^- 

iaee friend, though he ia a fox in running. I will speak to hii^; 

r hj# earn are now open wider than before, and his eyes are not shut. 

. TheiSumai^ is noorer than ever. Once she had a brother and a 

. klubaiidi, She had children, too. The time came, and thehuB^ 

, >bA]i44tofite4;l0ir ^ h^^U^ Auntini^i-graunjd^ without i^^iying faxe- 
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well; he left lier alone with his children. This he could not hel^; 
or he Would not have done it; le Loup Cervier was a good husband. 
It was pleasant to see the venison, and wild ducks, and geese, and 
bear's meat, that hung in his lodofe in winter. It is now gone; it 
will not keep in warm weather. Who shall bring it back again? 
Some thought the brother would not forget his sister, and that, 
next winter, he would see that the lodge should not be empty. 
We thought this; but the Panther yelled, and followed the husband 
on the path of death. They are now trying which shall first reach 
the happy hunting-grounds. Some think the Lynx can run fastest, 
and some think the Panther can jump the farthest. The Sumach 
thinks botii will travel so fast and so far, that neither will ever 
come back. Who shall feed her and her young? The man who 
told her husband and her brother to quit her lodge, that there 
might be room for him to come into it. lie is a great hunter, and 
we know that the woman will never want." 

" Ay, Huron, this is soon settled, accordin' to your notions ; hut 
it goes sorely ag'in the grain of a white man's feelin's. I've heard 
of men's saving their lives this-away, and I've know'd them that 
would prefer death to such a sort of captivity. For my part, I do 
not seek my end ; nor do I seek matrimony. 

** The pale-face will think of this while my people get ready for 
the council. He will be told what will happen. Let nim remem- 
ber how hard it is to lose a husband and a brother. Go : when we 
want him, the name of Deerslayer will be called." 

This conversation had been held with no one near but the s^stkers. 
Of all the band that had so lately thronged the place, llivenoak 
alone was visible. The rest seemed to have totally abandoned the 
BI)ot. Even the furniture, clothes, arms, and other property of the 
camp had entirely disappeared, and the ^lace bore no other proo^ 
of the crowd that had so lately occupied it, than the traces of their 
fires and resting-places, and the trodden earth, that stiU showed 
the marks of their feet. So sudden and unexpected a change 
caused Deerslayer a good deal of surprise and some uneasiness; for 
he had never known it to occur, in the course of his experience 
among the Delawares. He suspected, however, and rightly, that 
a change of encampment was intended, and that the mystery of 
the movement was resorted to, in order to work on his apprehen- 
sions. 

lUvenoak walked up the vista of trees, as soon as he ceased 
speaking, leaving Deerslayer by himself. The chief disappeared 
behind the covers of the forest, and one unpractised in such scenes 
might have believed the prisoner left to the dictates of his own 
judgment. But the young man, while he felt a little amazement 
at the dramatic aspect of things, knew his enemies too well to fancy 
himself at liberty, or a free agent. Still he was ignorant how far 
the Hurons meant to carry their artifices, and he determined to 
bring the question, as soon as practicable, to the proof. Affectioff 
an indifference he was far from feeling, he strolled! about the area, 
gradually getting nearer and nearer to the spot where he had landed, 
when he suddemy qoiokened his pace, though oarefWy ayoiding 
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al! aprpearance of -(Light, and, pushing aside the biuhes, he stepped 
upon the beach. The canoe was gone, nor could he see any traces 
ot it, after walking to the northern and southern verges of th« 

Soint, and examining the shores in both directions. It was evi- 
ently removed beyond his reach and knowledge, and under cir- 
cumstances to show that such had been the intention of the savages. 

Deerslayer now better understood his actual situation. He was 
a prisoner on the narrow tongue of land, vigilantly watched beyond 
a Question, and with no other means of escape than that of swim- 
ming. He again tiiought of this last expedient, but the certainty 
that the canoe would be sent in chase, and the desperate nature of 
the chances of success, deterred him m>m the undertaking. While 
on the strandj he came to a spot where the bushes had oeon cut, 
and thrown into a small pue. Removing a few of the upper 
branches, he found beneath them the dead body of the Pantner. 
He knew that it was kept until the savages might find a place to 
inter it, when it would be beyond the reach of the scalping-knife. 
He gazed wistfully towards the castle, but there all seemed to be 
silent and desolate ; and a feeling of loneliness and desertion came 
over him to increase the gloom of the moment. 

** God's will be done !*' murmured the young man, as he walked 
sorrowfully away from the beach, entering again beneath the 
arches of tne wood ; ** God's will be done, on 'arth as it is in heaven ! 
I did hope that my days would not be numbered so soon ; but it 
matter? little, after all. A few more winters, and a few more sum- 
mers, and 'twould have been over, accordin' to natur*. Ah*s me I 
the young and actvve seldom think death possible, till he grins in 
their faces, and teUs 'em the hour is come ! ' 

While this soliloquy was being pronounced, the hunter advanced 
into the area, where to his surprise he saw Hetty alone, evidently 
awaiting his return. The girl carried the Bible under her arm, 
and her face, over which a shadow of gentle melancholy waa 
usually thrown, now seemed sad and downcast. Moving nearer, 
Deerslayer spoke. 

" Poor Hetty," he said, "times have been so troublesome of late, 
tliat I'd altogether forgotten you ; we meet, as it miffht be, to 
momm over what is to happen. I wonder what has oeoome o£ 
Chingachgook and Wah !" 

** Why did you kill the Huron, Deerslayer ?" returned the gid, 
reproachfully. ** Don't you know your commandments, which say, 
*lhou shalt not kill!' They tell me you have now slain the 
woman's husband and brother. 

"It's true, my good Hetty, — ^'tis gospel truth, and I'H not deny 
what has come to pass. But^ you must remember, ^al, that many* 
things are lawful in war, which would be onlawful in peace. The 
husband was shot in open £ght ; or, open so far as I was oonsamed, 
while he had a better cover than common ; — and the broliher brought 
his end on himself, by casting his tomahawk at an unarmed pri- 
soner. Did you witness that deed, gal ?" 

" I saw it, and was sorry it happened, Deerslayer ; for I hoped 
yon wouldn't hare returned blow for blow, but good for evil." 
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^^ '< Ah^'SeUy, diitt may do wong, the ^itiioiMK^^^bi^^i^iild 
1 nmko an cit^arUia me in £)ie woodd. The TtMlk} ctiyiA iAj 

Uood» iadhe yr^a foolisk enpugh to tbroT^ arms into ipy hsnitBy.ht 
the very moment he was striving after it. "IVotilii haveljeeli a^'In 
iiiiliir'^notlo;nfi80 f^haad in smih a trial* and Hwould liave done 

.' -discredit tO tny training and girts* ITo* no : I'm aswillihg to give 
•every roan hi» crwn, ^s another; and so I hope you'll' testiftr 'to 
(hem that will b? Uk^y to question you lis to what ^^bu've tfecn 
' this day/' - 

" Deerslayer, do you mean to marry Sumach, tLoyr shd lias nei- 
' tiior husband nor brother to feed her V 

•' i^ercuchypur ideas of miatrimony. Hetty? Ou^ht'ljie young 
. to >WVB irith the old— ^he pale -face with the red-skin— th^'Cnris- 
' ' tiaii-wit& the heathen ^ It s ag'in reason and natur', t^id so you'll 

eee, if you Uunk ojf it a moment." 
; ' ** i'¥e;nlwfty3 h^a^d motber say/* returned Hettj, otertingr.'her 
( . faee, more f^m. at feminine^ in3tinct4 than from anycon^cidtumess 

1 -ofc itfTong* "t^t npople should neyer marry, until thi^ioTed e<Lch 
: 'cther bet^r tbaulbrothejrs and sisters ; and I suppose that' |s i^hat 
Y^iy^nrnoto. Bumaeh w old, and you are yonng.' V' "' ' 

**Ay, and she's red, and Tm white. BesideSjlTdttyr Bupf^bse 

» Tyitt jikst a wlS^t »qw, haviog married «Q«ae young man' ot ybt^own 

I .Tenr8,^and ^t$,.«n(l colour— puiry BSuiy, for instance,* •^I)eer- 

5 ^ tlliyer^aeWted this example, simply from the circumstance thnat he 

i.j mas thfr<«nJy young man Icnown to both,—" and that he had fallen 

on a war-path, would you wisL to take to your bostexi ft* tkKus- 

v |yanid«:^/i9fA that ^^ him?** ^ .. -' * 

\' / i ♦*' Oh ;l m), n^ no, returned the girjL shudderinV. *^. Sifctrf would 

.-' bo 'vaekfid^fas well a« heartless! Ito Christian gin could, or would, 

"'■ -ddihst.' I never BbaU be the wife of Hurry, I know ; but were 

' havBiy hodband, no man siioiild ever be it again, after his deafH." 

** I thought it would pet to this, Hetty, when you come tounder- 
^. stand sarcumstances, lis a moral impossibility that I should ever 
nmrry -Sumach \ andy though Indian weddin's have no priests, and 
-1 < not mu<^ Teligion, a white man who knows his gifts and duties 
< «mnoi'i)rP&t by that, and so make his escape at the fitting time, 
f - I do tlunk death would be more nat'ral like, and welcome, than 
w. wedlock with thi« woman.'^ '; 

"Don't say it too loud," interrupted Hettyj, impiatienttff "I 
h ' mufi^giM^phA wilt not like to hear it. I'm sure Hurry would' wither 
i mainr eyon ite, than suffer torments, though I mn feeble-iilinded ; 
>■ ' ,itnd' 1 am aure it would kill me to thmk he d prefer death to being 
i inyhulband«" 

Ay, gal ; you an't Sumach, but a comely youne "Christian, 
1 %ith t, good heart, pleasant smile, and kind eye. fiuiirry might 
,r he proud to get you, and that, too, not in misery arid sorrt^ri but 
o lit'Sia'bQst and happiest days. Howsever, take my advie^, and 
' *' £MV«r,tidk to Hurry about tnese things; he s only a bordbrer, at 
: ': thoibest^" ' *• 

«*i ^ i-*f iiw>ul4»*t tea him, for tlie world fVexclalm^flie' Afc^look- 
ing about lier, like one afnghted/undtlusMng, shMm^iraAJ^hy. 
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ayf , said ,yoiii,ag[ women shouldn't lie forward, ud 
. .., . ., _. ^ .mifsrWfore itrfer^e ai^kfeAj^'R ?I Itat^i'^Hrgbi ^hat 
.mother toM me. *Xis a pity Hiiixr is "do litoil^oiia^ Deerairaterp I 
do think fewer jgrirlswoula like iiim,thefi« aadhe WbvidiwMQaiier 
k|Low his own minil.'* •« . . . . ^ ,,:f n .i -.a^ 

** poor ^, poor gal, it's plain enourfjf how H is'; hutthe Ldrd 

Will bear in mindolie of your simple hetot, tfnd knkdifoelkkfB! 

. AVe'U talk no more of these tilings r if yQtt had roafeoniiyofii'd be 

sorrowful'at having let others so mm'chinlJo ybut' soeyet»» '•Tc4Lrtle» 





where J please. • Nobody dare hurt nte / Jf they didv 6od''«*illd be 
^ an^ry— ^wl can show them in the Bible. No*-no^**-H^ty Hnttei^ is 
not afraid ; she's in good handiu The Hnrons 6tre> up yonder inlthe 
n woods, and keep a good watch on us both, VH afis^ribr it^.'siace 
, all the women and children are on the loOk<L<nt<)tf BiMneiarabitfyin^ 
' the body of the poor girl who was khot last nigiit, soiithai/ithe 
i enemy and the wud beasts can't ^nd it. I told ^em' that fatbez) and 
mother lay in the lake> but I wouMift let them kii4w in #hali |Murt 
, <»f it, for Judith and I don't want any of ^eir heathenisii'oompfny 
;, ill o^r buiyihgr ground." * ; .//.*' 

/' Ah's! me ^— WeiL'lt wan awM des|«it<jh t6be 8ta&dingriifr& 
, , aliye ^nd augry, and with the feelin'anp and ftufiAtu^ one heoFinna 
;, then to hf carried aitiray at thid next^ «o^ be put> ^iit^ «f isigrni of 
,; . mankind ni a hole in the 'arthi 50 t>ne kndW#irhsit<will'' happen 

to hiia on a war-palh; that* B sairtain." ; - • v ; r j 

; .JB[exe<.tke stirring of leayee an^^ the cra6ldttg of iriedi[i^s inter- 
rupted the discourse, and appn^d Deerslayet of '%he^ apiAcbach of 
.'. his enemies. The Hurons olosed around the spot- that bad Ifeen 
pr^par^ for the coining scene,, and in the ^ceoitlre'of trhichi>the 
intended yictim now btood, in a circle-^lte 'Anh^dd mati Ayani so 
distributed among the feebler members of the band* that'thdite was 
] , no fiafe opening through which the prisoner eo«ild,]^Mak^ iBntatho 
^ ,. rl^tter no longrer contemplated flight j the reetfnt tmi-h8Cvtngj«rtis- 
.., fled hiinof his inabflity to escape, when puarwl^ eo doSelybynnm- 
^. bers^ On the contrary, all his energies were aroused^ in order to 
meet his expected fate, with a calmness that should dA eitedit to 
I his colour and his manhood; one equally removeft from tirairant 
-- . ttlABm and sjEivage bdaiSting. ■ •" ' " *' 

,> /When Biyenoak red^ppeared in the ciroUe^ hdoeeUpiMliim old 
place at the heads of the area. Several of the eMfei^wariiars. ■toed 
neair him ; but, now that the brother of l^ttnicich had fall^U^iiiere 
was no longer any recoguised chief present, whose iofiaeia|e/and 
authocifrf ofibred a dangerous rivalry to Ms o'wn. Nevertheless, it 
is well known that little which could be called monarchicai. or 
despciic, entered into the politics of the North Aitoedoai| tdbes, 
^\ althouil^ ihe ^st colonists, bringing wi|h them te thisheimi^ere 
the notions and opinions of their own i^nntrieei <)fti&a.dkniMd the 
. - ehid men of those primilfiye natioi^ with the titles of ^ iditfiitf and 
, , , (^w)«fs,. &reditary influoiioe did eertaiiiiy okifi^i ImM^ there ii 
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mnch refiflon to bdiav^ it easted raiber as a oomagiifinoe of Her^ 
ditary merit and acauixse^ qualifications, than as a birthright. 
Biyenoak, however, had not ev^L this olaim— having risen to 
consideration pureljr . by the force of talents, saffadty, and, as 
Bacon expresses it, in relation to all distingui^ed statesmen, 
*' by a union of gr^at ajid mean qualities ;" a truth of whicli the 
liareer of the profound Englishman himself furnishes so apt an. 
illustration. 

Kext to arms, elo^uenoe offers the great avenue to popular 
iavour, whether it be in civilized or savage life ; and ^venoak had 
succeeded, as so many have succeeded before him, qmte aa much 
by rendering fallacies acceptable to his listeners, aa by any pro- 
found or learned expositions of taruth, or tbe accuracy of his logic. 
Never^eless, he had inJftuence ; and was far from being altogetbcr 
without just claims to itspoasession* Like most men ^vdio reason 
more than they feel, the Huron was not addicted to the indulgence 
t)f the mere ferocious passions of his people : he had been com- 
monly found on the side of mercy, in all the soenes. of vindictive 
torture and revenge that bad occuned in bis tribe, since his own 
attainment to power. On the present occasion, he was reluctant to 
proceed to extremities, although the provocation was so great ; atiil 
it exceeded his ingenuity to see how that alternative could well be 
avoided. Sumach resented her rejection more than she did tho 
deaths of her husband and brother, and there was little probability 
that the woman would pardon a man who had so unequivocally 
preferred death to her embraces. Without her forgiveness, tiiere 
was scarce a hope that the tribe eould be induced to overloi^ its 
loss ; and even to Kivenoak, himself, much aa he was disposed to 
pardon, the fate of our hero now appeared to be almost hopelessly 
sealed. 

When the whole band was arrayed around the captive, a grave 
silence, so much the more threatening from its profound quiet, per- 
vaded the place. Deerslayer perceived that tne w(»nen and boys 
bad been preparing splinters of the fat-pine roots, which he well 
-knew were to be stuck into his fiesh, and set in flames, while two 
or three of the voung men held the thongs of bark with which he 
was to be boima. Tne smoke of a distant fire announced that the 
burning brands were in preparation, and several of the elder wam 
xiors passed their fingers over the edges of tl^ir tomahawks, as 
if to prove their keenness and temper. Even the knives seemed 
loosened in their sheaths, impatient for the bloody and merciless 
work to begin. 

** Killer of the Deer," recommenced Bivenoak, certainly without 
any signs of sympathy or pity in his manner, thouffb with calm- 
ness and dignity ; ** iGller of the Deer, it is time that my people 
knew their minds. The sun is no longer over our heads; tired of 
waiting on the Hurons, he has begun to fall near the pines mi thk 
side ofthe valley. He is travelling fast towards the country of our 
French fathers ; it is to warn his children that their lodges are 
empty^ and that they ou^ht to be at home. The roaming wolf has 
bis den, and he goes to it. when he wishes to see his young. ^ 



ZtDqaob a» B«t poinrer tiian the wolves. Thejr baye vUlafires, and 
vigwama» and fijelds of corn ; the good spirits will be tired of watoh,- 
ing them alone. Mj people must go back, and see to their own 
business. There will be joy in ihe lodges when they hear oxxf 
whoop firom the forest !' It will be a sorrowful whoop ; when it is 
widerstoody grief will coine after it. There will be one soalp-whoop, 
but thei e wiH be only one. We have the fur of the Muskrat ; his 
body is among the iishes. Deerslaver must say whether another 
9oalp shall be on our pole. Twa lodges are empty ; a scalp, living 
or aead». is wanted at each door." 

'* Then take 'sm dead, Huron," £rmly, but altogether without 
dramatio boasting, returned the captive. *' My hour is eome, I do 
suppose ; an^d what must be, must. If you are bent on the tortur*, 
I'll do my indivours to bear up ag'in it, though no man can bqj 
how far his natur' will stand pain, until he's been tried." 

'* The pale-face cur begins to put his tail between his legs !" cried 
a young and garrulous savage, who bore the appropriate title of 
Corbeau Rouge ; a sobriquet he had gained from the French, by 
his facility in making unseasonable noises, and an undue tendency 
to hear his own voice: "he is no warrior; he has killed the 
Xoup Gervier when looking behind him not to see the flash of his 
own rifle. He grunts hke a hog, already; when the Huron 
women begin to torment him, he will cry hke the young of tho 
catamount. He is a Delaware woman, dressed in thd skin of a 
Yengeese I" 

" Have youp say, young man ; have your say,'* returned Deer- 
slayer, unmoved; "you know no better, and I can overlook it. 
Talking may aggravate women, but can hardly make knives sharper, 
.fiite hotter. OTfflles mor« sartain." 

Bivenoak now interfered, reproving the Eed Crow for his prema- 
ture interference, and then directing the proper persons to bind the 
captive. This expedient was adopted, not from any apprehensions 
that he would escape, or from any necessity, that was yet apparent^ 
Qf his being unable to endure the torture with his limbs &ee» but 
from an ingenious desi^ of making him feel his helplessness, and 
of gradually sapping his resolution, oy undermining it, as it might 
bfii little by little. Deerslayer offered no resistance. He submitted 
his arms and his legs, freely if not cheerfully, to the ligaments of 
bark, which were bound around them, by order of the chief, in a way 
to produce as little pain as possible. I'hese directions were secreL 
and given in the hope that the captive would Anally save himselt 
from any serious bodily suffering, by consenting to take the Sumach 
itiv a wife. As soon as the body of Deerslayer was withed in bark 
sufficiently to create a lively sense of helplessness, he was literally 
oarr ied to a young tree, ana bound against it, in a way that effec- 
tually prevented it from mo\ing, as well as from falling. The 
hands were laid flat against the legs, and thongs were passed ove^ 
all, in a way nearly to incorporate the prisoner witn the tree* 
His cap was then removed, and he was left half-standing, half- 
iostained l^ his bond** tu U^ the eomiiur sQene in the best manner 
be could* 
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PreTiondy to proceediAg to aBythinflr hke eztenfffa^it irms the 
insh of Eivenoak to put liis captive s resolution 1» tBej)To&i;'l)y! 
renewing the attempt at a compromise. This 00111011)6 efi^eted daJ^ \ 
in one manner, the acquiescence of the Sumach being ihdisgeiitobly • 
necessary to a compromise of her ri^ht to be reveng^. With this • 
view, then, the woman was next desired to advance, and to look to 
her own interest ; no agent being considered as efficient as the prin- 
cipal herself in this negotiation. The Indian femal^, when girls, 
are usually mild and submissive, with musical -tones, pleasant 
voices, and merry laughs; button and suffering generally deprive 
them of most of these advantages by the time they have retched an 
age which the Sumach had long before passed. Toiiender their 
voices harsh, it would seem to require active, malignant passdons, ' 
though, when excited, their screams can rise to a sufficiently oon- . 
ftpicuous degree of discordancy to assert their claim to possess this 
distinctive peculiarity of the sex. The Sumach was not altogether 
^IJiout feminine attraction, however, and had so recently been 
deemed handsome in her tribe, as not to have yet learned th<9 fdU 
influence that time and exposure produce on man as well as on - 
woman* By an arrangement of Eivenoak's, some of the women 
around ber had been employing the time in eudeavouring to per* 
suade tho bereaved widow that there was still a hope Deefslnyer 
might 'be prevailed on to enter her wigwam, in preference to 
enteiing the world of spirits, and this, too, with a success that pre- 
Tious symptoms scarcely justified. All this was the result of ft^ 
resolution on the part of the chief to leave no proper means unem- 
ployed, in order to get the greatest hunter that wto then thought to 
exist in all that region, transferred to his own nation, as well as a 
husband for a woman who he felt would be likely to be troublesome* 
"Were any of her claims to the attention and care of the tribe over- 
looked. 

In conformity witb this scheme the Sumach, had been secreliy 
advised to advance into the circle, and to make her appeal to the 
prisoner's sense of justice before the band had recourse to the last 
experiment. The woman, nothing loth, consented ; for there w^as 
some such attraction in becoming the wife of a noted hunter, 
among the females of the tribes, as is experienced by the sex in 
niore reiiued life, when they bestow their hands on the affluent. 
As the duties of a mother were thought to be paramount to aU 
other considerations, the widow felt none of that embarrassiUent in 
preferring her claims, to which even a female fortune-hunter among^. 
ourselves might be liable. "When she stood forth, before the whole' 
party, there&re, the children that she led by the hand fully justiiied 
all she did* 

"Yon see me before you, cruel pale-face," the woman commenced; 
** your spirit pmust tell you my errand* I have found you ; I cannot 
find le Loup Cervier, nor the JPanther. I have looked for them, in 
the lake, in the woods, in tho elouda. I cannot say where utey 
havegone." 
"ISlo man knows^ go^ Sumaob^ no man knomr," intei$<^edili# 
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ptive.- ^Wiieii the spirit leaves the W7.it passed into a •woiSi 
J'oad our knowledge, and the wisest way, for them that are left'' 
b^ind, is to hope for the best. No doubt both your warriors huv© f 
gone to tiwB happy hunting-grounds, and, at the proper time, yoit [ 
will see *em ajg:ln, in their improved state. The wife and sister of ' 
braves mast hive looked forward to some such tarminatiyn of their ; 
'wthly careers," 

"Cruel nale-faoe> what had my warriors done that you shouldf * 
slay them? They were the best hunters, and the boldest young 
men of their tribe i the Great Spirit intended that they should live ; 
until they withered like tlie branches of the hemloci, and fell of 
their own weight." 
^ " Kay, nav, good Sumach,** interrupted the Deerslayer, whosci ^ 
love 01 truth was too indomitable to listen to such hyperbole with * 
patience, even though it came from the torn breast 61 a widow,-^ ' 
** Nay, nay, good Sumach, this is a little out-doin* red-skin VTi^\^ 
vileges. Young man was neither, any more than you can be called' 
a'young woman; and as to the Great Spirifs intending that they ' 
should Ml otherwise than they did, thars a grievous mistake, in- 
a'^muoh as what the Great Snirit intends, is sartain to coine to pass. ' 
Then, Win, it's plain enou^b neither of your fri nds did 110^6 any 
barm; Ixaised my hand ag'in *em on account of what they were" 
striving to do, rather than what they did. This is natural law, * to- 
^o, lest you s^uld be done by.* " . 
. "It is so, Bumach baa but one tongue; she can tell but One^ 
story.' The pj^-£ace struck the Hurons, lest the Hurons should ' 
swike bim. xhe Hurons are a just nation ; they will forget it. • 
The chiefs will shut their eyes, and pretend not to have seen it. 
The young men will believe the Panther and the Lynt have 
pone to far-off hunts ; and the Sumach will take her children by the 
hand, and go into the lodge of the j)ale-face, and sav, ' See: these 
ai-e i/our cliudren— they are also mine ; feed ns, and we *W]11 live_ 
witfiyou.*" 

' "The tarms are onadmissible, woman; and, though I feel for 
your Josses, which must be hard to bear, the tarms cannot be ac- ' 
cepted. As to givin' you ven'son, in case we lived near enough 
together, that would be no great expl'ite ; but as for becomin' your 
husband, and the father of your children, to be honest with you, I 
feel no callin' that-a-way." 

. " Look at this boy, cruel pale-face ; ho has no father to teach him 
to kill the deer, or to take scalps. See this girl; what yoraig^man 
will come to look for a wife in a lodge that nas no head ? There 
are more among my people in the Canadas, and the Killer of Deer 
will find as many mouthi^ to feed, as his heart can wish for." 
\ **1 tell you, woman,* exclaimed Deerslayer, whose imagination 
was far from seconding the appeal of the widow, and who began to 
grow restive under the vivid pictures she was drawing, " all this i» 
nbthihg to me. People and kindred mnst take care of their o^Yti . 
j^herlisa, leayiag them that have no chll4ren to their own loneli-^ 
»es3. ~ Ai for tne, I b4iv6-ttT) offlspring, Biid I yfmf w -wififr Kow, 
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go ainqr, Samaeli; leaye me in the bands of your ehiefe ; for mj 
odouTi and c^ifts, and nator' itself, cry out ag'in tlie idee of taking 
you for a wife." 

It is unnecessary to expatiate on tlie effect of this downright 
fefusal of the woman's proposals. If there was anything like ten*> 
demess in her bosom, — and no woman was, probably, ever entirely 
without that feminine quality, — ^it all disappeared at this plain 
announcement. Fury, rage, mortified pride, and a volcano of wrath, 
hurst out at one explosion, converting her into a sort of maniac, as 
it might be at the touch of a magician's wand. "Without deigning 
a reply in words, she made the arches of the forest ring with 
screams, and then flew forward at her victim, seizing him Dy the 
hair, which she appeared resolute to draw out by the roots. It was 
some time before ner grasp could be loosened. Fortunately for the 
prisoner her rage was blind, since his total helplessness left him 
entirely at her mercy; had it been better directed, it might have 
proved fatal before any relief could have been offered. As it was, 
she did succeed in wrenching out two or three hands*- full of hair, 
before the young men could tear her away from her victim. 

The insult that had been offered to the Sumach was deemed an 
insult to the whole tribe; not so much, however, on account of any 
respect that was felt for the woman, as on account of the honour of 
the Huron nation. Sumach, herself, was generally considered to 
be as acid as the berry from which she derived her name; and now 
that her flfreat supporters, her husband and brother, were both gone, 
few oared about concealing their aversion. Kevertheless, it had 
become a point of honour to punish the pale-face who disdained a 
Huron woman, and more particularly, one who coolly preferred 
death to relieving the tribe nrom the support of a widow and her 
children. The young men showed an impatience to begin to 
torture, that Bivenoak understood, and as his elder associates 
manifested no disposition to permit any longer delay, he wa^ com- 
pelled to give the signal for the infernal work to proceed. 

CHAPTEE XXIX. 

** The ugfy bear now minded not the sUko^ 
Kor how the cruel maatifis do him tear ; 
The stag lay still, nnroused f]X)m the brake. 
The foamy Doar fear'd not the hooter's spear i 
All thing waa still in desert, bush, and bnar."— Lm» Oomut, 

It was one of the common ezj^edients of the savages, on such. occa« 
sions, to put the nerves of their victims to the severest proofs. On 
the other hand, it was a matter of Indian pride to betray no yielding 
to terror, or pain; but for the prisoner to provoke his enemies to 
such acts of violence as would soonest produce dealli. Many a 
warrior had been known to bring his own sufferings to a more 
speedy termination, by taunting reproaches and revihng language, 
when ne found that his nhysical system was giving way under tn© 
agony of sufferings, produced by a hellish ingenuity, that might 
well eclipse all that has been said of the infernal devices of religious 
perseotttion. Tbia happy expedient of taking refuge from the 



forocil^ of liifl foes^ in their passions, was denied Daerslayer, how- 
ever, by his peculiar notions of the duty of a white man; and ha 
had stoutly made up his mind to endure everything, in prcfereno^ 
to disgracing his colour. 

^ Ko sooner did the yonng men understand that l^ey wesQ «l 
liberty to commence, than some of the boldest and most forward 
Among them sprang into the arena, tomahawk in hand. Here they 
prepared to throw that dangerous weapon, the object being to strike 
the tree, as near as possible to the victim's head, without absolutely 
hitting him. This was so hazardous an experiment, that none hviM 
those who were known to be exceedingly expert with the weapon 
were allowed to enter the lists, at all, lest an early death might 
interfere with the expected entertainment. In the truest hamlsi 
it was seldom that the captive escaped injurv in these trials ; and 
it often happened Ihat death followed, even when the blow was not 

Sremeditatod. In the particular case of our hero, Kivenoak and 
tie old warriors were apprehensive that the example of the Pan- 
ther's fate might prove a motive with some fiery spirit, suddenly to 
sacrifice his conqueror, when the temptation of eifecting it in pre- 
cisely the same manner, and possibly with the identicid weapon 
with which the warrior had fallen, oiiered. This circumstance, of 
itself, rendered the ordeal of the tomahawk doubly critical for the 
Deerslayer. 

It would seem, however, that all who now entered what we shall 
call the lists, wero more disposed to exhibit their own dextority^ 
than to resent the deaths of their comrades. Each prepared himself 
for the trial, with the feelings of rivalry, rather than witi. tho 
desire for vengeance; and, for the first few minutes, the prisoner 
had little more connexion with the result than grew out c^ tha 
interest that necessarily attached itself to a living target. The 
young men were eag:er, instead of being fierce, and Kivenoak 
thought he still saw signs of being able to save the life of the cap- 
tive, when the vanity of the young men had been gratified; always 
admitting, that it \\ as not sacrificed to the delicate experiments 
t^at were about to be made. 

The first youth who presented himself for the trial was called The 
Raven, having as yet had no opportunity of obtaining a more war- 
like sobriqttet He was remarkable for high pretension, rather than 
for skill, or exploits; and those who knew nis character, thought 
the oaptive in imminent danger, when he took his stand, and 
poised the tomahawk. J^evertheless the young man was good- 
natured, and no thought was uppermost in his mind, other than 
the desire to make a better cast than any of his fellows. Deerslayer 
got an inkling of this warrior's want of reputation, by the injunc- 
tions that he had received from the seniors ; who, indeed, would 
have objected to his appearing in the arena, at all, but for an influ- 
ence derived from his ^ther, an aged warrior of great merit, who 
was then in the lodges of the tribe. StUl, our hero maintained an 
appearance of self-possession. He had made up his mind that his 
hour was come, and it would have been a mercy, instead of a cala« 
Buty* to fell by the uu::teadiiu.ss of the first hand that was raised 



iaj^in$t tifaii. After t IsMM^ mmh^ <A ibttruiM "MidrfiSQslNiiW- 
tioDS, that promised mndh moire than he conld peiram,.'W A^Yep 

let the tomahawk quit his hand. The weapon whidedr throngh tli^ 
air, with the nsnal erolutions, cut a ehip from the aspUnir t^^irhich 
the prisoner was honnd, within a 'hw inches of hi^ eheekt ax^ 

istucK in a large oak that g^ew" sereral yards behiiidhLm^ This 
was decidedly a bad effort, and a common Bneor. j^foelnimod as 
much» to the great mortification of the yomig moai. On the other 
hand, there was a ^neral bnt suppressed marmnr of ddmiratioh. 
at the steadiness with which the oaptivQ stood the trial. The head 
was the only part he could move, and this had been purposely left 
free, that the tormentors might hare the amusement,- and the tor- 

. mented endure the shame, of dodging, and otherwise attempting to 
avoid the blows. Deerslayer disappointed these hopesj hv a com- 
mand of nerve that rendered his whole body as immovable a^ the 
tree to which he was bound. Nor did he even adopt tiie natural 
and usual expedient of shutting his eyes ; the firmest and eldest 

, wamor of the redmcn never having more disdainfaUy denied lii^iself 
this advantage, under similar circumstances. 
The Raven had no sooner made his unsnocessful sad pnerile 

' efibrt, than he was succeeded by Le Da(mL<>Me8e^ cle The MfK>se ; a 
middle-aged warrior, who was .partioolasiy ekilfial in: the use of 
t^e tomahawk, and from whoBe-attaaptthe q)eetatoT9 confidently 
looked for gratification, lliis man haH ndkie of the^oed-fnatiiiBef 
the Raven, but he would gladly have sacrificed the m^e to 1^ 
hatred of the pale-faces, generally, were it dot ifnt ihe g|reater 
interest he felt m his own success as one partieulairly fifMxi'.ix^ && 
use of this weapon. He took his stand ^nietly, but wdt& an air 4>f 
confidence, poised his little axe bnt a smgle instaHtk acl'WQjQe^ a 
foot with a quick motion, and threw. Deendaver saw the keen 
instrument whirling towards him, and believed all was ov«Pi etfll. 
he was not touched. The tomahawk had actually bouad tl^ ;heaa 
of the captive to the tree, by carrying before it sonie of rhis hair. 
having buried itself deep beneath the soft bark. • A general yell 
expressed the delight of the spectators, and the Moose felt }a& 
heart soften a little towards the prisoner, ^odiose steadina$a>o£ nerve 
alone enabled him to give this evidence of his eonsununat^ pStilL 

JjC Daim-Mose was succeeded by the Bounding Boy, or te.Gar^cm 
qui J^ondif who came leaping into the eirde, like a hotin,d» or argeat 
at play. This was one of those elastic youths whose niii^es 
seemed always in motion, and who either affected^ or who noinL |iahit 
was actually unable to move in any other manner* thwi hy sh^w^ 
the antics lust mentioned. Nevertheless, he was both brs^e" i^a 
skiKul, ana had gained the respect of his people by dt^eds.in war, 
as well as success in the hunts. A far nebl^ name would long 
since have fallen to his share, had not a Frenchman of jwak in- 
advertently given him this sobriqueit whieh he religieusiy- pre" 
served as coming from his great father, who litied beyond the wide 
ELilt lake. The Bounding Boy skipped about ia fnm^oi the oapttveb 
menacing hiin with his tomahawk, no^ on one Mde^ «ad,nbw.oii 
another» and i&en again ialre&t^ in the Toia Ju^ ^ftjHfiML i3>b 



W(i jtfbrt stmie ta^ of l^ar by tliis: pa;?adfi pf das8[er. . . M JeiLgth 
'De^rsUydr'ffpatieacebeeoiQje exl^a&ted by all tnis miithmcry, an^ 
lie ^ke, for the fast time Bince the trial had actually comme^ce^- 
r «<Th^v away, Huron !" lie erfeo^ " or your tomahawk will for- 
' get its ai^Ad. Why do tou keep kpinff aoout like a fa'a'n that'^ 
•fihowiMgr its- dam how weU it can skip, when you're a warrior grown, 
vonrseff, and a warrior grown defies you and all yonr silly antics 1 
Throw, or iJie Huron gal^ will laugh in your face. 

Although not intended to produce such an effect, the laat wordb 
aroused the *• Bounding" warrior to fury. ^ The same nervous ex- 
citability which rendered him so active in his person, made it diffi- 
cult to repress his feelings, and the words were scarcelv past the 
lipil of the speaker than tlue tomahawk left the hand of the Indian. 
Nor was it cost without good-will, and a fierce determination to 
slay. Had the intention been less deadly, the danger might have 
been greater. The aim was uncertain, and the weapon glancpd 
. ' near the efheek of the captive, slightly cutting the shoulder in its 
- evoltttioiM, This was the first instance in which any other object, 
than that of terrifying the prisoner,iand of displaying skill, had 
' ' been HHiSkifested ; and the Bounding JBoy was immediately led from 
the- arena, and was warmly rebukod for his intemperate haste, 
' wM<Jh had oomo so near defeating all the hopes of the band. ^ * 
: 'To this if ritablo person sueceeded several other young warriots, 
' who not only hnilod the tomahawk but who cast the knife, a &r 
• more dati/tperons experiment, with reckless indifference j yet they 
'■ always manifested a skill that prevented any iiyury to the captiVo. 
. Several twines Deerslayer was grazed, but in no instance did he 
' reeeive what might be termed a wound* The unflinching firmness 
*" with^hieh ho &ced his assailants, more especially in the sort; of 
' rally vrith which this trial terminated, excited a profound respect in 
> the speetatoris ; and when the ohiefs announcedf that the prisoner 
had well withstood the trials of the knife and the tomahawk, thoro 
was not a single individual in the band who really felt any hostility 
towards him, with the exception of Sumach and the Bounding Boy. 
These two discontented spirits got together, it is true, feeding eaoh 
^ other's ire ; but, as yet, their malignant feelings were coniinea very 
much to themselves, though there existed the danger that the 
• others, ere bng, could not fail to be excited by their own efforts 
into that demoniacal state which usually accompanied all similar 
Bcenes among the red-men« 
liivenoak now told his people that the pale-face had proved hi m- 
', Self to be a man. He might live with tJie Delawares, but he had 
not been made woman with that tribe. He wished to know whe- 
ther it -was the desire of the Hurons to proceed any further. Even 
the gentlest of the females, however, had received too much satis- 
factioik in the l«te trials to forego their expectations of a gratifying 
exhibitjeli j and th^e was but one voice in the request to proceed. 
The politic chiefs wha had some such desire to receive so cele- 
brated a htmtier into his tribe, as a European minister has to devise 
a new and available means of taxation, sought every plausiblo 
- inc«nS'^f arresting the IriaLi* season; for he well knew, if per- 



848 Ttt£ DElSKStATEtl 

mittod to go far eliottgt to arouse the more ferocions passions of fhe 
tormentors, it would be as easy to dam the waters of the great 
lakes of his own region, as to attempt to arrest them in their bloody 
career. He therefore called four or five of the best inarksmen to 
lum, and bid them put the captive to the proof of the rifle, while, 
at the same time, he cautioned them touching: the necessity of their 
maintaining their own credit, by the closest attention to the manner 
of exhibiting their skill. 

When Deerslayer saw the chosen warriors step into the circle, 
with their arms prepared for service, he felt some such relief as the 
miserable sufferer who has long endured the agonies of disease, feels 
at the certain approach of death. Any trifling variance in the aim 
of this formidable weapon would ^rove fetal ; since, the head being 
the target, or rather the point it was desired to graze without 
injury, an inch or two of difference in the line of projection must 
at once determine the question of life and death. 

In the torture by the rifle there was none of the latitude x)ennitted 
that appeared in the case of even Gesler's apple, a hair's-breadth 
being, in fact, the utmost limits that an expert marksman would 
allow himself on an occasion like this. Victims were frequently 
shot through the head by too eager or unskilful hands ; and it often 
occurred tnat, exasperated by the fortitude and taunts of the pri- 
soner, death was dealt intentionally in a moment of ungovernable 
irritation. All this Deerslayer well knew, for it was m relating 
the traditions of such scenes, as well as of the battles and victories 
of their people, that the old men beguiled the long winter evenings 
in their cabms. He now fully expected the end of his career, and 
experienced a sort of melancnoly pleasure in the idea that he was 
to fall by a weapon as much beloved as the rifle. A slight inter- 
ruption, however, took place before the business was allowed to 
proceed. 

Hetty Hutter witnessed all that passed, and the scene at first 
had pressed upon her feeble mind in a way to paralyze it entirely; 
but, by this time, she had rallied, and was growing indignant at 
the unmerited suffering the Indians Wf re inflicting on her fiftend. 
Though timid, and shy as the young of the deer, on so many fXmr 
fiions, this right-feeling girl was always intrepid in the cause 6t 
humanity; tne lessons of her mother, and the impulses of her own 
heart— perhaps we might say the promptings of that unseen and 
pure spirit that seemed ever to watch over and direct her actions — 
uniting to keep down the apprehensions of woman, and to impel 
her to be bold and resolute. Bne now appeared in the circle, gentle, 
feminine, even bashful in mien, as usual, but earnest in her trorda 
and countenance, speaking like one who knew herself to be sus- 
tained by the high authority of God. 

* * Why do you torment Deerslayer, red men ?*' she asked. " WTiat 
has he done that vou trifle with his life ; who has given you the 
right to be his judges ? Suppose one of your knives or tomahawks 
had hit him ; what Indian among you all could cure the wound 
you would make? Besides, in narming Deerslayer you injure 
your own Mend; when fiather and Rxar^ Harry came after your 



ftcalps, he ref oised to be of the party, and stayed in the eanoe by him- , 
self. You are tormentmg your friend in tormenting' this young 
man "" 



The HuTons listened with grave attention, and one among them, 
who underatood English, translated what had been said into their 
native tongue. As soon as Rivenoak wa9 made acquainted with 
the purport of her address, he answeired it in his own dialect ; the 
interpreter conveying it to the girl in English. 

" M^ daughter is very weloome to speak," said the stem old ora- 
tor, using gentle intonations, and smiling as kindly as if addressing 
a child — "theHurons are glad to hear her voice; they listen to 
what she says. The Great Spirit often speaks to men with such 
tongues. Tnis time her eyes have not been wide enough, to sec all 
that has happened. Deerslayer did not come for our scalps, that is 
true ; why did he not come ? Here they are, on our heads ; the 
war-locks are ready to betaken holdot; a bold enemy ought to 
stretch out his hand to seize them. The Iroquois are too great a 
nation to punish men that take soalps. What they do themselves, 
they like to see others do. Let my daughter look around her, and 
count my warriors. Had I as many hands as four warriors, their 
fingers would be fewer than my people, when they came into your 
huuting-grounds. Now, a whole hand is missing. Where are the 
fingers? Two have been out off by this pale-face; my Hurons 
wish to see if he did this by means of a stout neart, or by treachery ; 
like a skulking fox, or like a leaping panther." 

** You know yourself, Huron, how one of them fell. I saw it, 
and you all saw it, too. 'Twas too bloody to look at; but it was 
not Deerslayer* s fault. Your warrior sought his life, and he de- 
fended himself. I don't know whether the good book says that it 
was right, but all men will do that. 0<mie, if you want to know 
which of you can shoot best, give Deerslayer a rifle, and then you 
will find how much more expert he is, than any of your warriors; 
yes, than aU of them toffether !" 

Could ope have looked upon saoh a scene with indifference, he 
would have been amused at the gravity with which the savages 
listened to the translation of this unusual reauest^ No taunt, n6 
smile mingled with their surprise ; for Hetty had a character and 
manner too saintly to subject her infirmity to thi mockings of the 
rude and ferocious. On me contrary, she was answered with re- 
spectful attention. 

''My daughter does not always talk like a chief at a council- 
fire," returned Rivenoak, " or she would not have said this. Two 
of my warriors have fallen by the blows of our prisoner ; their 
grave is too small to hold a third. The Hurons do not like to 
crowd their dead. If there is another spirit about to set out for 
the far-off world, it must not be the spirit of a Huron ; it must 
be the spirit of a pale-faoe. Gfo, daughter, and sit by Sumach, who 
is in grief ; let the Huron warriors show how well they can shoot ; 
let the pale-face show how little he cares for their bullets." 

Hetty's mind was unequal to a sustained discusnon, and, acous- 
tomed to defer to the direotioiis of her MoiofSi she €Ud as told. 
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ficatiafr lienelf paanvely on a loi? by the side of : the 
•.Yertiuft her faee from the painful scene that was occi 
the eircle. 

The warriors, as 80<m as this interruption had ceased, resumed 
their places, and again prepared to exhioit their skill, as tiliere was 
a douDle object in view, that of pnttinff the constancy of the cap 
live to the proof, and that of showing how steady were the hands 
of the marksmen under circumstances of excitement. ,!the distance 
•was small, and, in one sense, safe. But in diminishing' the distance 
taken by the tormentors, the trial to the nerves of the captive vms 
essentially increased. The face of Deerslayer, indeed, was just 
removed sufficiently from the ends of the guns to escape the cfifccts 
of the flash, and his steady eye was enabled to look oirectly into 
their muzzles, as it might be, in anticipation of the fatal messenger 
that was to issue from each. The cunning Hurons well knew tnis 
fact ; and scarce one levelled his piece without first causing it to 
point us near as possible at the forehead of the prisoner, in the 
nope that his fortitude would fail him, and that t^e band would 
eigoT the triumph of seeing a victim quail under their ingenious 
crumy. Nevertheless, each of the competitors was still careful 
not to injure, the disgrace of striking prematurely being second 
<»ily to that of failing altogether in obtaining the object. Shot 
•after shot was made ; all the bullets coming in close proximity fo 
ti^e Deerslayer's head, without touching it. Still no one could de* 
tect even the twitching of a muscle on the part of the captive, or 
the slightest winkinff of an eye. This indomitable resolution, 
which so mneh exoeeaed evervthing of its kind that any present 
had before witnessed, might oe re&rred to three distinct canses. 
The first was resignation to his fate, blended with natural steadi- I 
ness of deportment ; for our hero had calmly made up ins mind | 
that he must <Ue, and preferred this mode to any other ; the second I 
was his great faiiilianty with this particular weapim, which de- 
prived it of all the terror that is usiudly connected with the mcro 
form of the danger ; and the third was this familiari^ carried out 
in practice, to a degree so nice as to enable the intended victim to 
tell, within an inch, the precise spot where each bullet must str&e, 
for he ealeulated its range by looking in at the bore of the piete. 
80 exact was Deerslayer s estimation of the line of fire, that his 
pride of feeling finally got the better of his resignation, und when 
hvQ or six had discharged their bullets into the tree, he oofM not 
reirain from expressing his contempt at their want of liand and 
eye. 

** You may call this shooting, Mingos," he exclaimed, *• hut 
we've squaws among the Delawares, and I've known Dutch gals 
on the Mohawk that could outdo your greatest indivqurs. Ondo 
these arms of mine, put a rifie into my hand, and I'll pin the thin- 
nest war-lock in your party, to any tree you can show me ; and this 
at a hundred yards : ay, or at two hundred, if the object can bal 
seen, nineteen shots in twenty : or, for that matter, twenty iaj 
twenty, if the piece is creditable and tru:>ty !" 

A low menacing murmur followed this cool taunt i the ire of thv 



trarrlors kindfed at listening to siich a reproach from orie'tvlio so 
far disdained their efforts as to refuse even to ^wink, When a rifle 
i^as discharged as near his face as could be done without butmink 
it, Rivenoak perceived that the moment l^as criticali and, still 
letaininer his hope of adopting so noted a hunter in his tribe, the 

SoUtic dd chief interposed in time, probably, to prevent an immo- 
late resort to that portion of the torture which must necessarily 
have produced death, through extreme bodily suffering, if in w 
other manner. Moving; into the centre of the irritated group, Im 
addressed them with his usual wily logic and plausible manner, at 
once suppressing the fierce movement that had commenced. 

" I see how it is," he said. " We have been like the palo-facea 

. when they fasten their doors at night, out of fear of the red-man. 
They use so many bars, that the fire comes and bums them, before 
they can get out. We have bound the Deerslayer too tight ; the 
thongs keep his limbs from shaking, and his eyes from shutting. 
j!.ooscn him ; let us see what his own body is really made of." 

It is often the case, when we are thwarted in a cherished scheme, 
that any expedient, however unlikely to apueceed, is gladly resort«d 
to, in preference to a total abandonment of the project. So it was 
with the Hurons. The jjroposal of the chief found instant fieivour, 
4Lnd several hands were immediatelr at work, cutting and tearing 
the ropes of bark from the body of our hero. Iti half a minute, 
Pecrsfayer stood as free from bonds as when, an hour berfbre, he 
liad commenced his flight on the side of the mountain. Some little 
time was necessary tliat he should recover the use of his limbs; 
the circulation of the blood having been checked by the tightness 
of the ligatures, and this was accorded to him by the politic Riven- 
oak, under the pretence; that his body would be more likely to sub- 
mit to ai)prehension, if its true tone were restored ; though really 
with a view to give time to the fierce passions which had been 
awakened in the bosoms of his young men, to subside. This ruse 
succeeded ; and Deerslayer, by rubbing his limbs, stamping his 
feet, and moving about, soon regained his circulation : recovering 
all his physical powers as effectually as if notliing had Occurred to 
di^urb them. 

. ' It is seldom men think of death in the pride of their health anj 
strenffth. So it was with JDeerslayer. Having been helplessly 
bouna, and, as he had every reason to suppose, so lately on the 
very verge of the other world, to find himiselt so unexpectedly libe- 
rated, in possession of his strength, and with a full command o! 
}imb, acted on him like a sudden restoration to life, reanimating 
hopes that he had once absolutely abandoned. From that instant 
all his plans changed.^ In this, he simply obeyed a law of nature : 
for, while we have wished to represent our hero as being resigned 
to his fate, it has been far from our intention to represent him as 
anxious to die. From the instant that his buoyancy of feeling re- 

. vived, his thoughts were keenly bent on the various projects that 
presented themselves as modes of evading the designs of his ene- 
mies ; and he again became the (]^uick-witted, ingenious, and de- 
termined woodsman, alive to all his o^n powers and resotiroes. The 



change was so great, tliat his mind resumed its elasticity ; and no 
longer thinking of submission, it dwelt only on the deyices of the 
0ort of warfare in which he was engaged. ^ ^ • 

As soon as Deerslayer was released, the band divided itself in a 
circle around him, in order to hedge him in ; and the desire to 
break down his spirit grew in them precisely as they saw proofs of 
the difficulty there would be in subduing it. The honour of the 
band was now involved in the issue ; and even the sex lost all its 
sympathy with suffering, in the desire to save the reputation of the 
tribe. The voices of the ^iciSf soft and melodious as nxtture had 
made them, were heard mingling with the menaces of the men ; 
and the wrongs of Sumach suddenly assumed the character of in- 
juries inflicted on every Huron female. Yielding to this rising 
tumult, the men drew back a little, signifying to the females that 
they left the captive for a time in their hands ; it being a common 
practice, on such occasions, for the women to endeavour to tibxoW 
the ^ctim into a rage, by their taunts and revilings, and then to 
turn him suddenly over to the men in a state of mind that was 
little favourable to resisting the a^ny of bodily sufferin^r. Nor 
was tlds party without the proper instruments for effecting such a 
jmrpose. Sumach had a notoriety as a scold ; and one or two 
crones, like the She Bear, had come out with the part^r* "moat pro-» 
bably as the conservators of its decency and moral difieii>line ; $uch 
things occurring in savage as well as -civilized life. It is unneees- 
sary to repeat all that ferocity and ignorance could invent for such 
a purpose ; the only difference between the outbreaking of feminino 
anger, and a similar scene amcmg ourselves, consisting in the figures 
of speech and the epithets ; the Huron women calling their priscmec 
by the names of the lower and least respected animals that were 
Idnown to themselves. 

But Deerslayer's mind was too much occupied to permit him to 
be disturbed by the abuse of excited hags ; and their ra^e neces- 
sarily increasing with his indifference, as his indifference increased 
with their rage, the furies soon rendered themselves impotent by 
their own excesses. Perceiving that the attempt was a complete 
failure, the warriors interfered to put a stop to this scene ; and this 
so much the more because preparations were now seriously making 
for the commencement of the real tortures, or that which would put 
the fortitude of the sufferer to the test of sev^e bodilv pain. A 
sudden and unlooked-for announcement, that proceedea from one 
of the look-outs, a boy of ten or twelve years old, however, put % 
momentary check to the whole proceedings. As this inteaxuptioa 
has a close connexion with the cUnouement of our story» it shall b^ 
given in a separate chapter 
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CHAPTER XXX- 



** So dedm'st thou— so each mortal deems 
Of that which is from tiiat which seems} 

But other harreat hare 
Thaa that which peaaaaf a sojthe demaodi^ 
Waa gathered in by sterner ni»nds, 

With bayonet, blade, and spear.**— SOOTI. 

It exceeded Deerslayer's power to ascertaia what had produced tha 
sudden pause in the movements of his enemies, until the fact was 
revealed in the due course of events. He perceived that much agi- 
tation prevailed amon^ the women in particular, while the wacriora 
rested on their arms, in a sort of di^miied expectation. It waa 
plain no alarm was excited, though it was not equally apparent 
tliat a friendly occurrence produced the dela^. Kivenoak was evi- 
dently apprised of all, and by a gesture of ms arm he appeared to 
direct the circle to remain unbroken, and for each person to await 
the issue in the situation he, or she, then occupied. It required 
but a minute or two to bring an explanation of this singular and 
mysterious pause, which was soon terminated bv the appearance of 
Judith on the exterior of the line of bodies, and her ready admission 
within its cirde. 

If Deerslayer was startled-by this unexpected arrival, well know- 
ing that the quick-witted girl eould claim none of that exemption 
from the penalties of captivity that was so cheerfully accord.ed toi 
t^r feeble-minded sister, he was equally astonished at the guise in 
which &he came. All her ordinary forest attire, neat and becomiug 
OS this usually was, had been laid aside for the brocade that haa 
been already mentioned, and which had once before wrou^^ht so 
great and magical an effect in her appearance. Nor was this all,. 
Accustomed to sea the ladies of the earrison in the formal, gala 
attire of the day, and familiar with the more critical niceties of 
these matters, the girl had managed to oompleteher dress in a way 
to leave nothing strikingly defective in its details, or even to betray 
-an incongruity that would have been detected by one practised ixL 
the mysteries of the toilet. Head, feet, arms, hands, bust, and 
drapery were all in harmony, as female attire was then deemed at-i 
tractive and harmonious; and the end she aimed at, that of im^* 
posiu^ on the uninstructed senses of the savages by causing them 
to beheve their guest was a woman of rank and importance, might 
well have succeeded with those whose hal^ts had taught them to 
discriminate between persons. Judith, in addition to her rar^ 
native beauty, had a singular graoe of person, and her mother hacl 
imparted enough of her own deportment to prevent any striking on 
offensive vulgaritv of manner ; so that, sooth to say, the gorgeous 
dress might have been worse bestowed in nearly every pa^cular^ 
Had it been displayed in a capital, a thonsand might have worn it 
before one could have been found to do more credit to its gav oolour8» 
glossy satins, and rich laces than the beautiful creature wnose per- 
ion it now aided to adorn. 

The effect of such an apparition had not been misoalonlated. Ihe 



Instnnt Judith feimdk^rfietfi^iyii thd oMe/iloMnui;^!! k>ditsmi 
compeiiBjfted for the fS^ftrfiil petsoMl ritk cdie' ran ^th0>idQiM|«i* 
Tocal setisation of ftozprise and etdmiratkni Ipmduo^^y.licir 4p|i»arL 
fine^. The grim (M warrion tittered ^eb JBawufite ^eankmatioa 
*' Hugh 1" The younger meuH: ivere etill mtete-^mmSblf'&mfftoiae^ 
txA ereA the irettien were net haekwtird in iettiw <^>^i!iiitii]nifa»» 
tations of pleasure escape them. It was 'seldDOk twtil^esft ^mk 
lutored children of &e forest hUd ever seen anr \9hiiefeuaie above 
the commoDOfit sort, and, ^s to drese, never before hadW<mw^ 8|4e^ 
dour shone before their eyes. The gkyest unifMhift^'ol 'ki^Iveimh 
and £nrlish seemed dull compared With theiuetM of tli^ bntea^; 
and while the rare personal beauty of the wearer added loith^ ^SexA 
produced bv its hues, the aittire did not fail to adorn' that'beiiat^ja 
a way which surpassed even the hopett of its weu^; -* Decordoyer 
himself was astounded, and this quite as ttittcb l»y >tfhe>MlliaBl 
picture tbe girl presented, as at the indii^rtnoe' tv>«oiisei(iu«]ion 
with which she had braved the dan^ of the step M htid'takeB; 
Under such dTeumstaiiees, all waited fior tiie tisitor^M esndiiki'lier 
object, which to most of the apisoiittora seesied aa Itt^qpnciMd aa 
her appearance. * ..- .. t . , 

^* Whidh of' these warriors !fe the ptinoipal f^dof ?t?i desMWided 
7udith of Deerslayer, as soon ae she fouhd it waa e!]^iiist^'tii4t.abe 
ishould open the commnnicaition ; *'tffy errand la too' iaiftarteiit to 
he delivered to any of inferior riok. First ex^fiaSan^tn thoAiRiiiB 
What I say ; then 'give an answer to the question' Ihav* yM.^^ - 
' Deerslayer quietly eomplied, hb truditora greediif lUstoiiBisr 4i9 
the interpretation of the first words' that fell from ao^itttnwt^ttnary 
a vision. The demand seemed perfeedv in oharaoleri^ vuimAle 
had every appeai^noe of an exalted raw kc^elf^ S!iven43ttk"giwm 
kn approprtate reply, by presenting himaelf befon iii*>l«ir vinto 
in a way to jeave no doubt that he was entitled to ail tk^VMUMBf* 
atlonheclatmed. ■ : • : - -•■ i ' 

^ ''I can believe this, Htiron,'* reatuned J«Editi^.enaotUi||[ ^eet 
lassuraed i>art with a steadiness and dignity that did dr^diit to her 
powers of imitation, for ehe strove to impart to her maatifiertlfes oon* 
descending courtesy she had once obserrHMi in the wife of aiw^id 
Officer, at a similar though a more amicable aeBne{<^ I' eoh Believe 
trou to be the principal person of this party; I aeo'itt fmt ooon* 
tenance the marks <H bought and redectioti. To yon, t&oi,- l-wnii 
make my communication.** 

' ^''Let the Flower of the Woods speak," relumed the old>^lde^ 
courteously, as soon as her address had been translated •so th«t «u 
foight tinaerstand it. ^ If her Words are as pleaaaatu het IbOka, 
^ey will never qtdt my ears; I ahall hear thi&m Vmat^dkM'1^ 
^nter of Canada; has kiued the towd« tnd ^zen^ iSt^w^j^ntdtm 
df summer." *i '' i » ,- . 

This adnnrati<m was grateM to one consti'iiited like J«ditli| aad 
it conttibnted to aid her selfposaessidn qttitensin'ttehaB/itrifmlMr 
vanity, dmiling involuntafiiv, or in apite ot hm nfUk WlwdtoaiiBt 
served, ebe prooeeded-inhei* plot.- . .. i.%- uoa «>: ^lo^X*- 

*' l^oWf Huron«" she oontinaed» ** listen to my words. Toor eyes 
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tell yoxL that I am no ooArdou wohiani I will not say I am itA 

4hiirrj0vaaiiits^{m<iiwrQbj|' t^^ of i]q]q^; one o| 

ihsa^.l '&l.i:?¥hakih9tt ribok i&iPieei^7 it i« unaecessrar far iiii^ 
itoitay^ttufieyiimnrauld not understand it. ..For that int^rmation 
^wnjnwttEU^rXQittr.eyes. You 4ie» what I anij you muaifyel that 
oBliBlening^'to my wordti» youiistfoi to ona who oan he yoox friend, 
<ff yottcenoBnJ^ «0 you tioat liar." 

1 ThistlKfw .lin^U oitt^Eed^ with, a im attention to manneri , and a 
4ail64dines9.rof -ton0» >that was really Burprisingi oonsidccring.all the 
oiroii«nslaoEee$<.o£.the oasew It w£|s well, thoiwh simply rendered 
;iBtto the Indian dia^e^t* too^ and it wa» reoeivea with, a respect and 
gravity thutiaugrared favourably for the girl's $uccess. . But Indian 
ihoiight is notr easily traced to its ^omroes. Judith waited with 
nnxioty to he9J^theans^ver» iilled with hope even while she. doubted;* 
JKivenMk..ira»A ready speaker, aj^ he answered as promptly af 
lesmpprted with the. notions of Indian deo^^um; that peculiar people 
iEeemiiig;te tkdnk a eh^ delay respeotf qL inasmuch as it manif^slj 
ihtit ithe iwonds «bfiady heard naTO heen duly weighed. 
ci */ M^.daj«85blepi8.hi«dsomer than the wild ^osep of Ontario ; her 
voice IS pleasant to the ear as the song of the wren," answered the 
Mhticiw^iuid' Ivaly chi^f, who o£ a*^ the haiid- stood alone in not 
kieiQS^Iallyiimposed en by the:m4gnifioent and unusual iippearanoB 
ei Judiths. httt who distrusted even while h^ wondesed; "the 
inimnkingi-hindis.liptmMAh larger than t^e beef yet its leatherfi 
are as.gisj lis J^e tail (M> . the peaooek Xhe , Qj^^i Spirit s^^etim^ 
friatS'Tfiry^hritiit ^thes h^u yery little animal8< . Still* He covers 
t^mieoft^imth eoarse hair«. Th^se things are beyond the underw 
etimdiiig ofmwrlndlanSi who eananjy comprehend what thqy ^e^ 
«]idliaBr» ^ :Ko.doobt my daughter has » very large w^am, some* 
vhne abebt.lihe^afce; Ihe. HiuH>n8 have not foypia it» on acQount of 
tiwk.igwwitto^i'' , ,.,> X - .., '..• , . V ■• .. . ■ .^; 

** I have told yon, chief, that it would be useless to state inyranK 
joid latidfizuse, itosw&ch aeyo^ wt)i|ld a^ e^mpr^end them. Yoii 
tniistiviiAt lo your e]^ for thi$ knowledge ; what red-man is there 
:viho ednsiot see^ . Thie blanket that { wear -is not the blanket of a 
Jxmimap.s<|uav 9 these ornaments are sneh as the wives, and daugb; 
^ersioi chdefl only appear in. Nowi listen and. hear why I, have 
^omeakflMT, .(unong your people, and hearken to the errapd that haji 
imMght'm^ Ixere, . xheTeng<»seMye young meur as well as thf 
Hurons ; and plenty of them too ; this you w^l know." • ^ jt 
' t'^his; Yeo^ebse ore aspl^ntv a8[the leaves oqi the .trees I Thii 
jbrenr.Hmrqln.kaow8-find.weW . . . .^ 

„ Vd;uBderBtSdMlyQn,«liief» Had I biought a party with me, { 
smghtliave oaused trouble. My young men and your young mesn 
tnmld JioK^.' ItK^cfid anprnly at eacfc other ; espeeiaUy had my y o\ing 
men seen that pole-face bound for the tortures. He is a gres^t 
JiaAtiS?,^laAdi9mn9h]iei^byjdliheig8mson^ There 

iPMmidhft\^:been.blow8r:s^ut him. ax^d the ir^U of the Iipquoif 
li»kifa»,ih# Cikkiadm.i^tould have.hej»n 9»ar]Md.wi 

** There is so much blood on it now/' return^ theohio^ R^pOWKr 
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''that it Uinds our eyes. My young men we thiil it Is all 
Snron." 

" No donbt ; and more Hnron blood wonld be spilt, had I come 
sorromided with nale-faccs. I have heard of Rivenoalc, and hare 
thouffht it would be better to send him back in peace to hie village, 
that he might leave his women and children behind him ; if he 
then wished to come for onr scalps, we would meet him. He loves 
animals made of ivory, and little rifles. See ; I have brought some 
with me to show him. I am his friend. "Wben he has paeked up 
these things among his goods, he will start for his village, before 
any of my joung men can overtake him ; and then he will show 
his people m Canada what riches they can come to seek, now that 
our great fathers across the Salt Lakc, have sent each other ihe 
war-hatchet. I will lead back with me this great hunter, of whom 
I have need to keep my house in venison." 

Judith, who was sufficiently familiar with Indian phraseology, 
endeavoured to express her ideas in the sententious manner oommon 
to those people ; and she succeeded even beyond her own expecta- 
tions. Deerslayer did her fiill justice in the translation, and this 
80 much the more readily, since the girl careMly abstained £rom 
uttering any direct untruth ; a homage she paid to the young man's 
known aversion to falsehood, which he deemed a meanness alto- 
gether imworthy of a white man's ^fts. The offering of the two 
remaining elepnants, and of the pistols already mentioned, one of 
which was all the worse for the recent accident, produced a lively 
sensation amon^ the Hurons, generally, though Kivenoak received 
it coldly, notwithstanding the delight with which he had first dis- 
covered the probable existence of a creature with two tails. In a 
word, this cool and sagacious savage was not so easily imposed on, 
as his followers ; and with a sentiment of honour, that half the 
civilized world would have deemed supererogatory, he declined the 
acceptance of a bribe that he felt no disposition to earn by a com* 
pliance with the donor's wishes. 

"Let ray daughter keep her two-tailed hog, to cat, when venison 
is scarce,'" he dnly answered ; " and the little gun, which has two 
muzzles. The Hurons will kill deer when they are hungry ; and 
they have long rifles to flght with> This hunter cannot quit my 
young men now ; they wish to know if he is as stout-hearted as he 
Doasts himself to be." 

" That I deny, Huron," interrupted Deerslayer, with wamith ; 
" yes, that I downright deny, as ag* in truth and reason. No man 
has heard me boast, and no man shall, though ye flay me alive, and 
then roast the quivering flesh, with your own mfamal devices and 
eruelties ! I may be humble, and misfortunate, and your prisoner ; 
but I'm no boaster, by my very gifts." 

" My young pale-face boasts he is no boaster," returned the crafty 
chief ;*^he must be right. I hear a strange bird singing. It has 
very rich feathers. No Huron ever before saw such feathers ! They 
will be ashamed to go back to their village, and tell their people 
that they let their prisoner go on account of the song of this strange 
bird, and not be able to give the ttame of the bira. The;^ do not 
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know how to say whether it is a wren or a cat-bird. This would 
be a great disgrace ; my j^oimg men would not be allowed to travd 
in the woods, without taking their mothers with them, to tell them 
the name of the birds !" 

"You can ask my name of your prisoner," returned the giifl. 
" It is Judith ; and there is a great deal of the history of Judith in 
the pale^face's best book, the bible. If I am a bird oi fine feathers, 
I have also my name." 

**No," answered the wily Huron, betraying the artifice he had 
60 long practised, by speaking in English, with tolerable accuracy ; 
•* I not ask prisoner, lie tired ; want rest, I ask my daughter with 
feeble-mind. She speak truth. Come here, daughter ; you answer. 
Your name, Hetty ? * 

•* Yes, that's what they call me," returned the girl ; " though if s 
written Esther, in the bible." 

" He write him in bible, too ! All write in bible. No matter^ 
what Aername?" 

" That's Judith, and it's so written in the bible, though fathe 
sometimes called her Jude. That's my sister Judith, Thomas 
Hutter's daughter—Thomas Hutter, whom you called the Muskrat ; 
though he was no muskrat, but a man, like vourselves— he lived in 
a house on the water, and that was enough lor you !" 

A smile of triumph gleamed on the hard- wrinkled countenance 
of the chief, when he fcond how completely his appeal to the truth- 
loving Hetty had succeeded. As for Judith herself, the moment 
her sister was questioned, she saw that all was lost ; for no sign, or 
even entreaty, could have induced the riffht-feeUng girl to utter a 
falsehood. To attempt to impose a daughter of the Muskrat on the 
savages, as a princess, or a ^reat lady, she knew would be idle ; 
and she saw her bold and ingenious expedient for liberating the 
captive fail, throug[h one of the simplest and most natural causes 
that could be imagined. She turned her eye on Deerslayer, there- 
fore, as if imploring him to interfere, to save them both. 

" It will not do, Judith," said the young man, in answer to this 
ai)peal, which he understood, ^ough he saw its uselessness ; " it 
will not do. 'Twas a bold idee, and fit for a general's lady ; but 
yonder Mingo — " Rivenoak had withdrawn to a little distance, and 
was out of ear-shot—" but yonder Mingo is an oncommon man, and 
not to be deceived by any unnat'ral sarcumventions. Things must 
come afore him in their right order, to draw a cloud afore hta eyes I 
'Twas too much to attempt making him fancy that a queen, or a 
ffreat lady» lived in these mountains ; and no doubt he thinks the 
fine clothes you wear we some of the plunder of your own father — 
or, at least, of him who oncenassed for your father 5 as quite likely 
it was, if all they say is true. 

" At all events, Deerslayer, my presence here will save you for a 
time. They will hardly attempt torturing you before my face !" 

" Why not, Judith ? Do you think they will treat a woman oi 
the pale-faces more tenderly than they treat their own? It's true 
that your sax will most likely save you from the torments, but it 
will not sftT ) your liberty, and may not save your scalp. I wish 
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yoii hadn't come, my 8^>od Judith ; it can do na fi:ood to me, whfle 
It maf *> fore»hfet3a toyoowelf/' • tvixit iri} ^^or^ t 

'•^*I oafi Bh^ your fete," the girl answered, iritli^ftWfbua «ii.' 
thusiasm. *' They shall not iig'nve y^u iv^dle I Mafefrby, if ia any 
po^exto'ppeTetatit^heflddeih— *^'* •..:..,.! 

: *' Besides "wliat, Judith ? Wbct nieans have ymPtO'Stop^ddiau 
crafty, or to avart Indian detiltriea f'' 




Lord* 9 time shall eome^ ' It's little likely that one bf yo^ sex and 
hiaaaty; will meet with a harder fate than to become tiSB"Wife ^ a 
ohief, if, indeed, your white inc^nationB ean stoe^ ti^nxiitdi -witik an 
Indian. 'Twould have been betl^r had you stayed in ike aik, or iim 
castle :-*bat what has been done is done, xouiras about to say 
fitniiethitigr, when you stopped at ' besides T " 

'• ** It might not be -safe to mention it here, Bter^ayer," the girl 
Imniedly answered, moving past him carelessly^ t&it «fae migiit 
speak in' a low tone ; ** half an hour is Ml in aU to .ak; Nwib stf your' 
fiiende ars idle/* • • 

^ The hunter replied merely by a grateftil -look. Tken: he tomed 
towank his enemies, as if ready again to face ihd Mmbnts. A 
short «(Bisultation had passed, amon^ tiie elders of the baad^ md by 
this tim6 tl^y also were prepared with their decision. !FheiEieccifiil 
purpose of liivenoak had been much weakened by the aztiftoe ci 
Judith, whioh^ fiailini^ of its^ n^l iob(jeet, waslikeW-tb ptochioe 
resttlte tke Tery opiposite of those she had aotioipatsd* • Tnia waa 
natural ; the feeling being aided by the resentment tl dn Mian, - 
who focmd how near he had been to becoming the dupe of an ihex- 
perie^leed girL By t^ thne Judith'^ real '<^avacteK wa8i«dly:ttt- 
derstood— -&e wide^spread xepatation of her beailty e6ntriMtin« 
to the exposure. As for the imasual attire, it was oosifptnided wi& 
the picfooind mystery of the animals witii two tails, and, for the 
momentt, lost its influence. 

'When Bivenoak, ther^re, faced ^e capttTe i^nia; it was with 
an altered conntenanoe. He had abandoned the wish of saVlng^ 
him; and was no longer disnosed to retard the more serions ^port of 
the tortnre. Q^ischange or sentiment was, in effect, coramnnioated 
to the young men, who were already eagerly engaged in maldnff 
their preparations for the contemplated scene. Erafirments of dried 
wood were^apidhr collected near the sapling, the splinters whi^ it 
was intended to thrust into the Hesh ot the victim, previously ta 
lighting, were all collected, and the thongs were already prodnoed 
that were again to bind him to the tree* All this wasaone in pn>« 
found ^ence, Judith watching everr movement with brDatUeaB 
e^q^eotatian, while Deerdaver nimsen stood seemingly as nnmovnd 
aauae ef the pines of the hills; When the warriors adraneed to" 
bind Mat, hawever, the young miui f^lanoed at Judith, as ii to in« 
quire whether resistance or submission w«fe most advisable. - tfiy 
a fligttifieani gesture she counselled the last; and, inaiiiinlite»-«i • 
W8S oAoe more Isstened to the tree, a helpless al^ ^ of afiyiaiidt " 



or wronflr i^t might be offered. So o«freriy did eiHtT one now. aet^' 
tlH^B0ttiia8^!wa3'«aid. The fire wa9 immediately Bgbted in. the 
I^Kimd/tho end of all wMaiudott^ly expected. . 

It was not the intention of the Hurona absdutdj to deetroy tho 
life;o£ thpiMd^tuft by; m^ana of fijce* They designed merely to put 
his physical fortitude to the severest proofs it eouLd endare. short, ol 
iioA cntrenolgF* lii tbe endk they fuHy intended to cariry his scalp 
-with.tibuftm into th^ Tillacfe, but iji was th^ wish first to break 
dofm ihia ro«oluti(n» and to reduce Mm to the level of a complaining 
suffen&;« With this view, the pile of brush and branches had beea 
l^aotKl ata pKDpeor di£tance» or one at whioh it was thought the heat 
^youjki sooEh fteoome intolerable, though it might not beimmediatelj 
dangeroitSk As often happened, however, on these occasions* this 
distaiKce. had been miscaloulated, and the fiames began to wave 
their forked tongues in a proximity to the faoe of the victim that 
TfoQ^d have proved fettal in another instant, had not Hetty rushed 
through the orowd« armed with a stick, and scattered the blazii^g 
pile in a doeeh ^yivectlons* More than one hand was raised to.stxike 
the presumptuous intruder to the earth ; but the chiefs prevented 
the filowfl^ by ieminding their irritated followers 6f the state of her 
i^ind. JGietty herself was insensible to the risk she ran, but» as 
sooni as. ^ihad performed this bold act, she stood looking about 
hi9r, in fiiowninjg reeeatment^ as if to rebuke the crowd of attentive 
Efavnees to their cruelty. 

*!€od; bless yon, dearest sister, for that brave and ready aet !'* 
mumuired Judith^ herself unnerved so much as to be incapable of 
e;fer(tiQil ; ** Heareik itself has sent ^n on its holy errand. 

^* 'Xwas well meant, Judith," rejoined the victim; " 'twas exceU 
lesitly mieant, and 'tvas timely, though it may peove ontimely in 
the end ! What is to come to pass must come tv pass soon; or 
'IrwUl quickly be too late. Had 1 drawn in one mouthful of that 
fidBUttein bteathing, the power of.msjL couldn't save my life; and 
Tou see that, this time, they've so bound my forehead as not to 
lelkVe' my head, the smallest ehanoe. 'Twos well meant ; but it 
might have been more marciful to let the fiames act their part" 

* ' jOmel, heartless Hurons 1" exclaimed the still indignant Hetty ; 
**>wmdd you burn a man and a CSmstian, aa you would bum a log 
of wood? Do yoa never read your bibles ? or do you think God 
will forget such things ?" 

•A filestore from Eivenoak caused the scattered brands to be col* 
leeted; fx^Ai wood was brought, even the women and children 
baeying themselves eagerly in the gathering of dried sticks. The 
fiame was just kindling a second time, when an Indian female 

Suahed through the circle^ advanced to the heap, and with her foot 
ashed aside the lighted twigs, in time to prevent the ooniiagration. 
Atyeliiolkrwed thisiseeond diaappointment ; but when the offender 
tumed'towarda the cdnde^ and presented the countenance of Hist. 
itv^K^ auceeeded by a oommon exclamation of pleasure and sur- 
pxiae. JB'or a minute^ all thou^t of purauing the business in hand 
wakinig^tteiiy.alid ywingand jold oEovded around the sirU in haste 
to demand an explanation of her aoddea and wdookca-far return. 
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It WEB at thin oritical instant that Bist spoke to jQ^k ta- a low 

-voice, placed some 8inall object, unseen, in her hand, and then 
(limed to meet the salutatioDB of the Hnrcm girls, ivith whom she 
was peiBonally a ffreat faTourite. Judith recovered her eelf-pos- 
session, and actea promptly. The smaU, keen-edj^ knifi^ that 
Hist had given to the other was passed by the latter into the hands 
of Hetty, as the safest and least suspected medium of transferring 
it to Deerslayer. I5ut the feeble intellect of the last defeated the 
well-grounded hopes of all three. Instead of first euttisi^ loom the 
hands of the victim, and then concealing the knife in his clothes, 
in readiness for action at the most available instant^ she went to 
work herself, with earnestness and simplicity, to Out the tiiougs 
that bound his head, that he might not again be in danger of in- 
haling flames. Of course this deliberate procedure was seen, and 
the hands of Hetty were arrested ere she nad more than liberated 
the upper portion of the captive's body, not including Ms anus, 
below the elbows. This discovery at onee pointed distrust towaids 
Hist ; and, to Judith's surprise, when questioned on the subject, 
that spirited girl was not disposed to d^y her agency ia what had 
passedf. 

** Why should I not help the Deerslayer ?" the girl demanded, in 
the tones of a firm -minded woman. " He is the brother of a Dela- 
ware chief; my heart is all Delaware. Come forth, miaerable 
Eriarthom, and wash the Iroquois paint from your faee ; etand 
before the Hurons, the crow that you are ; you would eat the car- 
rion of your own dead, rather than starve. Put him face to face 
with Deerslayer, chiefs and warriors ; I will show you how gveata 
knave you have been keeping in your tribe." 

This bold language, uttered in their own dialect, and with a 
manner full of confidence, produced a deep sensation amonr the 
Hurons. Treachery is always liable to distrust ; and, though the 
recreant Briarthom had endeavoured to serve the enemy well, his 
exertions and assiduities had gained for him little more than tole- 
ration. His wish to obtain Hist for a wife had first induced him 
to betray her and his own people ; but serious rivals to his first 
project had risen up among his new friends, weakening still more 
their sympathies with treason. In a word, Briarthom had been 
barely permitted to remain in the Huron encampment, where he 
was as closely and as jealously watched as Hist herself; seldom 
appearing before the chiefs, ana sedulously keeping out of view of 
Deerslayer, who, until this moment, was iterant even of his pre- 
sence. Thus summoned, however, it was impossible to remaixi in 
the background. " Wash the Iroquois paint from his face," he 
did not ; for when he stood in the centre of the eirde, he was so 
disguised in these new colours, that, at first, the hunter did not 
recognise him. He assumed an air of defiance, notwithstanding, 
and naughtily demanded what any could say against " Briarthom.' 

"Ask yourself that," continued Hist, with spirit, though her 
manner grew less concentrated ; and there was a slight air of ab- 
straction that became observable to Deerslayer and Judith^ if to 
no others. *' Ask that of your own bMurU Bpeaking irood-fdmok of 
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the Delaware*; Odme not here with the face of an inhoicient man. 
Go look in the spring ; see the colours of your enemies on your, 
lying skin ; then come back and hoast how you ran from youp 
tribe, and took the blanket of tfce French for your oovering! 
Paint yourself as bright as the humming-bird, you will still he 
black as the crow." 

Hist had been so uniformly gentle, while Hying with the Hnronsy 
that they now listened to her language with surprise'. As for the 
delinquent, his blood boiled in his veins ; and it was well for the 
pretty speaker that it was not in his newer to execute the revenge 
he bufned to inflict on her, in spite oi his pretended love. 

"Who wishes Briarthom?" ne sternly asked. "If this pale- 
face is tired of life ; if afraid of Indian torments, speak, Bivenoak; 
I will send him after the warriors we have lost." 

**No, chief; no, Rivenoak," eagerly interrupted Hist. **The 
Peerslayer fears nothing ; least of all, a crow ! Unbind him— cut 
his withes— place him face to face with this cawing bird 5 then let 
us see which is tired of life." 

Hist made a forward movement, as if to take a knife from a 
young man, and perform the office she had mentioned, in person; 
out an aged warrior interposed, at a sign from Bivenoak. This 
chief watched all the ^rl did, with distrust ; for, even while speak- 
ing in her most boastful language, and in the steadiest manner, 
there was an air of uncertainty and expectation about her, that 
oould not escape so close an observer. She acted well j but two or 
three of the old men were equally satisfied that it was merely 
aotinff. Her proposal to release Deerslaver, therefore, was reiected ; 
and tihe disappointed Hist found herself driven back firom the sap- 
ling, at the very moment she fancied herself about to be successful. 
At the same time, the circle, which had got to be crowded and 
confused, was enlarged, and brought once more into order. Riven- 
oak now announced the intention of the old men again to proceed ; 
the delay having continued long enough, and leading to no result. 

** Stop, Huron ; stay, chiefs !" exclaimed Judith, scarce knowing 
what she saidr or why she interposed, unless to obtain time ; " for 
Gk)d's sake, a single minute longer " 

The words were cut short, by another and a still more extra- 
ordinary interruption. A young Indian came bounding through 
the Huron ranks, leaping into the very centre of the circle, in a 
way to denote the utmost confidence, or a temerity bordering on 
fool-hardiness. Five or six sentinels were still watching the lake, 
at diflerent and distant points ; and it was the first impression of 
Rivenoak that one of these had come in, with tidings of import. 
Still, the movements of the stranger were so rapid, and his war- 
dress, which scarcely left him more drapery than an antique statue, 
had so little distinguishing about it, that, at the first moment, it 
was impossible to ascertain whether he were friend or foe. Three 
leaps carried this warrior to the side of Deerslayer, whose withes 
were cut in the twinkling of an eye, with a quickness and precision 
that left the prisoner perfect master of his limbs. Not tilFthis was 
e^otedi did the stranger bestow a glance on any ot^r object { th^n 




he Vmjed, ^idUboF^A *Ue^a8tQivUxed ] 
b6rsotf, And MigSwe: of A youiig %dmor, i^. 
OT a DeUWare. BtetelS a ;rifle in each' lia_^ 
resting on theieartfi, wMle from one dangl^dits. j, 

horn.' ■ This w^b tiildcer, Vlftijfr, even as He W)U_ 

defiance oh tha cJrowd aronnd mm, he snflfer^d t^ faff hack iritk €ti4 
hands of its pi>pa: owner- Hie ijrejenee of two lirigied iiifep, thougl^ 
it was in their mrdst, slartled, the Hnrons. Th^ir^' rifles Were • i6£t- 
lered abont ag^ainst the different trees, and meir only Wei^^dns y^ei^ 
their knives and tomahawks. Still, they had tooimifcj^ self-^osr; 
session to hetray fear.. Jtwaa little likelythflit' a? ^iit^ a fcrce 
IK'ouid assail so strong L band; ai^d each mdh expected Some'extra* 
Ordinary proposition to succeed so decisive a step. /Hie stran^r 
did not scorn disposed to disappoint them ; he prepared to 3peak. 
' ** Hurons," he said; " this earth is very big. The preat lake^ 
ftre bii?, too ; there is roAm beyond them for the troduois;, there id 
room Tor the Delawarcs on this side. I am Chinafacrif^ooki the son 
of tineas ; the kinsman of l^iiennnd. ThisU my betrothed ;tiia^' 

f ale-face is my friend, ily heart was heavy When . I. in^sse4.nini x. 
followed himi to your camp, tb see that no nai^ happetied4tf hfra.- 
ATI the Dela^aro, girla ^re waiting for "Wuh^j they Wfpdbr ihat' 
she stays ,awfcy sO lo^. ' Come, let us ^y f aietrel^ "^P^ :S?'; ^ :^ 
path.' '•' ■ , , . ■ : , ^ J • ' > ji 

" ffnroM, tliis ijydur mortal ehemy, f he. Great Serpent oj 
you hate !*^ cried' Btiarthohi. ' **If he escape^ Wpod W^e r 
moccasin prints, from this spot to the Canadak ramtfff^fii 

As the last words were iutt^rttd». the tnltoir cast his knife at the 
naked breast of the D^^awm. -A quickaoi^ement of the arm, on 
the part of Hist, who stood near, turned aside the blow, the dan- 
gerous weapon bur3^nff its .point in a vine. At the next instant, a 
similar weapon glanced from the hand of the Serpent, and quiveied 
in the recreant's heast. A. minute had scaroelv elapsed fiom the 
moment in which Chtngachgook bounded into the circle, and thai 
in which Briarthom feil> like a log, dead in his tracks. The rapi- 
dity of events had prevented the Hurons from acting ; but this 
catastrophe prmitted no farther delay. A common exclamation 
followed, and the whole party was in motion. At this instant, a 
sound unusual to the woods was heard, and every Huron, male 
and female, paused to listen, with cars erect and faces filled with 
expectation. The sound was reguljyr and heavy, as if tlic earth 
were struck with beetles. Objects became visible among the trees 
of the background, and a body of troops was seen advancing with 
measured tread. They came upon the charge, the scarlet of the 
kinfi:'s livery shining among the bright green foliage of the forest. 

The scene that followed, is not easQy described. It was one 14 
which wild confusion, despair, and frenzied efforts, were so blended, 
as to destroy the unity and distinctness of the action. A general 
yell burst irom the enclosed Hurons ; it was succeeded dj the 
hearty cheers of England. Still, not a musket or rifle was fired, 
though that steady, measured tramp continued, and the bayonet 
wa» seen gleaming in advanoe of » line that counted nearly sixty 




:^' jPT^ j%} wijt^ri^^^^ fbrmidal^Ie W|f ti*a)L|ie^, Jw ^jcijj 

-1 oj0f,:fraw A^g^ tlie fourth.: EcuA iwAwiQji.jrusljiea^ W^i^ 

_i au<3r^ttieii; all, op. tlie point, lium, wbrnan^ 9^4 cHud|'eaj(?i-lj^ 
pi^glii lfb«e cipwrsl * lii ws, scen^. of coxifusipii, , swul dismay, iasvp, 
wer* ivottiin^, cpjuld. ipfpas^. th!e dKsorptidfl. xuid^oiw % Deer^ 
Blaverv^' His, first fiarej-was to plftcf jludiii' ajia.ffisi^T|J%Q4 ko^H 
g^aojie looke^ iw Heto i feut she Jiiid heeix hutri^d away la a,cro,w4 
bt Huron womtH* '^^^ eff^ctcdjihe tnrew mn^self on a. Jttaiik q| 
{ie lijetiriBjgf .5ur6n,§, who were.inolimn^.otf towrdsi ,t{ie jsoutheriij 
haar^tof Ifee, jpbint. in- tJid hope; of escapipg fhrough- 1^ wai^r^ 
T^-__^i____ i_.^.i.-i-_j( ^jg opportiivfiiity, and hndmg two ox. bis ie —'^ 



peerstoei; i^atched his opportiivAity, land hndui^ two ox. bis xec^n% 
tormeii^tors-in .^jiinge; his r^e Urst broke th^ silence of ,the teri^uCj 
Ipene. Xi^ oiill^t l5:oug^ both down at one cUscharge. 51us dr« w 
a.<?enerat fire/. jrQ^ ^he TSurons, and the rifle, aiuj war-cny of^thA 
Serpent were.'fleard in* the bUmoiir;. fitUlVthe trained joleairefurneii^ 
nq aiiswfeirin^, yplle^^ tl?b6 whoop and i)i6oe of jtiirry alon^. heinif, 
heard bathi^T side* if 5^6 except the sjnor,!, prompt word of autho-^ 
fity, aiid that h^vy, trieasuf^d^tod. inenacing trea^ Breseatlyt 
hbwever# the. shri^ks^ grodji^, a^nl denunciatibas i^hat usualLy ac-^ 
dprapahy the Tise of me .baybtiet, loUowea* That t^jihle.axid 
deadly w6a^ii \vas glutted in Yeii^eance.' The' scene that suc- 
" lybicji w^flj^yhav^ oceairfid ia our 
ag$ i^'det forms m exezapUo^: to tl^e 



^fi^dedxwa^i.o^edof .jtho^j.f^ .iybic]i to.^^yhav^ oceoxTsd ia our 
<»Vii:tida<3i^ ijt which iieitJi^r 
Ibt pf_a»iB«Vage tmirfare* 

g^ tha^ we wiflh to stay, v, . 

Tempts ftnd then flie? : r ....;.„ J 

What is this world's deKjjMP— " ' 
Lightning that inoekft th» nigkt^ - T • ; 

Bnef evenasbright."'^8RXun3r. ' ' ?, » .' 

The' picture next presented by the point of land tnat the ukfortu- 
nate Hurons had selected for their last place of encampnient, need 
scarcely be laid before the eyes of &e reader. Happily for the 
more tender-<minded and the more timid, the trunks of the trees, 
the leaves, and the smoke had concealed much of that which passed^ 
and night shortly after drew its veil over the lake, and the whole 
of that seemingly interminable wilderness, which may be said to 
have then stretched, with far and immaterial interruptions, from 
the banks of the Hudson to the shores of the Pacific Ocean. Oat 
business carries us into the following day, when light returned 
upon the earth, as sunny and as smiling as if nothing extraordinary 
had occurred. 
^ When the sun rose on the following morning, every sign of hos^ 
tility and alarm had vanished from the basin of the Glimmerglass. , 
The frightful event of the preceding evening had left no impression 
on the placid sheet, and the untiring hours pursued their course in 
the placid order prescribed b^ the powerful hand that set them in 
motion. The birds were again ekimming the water, or were seen 
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poised on the idng high above the tops of the tallest pines of the 
mountains, i«Qdy to make their swoops, in obedience to the irre- 
sistible laws of their nature. In a word, nothing- was changed but 
the air of movement and life that prevailed in and around the 
castle. Here, indeed, was an alteration that must have struck the 
least observant eye. A sentinel, who wore the light-infantry uni- 
form of a royal regiment, paced the platform with measured tread, 
and some twenty men of the same corps lounged about the place, 
or were seated in the ark. Their arms were stacked under the eye 
of their comrade on post Two officers stood examining the shore, 
with the ship's glass so often mentioned. Their looks were directed 
to that fatal point, where scarlet coats were still to be seen ^lidin^ 
among the trees, and where the magnifying power of the instru- 
ment also showed spades at work, and the sad duty of intorment 
going on. Several of the common men bore proofs on their per- 
sons that their enemies had not been overcome entirely without 
resistance ; and the youn^st of the two officers on the platform, 
wore an arm in a sding. His companion, who commanded the party, 
had been more fortunate. He it was that used the glass, in niaking 
the reconnoissanccs in which the two were engaged. 

A sergeant approached to make a report. He addressed the 
senior of these officers as Captain Warley, while the other waa 
alluded to as Mr. ^ which was equivalent to ensign Thorn- 
ton. The former, it will at once be seen, was the officer who had 
been named with so much feeling, in the parting dialogue between 
Judith and Hurr5\ He was, in truth, the very individual with 
whom the scandal of the garrisons had most freely connected the 
name of this beautiful but indiscreet girl. He was a hard-featured, 
red faced man, of about five-and-thirty, but of a military carriage, 
and with an air of fashion that might easily impose on the imagina- 
tion of one as ignorant of the world as Judith. 

" Craig is covering us with benedictions," observed this person 
to his young ensi^, with an air of indifierence, as he shut the 
glass, and handed it to his servant ; ** to say the truth, not without 
reason ; it is certainly more agreeable to be here in attendance on 
Miss Judith Hutter, than to be burying Indians on a point of the 
lake, however romantic the position, or brilliant the victory. By 
the way, Wright, is Davis still living ?" 

" He died about ton minutes since, your honour," returned the 
sergeant to whom this question was addressed. ** I knew how it 
would be, a soon as I found the bullet had touched the stcmiaoh. 
I never knew a man who could hold out long, if he had a hole in 
his stomach." 

'* Ko ; it is rather inconvenient for carrying away anything very 
nourishing," observed Warley, gaping. ** This being up two nights 
d0 niUe, Arthur, plays the aevil with a man's faculties! I'm as 
stupid as one of those Dutoh parsons on the Mohawk— I hops your 
arm is not painful, my dear Innr i" 

** It draws a few ffrimaces from me, sir, as I suppose you see,*' 
answered the youth, laughing at the yery momwit his oountenanoe 



wsA ti Ht^e fKwty with pain. "But it may be borne. I fluppose - 
Graham can spare a few minutes, soon,, to look at my hurt." 

" She is a lovely creature, this Judith Hutter, after all, Thornton j 
and it shall not be my fault, if she is not seen and admired in the 
parks!" resumed Warley, who thoug^ht little of his companion's 
wound. — *' Your arm, eh ! duite true. — Go into the ark, sergeant, 
aud tell Br. Graham I desire he would look at Mr. Thornton's 
injury as soon as he has done with the poor fellow with the broken 
leg. A lovely creature ! and she looked like a queen in that brocade 
dress in which we met her. I find aU changed here ; father and 
mother both gone, the sister during, if not dead, and none of the 
family left but the beauty I This has been a lucky expedition all 
round* and promises to terminate better than Indian skirmishes in 
general." 

" Am I to suppose, sir, that you axe about to desert your colours* 
in the great corps of bachelors, and close the campaign with matri- 
mony? * 

"I, Tom Warley, turn Benedict! Faith, my dear boy, you 
little know the corps you speak of, if you fancy any such things 
I do suppose there are women in the colonies that a captain of light 
infantry need not disdain; but they are not to be found up here, 
on a mountain lake; or even down on the Dutch river where we 
are posted. It is isrue, my uncle, the general, once did me the 
favour to choose a wife for me, in Y orkshire ; but she had no beauty, 
—rand I would not marry a princess, unless she were handsome." 

** If handsome, you would marry a beggar?" 

"Ay, these are the notions of an ensign ! Leve in a cottage— 
doora— and windows— the old story, for the hundredth time. The 

twenty ^th don't marry. We are not a marrying corps, my 

dear boy. There's the colonel, old Sir Edwin , now; though 

a full general, he has never thought of a wife; and when a man 
gets as high as a lieutenant-general, without matrimony, he is 
pretty safe. Then the lieutenant-colonel is confirmed, as I tell my 
cousin, the bishop. The ma^or is a widower, having tried matri- 
mony, for twelve months, m his youth ; and we look upon him, 
now, as one of our most certain men. Out of ten captains, but 
one is in the dilemma; and he, poor devil, is always kept at regi- 
mental head quarters, as a sort of metnento mori to the young men, 
as they join. As for the subalterns, not one has ever yet had the 
audacity to speak of introducing a wife into the regiment. But 

nir arm is troublesome, and we'll go ourselves, and see what has 
ome of Graham." 

The surgeon who had accompanied the party was employed very 
differently from what the captain supposed. When the assault 
was over, and the dead and wounded were collected, poor Hetty 
had been found among the latter. A rifle bullet had passed througn 
her body, inflicting an injury that was known at a glance to be 
mortal. How this wound was received, no one knew ; it was pro- 
bably one of those casualties that ever accompany scenes like that 
related in the previous chapter. The Sumach, all the elderly • 
women, and several of the BLuron girls, had fallen by the bayonet; 



cft]i«r in theeonfosimi of tiie m^Ut^ or from theiificottT of dis- 
tinguishing the sexes, where the dress was so-simple. Much the 
greater poftion of the warriora snfSered on the spot. A lew hkd 
escaped, howe^r, and two or three had hecoi taken wihaimed. Aa 
for the wounded, the bavonet saved the surgeon amoh trooble. 
Riyenoak had escaped with life and limh ; but W'as i^ajaxed aad a 
prisoner.' As Captain Wafley and his ensign w^nt into the ark* 
fhcy passed him, seatad, in dignified silence, in one end of the 
scow, his head tend leg bound, Dut betraying no visibly signs of 
despondcncr^ or desjMiir. That he moozncd ihe loss of his tribe, is 
certain ; stfll, he did it in the manner that best beeame a warrior 
and a fehief . 

The two soldiers fotmd their surgeon in the prineipalroom of the 
ark. He was just quitting the paUet of Hetty, with an expresdon 
of sorrowful regret on his hard, pook*mai:kjea, Seottifb leatures, 
that it was not usual to see there. All his assiduity hod been use- 
less, ond he was compelled reluctantly to abandon the expectation 
of seeing the girl survive many hours. Dr. Grrsdiam waa accus* 
tomed to death-bed scenes, and ordinarily they produeed but little 
impression <m him. In all that relates to r^gion^ his waa one of 
those minds whieh, in consequenoe of reasomnsr much on material 
things, logically and consecutively, and overlooUuff the total want 
of premises whioh such a theory must ever possess, turough its want 
of a primary agent, had become sceptical ; kavins^a vague opinion 
concerning the ori^ of things, that with hi^ pretensions to 
philosophy, failed m tiie first of i^ philosopluoa}: pri&ci{^es, a 
cause. To him flsligious dependenoe appeored a weakness; nut 
when he found ono' gentie and young like Hetty, with a mind be* 
neath the level of her race, sustained at such a moment by these 
pious sentiments, and that too, in a way that many a sturdy 
warrior and reputed hero might have looked upon with envy, he 
found himself afiected by the sight, to a degree that he would have 
been ashamed to confess. Edinourgh and Aberdeen, then as now, 
supplied no small portion of the medical men of the British service; 
and Dr. Graham, as indeed his name and countenance equally in- 
dicated, was, by birth, a North Britcm. 

" Here is an extraordinary exhibition for a forest, and one but 
halfgifted with reason," he observed, with a decided Scotch accent, 
as Warley and the ensign entered ; *' I just hope, gentlemen, that 
when we three shdl be called on to quit the twen^— r^th, we may be 
found as resigned to go on the half-pay of another existence, as this 
poor demented chiel !" 

**Is there no ho]^ that she can survive the hurt?" demanded 
Warley; turning his eyes towards the pallid Judith, on whose 
cheeks, however, two Large spots of red had settled, aa soon as he 
came into the cabin. 

" No more than there is for Charlie Stuart 1 Approach and judgr) 
for yourselves, gentlemen ; ye'll see faith exemphhed in on exceed- 
ing and wonderiid manner. Thfere is a sort ot arbitrium between 
life and death, in actual conflict in the poor girl's mind, that 
lenders her an interesting study to a philosopher. Mr. Thornton, 
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I'm at your scrnce now ; we can just look at the arm, in the next 
room^ while wb (ipcakte as much as we pleaae, on the ep^ratioBft 
2^d sinHiosities of th^ hmian mmd/' . \ 

The surgreon and ensign retired, said Warley had an oppoiiunit|r 
ef looking nbo«t him, more at leisure, and with a beUer under<r 
standing of the natnre and feelings of the group collected in Uia 
eahin. Foor Hetty had heen placed on her own simple bed* ana 
WU8 reelimng in a naif-seated attitiide, with the approaSies of deatt^ 
on her eonnt^ianoe| thopgh they were singularly dimmed by ths 
lustre of an expression, in which all the intelligence of her entire 
being appeared to be concentrated. Judith and Hist were near her ; 
the former seated in deep grief ; the latter standing in readiness to 
offer any of the gentle attentions of feminine care. Deerslayer 
stood at the end of the pallet, leaning on EiUdeer, nnharmed in 
person ; all the fine martial ardour that had so lately glowed in hia 
oountenance, having given place to the usual look of honesty and 
benevolence; qualities of which the expression waa now sortenea 
by manly regret and pity. The Serpent was in the background of 
the picture, erect and motionless a» a statue ; but so observant, that 
not a look of the eve escaped his own keen glance* Hurry com* 
^leted the group; being seated on a stool near the door, like one 
who felt himself out of ^aee in nieha seene ; but who was aahamjed 
to craitit unbidden. 

"Who is that in sonlet ?" asked Hetty, as 4Boon as the eaptain's 
n ni f t irm eaught her eye. ^ T^ me, Judith, 10 it the friend of 
Hurry?"^ 

** 'Tis the officer who commands the troens, that have rescued us 
all from the hands of the •Hnrons,''' waa thelow answer, of the sister. 

" Am I rescued, too ? — ^1 thoinght they said I was shot* and about 
to die. Mother is dead, and so is father ; but you are liviuff, Judithj 
and so is Hurry. I was afraid Hurrir would be killeo, when t 
heard him shouting among the soldieni. 

"Never mind— never mind, dear Hetty*' — interrupted Judith* 
sensitively alive to the preservation of ner sister's secret, more, 
perhaps, at such a moment, than at another. ** Hurry is well, and 
Peerslayer is well, and the Delaware is well, too." 

*'How came they to shoot a poor girl like me, and let so many 
men go unharmed ? I didn't know that the Hurons were so wicked, 
Judith !" 

"/Twas an accident, poor Hetty; a sad accident it has been! 
"No one would willingly have injured yoii." 

" I'm glad iji tiiat !-*-! thought it strange ; I am feeble-minded^ 
and the red men have never harmed me before. I should be sorr^ to 
think that they had changed their minds. I am glad, too, Judith, 
that they haven't hurt Hurry. Deerslaver, I don t think God will 
suffer any one to harm. It was very H>rtunate the soldiers came 
as they did, though, for fire will bum !" 

"It was, indeed, fortunate, my sister; God's holy name be for 
ever blessed for the mercy !" 

" I dare say, Judith, yon know some of the officers ; you used to 
knowsexnany!" 



JTvdith wtAenotei^lf; diehid liw faoeinlievliiBdsaiidiToaiied. 
Hetty gaaed at bar la wonder; bat natsniUy rappoamg a« own 
situation was the cause of this gciei^ she Jdadly oneied to ooaaole 
ber fiistef , * ^ 

" Don't mind me, dear Judith," said the affectionate and pure* 
kearted oreatoBtt— *' I don't suffer, if I do die $ why father and 
motiber are both dead, and what happens to them, may w^ haj^aen 
to fiM. Yen know I am of less acooont than any of flie funuji 
therefore £bw will think of me after I'm in the lake." 

** JSo, BO, no— poor, dear, dear Hetty !" exclainied Judith» in an 
imoontroUaUe burst of sorrow—-" I, at least, will eyer think of yous 
and gladly, ok! hew gladly would I exchange plaoea with you, ta 
be the pure, excellent, sinless creature you are ! 

Untit now, Oaptain Warley had stood leaning against the door of 
the cabin ; when this outbreak of feeUng, and perohanee of p^* 
tsnee, eseaped the beautiful girl, he walked slowly amd thought&illy 
away ; even passing the ensign then suff^ing uad^r the rai^ean s 
eare, without noticu^ him, 

'* I haye got my bible here* Judith !" zetumed her sister* in a 
Toioe of triumph. "It's true, I can't read an^ long|»; there's 
•omething the matter with my eyes-^-^u look dim and distant— 
and so does Hurry, now I look at him;--well, I neyer oould have 
belieyed that Henry March could haye so dull a look I What can l^ 
the reason, Judith, that I see so badly to-day? I, whom math^ 
always said had tke best eyes of the whole family. Yes, that was 
it ; my mind was feeble— what people call half-witted—but my eyes 
were so good!" 

Again Judith groaned ; this time no feeling of sel4 no retroapeot 
of the past, caused the pain. It was the pure, heartfelt sorrow of 
sisterly loye, hdghtened by a sense of the meek humility and per* 
feet truth of the being before her. At that moment, she would 
gladly haye giyen up her own life to save that of Het^. Aa the 
last, howeyer, was beyond the reach of human power, she felt there 
was nothing left her but sorrow. At this moment Warley returned 
to the cabin, drawn by a seeret impulse he oould not withstand* 
though he felt, just then, as if he would gladly abandon ^e 
American continent for eyer, were it practioaMe. Instead of paus- 
ing at the door, he now adyanced so near the pallet of the sufferer 
as to come more plainly within her gaze. Hetty oould still distin- 
gnish large objects, and her look soon fastened on him. 

'* Are you the officer that came with Hurry }** she asked. '* If 
Tou are, we ought all to thank you ; for, though I am hurt» the rest 
haye sayed their liyes. Did Harry Karch tell you where to find 
OS, and how much need there was for your seryiees if" 

"The news of the party reached us by means ol a Mendlj^ 
vumer," returned the oaptain, glad to relieye his feelinga by this 
appearance of a Mendly communication; " and I was immediately 
sent out to out it off. It was fortunate, certainly, that we met 
Hurry Harry, as you call him, for he acted as a guide ; and it was 
not less fortunate that we hesjrd a firing* which 1 now understand 
was merely a shooting at the mark, for it not only quickened chu 
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mMkr tai enlkid us to the right side of t3ie W», The Delaware 

STTUB on the shore, with the glass, it would seem; and he and 
ist, as I &id hia sqiiftw is named, did ns exeeUent serrioe. It 
was, really, altogether, a fortunate coneurrence of oircumst8noe& 
Judith.*' 

"Talk not to me of anything fortunate, sir," returned the ^ 
kuskily, again ocneealing her laoe. ** To me, the world is fn 
Bubery. 1 wish mrer to hear of mvks, or rifles, or soldiers, or mm 
again V 

**' Bo ye« know my sister ?*' asked Hetty, ere the rebuked soldier 
IubA time to rally for an answer.^ " How came you to kiow l^at 
her name is Jndith? You are ri^ht, for that %9 her name ; and I 
am Hetty, Thomas Hutter's daughters." 

** For heaTOn's sake, dearest sister ; for my sake, beloyed Hetty i" 
aiterposed Judith, im^orinflrly, " say no more of this." 

Hetty looked surprised; out, accustomed to comply, she eeased 
her awKwafd and painful interrogatories of Warley, bending her 
eyes towards the bible, which she still held between her hands, as 
one would cling to a casket of precious stones, in a shipwreck, or ft 
conflagration. Her mind now reverted to the future, losing sights 
in a great measure, of the scenes of the past. 

** We shall not long be parted, Judith," she said; "when you 
die, you mus^i be brought and buried in the lake, by the side ci 
mother, too." 

** Would to God, Hetty, that I lay there at this moment !*• 

*^ No; that cannot be, Judith; people must die before thev have 
any right to be buried. 'Twould be wicked to bury you, or for yoa 
to Dury yourself, while living. Once I thought of burying myself; 
— €K)d kept me from that sin." 

"You!— you, Hetty Hutter, think of such an aott" exclaimed 
Judith, Ibokinflr up in uncontrollable surprise, fbr she well knew 
nothing passed the lips of her conscientious sister* that was not 
religiously true. 

"Yes, I did, Judith; but God has forgotten— no, he ./br^«fo 
nothing— but he has /or^en it," returned the dying girl, with the 
subdued manner of a repentant child. " *Twas after mother's 
death; I felt I had lost the best Mend I had on earth, if not the 
only friend. 'Tis true, you and father were kind to me, Judith, 
but I was so feeble-minded, I knew I should only give you trouble; 
and then you were so often ashamed of such a sister and daughter ; 
and 'tis hard to live in a world where all look upon you as oelow 
them . I thought then, if I could bury myself by the faA» of mother, 
I should be Imppier in the lake than in the hut." 

" Forgive me— pardon me, dearest Hetty; on my bended knees^ 
I beg you to pardon me, sweet sister, if any word «: act of mine 
drove yon to so maddening and cruel a thought I" 

" Get up, Judilh; kneel to God— don't kneel to me. Just so I 
felt, wlien mother was dying. I remembered everything I had saM 
and done to vex her, and could have kissed her feet for forgiveness. 
I think it must be eo wilii all dying people; tbough, now I tbiok 
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of it, I don't remember to have had sobh feelings on aoeoimt of 
fother." . ^ ' •- : ■' 

Juditli arose, hid her face in her aprQi^ and wept. : A loiKMifmaa 
*-OBe of more than two h.ours — succeeded, ajuiiigr which* Wi^gk^ 
entered and left the cabin seYcral times; apparently noeaiBgr when 
absent, and yet unable to remaia. He issued yaritoua ofders, whi^ 
his men proceeded to execute; and there was an air of movemexit 
in the nart^, more especially as Mr. Craig, the lieutenanl^ had got 
through with the unpleasant duty of buryiii^ the dead, and bad 
sent for instructions from the shores desirinjg to know what be wa* 
to do with his detachment. During thiB interval^ Het^ slept a 
little, and Beerslayer and Ching:ajQhgoQk left the ark to confer to- 
gether. But, at the end of the time mentioned, the aurgeon parsed 
upon the platform; and with a de^ee of feeling his comrades bad 
never before observed in one of his habits, he announced that ilia 
patient was rapidly drawing near her end. On receiving, this- in- 
telligence, the group collected a§^ain; curiosity tp wit^ass) f ufilva 
death — or a better feeling-^drawing to the &po% J%m who iiaa- so 
lately been actors in a scene seemingly of so mueh^ gre^r inter^ 
and momeut. By this time, Judith had got to-be inactive, tibrov^ 
grief; and Hist alone was performing the little offi^ea ot Umn^^ 
attention that are so appropriate to the sick bed. B^tty h^s&l 
had undergone no other apparent change, than the general fuJing* 
that indicated the near approach of dissolution. Au that she pos-. 
sessed of mind was as clear as ever; and in some respects^ hser in- 
tellect, perhaps, was more than usually active. 

** Don't grieve for me so much, Judith," said the gentle sufferer, 
after a pause in her remarks; " I shall soon see mother : I think I 
see her note ; her face is just as sweet and smiling as it used to be 1 
Perhaps when I'm dead, God will give me all my mind, and I 
shall become a more fitting companion for mother than I ever was 
before." 

" You will be an angel in heaven, Hetty," sobbed the sister; 
•' no snirit there will be more worthy of its holy residence !" 

** 1 aon't understand it quite ; still I know it must be all true; 
Pve read it in the bible. How dark it's becoming ! Can ife be 
night so soon? I can hardly see you at all ; where is Hist?" 

•* I here, poor girl ; why you no see me?'* 

" I do see you ; but I couldn't tell whether Hwas yon or Judith. 
I believe I sha'n t see you much longer. Hist." 

•* Sorry for that, poor Hetty. IS^ever mind; pale-face got a heaven, 
for girl, as well as for warrior.'* 

"Where's the Serpent ? Let me speak to him; give me his 
hand; so: I feel it. Delaware, you will love and cherish this 
young Indian woman; I know how fond she is of j/ou; and you 
must DC fond of her* Don't treat her as-spme of vour people treat 
their wives; be a real husband to her. Now, bring DeenOayer 
near me; give me Aw hand." 

This request was complied with, and the hunter stood by the sidt 
of the pallet, submitting to the wishes of the girl with the docflity 
ofaohild. 
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** I feel^ peerslayer,'* she resumed, ** though I pouldii't tell xvhy 
^^^Mt I fe« tbdt yon and I ai*e not going to part for ever. 'Tis a 
%trtin^e ieelihg I liieverhad it before ; I wonder what it eomes from !" 
q f^'XiB God enootira^g you in extremity, Hetty; as such it 
^bttght'to be harfeotired and respected. Ye3, we shall meet ag'in, 
^ottgh i* Jii&t he A longtime lir^t, and in a for distant land/' 
" . «%j)jj yQ\i mean to' be huried in the lake, too ? If so, that may 
*teoeonnt for the feeling." ' 

' '• ■Ti&littldiarely, gal; 'tis littk, likely: butthere^s a region for 
Ohristian sottls, where there's no lakes nor woods, they say ; though 
w!iy there shottld -be none of the last' is more than i ean account 
^/oT; seeing that pleasantness and peaee is- the object in view. My 
'grave wilt be Ibund in the forest, most likely, but I hope my spirit 
^Will not be far fjh)m your'n." 

' "So it miist be, then. I am too weak-minded to understand 
^hese tMxigs, but' I f6ei that you and I will meet again. Sister, 
%here aw yakl I can't see, now, anything but darkness. It must 
1)6 night, surely!"' 

' •*0h! Hetty, I am here; at your side; these are my arms that 
^luSe round you," sobbed Judith. ** Speak, dearest; is there any* 
thing you wish to say, or have done, in this awful moment ?" 
' By "uds time Hetty's sight had entirely failed her. Nevertheless, 
*ileath approached ^vith less than usual of its horrors, as if in tender- 
liess to one of herhalf^endowed faculties. She was pale as a corpse, 
but her breathing was easy and unbroken ; while her voice, though 
lowered almoart to a whisper, renuiined clear and distinct. When 
her sister put this question, however, a blush diffused itself over 
the features of the dying girl; so faint, however, as to be nearly 
imperceptible ; resembling that hue of the rose which is thoug^ht to 
portray the tint of modesty, rather than the dye of the flower in its 
richer bloom. No one but Judith detected this expression of 
feeling, one of the gentle expressions of womanly sensibility, even 
in death. On her, however, it was not lost, nor did she conceal 
from herself the cause. 

" Hurry is here, dearest Hetty," whispered the sister, with her 
face so near the sufferer as to keep the words from other ears. 
•* Shall 1 tell him to come and receive your ^ood wishes ?" 

A gentle pressure of the hand answered in the affirmative, and 
then Hurry was brought to the side of the pallet. It is probable 
that this handsome but rude woodsman had never before found 
himself so awkwardly placed, though the inclination wliich Hetty 
felt for him (a sort of secret yielding to the instincts of nature, 
rather than any unbecoming impulse of an ill-regulated imagina- 
tion) was too pure and unobtrusive to have created the slightest 
suspicion of the circumstance in his mind. He allowed Judith to 
put his hard, colossal hand between those of Hetty, and stood 
waiting the result in awkward silence. 

•* This is Hurry, dearest," whispered Judith, bending over her 
sister, ashamed to utter the words so as to be audible to herself 
" speak to him, and let him go." 
♦'^What shall I say, Judith?" 



** Kflcy, wliaterw ywa own inure spirit tea^ves, my I9?q. Trttst 
to that, and yon need fear nominir." 

** Gk)od bye, Himy" — ararmuined tlie girL wititi a gentile jms- 
sure of Ms hand—** I wish you would try and be more like Deer- 
dayer." 

These words were uttered with difficulty; a f&int flush snooeeded 
them for a single instant, then the hand was relinquished, and 
Hetty turned her face aside, as if done with the_world. Tho mys- 
terious feeling that had bound her to the young man, a sentiment 
so gentle as to be almost imperceptible to herself, and which eould 
never have existed at all, had her reason possessed more command 
over her senses, was for ever lost in thoughts of a more tAsynied, 
thou|rh scarcely of a purer character. 

** Of what are you thinking, my sweet sister?" whispered Jodiili, 
—J" tell me, tiiat I may aid you at this moment." 

•* Mother — ^I see mother, now, and bright beings arotoul he* in 
the lake. Why isn't father there ? — ^It's odd, that I can see mother, 
when I can't see f/ou! — ^Farewell, Judith." 

The last words were uttered after a pause, and her siiAtt bud 
hung over her some time, in anxious watchfulness, before 8be.perw 
ceived l^at the gentle spirit had departed. Thus died Hetty 
Hutter, one of those mysterious links oetween the matei^ar* a&d 
immaterial world, which, while they appear to be deprived of eo 
much that is esteemed and necessary for this state of being, draw 
BO near to, and offer so beautiful an illustration of the truth, purity, 
and simplieity of another. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

** ▲ l>ttron*8 dliylde to be begylde 1 it were a cnised dede 
To be felawe with an outlawe 1 Almighty Ood forbade 1 
Tea, better were, the poor squyftre, alone to forest yede. 
Than ye riiolde say, another day, that by my cnrsed dede 
Te were betrayed : wherefore, good mayde, ihe beat rede that I oaa 
la, that I to the grene wode go, alone, a oanyshed man." 

KOTBBOWirx M^T3>B. 

The day that followed proTed to be melancholy, though one of 
much activity. The soldiers, who had so lately been employed in 
interring their yictims, were now called on to bury their own dead. 
The scene of the morning had left a saddened feeling on all the 
gentlemen of tibe party; and the rest felt the influenoe of a similar 
•ensation, in a variety of ways, and £rom manv causes. Hour 
dragged on after hoiur, until eyening arrived, and then came the 
last melancholy offices in honour of poor Hetty Hutter. Her body 
was laid in the lake, by the side of mat of the mother she had so 
loyed and reyerenced; the sur^on, though actually an unbeliever* 
so &U* complying with the received decencies of life as to read the 
funeral service over her grave, as he had previously done over those 
of the other Christian slain, it mattered not ; — ^that all-seeing eye 
wiueh reads the heart, could not fail to discriminate betwea& the 
living and the dead, and the gentle soul of the imfortunate giri 
was already far removed beyond the errors or deceptions of any 



immiai iikwl« T]ws0 mmple ritee* howeyer, w^» aot^whollr 
wanting in suitable accompaniments. The teass of Juditn ana 
Hkt flowed freely, and Deerslayer gazed upon tiw limpid water 
that now flowed oyer one \vhose spirit was even purer than its own 
mountain springs, with glistening eyes. Even the Delaware turned 
aside to eoneeal his weakness, while the common men gazed on iha 
ceremony with wondering eyes and chastened feelings. 

The business of the day closed with this pious office. By^ order 
of the commanding officer, all retired eany to rest, for it was 
intended to begin the march homeward with the return of light. 
One party, inaeed, bearing the wounded, the prisoners, asid the 
trophies, had left the castle in the middle of tne day, under tho 
guidance of Hurry, intending to reach the fort by shorter marches. 
It had been landed on the point so often mentioned, or that described 
in our opening pages ; and when the sun set, was already encamped 
on the brow of t£e long, broken, and ridgy hills that fell away 
towards the valley of the Mohawk. The departure of this detach* 
ment had greatly simplified the duty of the succeeding day, disen- 
cumb^n^ ite march of its baggage and wounded, and otherwise 
leaving him who had issued the order greater liberty of acticm. 

Judith held no commimications with any but Hist, after the death 
of her sister, until she retired for the night. Her sorrow had been 
respected, and both the females had been left with the body, unin* 
truded on, to the last moment. The rattling of the drum broke the 
silence of that tranquil water^ and the echoes of the tattoo were heard 
among the mountamjs, so soon after the ceremony was over, as to 
preclude the danger of interruption. That star which had been 
the guide of Hist rose on a soene as silent as if the quiet of nature 
had never yet been disturbed by the labours or passions of man. 
One solitary sentinel, with his refief, paced the platform through- 
out the nignt ; and morning was ushered in, as usual, by the martial 
beat of the reveille. 

Military precision had now succeeded to the desultory proceecl* 
ings of border-men, and when a hasty and frugal breakfast was 
taken, the party began its movement towards the shore, with a 
regularity and order that prevented noise or confusion. Of all 
the officers, Warley alone remained. Craig headed the detachment 
in advance, Thornton was with the wounded, and Graham had 
accompanied his patients, as a matter of course. Even the chest 
of Kutter, with all the more valuable of his effects, had been borne 
away ; leaving nolMng behind that was worth the labour of a re- 
moval. Judith was not sorry to see that the captain reelected her 
feelingfl, and that he occupied himself entirely with the duty of 
his command, leaving her to her own discretion and feeHngs. It 
was understood by sSl that the place was to be totally abandoned, 
but beyond this no explanations were asked or given. 

The soldiers embarked in the ark, with the captain at their head. 
He had inquired of Judith in what way she chose to proceed, and, 
understandinff her wish to remain wim Hist to the last momenti 
be neither molested her with requests, nor offended h^ with advice. 
There was but oae safe a&d familiar trail to tiie Mohawk j and on 
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that, at the proper hour, lie doaWdiot&ftt tMJl^MMrii^^ii 
ttamy, if not in renew^ intercourse. - . i i. n . •. j : jt 

Wnen all were on board, the sweeps were inri«tie(§iqfti«l-*i^«k 
moved in it« elnggkh maimer tov»as the dista5%*^p:/HM*/ID6ttw 
•layer and Chingaehjfook now lifted two of the eanoes ^fMhrdie 
water, and placed them in the castle. The vf^dffWn and'^tonr 
were then barred, and the houee was left by nie&r^ of Si^iTft^ia 
the manner already deswbed. On qnitting the- paH$atfe«, 'mrt 
was seen in the remaining: canoe, where tlie Belawte ittkBectiately 
joined her, and paddled aw:ay> leaving Judith standing ^one on ^ 
platform. Owinir to this prompt proceedi fig, Decrshiyer found 4im- 
•ell' alone with the beautiful, and still weepings monttier. Too 
nm^le to suspect anything, the young man swept the Ugkt boat 
round, and received its Inistresa in it, when he followed' fixe eeiiise 
already taken by his Mend. * *• .- j - ^- 

The direction to the point led dias^onally past, an^^at^erjteat 
distance from, the graves of the dead. As the caiioe^ifH^fed by, 
Judith, for the first time that morning, spoke to her companion. 
8he said but little ; merely uttering a simple request to jstop, for a 
minute or two, ere she left the place. 

" I may never see this spot again* Deerslayer," she said ; ** and 
it contains the bodies of my mother and sister ! Is it not possible, 
think you, that the innocence of one of these beings may answer, 
in the eyes of God, for the salvation of both?" 

"I don't understand it so, Judith; though I'm no missionary, 
and ain but poorly taught. Each spirit answers for its own back- 
■lidings ; though a hearty repentance will satisfy God's laws." 

"Thenmw^ my poor, poor mother, be in heaven! Bitterly — 
bitterlv — ^has she repented of her sins ; and surely her sufferings in 
this life ought to count as something against her sufferings in tiie 
next!" 

" All this goes bevond me, Judith. I strive to do rightliere, as 
the surest means of keeping all right hereafter. Hetty was on- 
eommon, as all that know d her must allow ; and her soul was as 
fit to consort with angels, the hour it left its body, as that of any 
aaint in the bible !" 

" I do believe you only do her justice ! Alas !— Alas !— that 
there should be so great differences between those who were nursed 
at Ihe same breast, slept in the same bed, and dwelt under the same 
roof 1 But, no matter, — ^move the canoe a little farther east. Deer- 
slayer ; the sun so dazzles my eyes that I cannot see the graves. 
This is Hetty's, on the right of mother's ?" 

" Sartaiur—you ask'd that of us ; and all are glad to do as yoa 
wish, Judith, when you do that which is right." 

The girl razed at him near a minute, in silent attention ; tiiea 
she turned ner eyes backward at the castle. 

••This lake will soon be entirely deserted," she said,— "and 
this, too, at a moment when it will be a more secure dwelling-place 
tiian ever. What has so lately happened will prevent the Iroquois 
from venturing again to visit it, for a long time to come." 

•' That it wiU I— yes, that may be set down as settled. Idonot 



flMiui^ pa» fti&iiMray ag'in, so long as the war lasts; for, to 
m^ mind, no fiuron moecasin will leave its print on th^ leaves 'of 
thwfiMies^ ;utgil tlieir traditions have forgotten to tell their yonng 
vtHL of tlieur wgraoe and rout.** 

^^Andila you so delight in violence andhloodi&ed? I had thoHsht 
bet1»r of you» Deerslayer— helieved you one who eonld find nis 
happiness m a quiet domestic home, with an attached and laving 
wire ready to studj your wishes, and healthy and dutiful children, 
ajaxioiis to follow m your footsteps, and to become as honest and 
just as yourself." 

'* Lord, Judith, wluit a tongue you're mistress of! Speech and 
looks go hand in hand, like ; and what one can't do, the other is 
pretty sartain to perform ! Such a gal, in a month, might spoil 
the stoutest wamor in the colony/' 

** And am I then so mistaken ?— Do you really love war, Deer- 
aluwr« hetter.than the hearth and the affections!" 

*^I understand your meaning, gal; ^es, I do understand what 
you mean, Lbelieve, though I don't think you altogether under- 
stand me^ Warrior I may now callmyseu, I suppose, for I've 
both fou*t and conquered, which is sufficient ^r the name ; neither 
will I d^giy that I've leelin's for the callin', which is both manful 
and honourable, when carried on accordin* to nat'ral sifts— but 
I've no relish for blood. Youth is youth, howsever, ana a Mingo 
is a Mingo. If the young men of this region stood by and suffered 
the vagabonds to overrun the land, why, we might as well all turn 
Isrenchers at once and give up country and kin. I'm no fire-eater, 
Judith, or one that likes fightin' for fightin's sake ; but I can see 
no great difference atween givin' up territory afore a war out of a 
dread of war, and givin* it up after a war beeatise we can't help U^ 
onlees tt be that the last ie the moat manful and honourable." 

"No woman woold ever wish to see her husband, or brother, 
stand bv, and submit to insult and wrong, Deerslayer, however 
she might mourn the necessity of his running into the dangers of 
battle. But you've done enough already in clearing this region of 
the Hurons ; since to you is principally owing the credit of our 
late victory. Now, listen to me patiently, and answer me with 
that native honesty, which it is as pleasant to regard in one of 
your sex, as it is unusual to meet with.*' 

Judith paused ; for, now that she was on the very j^oint of ex- 
plaining herself, native modesty asserted its power, notwithstanding 
the encouragement and confidence she derived from the ^at sim- 
plicity of her companion's character. Her cheeks, which had so 
lately been pale, fiushed^ and her eyes lighted with some of their 
former brilhancy . Feebng gave expression to her countenance and 
softness to her voice, rendering her who waa always beautiful, * 
tcebl V seductive and winning. 

" Deerslayer," she said, after a eonnderable pause^ ** this is nota 
moment for affectation, deception, or a want of ^ankness of any sort 
Here, over mymother s grave, and over the grave of truth-loving, 
truth-tellixig Hetty, everything like unfair deaUngeeems to be out 
of plaoe. I will, therefore, speak to you without any reserve, and 
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without iny dread of being misunderstood. Yoa are aot aa ae- 
qaaintaaoe 'of a week, but it appears to me as if I bad known 
you for years. 60 mucb, and so muoh tiiat is important, has taken 
place within that short time, that the sorrows, and dangers, and 
escapes of a whole life haye been crowded into a few days ; and 
they who have suffered and acted together in such scenes ought 
not to ^1 like strangers. I know that what I am about to say 
might be misunderstood by most men, but I hope for a generous 
construction of my course from you. We are not here, dwelling 
among the arts ana deceptions of the settlements, but young people 
who nave no occasion to deceive each other, in any manner or 
form. — I hope I make myself understood ?" 

*' Sartain, Judith ; few convarse bett^ than yourself, aad n<me 
more agreeable, like. Your words are as pleasant as your looks." 

** It IS the manner in which you have so often praised those looks, 
that gives me courage to proceed. StiD, Deerslayer, it is not easy 
for one of my sex and years, to forget all her lessons of infancy, all 
her habits, and her natural diffidence, and say openly what her 
heart feels !" 

•* Why not, Judith ? A¥Tiy shouldn't women as weH as m^x 
deal fairly and honestly by their fellow-creatur's ? I see no reason 
why you shoidd not speak as plainly as myself, when there is any- 
thing ra'aliy important to be said. 

This indomitable diffidence, which still prevented the young man 
from suspecting the truth, would have completely discouraged the 
girl, had not her whole soul, as well as her whole heart, been set 
upon making a desperate eifort to rescue herself from a future 
that she dreaded with a horror as vivid, as the distinctness with 
which she fancied she foresaw it. This motive^however, raised her 
above all common considerations, and she persevered even to her 
own surprise, if not to her great confusion. 

" I will — ^I must deal as plainly with you, as I would witli poor, 
dear Hetty, were that sweet child liviug!" she continued, turning 
pale, instead of blushing, the high resolution by which she was 
prompted reversing the effect that such a procedure would ordi- 
narily produce on one of her sex; "yes, I will smother aU other 
feelings, in the one that is now uppermost I You love the woods 
and the life that we pass, here, in the wilderness, away from the 
dwellings and towns of the whites." 

** As 1 loved my parents, Judith, when they was living. This 
very spot would be all creation to me, could this war be fairly over, 
once ; and the settlers kept at a distance." 

" Why quit it, then ! It has no owner— at least none who oaa 
. claim a better right than mine, and that I freely give to you. Were 
it a kingdom, Deerslayer, I think I should delight to say the same» 
Let us tnen return to it, after we have seen the priest at the fork 
and never quit it again, until God calls us away to that world 
where we shall find the spirits of my poor mother and sister." 

A lonff, thoughtful pause succeeded ; Judith having covered her 
face with both ner hands, after forcing herself to utter so plain a 
proposal, and Deerslayer musing equally in sorrow and surprise, on 
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tl» nmafiing: of the language lie had just heard. At length the 
hunter broke the silence, speaking in a tone that was softened to 
gentleness by his desire not to offend. 

" Youhaven*t thought well of this, Judith/* he said — " no, your 
feelin's are awakened hj all that has lately happened, andbelievin* 
yourself to be without kindred in the world, you are in too great 
haste to find some to fill the places of them that's lost." 

•* Were I living in a crowd of friends, Deerslayer, I should still 
think, as I think, — say as I now say," returned Judith, speaking 
with her hands still snadingher lovely face. 

" Thank you, gal— thank you, from the bottom of my heart. 
Howsever, I am not one to take advantage of a weak moment, 
when you*re forgetful of your own great advantages, and fancy 
'arlii and all it holds, is in this little canoe. No—no—Judith, 
'twould be onginerous in me ; what you've offered can never come 
to pass !" 

"It all maybe, and that without leaving cause of repentance to 
any," answered Judith, with an impetuosity of feeling and manner, 
that at onoe unveiled her eyes. " We can cause the soldiers to leave 
our goods on the road, till we return, when they can easily be 
brought back to the house ; the lake will be no more visited by the 
enemy, this war at least ; all your skins may be readily sold at the 

rirrison ; there you can buy the few necessaries we shall want, for 
wish never to see the spot again; and Deerslayer," added the 
ffirl, smiling with a sweetness and nature that the young man 
found it hard to resist; " as a proof how wholly I am and wish to 
be yours — how completely I desire to be nothing but your wife, the 
very first fire that we kindle, after our return, snaU be lighted with 
the brocade dress, and fed by every article I have that you may 
think unfit for the woman you wish to live with I" 

" Ah's me ! — you're a winning and a lovely creatur*, Judith $ 
yes, you are all that ; and no one can deny it, and speak truth; 
These pictures are pleasant to the thoughts, but they mightn't 
prove so happy as you now think 'em. Forget it all, therefore, and 
let us paddle after the Sarpent and Hist, as if nothing had been 
said on the subject." 

Judith was deeply mortified ; and, what is more, she was pro- 
foundly grieved. Still there was a steadiness and quiet in the 
manner of Deerslayer, that completely smothered her hopes ; and 
told her that for onoe, her exceeding beauty had failed to excite 
the admiration and homage it was wont to receive. "Women are 
said seldom to forgive those who slight their advances ; but thia 
high-spirited and impetuous girl entertained no shadow of resent- 
ment, then or ever, against the fair-dealing and ingenuous hunter. 
At the moment, the prisvailing feeling was the wish to be certain 
that there was no misunderstanding. After another painful j)ause, 
therefore, she brought the matter to an issue, by a question too 
direct to admit of equivocation. 

" G-od forbid, that we lay up regrets, in after life, through any 
want of sincerity now^" she said. " I hope we understand earn ' 
other, at least. You will not accept me for a wife, Deerslayer ?" 
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** 'Ti8 better fbr both that I shonl&'t take lUtt^antafe of ywa 
own forgetfalness, Judith. We oan never marpy/' 

*' You do not love me,— cannot find it in yoor heto^ perhftpB, U 
esteem me, Deerslayer." 

''ETerythiuff in the way of fri'ndshrp, Jiidith-*eTC(»ythiiig,'«vei 
to sarvices ana life itself. Tes, I'd risk w much for y<m, «t this 
moment, as I would risk in behalf of Hist; mnd that iAsayM* as 
much as I can say in favour of any darter of wfirman. I do not 
think I feel towards either — ^mind, I say either, Jadith^--iu if I 
wished to quit father and mother — ^if father and mother^wms liyin' ; 
which, however, neither is — but if both was livin', I do not Seel to- 
wards any woman as if I wish'd to quit 'em in order to deavci unto 
her." 

** This is enough !*' answeied Judith, in a rebuked and «mo&eied 
Voice ; " I understand all that you mean. Marry yon easxtfA, 
without loving; and that love you do not feel forme. Makano 
answer, if I am right ; for I shall understand your dkace. 27iai 
will be painful enough of itself." 

Deerslayer obeyed her, and he made no renly. For more than a 
minute, the girl riveted her bright eyes on nmi, as if to- read his 
soul ; while he sat playinff with the Water, like a corrected sdiool- 
boy. Then Judith herself dropped the end of her paddle, and 
urged the canoe away from the spot, with a movement as reluctant 
as the feelings which controlled it. Deerslayer quietly aided the 
effort, however; and they were soon on the trackless line taken by 
the Delaware. 

In their way to the point, not another syllable was exchanged 
between Deerslayer ana his fair companion. As Judith sat in the 
bow of the canoe, her back was turned towards him, else it is pro- 
bable its expression might have induced him to venture some 
soothing terms of friendship and regard. Contrary to what "would 
have been expected, resentment was still absent, though the colour 
frequently changed from the deep flush of mortification to the pale- 
ness of disappointment. Sorrow, deep, heart-felt sorrow, however, 
was the predominant emotion, and this was betrayed in a manner 
not to be mistaken. 

As neither laboured hard at the paddle, the ark had already 
arrived, and the soldiers had disembarked, before the canoe of the 
t^vo loiterers reached the point. Chingachgook had preceded it» 
and was already some distance in the wood, at a spot where the 
two trails, that to the garrison, and that to the villages of the 
Delawares, separated. The soldiers, too, had taken up their line 
of march ; first setting the ark adrift again, with a reckless dis- 
regard of its fate. All this, Judith saw; but she heeded it not. 
The Glimmerglass had no longer any charms for her ; and when 
she put her foot on the strand, she immediately proceeded on the 
trail of the soldiers, without casting a single glance behind her. 
Even Hist was passed unnoticed; that modest young creature 
shrinking from the averted face of Judith, as if guilty herself of 
some wrong doing. 

" Wait you here, Sarpent," said DeersUyer, im he followed in 
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the footsteps of tbe dejected beanty, whEe passing his friend. '* I 
iriil j«0t see Judith fua^n^ her par^. aad come and j'ine yon." 

A hundred yards had md tlie oouple from those in front, as well 
as those in their xear» whe4 Judith turned and spoke. 

^ " This will do, Deerslayer,*' she said, sadly. "1 understand your 
kindneMi. bul shall Bot need it. In a few minutes I shall reach 
Iho sotldiens. As you cannot go with me on the journey of life, I 
do not wish you to ^o further on this. But stop, before we part 
I would ask you a single question,. And I require of you, as you 
fear (jk)d, and reyerenee the truth, not to deceive me in your answer, 
I know yotfc do not love anothear ; and I can see but one reason why 
you caamot. wiU not love me*. Tell me, then, Deerslayer, — " The 
girl paoaed, the words she was about to utter seeming to choke 
her. Then, rallying all her resolution, with a face that flushed 
and paled at every breath she drew, she continued : " Tell me, 
thou Peerslayer, if anything light of me that Henry March has 
said jxmy not have influenced your feelings r" 

Truth was the Deerslay er* s polar-star. He ever kept it in view ; 
and it was nearly impossible for him to avoid uttering it, even 
when prudence demanded silence. Judith read his answer in his 
countenance ; ajid with a heart nearly broken by the consciousness 
of undeserving, she signed to him an adieu, and buried herself in 
the woods, f'or some time Deerslayer was irresolute as to his 
course ; but, in the end, he retraced his steps, and joined the 
Delaware. That night the three *' camped" on the head waters 
of their own river, and the succeeding evening they entered the 
village of the tribe ; Ghingachsfook ana his betrothed, in triumph, 
their oompanion honoured and admired, but in a sorrow that it 
required months of activity to remove. 

The war that then had its rise was stining and bloody. The 
Delaware chief rose amon^ his peo{>le, until his name was never 
mentioned without eulogiums ; while another Uncas, the last of 
his raoe, was added to the long line of warriors who bore that dis- 
tinguished appellation. As for the Deerslayer, under the sobriquet 
of Hawkeye, he made his fame spread far and near, until the crack 
of his rifle became as terrible to the eais of the Min^os, as the 
thunders of the Manitou. His services were soon required by the 
officers of the crown, and he especially attached himself, in the 
fleld, to one in particular, with whose aiter life he had a close and 
important connexion, 
" Fifteen years had passed away, ere it was in the power of the 
Deerslayer to revisit the GUmmerglass. A peace had intervened, 
and it was on the eve of another and a still more important ws^r, 
when he and his constant friend, Ghin|:achgook, were hastening 
to the forts to. join their allies. A stripling accompanied them, for 
Hist already slumbered beneath the pines of the Delawares, and 
the three survivors had now become inseparable. They reached 
the lake just as the sun was setting. Here all was unchanged; 
the river still rushed through its bower of trees; the little rook 
was wasting away by the slow action of the waves, in the ooursa 
of centuries; the mountains stood in their native dress, dark, rich, 
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and mysterioiui ; whik the gheet glistened m ii» solitiidey • beav* 

tifiil grem of the forest. 

The following morningr, the yoath diseoTered <me of the canoet 
drifted on the shore, in a state of decay. A little lahonr put it in 
ft state for service, and thejr all emharked, with a desire to exa- 
mine the place. All the points were passed, and Chinsaehgook 
pointed out to his son, the spot where the Hnrons nad first 
encamped, and the point whenee he had snceeeded in stealing his 
hride. Here they even landed ; hut all traoet of the former yisit 
had disappeared. Next they proceeded to the scene of the battle, 
and there they^ found a few of the signs that linger axound such 
localities. Wild beasts had disinterred many of the bodies, and 
human bones were bleaching in the rains of summer. UneaA xe< 
garded all with rererence and pitv, though traditions were already 
rousing his yoiing mind to the ambition and sternness of a warrior. 

From the point, the canoe took its way toward the shoal, where 
the remains of the castle were still yisible, a picturesque ruiiu The 
storms of winter had long since unroofed the house, and decay had 
eaten into the logs. All the fastenings were untouched, but the 
seasons rioted in the place as if in mockery at the attempt to ex- 
clude them. The pahsades were rotting, as were the piles ; and it 
was evident that a few more recurrences of winter, a few more 
gales and tempests, would sweep all into the lake, and blot the 
building from the foce of that magnificent solitude. The graves 
could not be found. Either the elements had obliterated tiieir 
traces, or time had caused those who looked for th^a to forget 
their position. 

The ark was discovered, stranded on the eastern shore, whero it 
had long before been driven, with the prevalent north-west winds. 
It lay on the sandy extremity of a long low point, that is situated 
about two miles from the outlet, and which is itself fast disappear- 
ing before the action of the elements. The scow was filka with 
water, the cabin unroofed, and the logs were decaying. Bcmne of 
its coarser furniture still remained, and the heart of Dearslayer 
beat quick, as he found a ribbon of Judith's fluttering £rom a W. 
It recalled all her beauty, and, we may add, all her failings. Al- 
though the girl had never touched his heart, the Hawkeye, for 
so we ought now to call him, still retained a kind and sincere 
interest in her welfare. He tore away the ribbon, and knotted 
it to the stock of Killdeer, which had been the g^ of the girl 
herself. 

A few miles farther up the lake another of the canoes was dis- 
eoyered ; and on the point where the party finally landed were found 
those which had been left there upon the shore. That in whioh 
the present navigation was made, and the one discovered on the 
eastern shore, had dropped through the decayed floor of the castle, 
drifted past the the falling palisades, and had been thrown as wai& 
upon the beach. 

From all these signs it was probable the lake had not been visited 
since the occurrence of the nnal scene of our tale. Accident or 
tradition, had rendered it again a spot sacred to nature i the t[Q» 
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fluent wars, and the feeble population of the colonies, stiU confining 
the settlement within narrow boundaries. Chingachgook and his 
friend left the spot with melancholy feelinp. It had been the 
region of their First War-Path, and it earned back the minds of 
both to scenes of tenderness, as well as to hours of triumph. They 
held their way towards the Mohawk in silence, however, to rush 
into new adventures, as stirring and as remarkable as those 
which had attended their opening career, on this lovely lake. At 
a later day they returned to the place, where the Indian found a 
g^ve. 

Time and circumstances have drawn an impenetrable mysterv 
around all else connected with the Hutters. They lived, erred, died, 
and are forgotten. None connected have felt sujficient in the dis- 
graced and disgracing to withdraw the veil ; and a century is about 
to erase even the recollection of their names. The history of crime 
is ever revolting, and it is fortunate that few love to dwell on its 
incidents. The ^ins of the family have long since been arraigned 
at the judgment-seat of God, or are registered for the terrible 
settlement of the last great day. 

The same fate attended Judith. When Hawkeye reached the 
garrison on the Mohawk he inquired anxiously after that lovely, 
But misguided creature. None knew her ; even her person was no 
longer remembered. Other officers had, again and again, succeeded 
the Warleys and Craigs and Gbahams ; though an old sergeant of 
the garrison, who had lately come from England, was enabled to 
tell our hero that Sir Robert Warley lived on his paternal estates, 
and that there was a lady of rare beauty in the lodge, who had 
great injiuence over him, though she did not bear his name. 
Whether this was Judith, relapsed into her early failing, or some 
other victim of the soldier's, BLawkeye never knew, nor would it be 
pleasant or profitable to inquire. We live in a world of trans- 
gressions and selfishness, and no pictures that represent us other- 
wise can be true ; though, happily for human nature, ^learnings of 
that pure Spirit in whose likeness man has been fashioned, are to 
be seen relieving its deformities, and mitigating, if not excusing, 
its crimes. 
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